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Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection,  Box  5 


Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 
Box  5:  Folder  1-8:  Correspondence  to  NBH,  1962-1969 


Correspondence  with  and  about  Helen  Keller  and  Anne  Sullivan.  Henney  was  Sullivan’ 
biographer  and  a close  friend  of  Keller  and  Sullivan  for  many  years. 


Visit:  httn:/Avw  w.ncrkin.sarchivcs.orL’/nhh.html  for  complete  finding  aid 


TITLE:  Nella  Braddy  Heiiney  Collection  Finding  Aid 
CREATOR:  Nella  Braddy  Flenney;  Keith  Flenney 
DATE  RANGE:  1903-1976 
CALL  NUMBER:  AG151 

PROVENANCE:  Donated  by  Keith  Henney,  Nella  Braddy  Henney's  spouse,  circa  1975. 

SCOPE  AND  CONTENT: 

The  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  is  comprised  of  correspondence,  notes,  photographs,  articles, 
clippings,  publications,  and  other  materials  related  to  Helen  Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson, 
and  Nella  Braddy  Henney.  The  correspondence  spans  the  years  of  1927  to  1969,  and  is  to  and  from  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson,  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney  between  themselves  and  others. 

The  notes,  photographs,  articles,  clippings,  publications  and  other  materials  relate  to  the  lives  of  Helen 
Keller.  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  and  are  interspersed  throughout  the 
collection,  as  well  as  within  their  respective  series. 

The  extensive  correspondence  collection  contains  letters,  memos,  and  notes  in  relation  to  Braddy  Henney’s 
work  for  Helen  Keller  during  Keller’s  lifetime,  and  on  research  for  Braddy  Henney’s  book,  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Keller’s  correspondence  includes  letters  with  others,  such  as 
Samuel  Clemens  (Mark  Twain;  copies),  Perkins  Directors  Edward  E.  Allen  and  Gabriel  Farrell,  Charles  F. 
F.  Campbell,  actress  Katherine  Cornell,  and  other  notable  people.  These  letters  were  forwarded  to  Nella 
Braddy  Henney  for  use  while  working  on  her  book. 

Nella  Braddy  Henney’s  personal  journal  entries  are  included  in  this  collection,  and  supplement  the 
correspondence.  These  journal  entries  span  the  years  of  1938  and  1962. 

The  photograph  collection  includes  portraits,  publicity  photographs  with  prominent  individuals,  materials 
related  to  film  projects  in  Hollywood,  advocacy  for  blinded  veterans,  many  casual  images  from  visits  to 
Flelen  Keller’s  Arcan  Ridge  and  Forest  Hills  homes,  and  trips  to  Martha’s  Vineyard  with  Eleanor 
Roosevelt.  Many  of  the  photographical  items  can  be  attributed  to  the  work  of  Keith  Henney. 

RELATED  MATERIALS: 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  (AG62) 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  on 

Flickr:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/perkinsarchive/collections/721576273 101 1 7390/ 

PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION:  About  15  linear  feet. 

LANGUAGE:  English 

PROCESSING  NOTE:  Legacy  finding  aid  by  Ken  Stuckey,  ca.  1975,  updated  by  Emily  Carta,  2015. 
updated  by  Molly  Stothert-Maurer.  2013,  2015. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE: 

Nella  Braddy  Henney  (1894-1973)  first  met  Anne  Sullivan.  Helen  Keller,  and  Polly  Thomson  in  1924. 
when  she  came  to  the  Sullivan-Kcller-'rhomson  household  to  write  Sullivan's  biography  Anne  Sullivan 


Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Quickly  mastering  the  manual  finger  language,  she  kept 
Keller  in  touch  with  the  political,  literary,  and  scientific  world  around  her.  She  remained  in  Keller’s  life,  as 
a friend,  and  also  as  Keller’s  power  of  attorney,  acting  agent  for  all  Keller’s  literary  matters,  until  1963. 
She  was  married  to  Keith  Henney,  also  a writer  and  editor,  as  well  as  a photographer  who  took  many 
photographs  of  Helen  Keller.  She  died  in  1973. 

RESTRICTIONS: 

None 

COPYRIGHT: 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  user  to  obtain  permission  to  publish  from  the  owner  of  the  copyright  (the 
institution,  the  creator  of  the  record,  the  author  or  his/her  transferees,  heirs,  legates,  or  literary  executors). 
The  user  agrees  to  indemnify  and  hold  harmless  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  its  officers,  employees,  and 
agents  from  and  against  all  claims  made  by  any  person  asserting  that  he  or  she  is  an  owner  of  copyright. 

CREDIT  LINE/CITATION: 

Helen  Keller  Photo  Collection.  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 

SUBJECT  HEADINGS: 

Keller,  Helen.  1880-1968. 

Macy,  Anne  Sullivan,  1866-1936 
Henney,  Nella  Braddy,  1894- 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
Thomson.  Polly 
ARRANGEMENT: 

4 series,  one  appendix,  20  boxes  and  36  binders.  Note:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  is  abbreviated  NBH 

Series  1 : Original  Correspondence 

Series  2:  Photocopies  of  Correspondence 

Series  3:  Photograph  Collection 

Series  4:  Publications 

CONTAINER  LIST: 

Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 
Box  5:  Folder  1-8:  Correspondence  to  NBH,  1962-1969 
B5:  FI:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH,  1962-1969 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  January  5,  1962 


TITLE:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  Finding  Aid 
CREATOR:  Nella  Braddy  Henney;  Keith  Henney 
DATE  RANGE:  1903-1976 
CALL  NUMBER:  AG151 

PROVENANCE:  Donated  by  Keith  Henney,  Nella  Braddy  Henney's  spouse,  circa  1975. 

SCOPE  AND  CONTENT: 

The  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  is  comprised  of  correspondence,  notes,  photographs,  articles, 
clippings,  publications,  and  other  materials  related  to  Helen  Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson, 
and  Nella  Braddy  Henney.  The  correspondence  spans  the  years  of  1927  to  1969,  and  is  to  and  from  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson,  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney  between  themselves  and  others. 

The  notes,  photographs,  articles,  clippings,  publications  and  other  materials  relate  to  the  lives  of  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney,  and  are  interspersed  throughout  the 
collection,  as  well  as  within  their  respective  series. 

The  extensive  correspondence  collection  contains  letters,  memos,  and  notes  in  relation  to  Braddy  Henney’s 
work  for  Helen  Keller  during  Keller’s  lifetime,  and  on  research  for  Braddy  Hermey’s  book,  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Keller’s  correspondence  includes  letters  with  others,  such  as 
Samuel  Clemens  (Mark  Twain;  copies),  Perkins  Directors  Edward  E.  Allen  and  Gabriel  Farrell,  Charles  F. 
F.  Campbell,  actress  Katherine  Cornell,  and  other  notable  people.  These  letters  were  forwarded  to  Nella 
Braddy  Henney  for  use  while  working  on  her  book. 

Nella  Braddy  Henney’s  personal  journal  entries  are  included  in  this  collection,  and  supplement  the 
correspondence.  These  journal  entries  span  the  years  of  1938  and  1962. 

The  photograph  collection  includes  portraits,  publicity  photographs  with  prominent  individuals,  materials 
related  to  film  projects  in  Hollywood,  advocacy  for  blinded  veterans,  many  casual  images  from  visits  to 
Helen  Keller’s  Arcan  Ridge  and  Forest  Hills  homes,  and  trips  to  Martha’s  Vineyard  with  Eleanor 
Roosevelt.  Many  of  the  photographical  items  can  be  attributed  to  the  work  of  Keith  Henney. 

RELATED  MATERIALS: 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  (AG62) 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  on 

Flickr;  http://www.flickr.com/photos/perkinsarchive/collections/721576273101 1 7390/ 

PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION:  About  15  linear  feet. 

LANGUAGE:  English 

PROCESSING  NOTE:  Legacy  finding  aid  by  Ken  Stuckey,  ca.  1975,  updated  by  Emily  Carta.  2015. 
updated  by  Molly  Stothert-Maurer,  2013,  2015. 

BKKIRAPHICAL  NOTE: 

Nella  Braddy  Henney  (1894-1973)  first  met  Anne  Sullivan.  Helen  Keller,  and  Polly  Thomson  in  1924. 
when  she  came  to  the  Sullivan-Keller-Thomson  household  to  write  Sullivan's  biography  Anne  Sullivan 


Maty:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Quickly  mastering  the  manual  finger  language,  she  kept 
Keller  in  touch  with  the  political,  literary,  and  scientific  world  around  her.  She  remained  in  Keller’s  life,  as 
a friend,  and  also  as  Keller's  power  of  attorney,  acting  agent  for  all  Keller’s  literary  matters,  until  1963. 
She  was  married  to  Keith  Henney,  also  a writer  and  editor,  as  well  as  a photographer  who  took  many 
photographs  of  Helen  Keller.  She  died  in  1973. 

RESTRICTIONS: 

None 

COPYRIGHT: 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  user  to  obtain  permission  to  publish  from  the  owner  of  the  copyright  (the 
institution,  the  creator  of  the  record,  the  author  or  his/her  transferees,  heirs,  legates,  or  literary  executors). 
The  user  agrees  to  indemnify  and  hold  harmless  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  its  officers,  employees,  and 
agents  from  and  against  all  claims  made  by  any  person  asserting  that  he  or  she  is  an  owner  of  copyright. 

CREDIT  LINE/CITATION: 

Helen  Keller  Photo  Collection.  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 

SUBJECT  HEADINGS: 

Keller,  Helen,  1880-1968. 

Macy,  Anne  Sullivan,  1866-1936 
Henney,  Nella  Braddy,  1894- 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
Thomson,  Polly 
ARRANGEMENT: 

4 series,  one  appendix,  20  boxes  and  36  binders.  Note:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  is  abbreviated  NBH 

Series  1 : Original  Correspondence 

Series  2:  Photocopies  of  Correspondence 

Series  3:  Photograph  Collection 

Series  4:  Publications 

CONTAINER  LIST: 

Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 
Box  5:  Folder  1-8:  Correspondence  to  NBH,  1962-1969 
B5:  FI:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH,  1962-1969 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  January  5,  1 962 


Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr.,  January  1 7,  1962 

Letter  from  Sidney.  January  21,1 962 

Postcard  from  Nancy  Hamilton.  January  22.  1 962 

Letter  from  Eleanor  Jacovina.  January  22,  1962 

Postcard  from  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  February  1962 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  February  27,  1962 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick.  March  5,  1 962 

Letter  from  Fred  Coe,  March  5,  1962 

Letter  from  Barbara,  March  1 4,  1 962 

Letter  from  Ann  Braddy  - Elizabeth  Bain,  April  1 962 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff.  April  16,  1962 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr..  June  1,  1962 

Card  from  Barbara  Ellis,  June  4,  1962 

Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  1962 

Letter  from  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  June  30,  1962 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr.,  July  6,  1962 

Letter  from  Isabel  Thomson,  July  14,  1962 

Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett.  July  27,  1962 

Letter  from  Robert  Barnett  to  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  August  30,  1962  (2  pages) 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  Industrial  Flome  for  the  Blind  Volunteer  Award  Scroll,  presented  to  NBH 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  August  31,  1962 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton.  September  8,  1962 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  September  17,  1962 

Letter  from  Naomi  Burton,  September  24,  1962 

Postcard.  September  27,  1962 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  October  30,  1962  (2  pages) 

Memo  from  Mrs.  Lomax,  October  19,  1961  (2  pages) 

Wedding  Announcement  from  Peter  Salmon,  December  6,  1962 

Letter  from  Isabel  Thomson,  December  6,  1962 

Letter  from  Rebecea  Mack,  December  18,  1962 

Letter  from  Margaret  Thomson,  Dec  22,  1 962 

Letter  from  Lenore,  1962 

Letter  from  Biddy,  1962 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  1962 

B5:F2:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH,  1963 

Resolution  for  dedication  of  the  Polly  Thomson  Room  in  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  New  York 
City  Headquarters 

Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  January  4,  1963  (3  pages) 

Note:  attached  copy  of  letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff  to  Ken  McCormick 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  January  15,  1963 

Letter  from  Rebecca,  January  20,  1963 

Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett.  January  25,  1963 

Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett  to  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  January  25,  1963 
Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  January  29,  1963 
Letter  from  Lilyan  & Peter  Salmon,  January  29,  1963 
Letter  Irom  Sidney  Butler  Smith,  February  10,  1963  (2  pages) 

Copy  of  Letter  to  Ken  McCormick  from  Virginia  Scharoff.  February  19,  1963 
Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett,  March  1,  1963  (2  page) 

Note:  attached  letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett  to  Ann  Braddy 
Letter  Irom  Mrs.  Lawrence  Conant,  March  14,  1963 


Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett  to  Mrs.  Lawrence  Conant.  March  28,  1963 

Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett  to  Robert  E.  Braddy,  March  28,  1963 

Letter  from  Eric  T.  Boulter,  March  29,  1 963 

Letter  from  Sudler,  April  8,  1963 

Letter  from  Elsa,  April  16,  1963 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  April  18,  1963  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Virginia  Shcaroff,  April  22,  1963 
Letter  from  Margaret,  April  29,  1963 
Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  April  1963 

Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett  to  Caroline  Sauer,  May  15,  1963  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Caroline  Sauer  to  M.  Robert  Barnett,  April  9,  1963 

Letter  from  Isabel  Thomson,  May  19,  1963 

Letter  from  Elsa,  May  20,  1 963 

Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett,  .lune  4,  1963 

Memo  from  Mary  Kelleher,  June  10,  1963  (3  pages) 

Note:  Regarding  contributions  to  the  Polly  Thomson  Memorial 
Letter  from  Mrs.  Stuart  E.  Grummon,  June  20,  1963 
Letter  from  Mary  Kelleher,  July  3,  1963  (3  pages) 

Note:  Regarding  contributions  to  the  Polly  Thomson  Fund 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  August  27,  1 963 

Card  from  the  family  of  Conrad  Berens 

Letter  from  Naomi  Burton,  October  3,  1963 

Letter  from  Naomi  Burton,  October  9,  1963 

Letter  from  Lenore,  October  22,  1 963 

Letter  from  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  October  28,  1963 

Letter  from  Isabel  Thomson,  November  22,  1 963 

Card  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  December  1963 

Card  Letter  from  Winnie,  Decemberl963 

Letter  from  Father  Lawrence  Farrell,  1963 

Card  from  Elizabeth  & Andrew  Bain.  1963 

Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson.  1963 

Copy  of  “The  Miracle  Worker  presented  by  Cardinal  Spellman  High  School”.  1963 

B5:F3:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH,  1964 

Memo  from  Mary  Gallagher,  March  4,  1964 
Letter  from  Mrs.  Delight  W.  Dodyk,  March  12,  1964 
Letter  from  Moses  Rischin,  March  21,  1964 

Letter  from  Helen  Schwabe  to  Mrs.  Delight  W.  Dodyk,  March  26,  1964 
Letter  from  Mary  Gallagher,  April  6,  1964 

Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett  to  Mrs.  Paul  C.  Rivinius,  April  6,  1964  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Susan  R.  Verakus,  April  8,  1964 

Letter  regarding  funeral  arrangement,  April  12,  1964 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  April  26,  1964 

Letter  from  Win  Corbally,  July  16,  1964 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  August  5,  1964  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  August  15,  1964  (2  pages) 

Pamphlet  for  Cardinal  Spellman  High  School 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  September  8,  1 964 

Letter  from  Forris  B.  Chick  to  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  October  10,  1964 

Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett,  November  4,  1964 

Letter  from  Mary  Baker,  November  18  1964 


Card  from  K.i\'  & Nancy  Hamilton.  December  5,  1964 
Letter  from  Peter  Salmon.  December  16.  1964 
Letter  from  Rebecca.  December  1964 

B5:F4;  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH.  1965 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff 
Letter.  March  1 1,  1965 

Newspaper  clipping  “500  Attended  Dedication  of  Helen  Keller  School” 

Letter  from  Isabel  Thomson,  Mar  23,  1965 
Postcard,  April  14,  1965 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  April  16,  1965  (3  pages) 

Newspaper  clipping  of  “The  Miracle  Worker”  television  premier  in  color 
Newspaper  clipping  “Television”,  April  11,  1965 
Blank  paper  from  Cardinal  Spellman  High  School 

Newspaper  clipping  of  “The  Miracle  Worker”  second  presentation  on  television.  May  9,  1965 
Newspaper  clipping  "20  Women  Elected  of  Hall  of  Fame”,  May  24,  1965 
Newspaper  clipping  “10  Named  the  ‘Greatest’  Living  Woman...”  May  24,  1965 
Blank  paper  from  Cardinal  Spellman  High  School 
Memo  from  P..1.S.,  August  5,  1965  (8  pages) 

Note:  On  the  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  August  7,  1965 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  August  20,  1 965  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick  to  Brother  Matthew,  August  25,  1965 
Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  August  26,  1 965  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  September  2,  1965 
Letter,  1965 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  September  29,  1965 
Letter  from  William  Gibson,  1965 
Letter  from  Peter  Salmon,  December  13,  1965 
Letter  from  Howard  M.  Liechty,  Dec  13,  1965  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  December  28,  1965 

B5:F5:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH,  1966 

Booklet  “A  Tribute  to  Anne  Sullivan” 

Article  “The  IHB  Reporter:  Anne  Sullivan’s  Legacy”,  Vol  XXlll,  No.  2,  Spring  1966 
Letter  from  Peter  Salmon  & Edward  Waterhouse,  January  7,  1966 

Booklet  “The  Arme  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration  - Anne  Sullivan — Helen  Keller’s  “Teacher” — 
Bom  April  14,  1 866 

Pamphlet  “Annual  Meeting  Notes  & Program”  from  “The  President’s  Committee  on  Employment  of  the 
Handicapped 

Booklet,  "1 866  - Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration  - 1966” 

Letter  from  Patricia  Scherf  Smith,  January  10,  1966 
Papers  “ 1 he  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration” 

Invitation  to  special  service  to  honor  memory  of  Anne  Sullivan 

Program  for  “The  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration  Seminar  on  Educating  Deaf-Blind  Children 
Article  “Annie  Sullivan:  A Teacher’s  Preparation  by  Nella  Braddy  Henney" 

Letter  from  Helen  Roye  to  Virginia  Scharoff,  January  12,  1966 
Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoll,  January  21,  1966  (4  pages) 

Letter  from  Christine  D.  Hathaway,  January  27,  1966 
Letter  from  Patricia  Smith,  February  4,  1966 


Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  February  7,  1966  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Howard  M.  Liechty,  February  17,  1966 

Letter  from  Patricia  Smith,  March  4,  1966 

Invitation,  March  1 966 

Letter  from  David  .Jonah,  1966 

Letter  from  Peter  Salmon,  March  1 1,  1966 

Letter  from  Elsa  Kingsley,  1966 

Note:  with  attached  clipping  about  television  showing  of  Flelen  Keller  Documentary  Special  Issue  of  “The 
New  Outlook  For  the  Blind  - Volume  60,  Number  4”,  April  1966 

B5:F6:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH,  1966 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  March  31,1 966  (2  pages) 

Memo  from  Community  Relations  Department  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  April  1966 
Papers  “Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration”  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  April  12,  1966  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Peter  Salmon.  April  14,  1966  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Patricia  S.  Smith.  April  15,  1966 
Letter  from  Winnie  Corbally,  April  19,  1966 

Article  “The  IHB  Reporter:  IHB  Chosen  to  Conduct  Major  Study  of  Elderly  Blind  and  Their  Needs”  Vol 
XXIII,  No  3,  Fall  1966 

Papers  “The  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration”  (4  pages) 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick  to  Brother  Matthew,  April  20,  1966 
Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  April  20,  1966  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  April  24,  1966  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  April  26,  1966  (3  pages) 

Program  for  “Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration  Banquet”,  1966 

Letter  from  Patricia  Smith  to  John  C.  Maish,  June  3,  1966 

Letter  from  John  Maish  to  M.  Robert  Barnett,  May  27,  1966 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  May  31,1 966 

Note:  with  attached  clipping  on  “Helen  Keller  Week” 

Letter  from  John  C.  Maish,  June  9,  1966 

Letter  from  John  S.  Tyler  to  Helen  Keller,  June  27,  1966 

Letter  from  John  S.  Tyler,  July  14,  1966 

Copies  of  clippings  “The  Miracle  Worker”  and  “Helen  Keller  Praised  In  Birthday  Wires”  from  Brother 
Matthew,  July  27,  1966 

Letter  from  NBH  to  Brother  Matthew,  July  31,  1966 

Letter  from  John  S.  Tyler,  August  2,  1966 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  August  7,  1 966 

Letter  from  Winnie  Corbally,  August  8,  1 966 

Clipping  of  Anne  Bancroft,  mentions  “The  Miracle  Worker” 

Letter  from  Winnie  Corbally,  August  15,  1966 

Letter  from  Bessie  A.  Thurston.  September  3,  1966  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Blanche  Leonard,  September  3,  1966 

Copy  of  “Why  I Believe  in  Immortality  from  Reader's  Digest,  March  1960” 

Letter  from  Louis  Cutino,  October  6,  1966 

Note:  with  attached  essay  “Project  Tijuana:  a program  of  international  goodwill  and  understanding’  by 
Louis  V.  Cutino 

Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett.  October  6,  1966 
Letter  from  M.  Robert  Barnett,  October  25,  1 966 
Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  Nov  28,  1966  (3  pages) 


B5:I-'7:  NBH  Correspondence:  lo  NBIl,  1967 
Letter  from  H.  Goelen.  Jan  22.  1967 

Im  itation  to  attend  President's  Committee  on  Employment  of  the  Handicapped,  February  1967 

Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  Apr  30,  1 967 

Letter  from  Millard  H.  Mack,  May  1.  1967 

Letter  from  Beda  Lim,  May  4,  1967 

Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  May  14,  1967 

Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack.  May  26,  1967  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew.  August  14,  1967  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  August  20,  1 967 
Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  August  31,1 967 
Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  September  8,  1 967  (2  pages) 

Note:  attached  article  “Portraits  of  Greatness  by  Yousuf  Karsh,  1950” 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  Sep  24,  1 966  (3  pages) 

Note:  attached  letter  between  Brother  Matthew  and  Peter  Salmon 
Letter  from  Peter  Salmon.  October  20,  1 967  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Wilbur  A.  Levin.  November  16,  1967 

B5:F8:  NBH  Correspondence:  to  NBH  (Keller’s  Death),  1968,  1969 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  January  2,  1968  (2  pages) 

Postcard  from  Bill  Gibson.  March  23,  1968 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  April  25,  1968 

Card  from  Marie,  June  4.  1968 

Letter  from  Marim  Leary,  June  4,  1968 

Letter  from  Isabel  Thomson,  June  5,  1968 

Letter  from  Florence  Sharp,  June  6,1968 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton.  June  10,  1968  (2  pages) 

Postcard  from  Bill  Gibson,  June  18,  1968 

Letter  from  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Duffus,  June  26,  1968  (2  pages) 

News  release,  June  27,  1 968  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Winnie  Corbally,  July  1,  1968 
Letter  from  Berge,  July  2,  1968 

Reserved  Seating  for  Helen  Keller’s  service,  July  2,  1968 
Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  July  9,  1968  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Brother  Matthew,  July  10,  1968  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  J.W.  Brauel,  July  17,  1968 
Pamphlet  “Helen  Keller  Memorial  Fund” 

Order  of  Funeral  Service  for  Helen  Keller 

Release  Statement  for  Helen  Keller’s  Funeral  (7  pages) 

Note:  includes  eulogy 

Booklet  “Helen  Keller  1880-1968”,  September  1968 
Card  from  Sidney  Smith,  1968 
Booklet  “Burrwood  Topics”  Summer  1968 
Letter  from  Katherine  Cornell.  Jan  6,  1969 
Letter  from  Winnie  Corbally,  January  19,  1969 
Letter  from  NBH  to  Miss  Hahn,  January  21,  1969 
Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr.,  February  28.  1969 
Memo  addressed  to  “Mr.  With  and  Friends” 

Card  from  Brother  Matthew,  December  24  1969 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


Dear  Nella: 

Here's  a copy  of  a letter  from  Hearst  Metrotone 
News  of  the  Day.  We  don't  think  there'll  be  any 
money  involved  in  this  deal,  but  we'll  be  glad  to 
act  as  agents,  if  you  want  us  to.  We  should  be 
sure,  of  course,  that  we'd  grant  Metrotone 
permission  to  use  approximately  ei^t  minutes 
of  quotes  from  these  four  books  in  their  film, 
which  would  not  conflict  with  the  motion  picmre 
version  of  "The  Miracle  Worker". 

If  you'd  rather  not  touch  this,  just  let  me  know, 
but  if  there  is  anything  we  can  do  we  will  be  glad 
to  do  it  for  you. 

Best  personal  wishes. 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


January  5th,  1962 


Sincerely, 


Ken  McCormick 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City  , N.  Y. 


KMcCismb 
Enel.  1 


Hemphill,  Noyes  CSj  Co. 

MCMSenS  NEW  YORK  STOCK  EKCHANOC 

8 Hanover  Street 

NEW  York  5.  N.  Y. 

HANOVER  2>4120 


January  17,  1962 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  forwarding  to  me  the  letter 
from  American  Book  Company  concerning  the  article  which  appeared 
in  the  Ladies  Home  Journal.  As  you  advised,  I have  written  to 
them  and  gave  them  the  permission  they  requested. 

Thanks  again  for  your  help. 


Sincerely, 


J . Noyes,  Jr./jp 


PHI  SMITH  LANDIXG 
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55  FIFTH  AVENUE, NEW  YORK  3, NEW  YORK 


EDITORIAL  ROOMS 


January  22,  1962 


Mrs.  Kella  Henney 

111  Fifth  Avenue 

Garden  City,  Long  Island 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  forwarding  my  request  to  reprint  material  from 
Miss  Keller's  "The  World  Through  Three  Senses"  to  Mr.  Noyes. 


Sincerely  yours. 


(Miss)  Eleanor  Jaccvina 
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' 639U  Winfield  Blvd., 

Margate j Ponroano 
Beach j Fla. 

been  enjoying  the  sunshine  and 
balmy  breezes  here  in  Fla.  Bill  & 

1 ,I  have  Just  moved  into  our  little 

house  here  in  Margate.  Very  nice  I 

2 AH  is  well  at  A.R.  Talked  with 

5 I all  the  g iris  a few  days  ago  - they 
2 I report  everything  about  the  same. 

* P.B.K.  and  wiTe  expected  a little 
later.  Hope  you  are  well. 

Affect. 


Evelyn 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC, 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


February  27,  1962 


Dear  Nella: 

Herewith  the  semi-annual  royalty  state- 
ment for  Helen  Keller.  Do  you  want  to 
pass  it  along  to  her? 

It's  always  a pleasure  to  send  her  money -- 
or  anyone,  for  that  matter. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 

KMcC:le 

Enco. 
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FRED  COE 

234  West  44th  Street 
New  York  36,  New  York 


YOU  ARE  OORDIALLY  INVITED  TO  ATTEND 
A SCREENING  OE  THE  RECENTLY  COMPLETED 
PILM  "THE  MIRACLE  WORKER",  STARRING 
ANNE  BANCROFT  AND  PATTY  DUKE,  DIRECTED 
BY  ARTHUR  PENN,  AND  PRODUCED  BY  MYSELF. 
THURSDAY,  MARCH  8,  1962,  8:30  P.M. , AT 
THE  JOHNNY  VICTOR  THEATRE,  40  WEST  49TH 
STREET. 

FRED  COE 


R.S.V.P. 

Please  present  card  at  door. 


2345  Fernwood 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan 
March  14,  1962 


Dear  Mrs.  E enney: 

I am  so  grateful  to  you  for  letting  me  know 
the  sittiatlon  in  Westport,  for  I should  be  even 
more  upset  if  the  news  had  come  suddenly.  It  is 
inevitable,  I know,  but  the  world  is  going  to  be 
left  with  a very  empty  place  in  it.  And,  even 
for  the  thousands  of  us  who  never  actually  met 
her,  it  will  be  certainly  a personal  loss. 

We  do  enjoy  Michigan  and  my  husband  agrees 
with  you  about  the  Snows.  He  spent  his  growing- 
up  summers  in  that  area  and  knows  it  well.  But 
our  hearts  are  still  in  Nev/  England  and  we  have, 
in  fact,  taken  a house  in  Islesboro,  Maine,  for 
the  month  of  July  with  the  idea  of  finding  perhaps 
a permanent  summ.er  place.  If  you  are  in  Snowville 
then,  maybe  there  will  be  an  opportunity  to  meet 
you.  I hope  so. 


As  always. 
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Stirling. 


<^k  £^k— 

A iuK>j\  uj^  A.cX{A^C^  ^ 

^<Am  ' u(  ' n>  ^ 

J ^(^/S2.  l^ti^  So. 

/ 


rM.-Lu^ 


Otu^  Sa. 


j rv 

^ OyUJ/L  kj-hifiCcA.  / 

^ytJ^  jir(J^ 

o(aM  ! Oj  AAM-  OlCA  /iA_ 

/ ^Ck.  ^ ^ /(LtA  '•'-C^UA^ 

CUrU  ^fw . ^2tA,cuU, 


i-x/l  " 

*1K^4 

Oiucl/ut^  n , 


M.>0'Vn_I 


U/\^ 


m 


a>L^  ^ 

<^^tXJCC  <2.rv^ 


u^ 


u^ 


3 ok 


'Ct/Mu  \aajuaA 

^U  ' tCoZt^  ^ 

^ 

(\wCj 

^vO/  ""  ' 

A^^i-  ur&sii&t^  ^ 


/o 


L^_ 

Jr^'  oUht^ 

oM  — 

Oj  cLfltc^,' 

6u  ^ 


(W 

tL/“T5C4t/^ 


j iLUA,j 

u\fi'' 


o(jr^' 

^_  (A4-4  ^ 

\ajaj/%A  . 

Kj  tU  y4w-tc<V 

/vrriCr^  ^cW»'W^.L^ 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  ^ ^ 575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


March  5,  1962 


Dear  Nella; 

Herewith  the  semi-annual  royalty  check. 

Thanks  for  your  note  about  Helen.  I'll  re- 
member to  do  as  you  suggest  hereafter. 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 

KMcCile 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 
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The  Hon.  HERBERT  HOOVER.  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 
Pant  Honorary  Presidents 


Amerkan  Found atlou  for  the  Blind,  Inc 


The  Hon.  JOHN  F.  KENNEDY,  Honorary  President 


IfKLEN  A.  KKLLKU.  l.u.d., 


JANSP:N  NOYES.  JR. 


Prf.fiidi’nt 

GEORGE  F.  MEYER 


Vir.c-Prcsidcnt 
RICHARD  H.  MIGKL 
Secretary 
J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 


Cnntmclor,  Nntlon»i  and 
International  Urlalionn 
EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 


I'rcasurer 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Kxecutive  Director 


Chairman,  Hoard  of  Truntecs 


J5  West  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  Watkins  U-0L20 


Cable  Addrcim:  Foundation,  New  York 


June  1,  1962 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Each  person's  story  of  his  or  her  conquest  over  the  limitations  which 
attend  blindness  is  unique.  You  may  enjoy  reading  the  enclosed  recollection 
of  Dr.  M.  Robert  Barnett's  first  days  as  a new  freshman  at  college.  I was 
moved  by  his  vivid  writing  and  commend  it  to  you. 

In  our  parents'  time,  the  world's  imagination  was  moved  by  the  now  famous 
story  of  a deaf-blind  girl  named  Helen  Keller,  who  succeeded  in  winning  high 
honors  at  Radcliffe  College.  Like  the  first  men  who  flew  the  Atlantic  and 
those  who  now  penetrate  outer  space,  Helen  Keller  earned  great  and  deserved 
honors . 

Today  it  is  not  unusual  for  blind  students  to  enter  college  in  September 
and  graduate  after  four  years'  study.  Your  support  of  our  Foundation  has 
helped  increase  the  numbers  of  blind  students  who  go  to  college.  We  have  been 
able  to  expand  our  work  with  schools  and  colleges  to  improve  their  services 
and  methods  and  have  assisted  able  young  people  to  become  qualified  teachers, 
mobility  instructors,  vocational  counselors  and  guidance  personnel.  We  have 
also  increased  our  scholarship  grants  to  needy  blind  students  who  qualify 
for  entrance  to  college. 

Out  of  more  than  one-third  of  a million  blind  Americans  today,  about  one 
thousand  attend  undergraduate  colleges.  In  the  next  few  years  we  will  be 
faced  with  a particular  demand  for  assistance  as  several  thousand  more  young 
people- -who  became  blind  as  babies  because  of  the  condition  known  as  Retrolental 
Fibroplasia — will  become  potential  college  students. 

If  you  will  increase  your  gift  to  the  Foundation  this  year,  we  will  be 
able  to  increase  the  services  we  render  to  colleges,  schools  and  students-- 
assisting  many  fine  persons  whose  abilities  deserve  the  best  training  available. 

May  we  look  forward  to  your  continuing  support? 


Sincerely  yours. 


JN:QN 

Enclosure 


James  s adams 
N«^  York.  N.  Y 

f OL  E A.  RAKf'.K.  M C . O « E. 
Manaitlng  Dircitm.  CAnadlan 
Niitonal  InstHuic  for  (hr  Blind, 
Tofonu».  Onuxio.  C«n;ida 

KA1llAniNECORNKt.L 
Ymb.N  Y. 

IX)IS  COX 

Prraidrni.  AmrrUan  A«socUilun 
ttf  Inairut  tnra  of  ihe  Blind. 
Ov«rl0A^  Md 

DR  FIIANCIBJ  CUMMINC.S 

(.xrruUv*  Bet  mtarv.  The  Delawsrv 
CommlMlon  fnr  die  ttUird, 
WilmingKm.  Del 

KNOB  CURTIN 

Prir«ld«iil  Nndoiial  Swleiy 
for  (he  Pri^vnlinn  of  RIIndncM. 
New  York,  N Y 


DK  OAnHitXFARREI  L 
Diroctor  Entemii*.  PerUnr  School 
for  the  Blind.  Watertown.  .Mate. 
WlNTHROl’K  HOWfi:  Jli. 

Koche«l(^.  New  York 
JAKE  JACOBSON 

IViteidem.  American  AsBoclaiion 
of  Worker*  for  lh»*  Blind, 
PorUniouth.  Va. 

IIUWARDM  UKCH1Y 

Vice  Prortdmi.  MsUlda  ZieKler 
PublUhing  Comiunjr  for  the  Blind. 
Moiidey.N  Y 
RURKRTF.  MrCORMICK 
New  York.  N Y 
GAHFIEUJ  0 MERNER 
San  Franrleco.  CsBf. 
f.KORGEF  MKVT.R 

f awtitlvc  Director.  New  Jrieejr 
ConimiMion  for  the  Blind, 

Newark.  N J. 


UKTlARDlt.  MIOia 
New  York.  N Y 

J P.  MORG.AN.  n 
New  York.  N Y 

JANSKN  NOYKS,  JR. 

New  Yurk.  N Y 

DR  JOHN  PAIJ-KEY 
Dean.  Columbia  College, 

New  York.  N Y. 

KRF.R  L PAl.MER 
Cluhorall.  .Miim. 

STEPHEN  L PORTER 
Greenwich.  Conn 

ROBERT  M PROUTY 

MrtMachii«ei(ii  Atwirlation  for 
Pioniotliig  the  lnt«revt«  of  the 
Adult  Blltid,  Ooftun.  Mam 


PEIERJ.  SALMON 

Eaeciiiive  Director.  ltidu»trUtI 
Home  for  the  Blind. 
Rrookhn.  N.  Y 

EUSTACE  SELKIMAN 
New  York,  N Y. 


BYRON  M SMITH 

EaecuUve  DIrectoi.  MlrneApolU 
Socletx  for  (he  Blind.  Inc.. 
MinneapoliH.  Minn 

HEIXN  ZIEGLER  STFINKRAUS 

|hr*Ulent.  MatiUla  '/Icgler  Publl«hUt( 
Company  for  (he  Blind.  Inc  . 
Moiiwv.  N \ 

DR  JEROME  B WiFS.NLR 
Wdchtngtnn.D  C 

H.  A.  WOOD 

EwtMlvc  8(frrewr>.  Ncwih  CaroHna 
Cnmmi««ion  for  the  Blind. 
Raieigh.N  C. 


^tom  the  lPe6L 

VIRGINIA  SCHAROFF 

lbM(  

cc-  ^ ^7'^ 


i I (_  7- 

Dear  Nella; 

This  letter  arrived  today.  Will  you  be  good 
enough  to  handle  it?  Thanks, 

I am  leaving  tomorrow  night  for  a quick  trip 
(on  business)  to  Fla, 

I hope  you  and  your  husband  are  enjoying  the 
summer.  It  must  be  nice  and  cool  in  the  mts, 

Helen  enjoyed  her  birthday  very  much.  . Marion 


made  a cake,  we  had  icecream  and  a small  bottle  of 
champagne, 

Helen  and  the  gang  here  join  me  in  sending  affectionate 


good  wishes. 


E' 


Hemphill,  Noyes  CSj  Co. 

MEMBERS  NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 

8 Hanover  Street 
New  York  4.  N.  Y. 

HANOVER  2-4120 


July  6,  1962 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  sending  me  the  letter  from  J. 
Walter  Thompson  concerning  the  Reader's  Digest  article.  I 
immediately  called  Miss  Baldwin  of  the  advertising  agency 
advising  her  that  she  could  not  possibly  quote  Helen  in  this 
fashion  and  that  I would  not  ask  Helen  to  read  the  article  even 
though  it  was  available  in  braille.  I also  confirmed  my  tele- 
phone conversation  by  a letter  to  Miss  Baldwin. 

I am  delighted  you  are  having  a pleasant  summer.  Our 
kids  are  healthy  and  the  weather  is  fine.  The  stock  market  is 
relatively  unimportant. 

Kindest  regards. 


J . Noyes,  Jr ./jp 
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The  Hon.  HERBERT  HOOVER.  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 
Past  Honorary  Presidents 


American  Foundation  I'orthe  Blind,  Inc 


The  Hon.  JOHN  F.  KENNEDY.  Honorary  Prfsiclt'nf 


IIELKN  A.  KKLLER.  L.it.D.,  u..D. 
Counnvlor,  National  and 
International  Rclationa 
EUSTACE  SKLICMAN 
Chairman.  Hoard  of  Trustees 
JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 

President 

GEORGE  F.  MEYER 


Vice-President 
RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
SccTCtar]/ 

J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 


Treasurer 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
fJxccutivc  Director 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.Y. 
Telephone:  Watkins  Jt-0120 

Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


July  27,  1962 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
Frost  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella: 

I am  fully  cognizant  that  I have  not  followed  through  on  the  conference  we  had 
by  telephone  before  you  left  New  York  some  weeks  ago. 

I have  not  forgotten  that  1 was  going  to  assemble  some  examples  of  the  types 
of  things  Mr.  Noyes  and  I felt  you  could  assist  us  with  in  regard  to  Miss  Keller's 
affairs.  The  simple  truth  is  that  ever  since  then  I have  been  utterly  unable 
to  get  everything  done  in  each  of  the  days  that  I have  had  in  the  office,  and 
also  have  been  required  to  travel  somewhat  to  the  many  meetings  which  occur 
this  time  of  year. 

I had  hoped  to  have  enough  time  to  go  over  the  files  with  Mrs.  Kelleher  so  that 
our  next  conversation  could  be  based  upon  an  intelligent  study.  I now  find  that 
I am  writing  now  to  simply  let  you  know  that  I will  be  away  for  a few  weeks  and 
hope  to  find  the  time  in  late  August  to  work  on  this  matter  a bit  more. 

Meanwhile,  I hope  that  you  are  enjoying  a very  pleasant  summer  and  that  this 
finds  you  well. 


Executive  Director 


MRB/k 


Aiix’i'icdii  Foiiiidatioii  foythc  BUnd,  Inc. 

The  Hon.  JOHN  F.  KENNEDY.  Houomnj  President 

The  Hon.  HERBERT  HOOVER.  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 
Past  Honvrartj  Presidents 


HKLKN  A.  KKLI.ER,  L.H.n.,  i.i.,d. 
CounKflor,  National  and 
Jntrrnntional  IlrlaiionB 
EUSTACE  SKLir.MAN 
Chairman,  Hoard  of  TruMteen 
JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 

I’rcHidrnl- 

GEORCE  F.  MEYER 
Vicc-PrcHtdcnt 
RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
Secretary 
J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 
Trcanurcr 

M.  ROHERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


15  TFrsf  16th  Strevt,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  Watkhis  4-0^20 

Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


August  30 , 1962 


Mr.  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 

8 Hanover  Street 
New  York  4 , New  York 

Dear  Jan: 

As  you  know,  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  is  carrying  on  its  books  a sum 
of  $10,000  under  the  name  of  the  "Polly  Thomson  Fund."  1 believe  you  also  are 
aware  that  this  fund  was  accumulated  through  three  separate  donations  which  we 
received  from  Mrs.  Nella  Henney.  While  I believe  there  was  considerable  conver- 
sation at  the  time  about  the  wishes  of  Mrs.  Henney,  I think  it  has  been  lately  agreed 
that  it  was  her  intent  that  we  use  the  money  for  an  appropriate  memorial  to  Miss 
Thomson,  expressing  Mrs.  Henney's  and  our  deep  admiration  for  the  lifetime  of 
services  which  she  rendered. 

In  the  late  Spring  of  this  year,  I had  occasion  to  assure  Mrs.  Henney  that  the  fund 
was  still  intact  and  that  the  Trustees  had  not  yet  determined  what  would  be  the  best 
use  of  it.  I also  told  her,  however,  that  there  was  a strong  possibility  that  a tangible 
memorial  might  be  arranged  as  we  moved  further  into  our  current  building  expansion 
plan. 

The  recent  decision  of  National  Industries  for  the  Blind  to  move  its  headquarters  from 
our  premises  to  another  address  has  brought  this  possibility  much  more  quickly  to  a 
stage  of  reality.  The  staff  and  I would  like  to  respectfully  recommend  for  consideration 
by  you,  Mrs.  Henney  and  the  Trustees,  the  following  plan. 

The  Foundation  has  grown,  as  you  know,  tremendously  over  recent  years  in  every  aspect 
of  its  work  and,  as  a result,  has  found  itself  more  and  more  in  use  as  a "mecca"  for 
meetings,  conferences,  seminars  and  the  like  by  professional  personnel  from  all  over 
the  country  and  the  world.  Indeed,  we  have  encouraged  the  use  of  our  building  for 
such  events  for  very  obvious  reasons.  A great  many  of  these  meetings  are,  of  course, 
of  persons  concerned  with  projects  which  we  ourselves  are  conducting.  As  a result. 


Mr.  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 
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August  30 , 1962 


our  one  presently  available  meeting  room--the  Helen  Keller  Room--is  no  longer 
sufficient  to  meet  the  tempo  of  demand  and  frequently  the  size  or  nature  of  the  group 
in  session. 

We  are  convinced  that  the  organization  should  have  another  and  possibly  more 
spacious  area  for  all  kinds  of  events  which  involve  groups  of  people.  In  one  sense, 
it  could  be  thought  of  as  a small  auditorium,  or  in  another  sense  as  a conference 
room  with  relatively  generous  outfitting  of  work-tables  and  chairs.  Such  a room  also 
should  be  the  center  of  certain  displays  for  which  there  is  no  appropriate  space  else- 
where. For  example,  a "museum"  which  would  graphically  show  the  progress  throughout 
history  of  tangible  aids  and  devices,  books  and  other  items  devised  by  society  as  boons 
to  the  education  and  rehabilitation  of  blind  persons.  Another  example  would  be  an 
always  up-to-date  exhibit  of  the  Foundation's  own  current  literature,  devices  and  other 
related  items  . 

By  this  time,  you  already  can  anticipate  the  recommendation.  I would  hope  that  you 
might  consider  the  setting  aside  of  a space  as  generally  described  in  the  foregoing  , 
and  upon  completion  of  its  decoration  and  furnishing  , to  be  called  the  "Polly  Thomson 
Room."  Specifically,  we  have  in  mind  the  north  half  of  the  third  floor  in  the  building 
at  22  West  17th  Street,  which  provides  a total  floor  space  of  approximately  1,804 
square  feet.  By  comparison,  the  total  floor  space  in  the  present  Helen  Keller  Room  is 
984  square  feet.  We  have  not  yet)SOught  professional  design  nor  have  we  prepared  a 
detailed  listing  of  furnishings  which  would  be  desirable  and  necessary.  However,  I 
believe  that  with  care  the  fund  of  $10,000  would  make  it  possible  to  outfit  a very 
attractive  and  certainly  extremely  functional  area. 

I know  that  you  and  the  Trustees  are  always  concerned  with  the  possibility  that  valuable 
qDace  in  these  buildings  may  not  be  used  to  full  advantage.  I can  assure  you  that  the 
auditorium-conference  room  proposed  here  would  bean  exceedingly  busy  one,  and  that 
the  type  of  activity  which  would  center  there  would  be  a joy  to  Polly  Thomson  personally 
and  a fitting  tribute  to  her  own  deep  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  blind  and  deaf-blind 
persons . 

I will,  of  course,  be  glad  to  expand  upon  this  idea  and,  if  instructed,  will  prepare 
whatever  is  necessary  for  review  in  cooperation  with  yourself  and  the  Board  of 
Trustees . 

Best  personal  regards. 


Executive  Director 


MRB/k 
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in  sincere  appreciation  for  continued,  dedicated 
volunteer  service  to  the  blind 


Kxeriilivc  Director 


Hemphill,  Noyes  Co. 

MCMDERS  NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 

8 Hanover  Street 
New  York  4.  n.  y. 

HANOVER  2*4t20 


August  31,  1962 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Bob  spoke  to  me  a few  days  ago  about  the  possibility  of 
a much  needed  Folly  Thomson  Room. 

It  seems  to  me  that  you  might  consider  this  an  appropriate 
memorial  to  Polly.  Certainly  it  would  be  a very  useful  addition  to 
the  facilities  of  the  Foundation,  particularly  as  they  serve  groups 
from  other  organizations  working  for  blind  people. 

Please  let  me  know  your  preliminary  reaction  to  the  letter 
that  Bob  has  just  written  to  me. 

Hope  your  summer  has  been  a pleasant  one  and  that  the 
alphabetized  storms  stay  away  from  you. 


Sincerely, 


J.  Noyes,  Jr./jp 
Enclosure 


f\j  H . O'vi 
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Airmail  ■ 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 


NANCY  HAMILTON 


Vineyard  figven 
Sept.  8.  1962 


Dearest  Nella, 

It's  been  a joy  to  hear  from  you  and  TWICE, 
and  forgive  this  slow  reply  to  both.  First  of  all  Kft 
is  fine,  but  our  summer  has  been  hectic  in  every  way- 
house-guests,  casuals  AinD  weather,  not  to  mention  the 
va-et-vient  of  family  a^id  friends  and  tenants  in  neigh- 
boring establishments  and  it's  I who  am  about  ready 
for'' little  men  in  white  coats.  Ho'dver  after  this  weekend, 
over  which  we  are  being  visited  by  two  oddly  assorted 
groups-Francis  Robinson  on  the  one  hana  and  Mglvina  Hoff- 
man and  a nice  friend  on  the  other-  things  should  simmer 
down  a bit.  We  have  been  saying  this  since  June  First, 
of  course,  but  eventually  it  will  come  true. 


news  we'd  had  of  the  departiire  of  Amelia  Giadu  and  her 
husband,  Winnie  says  it  did  not  affect  Helen  badly, for 
which  we  rejoice.  But  now  who  is  in  charge  of  all  those 
affairs  or  need  we  ask? 


sounds  a good  thing  to  Kit  and  me,  anu  when  you  tell  is 
it  is  really  going  to  materialize.  Kit  and  I want  to 
do  som’thing  either  in  conjiinction  with  your  wonderful 
gift,  or  else  separately  for  the  room,  whichever  seems 
better  to  you.  If  your  own  darling  munificence  can 
accomplish  the  creation  of  the  entire  room,  then  we 
feel  it  should  be  your  personal  tribute  to  Polly,  and 
we  would  give  something  that  could  be  housed  in  it,  and 
that  was  needed.  Please  tell  us  anything  you  may  hear 
from  -iSarnett,  so  that  we  can  judge  how  to  proceed. 


and  I envy  you,  for  there's  nothing  I love  more  than 
that  kind  of  digging  and  that  kind  of  finding.  It's 


As  you  must 


Your  progress  report  on  the  memorial  to  Polly 


Yovir  summer  has  obviously  been  entrancing 


what  has  so  fascinated  me  about  my  Arthur  Whitten  Brown 
book,  on  which  incidentally  I've  not  been  able  to  do  a 
stroke  of  work  all  summero  This  has  been  frustrating  to 
a degree,  and  makes  me  wonder  too  often  if  am  even  fit 
to  call  myself  a writer,  a wonder  to  which  only  time 
itself  will  give  the  answer.  I have  managed  however,  to 
do  quite  a bit  of  work  on  the  beautiful  song  translations 
that  Flagstad  sent  me,  so  the  summer  hasn't  been  wholly 
unproductive.  And  my  iSarn  has  been  happily  tenanted- 
for  the  first  two  months  by  bore  Schary  and  his  wife, 
and  now  by  Mary  Martin  and  her  husband,  and  as  a landlord 
I am  at  last  a wild  success,  so  THAT  is  a comfort,  however 
time-consuming  landlordism  may  be.  And  is. 

I was  deeply  distressed  to  hear  about  Bert  Thomson 
and  1 know  you  must  have  been, too.  But  he  certainly  enjoyed 
a long  and  entertaining  life,  and  hope  he  was  allowed 
to  make  a quick  exit. 

'"'e'll  be  here  until  the  first  of  November  at  least, 
we  hope,  and  one  of  these  golden  *^eptember  days  I'll  call 
you  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  your  voice.  Meanwhile 
much  love  to  Keith  and  you  from  Kit  and  me. 
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THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 
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-Date:- 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 
-From 


To:^ From: Date: 


Qcnhj  ,(iyJct  '^'  ‘y^’^' 


.’JUyL^ 

/y  ly^/  ■ ^ ./ 


7^ir^( 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


September  24,  1962 


Deair  Mrs . Henney : 

I am  so  pleased  to  be  sending  you  one  of 
the  first  copies  of  THE  THREE  LIVES  OF  HELEN 
KELLER.  I myself  am  very  happy  with  the  book 
amd  I hope  you  will  be  as  pleased  with  it  as 
we  here  are. 


Mrs.  Hella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City 
New  York 

NBrmc 


Youra  sincerely 


Naomi  Burton 
Senior  Editor 


book  under  separate  cover 
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Hemphill.  Noyes  Co. 

8 Hanover  Street 
New  York  4.  N.  Y. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowviile,  Nev^  Hampshire 


Hemphill,  Noyes  (iSj  Co. 

MEMBERS  NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANOE 


8 Hanover  Street 
New  York  4.  n.  Y. 

HANOVER  2-4120 


October  30,  1962 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville,  .New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  the  advice  with  regard  to  the  request 
of  Ken  McCormick.  I attach  a copy  of  my  note  to  him  and  have 
sent  the  correspondence  to  the  Foundation  for  file. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  board  of  the  Foundation 
last  week,  the  authorization  for  the  Folly  Thomson  Auditorium 
was  made  with  great  enthusiasm.  Again,  I want  to  express  our 
thanks  to  you  and  to  Mr.  Henney  for  this  memorial  gift. 


J.  Noyes,  Jr./jp 
Enclosure 


Octot-er  30,  1962 


Mr,  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  A Company,  Inc. 

575  Madison  Avenue 
New  York  22,  New  York 

Dear  Mr.  McCormick: 

I have  in  hand  a memo  to  ycL  from  Mina  Turner,  a copy 
of  which  I have  initialed  and  attached.  This  was  forviaided  to 
me  by  Mrs.  Henney, 

On  behalf  of  Helen  Keller,  I cm  pleased  tc  grant  this 


permission. 


Sincerely, 


J.  Noyes,  Jr./jp 
Enclosure 


C.  isdoiaO 


iaiflfiodsli  .^M 
.ani  ^ '{tbtUiuiiQ 

' •uncvA  nMibtM  STS 

iioY  w«M  iToY  uraN 

t.-i9i«=r03M  .iM 

vqod  • ,7»niuT  «nlM  oori  uoy  omsm  • bns<1  nl  »v»(1  1 
oi  b*bi»tno\  a««  alrfl  .bMlaai^s  bne  b»l»iiJnl  9v»S  I dai.'fw  io 

»}(*nn*H  .ciM  yd  »c 

• idi  JnaT^  oi  btMsalq  «3  1 (Xaiia^  oaiaH  lo  Yladad  nO 


.nol««im*q 


«Ylrx«ani3 


ql,\.iL  ,**Yt’* 

nuaolani 


MM.7a2  ART  141 

MEMORANDUM 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


To: Hftnnay From: Mrs  - Loniflg Daft;;  10~19-6l 

Subject 

JOHiraY  TREMAIN 

The  last  two  volumes  received.  Volumes  2 and  3 were  too  thin  for 
two  volumes,  so  we  have  combined  them  here  at  the  Bindery  into  Volume  2, 
Please  then,  make  your  next  volume  Volume  3 starting  at  page  136. 

Thank  you. 


Snowvllle,  Hew  Hampshire 
Oot.  31,  1961 


Dear  Mrs.  Lomax t > 

I got  my  typewriter  going  again  and  have 
finished  the  next  two  chapters  of  JOHUKTi'’  7H7SKAIN— pages 
156-255.  Since  this  ooraes  to  99  pages  I am  up  against 
the  same  problem  as  before.  Are  99  pagea  too  much  for  one 
volume?  Or  should  I make  it  Into  two?  It  will  divide 
nicely  Into  two  voluiaes,  one  50  pages,  tho  other  56  pages. 
It  seems  to  me  that  It  would  mutilate  the  manuscript  to 
divide  It  arbitrarily  anywhere  else — almost  like  breaking 
It  off  In  the  middle  of  a sentence,  the  chapters  are 
almost  like  self-ooniained  s lories  within  themeelves, 

When  you  make  your  decision,  will  you 
please  telegraph  me  here  collect?  I am  anxious  to  get  the 
manuscript  off  before  I leave  here,  which  will  probably 
be  some  time  next  week.  I am  sending  a copy  of  this 
letter  to  Mrs,  Scharoff. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


>i'r6.  Kal  th  rienney 


Mrs.  Lomax 
IHE  Braille  Center 
147-16  Archer  Ave. 
Jamaloa  35 
Hew  York 
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Dear  Nella: 

I don ' t 

sup.ose  you  know  that  I 
lost  Ey  beioved  coEyanion, 

Kaisie,  of  thirty  years, 
over  a y ;ar  ago.  Since  that 
tiEe  I have  been  so  filled  with 
grief,  which  I have  not  been 
able  to  overcoEe,  that  I ha.ve  not 
vrritten  any  Chris tEas  cards, 

■ nd  Eost  oi  the  tiEe,  not  even 
birthday  C;:.rds.It  is  the  first 
tiEe  in  l.y  life  thi.t  I have  been 
so  floored,  and  I don’t  seeE  to 
be  able  to  con-'j^uer  it.  Life 

without  her  siEyly  lias  no 
Eeaning,  ana  the  only  tiling  I can 


yi 


TT 


HOLIDAY 


Reason 


coBij  are 


it  to  is  when  Helen  lost  'leacher,  for  Kaisie  was  iny  whole 
life,  and  I am  left  entirely  alone,  without  a soul  except 
some  cousins. That  is  wh;^  you  hae  not  heard  from  me,  and 
it  is  the  only  reason,  for  when  I heard  that  you  and  Helen 
hiid  had  a misunderstanding,  I made  up  my  mind  that  it  hiid 
nothing  to  do  W'ith  me.  I hope  now  you  have  made  it  up,  and 
I am  not  a little  surprised  at  her,  after  the  years  of 
friendship,  and  all  you  have  done  for  her.  But  I am  not 
the  one  to  judge,  only  I do  not  want  it  to  interfere  with 
your  friendship  and  mine. 

I wish  you  a hs.p^y  Christmas  and  a hap^y 
year,  even  tho  I cannot  have  one,  and  never  shall  agc.in, 
until  I rejoin  her  in  a better  world. 

No,  I am  far  from  well,  have  a day  and 
night  nurse,  tho  I am  able  to  get  out  some.  But  I found  a 
companion  unable  to  cope  with  my  illness,  so  had  to  solve 
the  pboblem  in  this  way,  even  tho  it  is  breaking  the 
bank.lfy  bowel  trouble  is  ciironic,  so  there  is  no  hope  of 
m2'’  getting  better,  except  ’when  I pass  on,  and  that  time 
cannot  c.ome  too  soon  for  me. 

I am  sorry  to  wTite  to  j^ou  like  this  at 
this  season  of  the  j'-ear,  but  it  is  the  way  I feel,  and 
1-Iaisie's  birthday  comes  v a:y  soon,  and  that  makes  it 
doubly  hard  for  me. 

I am  able  to  do  vriy'  little  'work,  but  am 
still  continuing  'with  the  collection,  and  it  is  growing 
by  leaps  and  bounds.  How  did  yov.  like  the  new  book  about 
Helen,  "The  Three  Lives  of  Helen  Keller",  ,ublished  by 
Doubleday?  I thot  it  the  best  th  .t  h.is  ever  been  w'titten 
about  hey,  and  so  did  Kildr-d. 

Much  love,  my  dear,  and  let  me  hear  from 
you.  Best  -v.'ithes  of  the  season. 


Dec.  18,  1968. 

Maisie  died  on  October  eighth  a year  ago,  after  a four--nd- 
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RESOLUTION 


WHEREA.S  the  late  Miss  Polly  Thomson,  long-time  devoted 

companion  and  associate  of  Miss  Helen  Keller,  Is 
deemed  by  the  Trustees  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind  to  have  served  our  cause  significantly? 
and 

WHEREAS  It  Is  believed  that  the  life  and  work  of  Miss 

Polly  Thomson  should  be  memorialized  In  such  manner 
as  to  constitute  a tangible  demonstration  of  her 
associates'  gratitude  and  esteem,  and  also  In  wuoh 
manner  that  her  own  effort  to  advance  the  cause  of 
services  to  blind  persons  might  be  continued,  at 
least  In  small  part?  and 

funds  have  been  made  available  which  will  make 
possible  the  creation  of  such  a memorial  through 
the  generosity  of  a close  friend  and  admirer  of 
Miss  Thomson: 

that  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  set  aside 
appropriate  space  In  Its  New  York  City  headquarters 
to  be  officially  named  the  Polly  Thomson  Room,  to  be 
formally  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Miss  Thomson  and 
to  the  Ideals  toward  which  she  strove;  such  room  to 
be  equipped  for  use  of  all  comremed  with  the 
development  of  services  to  blind  persons  In  conference 
together,  and  for  certain  vital  exhibits  of 
historical  and  current  educational  value;  and 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  THAT  THE  MEMBERS  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  In  Annual  Meeting 
assembled  on  October  25$  1962,  express  their 
official  thanks  as  a group,  as  well  as  personal 
appreciation  of  Its  hkzxx  several  members  Individually, 
to  Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney  and  to  Mr,  Keith  Henney 
for  their  generous  contribution  of  funds  for 
furnishing  the  Polly  Thomson  Room,  conscious  of  the 
fact  that  Nella  Braddy  Henney  herself  Is  one  of  those 
who  for  years  has  also  given  unselfishly  of  her 
talent  and  time  In  support  of  Miss  Keller's 
objectives, 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  a copy  of  this  Resolution  should  be 

appropriately  displayed  In  the  Polly  Thomson  Room 
so  that  all  who  assemble  here  may  gain  further 
Inspiration  for  their  own  efforts  In  the  knowledge 
that  this  great  lady  hoped  the  example  of  her  own 
dedication  would  be  of  value  to  them  In  continued 
service. 


WHEREAS 

NOW,  THEREFORE, 
BE  IT  RESOLVED 
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January  1;,  I963 


Mr, K. McCormick,  Chief  Editor 
Doubledsy  Sr  Company 
575  Madison  Avenue 
New  York, 22. 

N.Y. 


My  deer  Mr, KcComlok: 

By  the  time  you  receive  this  letter,  you  will  have  heard 
from  Nella  Henney,  advising  you  that  I would  be  writing, 

I celled  upon  her  for  help  and  she  was  kind  enough  to 
direct  me  to  you, 

I am  writing  on  behalf  of  The  Industrial  Homo  for  the  Blind. 
Our  egency  services  the  blind , partially  sighted  and  limited 
vision  children,  now  intergrated  into  the  public  school 
system,  Ve  must  provide  their  text  books  in  whatever 
medium  required;  braille,  clear-type,  or  recording. 

When  we  have  a lull  in  our  text  book  program,  or  where  we 
have  volunteers  who  cannot  work  under  pressure  to  meet 
deadlines  for  the  school  terra,  we  must  supply  them  with 
supplementary,  or  non  text  book,  material. 

Unfortunately,  Mr, McCormick,  we  are  not  in  a position, 
financially,  to  buy  these  books,  end  yet  there  is  a very 
great  need  for  them.  Many  agencies  and  libraries  have 
these  books,  to  give  out  on  loan  to  our  children,  but  there 
never  seems  to  be  enough.  All  too  often  when  our  child  has 
a book  report  to  prepare  for  "outside"  reading,  the  book  is 
not  available  at  the  time  needed,  Ve  must  transcribe  many 
more,  and  try  to  give  them  a wider  choice. 

Therefore,  sir,,  ,1  write  you.  There  la  a group  of  books 
titled  the  "si^^Books  Series".  They  are  published  by  you. 
There  are  many  in  the  series  - all  unrelated.  I am  not 


Mr,  MoCormloli.  °age  f2 


certain  whether  they  edvance  In  reading  level,  or  are  ell 
within  one  grade  level  range.  Hegardless,  If  I were  In  a 
position  to  have  five,  ten,  or  oven  two  transcribed,  I 
would  be  srrateful. 

When  I told  Nells  my  problem,  she  thought  perhsps  you 
might  have  some  slightly  damaged  copies  - as  long  as  the 
volunteer  can  read  the  print,  I do  not  cere  about  the 
appearance  of  them. 

Do  you  thlnlc,  Mr, MoCoinnlok,  you  could  possibly  help  us  out? 
This  may  be  an  unusual  request,  but  so  very  Important  to 

us. 

Would  you  give  this  some  thought  and  see  If  you  can  help 
us  In  any  way.  Should  there  be  any  question  - any 
clarification  needed  - I can  be  reached  at  my  office  - 
Pioneer  7-7<^60. 

If  I can  have  these  - when  do  I need  them?-  Yesterday'.  It 
Is  so  time  consuming  to  reproduce  these  books  end  the 
children  wait  for  them  with  bated  breath, 

I thank  you  end  Nella  Henney,  for  giving  mo  your  time. 


Very  truly  yours. 

I 


VS:fkp 


(Mrs)  Virginia  Scharoff 
Coordinator  of  Volunteer 
Transcribing  Seirvlces. 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  '-MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


January  15,  1963 


Dear  Nella; 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  January  1st  letter.  When 
Mrs.  Virginia  Scharoff  calls,  I will  certainly  do  my 
best  to  cooperate. 

I'm  so  happy  to  hear  that  all  goes  well  with  Helen. 
Give  her  my  love  when  you’re  with  her. 


P.  S.  I just  discovered  that  I have  received  a letter 
from  Mrs.  Scharoff.  I'll  do  my  best. 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City 
New  York 


Sincerely 


!en  McCormick 


0/'.^ 


KMcC/jr 


t.  ^ 


UttM  xim  TAJUvut  - u »ioT  WM  j JMBT/A  KuixiAM  ..DKI  ,YKA<lMOD  A YAQUJlK;orX 


ia  CdCX  ,il  ^UBunsl 


:dl9t1  iksQ 


ttadW  .laJkU  ud  ‘{IsuobI  :u»^  idt  ibuot  OB  BJinnifr 

Xra  o4>  xlAifilxdo  JJiw  I .Bii«3  lluiadoS  iajiijjtiV  .ttoM 

.sIKTsqooa  oJ  )«;><! 

dliw  Ubw  «»o&  iU  >iidi  lB£>d  03  XC}<1£<1  oz  fli'l 
.lad  ri3i«r  oi'uox  icotw  ovoi  xnt  'lodisvlO 

tXiuiasolid 
^i  jJonoOoM  o9jl\ 

\ 

X9)HJ  a b»vte  j»i  9vm1  I 3«b  bsiuvoosA)  3au(  I .Z  .*! 

x<n  <i>  Jl'l  .ilo3u(lr>8  omi 


•(sonaH  sliaK  .siM 
3b'ji>«iifln  111 

i<l  > rt-l'Tiiq^ 
iloY  w9M 


■JO/  poi/dclD  nfduAdoQ  'puifg 
»({l  JO/  ati/tJOiot/ogaqn/^  b_uou/om  jo  vopojopoj  Dwoqo/y  oqi  jo/  itrjjo  oqi 
Aq  poiouoQ  -Arnuu/jf  oilOIJoqQ  Aq  DutMOjp  /ouiO/jq  'J»U»X  (‘b/*//  jo  ffOJtJOj 


iio\ox^  aip 

*SIUJ0-J0-|B03  AtlOJ^ 


*9^04009  pue  *aBOtIjnJ  jo  ijcluinij)  aip  o| 

XbM  9l|)  J9A3JOJ 

jiaiJs  9Ai)BaJ3 

*99U9pS  pUB  8B9U3|JBp  IjllM  0(|*i 

||B  jO  B)JB9lj  9l|)  Ul  sJoij  JO  ^UOS  B )ncl 
iUOIBIA  M9U  pjJOM  3t|)  U9AI^  OAOtj  DO^ 

OO.OA  pOIBUl  ,|,m  puB  SS3^iH91^ 

vicjiunosnji^  :9;>e|(IipjiQ 
ueue)iuBUinp|  . joipny  jbioijo^ 
J3)t|^neQ  snoiJ)sn|||  s ouibc|B|Y' 


aanaM  Naaan  o 


Jan.  20,  1963. 


A» 


"'ella: 


Thank  "oa  for  rnriting  to  Lie  so  frankly,  for 
it  is  better  for  Ee  to  ioiov,-  the  truth,  hilar od  did  the  saue 
thing,  so  I aa  prep '.red^ -Losing  Maisie  is  the  worst  thj.ng 
that  lic.s  ever  iTS-ppened  to  r.;e,  raid  I shiall  never  be  over  it 
until  I rejoin  her  in  a better  vorld.  But  hov  can  I g^-^e  BBR 
up,  tc-o?  It  seers  Eore  than  I c.-.n  bear,  and  yet  I do  not  w-anu 
her  to  linger  on  in  tnis  state  of  ijotnin.:ness,  as  r-il'-^rad 
described  it. For  fifty  years  she  hr  s been  the  greatest 
Ir.spiration  Of  sy  lifo,  and  how  I can  nov  give  her  u..  is 
Kore  than  I can  aee.  let,  loy  one  j^jnsolation  is  tliat  sn-e 
will  be  reuiiitea  -„-ith  da  cling  'Jtucher.I  only  wish  thar  she 

might  take  me  irith  her. 

I am  working  Ir.rd  on  the  co. -lection  :-t  tins 


mooent,  trj'ing  to  L'st  three  books  tb;^t  coritain  sooething  ' 

large  ■ 

in  tlieE  about  Helen.  The  collection  fis  nov/  housed  in  six'tsa 

'i 

bookcases.  Teacher  saw  it  when  it  v,-as  onl3'’  jujt  begiin,  and  i 
thot  it  wonderful.  VJliat  would  she  think  now?  I have  a 
seventh  bookcase,  devoted  to  guide  doj  s.  Teacher  asked  me 
to  leave  the  collection  to  the  Foundation,  so  that  is  -.hat 
I am  doing.  Eelga  saw  it  a few  3;- ears  ago,  when  it  w:.s  much 
smaller  twan  it  now  is,  and  thot  it  vronderful  then,  and  it 
grows  dail:/. 


Braille,  but  Mildred  assures  me  that  she  wouldn't  loiow 
from  whom  it  was  nor  what  it  said,  so  I haven't  done  it 
yet.  i-.'hat  do  3’’ou  think? 


about  her?  I think  it  is  the  best  one  ever  v.Titten  about 
her,  and  loved  everything  about  it,  even  tlio  they  gave 
Perkins  the  dredit  for  a picture  of  her  th^it  I discovered — 


maybe  Perkins  had  it,  too'. 

I am  so  thankful  that  3'our  li ' tie  difference 
Imis  been  patched  up,  for  it  musl^  mean  so  much  to  Helen  to 
have  a friend  like  3'ou  nearby  now. 

I will  apprMiiate  it  if  you  will  keep  me 
j-osted.  With  much  love. 


I have  been  trs’-ing  to  -write  Kelen  in 


Also,  what  did  3'ou  think  of  the  latest  book 


The  Hon.  HERBERT  HOOVER,  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN,  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 
Past  Honorary  Presidents 


American  FouncUtfion  forfhcBUncI,  Inc 


The  Hon.  JOHN  F.  KENNEDY,  Honorary  President 


HELEN  A.  KELLER,  un.D.,  ll.d. 
CounnvloT,  Ntilional  nnd 
Iiitrrnntional  Rdttliona 
EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 
Chairman,  Hoard  of  Trustees 
JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 

President 

GEORGE  F.  MEYER 


Virp-President 
RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 


Secretary 
J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 


Treasurer 

M. ROBERT  BARNETT 


Executive  Director 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  Watkins  U-0I^20 


Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


January  25  , 1963 


Mrs . Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Nella: 

This  is  just  a brief  note  in  response  to  yours  of  January  11. 

Jansen  Noyes — whose  idea  it  was  to  have  a small  supply  of  the  particular 
picture  of  Miss  Keller  of  which  you  recently  received  a copy--agrees  with  your 
suggestion.  I understand  that  Nancy  Hamilton  is  away  from  the  City  for  some 
weeks.  On  the  other  hand,  perhaps  you  know  differently  since  my  information 
is  very  indirect.  At  any  rate,  we  will  wait  to  send  hers  until  we  know  definitely 
where  to  send  it. 

The  one  to  Mrs.  Tyson  will  be  shipped  today. 

Call  me  at  any  time  you  would  like  to  pursue  the  other  thoughtful  suggestions 
with  regard  to  the  planned  Polly  Thomson  Auditorium.  We  should  be  able  to 
begin  actual  preparation  and  renovation  of  the  room  in  the  late  Spring. 

Best  personal  regards. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


M.  Rc 

Executive  Director 


MRB/k 


dher  .:idc 


January  25,  1963 


Mrs.  Mildred  Tyson 
831  Felder  Avenue 
Montgomery,  Alabama 

Dear  Mrs.  Tyson: 

Recently  my  office  at  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  acquired  a very 
small  quantity  of  a particularly  nice  photograph  of  Miss  Keller. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. , we  keep  the  supply  for  presenta- 
tion to  persons  of  particular  significance  from  time  to  time.  Mrs.  Henney  is 
one  of  those  who  has  received  it  and  she  believes  that  you  would  find  it 
equally  satisfying  to  have  a copy.  I am,  therefore,  having  one  mailed  to  you 
today  under  separate  cover  which  should  reach  you  in  the  next  few  days. 

I sincerely  hope  this  finds  you  well. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRB/k 


cc: 


Mrs.  Henney 


January  29 


1963 


Miss  Nancy  Hamilton 
Peter  Rock 

Palisades,  New  York 
Dear  Miss  Hamilton; 

Recently  my  office  at  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  acquired  a very 
small  quantity  of  a particularly  nice  photograph  of  Miss  Helen  Keller. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. , we  keep  the  supply  for  presen- 
tation to  persons  of  particular  significance  from  time  to  time.  Mrs.  Henney 
is  one  of  those  who  has  received  it  and  she  believes  that  you  would  find  it 
equally  satisfying  to  have  a copy.  I am,  therefore,  having  one  mailed  to 
you  today  under  separate  cover  which  should  reach  you  in  the  next  few  days. 

I sincerely  hope  this  finds  you  and  Miss  Cornell  well. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


M*®/  mk 


cc:  Mrs 


Henney 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


57  WILLOUGHBY  STREET 
BROOKLYN  1.  N Y. 


MAIN  4.5152 


OFFICE  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 


January  29,  1963 


Dear  Nella: 

Lilyan  and  I are  most  grateful  for  your  kind 
thoughts  relative  to  our  recent  marriage.  We 
are  trying  our  best  to  get  caught  up  on  corres- 
pondence, and  in  the  meantime  wanted  to  get  off 
this  brief  note  to  you  because  your  good  wishes 
and  congratulations  mean  so  much  to  us.  In  fact, 
we  are  having  a renewal  of  life  in  a way  by  hearing 
from  so  many  of  our  good  friends,  and  this  means  a 
great  deal  to  us,  we  assure  you. 

With  every  good  I'Jish, 


Cordially, 


PJ3 :md 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
111  - 5th  Street 
Garden  City,  N.Y. 


SIDNEY  BUTLER  SMITH 

ONE  EMERSON  PLACE 
BOSTON  14.  MASSACHUSETTS 


February  10,  I965 


Dear  Nella  t 

Since  your  recent  letter  Kother  and  I have  been 
talking  about  the  Polly  Thomson  room  at  the  Foundation. 
I have  looked  through  our  volumes  of  memorabilia  and  do 
not  find  a picture  of  Polly  and  Annie  alone  together, 
but  there  are  two  of  Helen,  Polly  and  Annie.  One  has 
the  date  of  April  25,  1956  though  I feel  sure  it  was 
taken  somewhat  before  that.  Annie  is  sitting  on  a sofa 
in  whet  was  probably  the  house  in  Forest  Hills  with  a 
floor  lamp  behind  her.  Helen  is  next  to  her  and  there 
is  a vas^  of  daffodils  on  a table  between  them.  Polly 
is  next  to  Helen  in  a simple  black  dress  with  her  hands 
in  her  lap,  and  her  face  is  in  profile. 

The  other  picture  carries  no  date  on  the  front  and 
is  of  approximately  the  same  time  though  I rather  think 
a little  earlier.  Helen  is  on  the  left  holding  the 
leash  of  a Scotch  terrier  named  "Darkie".  Annie  is  in 
the  middle  looking  straight  ahead.  Polly  is  on  the 
right  with  her  arm  around  Annie's  shoulder.  "Helga" 
the  large  Great  Dane  is  in  front.  This  picture  has 
a neitral  background  and  if  there  were  a reason  for 
needing  a picture  of  Polly  and  Annie  together  it  could 
be  accomplished  by  enlarging  a portion  of  this. 

A picture  I like  very  much  was  taken  by  Srich 
Kastan  (59  W.  56th  St.,  NYC)  of  Helen  sitting  on  the 
floor  with  Polly  at  a desk  spelling  into  Helen's  hand. 

I don't  know  the  date  but  it  probably  is  in  the  195^'3« 

All  of  the  pictures  are  probably  in  the  files  of 
the  Foundation  or  in  Westport.  I mention  them  only 
because  we  have  copies. 

As  far  as  other  documents  are  concerned  we  do  have 
a number  of  letters  from  Polly  to  Mother.  They  tell  of 


SIDNEY  BUTLER  SMITH 
ONE  EMERSON  PLACE 
BOSTON  14.  MASSACHUSETTS 


various  trips  and  are  interesting,  from  a personal  stand- 
point, but  needless  to  say  the  handwriting  is  such  that 
they  would  all  have  to  be  copied  if  they  were  to  have 
any  usefulness  to  anyone, 

Now  about  the  Memorial  Room  itself.  You  speak  of 
the  big  piece  which  came  from  the  Bell  Laboratories, 
but  what  of  other  furniture?  Is  there  some  special 
piece,  fer  some  group,  which  we  might  assist  with? 

'.Vhat  of  panelling,  or  lights,  or  tables,  or  chairs,  or 
carpets.  In  a letter  dated  March  26,  I960  you  indicate 
that  some  proceeds  from  the  movie  of  "The  Miracle  Worker" 
going  to  you  and  Helen  will  oe  assigned  to  the  Foundation, 
but  does  that  mean  that  any  of  it  will  be  used  for  the 
Thomson  Room?  I think  it  fair  to  say  that  Mother  and 
I would  like  to  have  a part  in  making  this  a handsome 
and  useful  room,  but  you  should  t*ll  us  how  to  do  it. 

Does  it  sound  as  if  we  had  some  items  which  would 
be  appropriate  for  the  Room?  Would  it  be  of  any  use  if 
I came  down  with  our  volumes  and  let  you  or  othe  Founda- 
tion people  take  a look — or  would  you  perhaps  stop  here 
on  your  way  to  Showville?  I am  reluct-.nt  to  remove 
items  from  our  volumes  but  naturally  if  anything  were 
wanted  which  could  be  copied  or  transcribed  I would  do 
anything  I could  to  facilitate  matters.  And  as  far 
as  any  contriDution  is  concerned,  you  should  let  us 
know  what  is  contemplated  that  has  not  already  been 
taken  care  of. 

I would  be  glad  to  come  down  and  talk  with  you  or 
Katharine  Cornell  or  Nancy  Hamilton  about  a concerted 
action  if  that  was  desired.  Maybe  you  will  telephone 
us  sometime  and  let  us  know  how  plans  are  developing. 

If  a telephone  call  ware  made  it  might  be  good  if  I 
were  present  on  this  end  as  the  details  might  than  be 
recorded . 

Our  very  best  to  you  and  Keith, 


February  19,  1963 

Mr.  K.  KoComleh,  Chief  Editor 
Doubled By  ^ Company 
575  Madison  Avenue 
New  York  P.Y. 

My  deflr  Mr,  McCormlclc: 

^leaoo  forr^i'  o this  lone^  overdue  letter  but  I left  for 
vacation  .lust  es  your  shipment  of  the  "Real  Book  Series" 
arrived . 

I was  so  dallf»hted  end  so  very  vrateful  to  you  I wanted 
no  one  to  write  you  on  my  behalf  - I wanted  to  do  it 
personally, 

Mr.  Mc'^ormlck,  these  books  have  already  been  assigned 
and,  T believe,  there  were  forty-five  ^U5)  of  them. 

When  they  are  finished  in  Braille,  they  will  be  done 
In  Clear-Type,  You  cannot  possibly  conceive  how  very 
much  you  have  done  for  us  as  an  aftency  and,  therefore, 
for  our  blind  children.  Now  they,  too,  will  have  a 
little  more  of  what  their  sio;h’'ed  companions  have. 

These  books  are  not  only  "pleasure  readlnr"  but 
"reference"  books  for  them  too. 

On  behalf  of  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  and  for 
the  children  we  service,  I am  most  c^reteful  to  yoh. 

Sincerely, 


VSrfkD 


(Mrs.)  Vlrf^lnia  Scharoff 
Coordinator  of  Volunteer 
T^ansorlblnm  Services. 


American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

The  Hon.  JOHN  F.  KENNEDY,  Honorary  President 

The  Hon.  HERBERT  HOOVER,  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 
Past  Honorary  Presidents 

15  West  16tk  Street,  h‘ew  York  11,  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 

Cable  Addrcee:  Foundation,  New  Yorle 

March  1,  19  63 


HELEN  A.  KELLER,  l.h.d..  ul.d. 
Cottnaelor,  National  and 
International  Relatione 
EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 
Chairman,  Board  of  Trueteee 
JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 

President 

GEORGE  F.  MEYER 
V ice-Preeiden  t 
RICHARD  IL  MIGEL 
Secretary 
J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 

Treasurer 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Fxecutive  Director 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Nella; 

I am  sorry  to  have  been  so  long  in  answering  your  letter  of  February  14,  but 
I have  been  away  from  the  office  on  out-of-town  trips  much  of  the  time 
recently. 

1 am  enclosing  the  Foundation's  official  receipt  for  the  very  generous  contribu- 
tion of  Mrs.  Bertha  Morgan  which  you  transmitted  to  us  in  your  letter.  All 
of  us  here  would  deeply  appreciate  it  if  you  would  not  only  give  1he  receipt 
to  her,  but  also  tell  her  how  much  her  assistance  toward  the  creation  of  the 
Polly  Thomson  Memorial  is  valued. 

Best  personal  regards. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

M.  T^obert  Bprnett 
Executive  Director 


MRB/k 


enc. 


TblKPHONK  WATKINS  4*0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

IB  WEST  IBth  BTREET 
NEW  YORK  11.  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


March  1,  1963 


Miss  Ann  Braddy 
924  Huckman  Road 
Augusta,  Georgia 

Dear  Miss  Braddy: 

It  is  with  a great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I send  you  the  attached  receipt  for 
your  generous  contribution  toward  the  creation  and  maintenance  of  a memorial 
to  the  late  Miss  Polly  Thomson 

Mrs.  Nella  Henney  forwarded  your  contribution  to  us,  and  we  agreed  that  I 
would  send  you  the  receipt  directly.  This  also  gives  us  an  opfortunity  on 
behalf  of  the  Trustees  and  staff  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  and  best 
wishes . 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

MRB/k 

receipt  enclosed 


cc:  Mrs.  Henney 


Conanf 


WEST  HILL  MARLBORO.  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

March  lii,  I963 


Dearest  Nella, 

I don't  deserve  one  word  of  sympathy  but  how  happily  I 
huddle  under  your  vast  understanding;  this  reluctance  to  -..ut 
one  foot  after  another  is  NOT  a disease  one  dare  confess  at 
large.  So  much  simpler  to  have  a well-broken  leg.  However 
it's  passing  and  I hope  with  you,  too.  Dammit  is  the  only 
cheering  word  I know  so dammit. 

Tou  and  ^eith  did  a truly  magnificent  job  on  the  baton 
town  records.  I wonder  if  you  have  ever  tried  to  read  any 
like  documents  of  the  usual  or  even  the  state  historical 
society.  They  are  incredible.  You  make  the  old  town  live 
again  which  is  no  small  accomplishment.  And  I have  used  the 
physical  make-up  as  a sample  of  the  type  that  should  appear 
in  a League  pamphlet.  Gorilla  Williams  and  I have  been 
rewriting  an  old  Know  Your  Town  booklet  - proved  to  be  more  of 
a job  than  we  had  bargained  for  but  the  last  of  the  copy 
went  in  yesterday.  I have  now  learned  how  a town  is  run: 
ten  paid  election  officials  for  each  of  the  five  wards  vdiich 
means  it  takes  fifty  people  to  elect  a #1200  a yr.  Mayor. 

Quel  knowledge. 

memorial  room 

The  Polly  Thomson/is  the  happiest  of  thoughts  and  it  makes 
me  feel  good  to  have  a part  in  the  tiniest  inch  of  it.  My 
mind  goes  back  to  her  enthusiasms  and  dedication;  knowing  her 
those  few  years  is  a memory  that  I treasure.  Bless  herl 

bnow  is  still  heaped  around  us,  higher  than  usual  it  seems 
to  me  and  then  statistics  come  around  to  tell  me  that  in  Feb. 


WEST  HILL  MARLBORO.  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 


1962  we  had  37  inches  of  snow  and  in  I963  only  1?.  Must  be  that 
nothing  has  melted  since  Dec.  1st...  G-,rol  and  Henr'-  were  here 
four  days  over  Washington's  birthday  and  proved  to  be  rewarding 
visitors  - they  were  enchanted  with  snowshoeing  and  woods  and 
skiing  sightsj  >rtiy  would  anyone  go  to  Florida  at  this  time  of 
year,  sez  they.  It  is  truly  beautiful. 

A breath  of  spring  shows  up  now  and  then  along  with  the 
purple  finch,  goldfinch  and  one  lone  redwinged  blackbird.  Which 
no  longer  fool  us  about  the  deep  freeze.  Speaking  of  foiling  that 
little  horror  you  sent  on  betrayed  me  comoletely  and  L.  makes  no 
claims  on  acct.  of  heforactically  had  to  sift  kkx  one  of  his  word 
books.  It  bothers  me  that  the  mind  can  be  so  trapped. 

Like  the  human  race  as  shown  up  in  Golding's  Lord  of  the 
Flies.  It  is  a devastating  book  and  I don't  know  how  so  many 
people  can  bear  to  read  itj  I gritted  the  teeth.  Certainly 
writers  and  artists  today  hate  themselves  and  their  fellow 
humans  and  I admit  with  reason.  At  the  same  time  I have  found 
something  else  in  the  race  of  man.  Pollyanna,  God  bless  her, 
was  unconscious  of  her  snarling  Id. 

But  more  anon  and  I hope  face  to  face.  Love  and  love 


TiuKPHONB  WAtkinb  4*0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

IB  WIBT  IBtm  »TR«*T 
NIW  YORK  n.  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


March  28,  1963 


Mrs.  Lawrence  Conant 

Marlboro 

New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Conant: 

It  is  with  a great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I send  you  the  attached  receipt  for 
your  generous  contribution  toward  the  creation  and  maintenance  of  a 
memorial  to  the  late  Miss  Polly  Thomson.  It  was  particularly  gratifying 
to  us  to  hear  your  own  expression  of  warm  feelings  about  the  life  and  work 
of  Miss  Thomson. 

Mb.  Nella  Henney  forwarded  your  contribution  to  us,  and  we  agreed  that 
I would  send  you  the  receipt  directly.  This  also  gives  us  an  opportunity, 
on  behalf  of  the  Trustees  and  staff,  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  and  best 
wishes. 


Very  sincerely  yours , 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

MRBA 

receipt  enclosed 


cc: 


Mrs.  Henney 


TILK^HONC  WATKIN9  4<0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

IB  WEST  1STH  STREET 
NEW  YORK  II.  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


March  28,  1963 


Rear  Admiral  Robert  E.  Braddy,  Jr. , 

U.S.N.  Retired 
2636  North  41st  Avenue 
Phoenix  9 , Arisona 

My  dear  Admiral  Braddy: 

It  is  with  a great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I send  you  the  attached  receipt 
for  your  generous  contribution  toward  the  creation  and  maintenance  of 
a memorial  to  the  late  Miss  Polly  Thomson. 

Mrs.  Nella  Henney  forwarded  your  contribution  to  us,  and  we  agreed 
that  I would  send  you  the  receipt  directly.  This  also  gives  us  an 
opportunity,  on  behalf  of  the  Trustees  and  staff,  to  express  our  sincere 
thanks  and  best  wishes. 


Very  sincerely  yours , 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRBA 

receipt  enclosed 


cc:  Mrs.  Henney 


WAtkins  ,j-o.j2o 

CAlll.F  ADUKh-vS: 
RKUKFJK.  NFVV  YORK 


American  Foimclation  Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 


22  WKST  17™  STREKT,  NEW  YORK  U,  N.  Y. 

OFFICERS 

March  29,  1963 

Eustace  Seucman 
Chairman 

Jansen  Noyes.  Jr. 
President 

Richard  H.  Migf.i. 
Vice-President 

Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

'Peter  J.  Salmon 
Secretary 

Alexander  M.  Lauchlin 
Treasurer 

Dear  Nella: 

'Helen  Keller 
Counselor, 

International  Relations 

When  I received  your  letter  some  time  ago  asking  me  to 
obtain  authentication  for  the  piece  of  Acropolis  marble,  I 
wrote  at  once  to  the  people  in  Greece  who  seemed  most 
likely  to  be  in  a position  to  help.  Not  one  word  of  reply 
has  been  received  until  now. 

'M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

'Eric  T.  Boulter 

Associate  Director 

F.  .\bbott  Ingalus 
Director. 

Europe — Middle  East  Region 

Just  as  I am  about  to  leave  for  the  airport  for  a long  over- 
seas tour,  a Greek  acquaintance  showed  up  at  the  office  to 
tell  me  verbally  that  despite  a massive  search  operation  in 
Athens,  nothing  has  been  turned  up  that  would  be  of  assistance 
It  seems  that  the  gift  to  Helen  must  have  been  one  of  those 
spontaneous  "off  the  record"  deals,  resulting  from  her  expres 
sions  of  ecstasy  at  standing  on  the  ground  Homer  trod. 

REdlONAI.  OFFICES 

Europe — Middi.e  East 
\.\  rue  daru 

PARIS  8.  FRANCE 

I know  this  must  be  disappointing,  but  I feel  there  is  nothing 
more  I can  do.  I do  hope  I shall  see  you  again  soon  - it  has 
been  far  too  long. 

Far  East 

GOCIIANGflO  IU.D<;..  SAN  LUIS  ST. 
.MANII.A,  PHII.IPIMNF.S 

Best  regards. 

Latin  .\merica 

AGUSTINAS  715.  OFF.  113-114 
SANTIAGO,  CHILE 

t"-  . lA- 
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Eric  T.  Boulter 
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TO: 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 
- % — 

PROM:  DATE: 


SUBJECT: 


. c 'ey 

- 'z/, A^>  ■:'^f  tZ^ 

■>*r  ■* ''^'^44“^' 

.^.■4 /-.%?:  


si  J^-<  , ^ ^ ‘'•■T^“ ' “^'  ^ 


,/ 


- --'a43»;/w  *«,  r •«>'  ? ^ 


E.  Booher 


Keith  Henney 


Executive 
19th  Floor 
VA'orthy  Cause 


19th  Floor 
April  22,  1963 


Nassau  County  children  who  are  totally  or  partially  blind  go  to  the  same  schools 
and  classes  with  those  who  have  normal  sight. 

This  is  possible  because  of  a large  army  of  volunteer  women  who  copy  the  text 
books  into  Braille  for  the  totally  blind  or  into  1/4-inch  type  for  the  partially 
blind. 

These  children,  however,  need  books  for  outside  reading. 

Here  is  how  we  can  help  in  this  worthy  cause; 

The  volunteer  women  need  the  books  to  reproduce  into  Braille  or  large-type.  They 
do  not  need  immaculate,  saleable  copies.  Dog-eared  or  otherwise  damaged  copies, 
page  proofs  or  even  galleys  can  be  used  so  long  as  the  text  is  intact. 

All  it  costs  us  is  the  time  to  gather  together  the  raw  material,  plus  wrapping  and 
mailing  charges. 

This  project  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  one  of 
the  finest  agencies  in  the  world  for  the  blind  and  semi-blind.  Its  immediate 
director  is  Mrs.  Virginia  Scharoff  who  has  gone  through  a McGrow-niii  catalog 
to  see  what  books  might  be  useful . Her  list  is  attached  and  I hope  that  we  can 
contribute  to  some  extent. 

If  any  books  are  sent,  they  should  be  addressed  to: 

Mrs.  Virginia  Scharoff 
147-16  Archer  Avenue 
Jamaica  36,  N.  Y. 

I would  also  think  that,  if  we  contribute  such  books,  a letter  from  you  to  Mrs. 
Scharoff  would  be  good  public  relations.  We  have  no  way  to  tell  whose  children 
may  be  involved. 
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Enc. 


E.  Booher 


Keith  Henne/ 


Executive 
19th  Floor 
V'orthy  Cause 


19th  Floor 
April  22,  1963 


Nassau  County  children  who  are  totally  or  partially  blind  go  to  the  same  schools 
and  classes  with  those  who  hove  normal  sight. 

This  is  possible  because  of  a large  army  of  volunteer  women  who  copy  the  text 
books  into  Braille  for  the  totally  blind  or  into  1/4-inch  type  for  the  partially 
blind. 

These  children,  however,  need  books  for  outside  reading. 

Here  is  how  we  can  help  in  this  worthy  causes 

The  volunteer  women  need  the  books  to  reproduce  into  Braille  or  large-type.  They 
do  not  need  immaculate,  saleable  copies.  Dog-eared  or  otherwise  damaged  copies, 
page  proofs  or  even  galleys  can  be  used  so  long  as  the  text  is  intact. 

All  it  costs  us  is  the  time  to  gather  together  the  raw  material,  plus  wrapping  and 
mailing  charges. 

This  project  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  one  of 
the  finest  agencies  in  the  world  for  the  blind  and  semi-blind.  Its  immediate 
director  is  Mrs.  Virginia  Scharoff  who  has  gone  through  a McGraw-hiii  catalog 
to  see  what  books  might  be  useful . Her  list  is  attached  and  I hope  that  we  can 
contribute  to  some  extent. 

If  any  books  are  sent,  they  should  be  addressed  to: 

Mrs.  Virginia  Scharoff 
147-16  Archer  Avenue 
Jamaica  36,  N.  Y. 

I would  also  think  that,  if  we  contribute  such  books,  a letter  from  you  to  Mrs. 
Scharoff  would  be  good  public  relations.  We  have  no  way  to  tell  whose  children 
may  be  involved. 
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Subject;  Books  for  Blind  Children 


In  the  public  schools  of  Nassau  County  the  blind  children 
are  Integrated  with  the  seeing.  This  has  been  made  possible  by 
an  army  of  volunteers  who  copy  the  text-books  in  Braille  for 
the  blind  and  in  large  type  for  those  whose  sight  is  not  good 
enough  to  allow  them  to  read  ordinary  print. 

The  blind  children  are  doing  wonderfully — some  of  them 
have  even  won  prizes  in  straight  competition  with  their  seeing 
companions — but  they  need  more  books  for  outside  reading. 

To  furnish  them  the  volunteers  mast  have  copies  of  the  inkprint 
books;  so  long  as  the  text  is  Intact,  it  does  not  matter  if  the 
books  are  dog-eared  or  otherwise  damaged,  even  page  proofs  or 
galleys  would  do. 

The  project  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind,  one  of  the  finest  agencies  in  the  world  for 
the  blind  and  the  deaf-blind.  Its  immediate  director  is  Mrs. 
Virginia  Scharoff.  I asked  her  to  go  through  the  McGraw  Hill 
catalog  to  see  what  books  were  in  it  that  she  thought  might 
be  useful.  Her  list  is  attached.  She  (and  all  the  others) 
will  be  grateful  for  anything. 

If  any  books  are  sent  they  should  be  addressed: 

Mrs.  Virginia  Scharoff 
147-16  Archer  Ave . 

Jamaica  36 
New  York 


May  15,  1963 


Miss  Caroline  Sauer 
McIntosh  and  Otis,  Inc. 

18  East  41st  Street 
New  York  17,  New  York 

Dear  Miss  Sauer: 

I am  sorry  that  my  delay  in  answering  your  letter  of  April  9 made  it  necessary  tor 
you  to  send  a reminder.  Shortly  after  its  receipt,  I left  on  an  extended  field  trip 
abroad  and  have  only  recently  returned. 

The  question  of  whether  Miss  Anne  Colver  can  be  given  permission  in  any  sense 
to  undertake  a biography  of  Miss  Keller  is  somewhat  confused.  In  the  first  place. 
Miss  Keller  herself  is  seldom  asked  to  personally  react  to  inquiries  of  this  and  many 
other  types  since,  as  she  approaches  her  83rd  birthday  in  June,  her  advanced  age 
has  required  her  to  rest  most  of  the  time.  In  short,  no  natter  how  much  she  might 
be  interested  in  the  proposal  and/or  manuscript  she  would  be  personally  unable  to 
review  it. 

This  writer  has  the  privilege  of  assisting  with  responses  to  much  of  Miss  Keller’s 
correspondence,  but  it  is  not  clear  that  I can  give  outright  permission  in  Instances 
where  the  circumstances  might  involve,  in  the  opinion  of  those  proposing  it,  a neces- 
sity for  ethical  or  legal  clearance.  1 am  not  sure  that  this  is  felt  by  your  aganization, 
and  it  is  a known  fact  that  many  versions  of  the  story  of  Helen  Keller's  life  have  been 
published  here  and  abroad  without  such  clearance.  To  be  sur  e of  the  correctness  of 
the  matter,  however,  I am  sending  a copy  of  this  letter  to  Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney, 
a long-time  associate  of  Miss  Keller  and  of  the  Foundation,  to  whom  we  normally 
refer  such  quest.ons.  If  Mrs.  Henney  has  any  other  thoughts,  she  will  either  let 
me  know  or  call  or  write  you  directly. 

In  place  of  Miss  Keller’s  personal  review,  I would  be  very  happy  to  offer  the  consulting 
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services  of  this  organization.  Mrs.  Henney  herself  or  our  libarian.  Miss  Helga 
Lende,  can  be  very  helpful  indeed  with  regard  to  the  accuracy  and  tone  of  a 
biography  of  Miss  Keller.  Please  let  me  know  whether  you  Intend  to  proceed  and 
whether  you  wish  our  research  and  advisory  aid. 

Best  regards . 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRBA 

cc:  Mrs . Nella  Henney 


AAcIntosh  and  Otis,  !niG. 

18  Easf  41sl  Slrool,  Now  York  17,  N.  Y,  MUrray  Hill  9-1050 


Mary  Squiro  Abbot 
Shirley  Fisher 
Elizabeth  Otis 
Caroline  Sauer 


Plays  and  Motion  Pictures 
Annie  Laurie  Williams 


Apr-il  9,  1963 


Dear  Hr.  Barnett: 

Anne  one  ox*  our  c.ucnors^  nas  oeen 

apoor’acne d.  b tbe  .jxrrai'J  Pnolisixiriij,  Goiiipany 
to'vrrite  a bioc;ra''’'r'  of  ..  i-  r-oxiroately  "300 
uorda  fex'  seconci  ^.•edero,  aoout  lielen  ive-oxer. 
dhe  n"-3  vrrit  on  about  sd':  of  tnesa  short 
bioAi-^’p  dies  for  u-ar  ard  end  they  are  all 
selling  v;ell. 

Of  course,  tne  final  manuscript  would  be 
sent  to  ills  3 Keller  for  aer  approval. 

Do  you  'Chin.'.  thu.  r-._ss  i^eller  would  have 
any  objection  to  suen  a biogr.-phy? 

Cox di ally, 



Caroline  Sauer 


.-.r.  ...  Hobert  Barnett 

American  Foundation  for  tne  Blind 
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Trt  open  rut  here 


Wl  LLIAM  B.  MAY 
GEORGE  I.  NEWELL 
WILLIAM  B.  MAY.  JR. 
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The  Hon.  HERBERT  HOOVER.  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 
Past  Honorary  Presidents 


A ///erica//  Foa/zdatio//  for  the  Bll//(f  !//c 


The  Hon.  JOHN  F.  KENNEDY,  Honorary  President 


M KI.KN  A.  K KM.,KR.  l.h.d.,  ll.d. 


Cutnu^rlor,  Notional  and 
I nlcrnatioiud  liclaLiova 

kustacf;  sf:m(;man 

Chairman,  Hoard  of  Trustees 
JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 
I’resident 

GEOROE  F.  MEYER 


Virc-Pmsident 
RICHARD  M.  MIGEL 
Secretary 
J.  F.  MORGAN,  II 


Trrasrtrcr 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


15  lyps?  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
Telephone : Wntkbis  lf-0420 
Cable  Address:  Foundation,  Nev'  York 


June  4,  1963 


Mrs . Nella  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella: 

Too  much  time  has  been  allowed  to  elapse  without  my  having  acknowledged 
certain  recent  gifts  to  the  Polly  Thomson  Fund.  Nevertheless,  1 need  some 
clarification  before  committing  what  might  be  a rather  silly  error. 

On  May  24,  we  received  directly  and  without  any  letter  of  transmittal,  a check 
in  the  amount  of  $25.00  signed  by  Mabon  Kingsley.  Folded  around  the  check 
was  the  personal  stationery  with  that  name  imprinted.  You  wrote  a letter  on 
May  26  conveying  a check  for  $50.00,  and  instructed  that  it  should  be 
receipted  to  Mrs.  Virginia  K.  Kingsley,  and  you  give  only  the  address  of 
Chestertown,  Maryland.  The  stationery  with  the  other  check  gives  an  address 
of  R.  F.  D.  #3,  Chestertown,  Maryland.  1 assume  these  are  members  of  the 
same  family.  Should  1 send  both  receipts  to  Mrs.  Virginia  K.  Kingsley  or 
separate  letters?  1 would  appreciate  a quick  note. 


Best  personal  regards. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


MRB/k 


P.S.  Are  you  away  for  the  entire  summer  now  or  do  you  intend  to  be  around  here 
sometime  ? 


^ 6/10/63 

TO:  Mrs.  Henney 


Although  you  are  already  aware  of  these 
contributions,  I am  sending  you  the 
attached  carbon  copies  in  case  you  wish 
to  have  an  up-to-date  file  on  the  Polly 
Thomson  Memorial. 


Mary  Kelleher 


FROM:  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  TFIE  BLIND 


June  10 


1963 


Mi.  Mabon  Kingsley 
R.  F.  D.  #3 
Chestertown,  Maryland 

Dear  Mr.  Kingsley: 

It  is  with  a great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I send  you  the  attached 
receipt  for  your  generous  contribution  toward  the  creation  and  main- 
tenance of  a memorial  to  the  late  Miss  Polly  Thomson. 

May  I also  take  this  opportunity,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
and  staff  of  the  AFB,  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  and  best  wishes 
to  you. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

MRBA 

receipt  enclosed 


cc;  Mrs.  Nella  Henney 


June  10 


1963 


Mrs.  Virginia  K.  Kingsley 

Chestertown 

Maryland 

Dear  Mrs.  Kingsley: 

It  is  with  a great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I send  you  the  attached  receipt 
for  your  generous  contribution  toward  the  creation  and  maintenance 
of  a memorial  to  the  late  Miss  Polly  Thomson. 

Mrs.  Nella  Henney  forwarded  your  contribution  to  us,  and  we  agreed 
that  I would  send  you  the  receipt  directly.  This  also  gives  us  an 
opportunity,  on  behalf  of  the  Eioard  of  Trustees  and  staff,  to  express 
our  sincere  thanks  and  best  wishes. 


Very  sincerely  yours , 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRBA 

receipt  enclosed 


cc:  Mrs.  Nella  Henney 


MRS.  STUART  E.  GRUMMON 
OLD  MAIL  COACH  ROAD 
REDDING.  CONNECTICUT  • 
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MRS.  STUART  E.  GRUMMON 


OLD  MAIL  COACH  ROAD 
REDDING.  CONNECTICUT 


xnoixo3NNOO  ONiaaatj  avoH  hovoo  iiviai  aio 


NOWlAjnfclO  -3  XidVnXS  ‘SidW 


FREEDOM  FROM  HUNGER 


TO:  Mrs.  Henney 


In  going  through  my  file,  I find  that  while  I 
was  away  from  the  office  two  additional 
gifts  were  acknowledged  re  the  Polly  Thomson 
Fund  and  copies  were  not  sent  to  you. 

The  two  gifts  were  from: 

1.  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Pfeiffer 
57  Francis  Avenue 
Cambridge  38,  Mass. 

2.  Miss  Rebecca  Mack 

4 East  Somme rfield  Apts. 

798  Clinton  Spring  Avenue  - Avondale 
Cincinnati  29,  Ohio 


Mary  Kelleher 


FROM:  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


July  3,  1963 


Miss  Elsa  Kingsley 
201  East  71st  Street 
New  York  2 1 , New  York 

Dear  Miss  Kingsley; 

It  is  with  a great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I send  you  the  attached  receipt 
for  your  generous  contribution  toward  the  creation  and  maintenance  of 
a memorial  to  the  late  Miss  Polly  Thomson. 

May  I also  take  this  opportunity,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
and  staff  of  the  AFB,  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  and  best  wishes  to 
you. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRBA 

receipt  enclosed 


cc:  Mrs.  Nella  Henney 


July  3,  1963 


Miss  Myra  Kingsley 
425  East  79th  Street 
New  York  2 1 , New  York 

Dear  Miss  Kingsley: 

It  is  with  a great  deal  of  pleasure  that  I send  you  the  attached  receipt 
for  your  generous  contribution  toward  the  creation  and  maintenance  of  a 
memorial  to  the  late  Miss  Polly  Thomson.  It  was  particularly  gratifying 
to  us  to  hear  your  own  expression  of  warm  feelings  about  the  life  and  work 
of  Miss  Thomson. 

May  I also  take  this  opportunity,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
staff  of  the  AFB,  to  express  our  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  words  and  our 
best  wishes  to  you. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 

MRBA 

receipt  enclosed 


cc:  Mrs . NeBa  Henney 
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TO:  ^Uda 
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MEMORANDUM 


TO: 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 

PROM: DATE: 
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Tke  family  of 
Conrad  Borens 
Jges  witk  gratelul  app 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Putfolx  75  madison  avenue,  new  York  22  -Murray  hill  8-5300 


October  19^3 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I don't  quite  know  how  to  answer  the  enclosed  letter, 
which  also  has  return  postage,  and  I thought  I would 
send  it  on  to  you  for  advice.  Some  of  the  questions 
seem  to  be  rather  peculiar,  and  some  make  me  feel  that 
Mrs.  Sperry  didn't  finish  reading  the  book.  I know, 
of  course,  that  we  do  not  want  to  give  her  Miss  Keller's 
address,  and  I sort  of  hate  to  bother  you  about  it,  but 
I thought  you  might  decide  whether  it  should  be  answered 
by  Doubleday.  If  so,  would  you  return  it  to  me  and ^ tell 
me  what  you  think  I ought  to  say  and  vdiat  I shouldn  t. 

Many  thanks. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Naomi  Burton 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville 
New  Hampshire 


NB/jr 
End . 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


October  9,  1963 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

You  really  are  a darling,  and  thank  you  so 
much  for  answering  that  woman's  letter. 

I do  hope  you're  enjoying  New  Hamipshire, 
which  must  be  perfectly  lovely  right  now. 

I was  up  there  in  mid-September  for  a few 
days,  and  even  then  the  leaves  were  pretty 
gorgeous . 


Sincerely  yours 


Naomi  Burton 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hamnshire 


NB/jr 
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October  28,  1963 

Dear  Nella: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  sweet  note,  which 
I thoroiaghly  appreciate, 

Xes,  1 have  retired  after  34  years  with  the  AFB. 
Bill  is  delighted  and  looking  for>rard  to  his 
retirement  which  I hope  will  take  place  next  year 
if  not  before  then. 

I went  up  to  A.R.  a week  ago  Friday  and  found 
everything  in  order.  Helen  is  just  about  the 
same  physically  and  could  go  on  like  that  for 
some  time. 


1 expect  to  go  up  again  next  Thursday.  I shall 
continue  to  visit  Helen  and  the  girls  \mtil  Bill 
and  1 leave  for  Florida  after  Christmas. 

1 hope  that  when  you  return  to  N.Y.  we  can  have 
Ivincheon  together. 

With  all  good  wishes  from  Bill  end  myself  to  you 
and  Keith, 

Affectionately, 
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The  Messenger  . . . from  a painring  contributed  to  UNICEF,  the  United  Nations  Children’s 
Fund,  by  Arnold  Blanch  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Le  Messager  . . . peinture  offerte  au  Foods  des  Nations  Unies  pour  I’Enfance,  par  I’artiste 
am^ricain  Arnold  Blanch. 

El  Mensajero  . . . reproducddn  de  una  obra  de  Arnold  Blanch  de  los  Estados  Unidos  de  America. 
Donaddn  al  UNICEF,  el  Fondo  de  las  Naciones  Unidas  para  la  Infancia. 
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This  prinl  is  Uikcn  from  a series  done  for  ail  Rcgimenis. 
(l  is  enlillcd  “An  liluslrious  Stranger  in  sighf*. 

ll  is  presumed  that  Dover  Casllc  provides  llic  back- 
ground and  it  is  possible  that  the '‘Illustrious  Stranger'” 
may  have  been  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  presented 
New  Colours  to  the  93rd  at  Canterbury  in  1834. 


With  All  Good  Wishes  for  Christmas 
and  The  New  Year 
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Presented  By 

Cardinal  Spellman  High  School 


Mary  Ann  Payne  Robertson  Auditorium 


THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 


A Play  by  PPilliam  Gibson 

produced  by  special  arrangement  with  Samuel  French,  Inc. 

Cardinal  Spellman  High  School 

VERY  REV.  JOHN  P,  BREHENY,  Principal 
BROTHER  BASIL  PETER,  F.S.C.,  Principal,  Boys  Department 
SISTER  LORETTA  TERESA,  S.C.,  Principal,  Girls  Department 

PRODUCTION  PERSONNEL 

Director  Father  James  Conlan 

Moderator Sister  Mary  Baptista,  S.  C. 

Stage  Managernerit  Brother  Casimir  Lawrence,  F.S.C. 

Business  Management Father  Fred  Suilivan  and  Sister  Maria  Christine,  S.  C. 

Decor Sister  Marie  Mercedes,  S.  C. 

Music  Sister  Francis  Rosaire,  S.  C. 

Student  Direction Elaine  Garvin  and  Guy  Pace 

Lighting  Victor  Burolla  and  Bernard  Clendenin 

Stage  Captains  Thomas  Harrigan  and  George  Kingston 

CAST  (In  order  of  appearance) 

Doctor  Joseph  Heaton 

Kate  Ellen  Carney 

Keller  Ian  Erlandsen 

Helen  Catherine  Dooney 

Martha  Anna  Marie  Valerio 

Percy  Donald  Bernard 

Aunt  Ev  Cecilia  Reece 

James  Rudolph  Saviano 

Anagnos  George  Morris 

Annie  Sullivan  Mary  Ann  Scarangello 

Vineu  Mary  Petras 

Blina  Girls 

Grace  Anne  Andreassi,  Lucille  Brandolini,  Jean  Marie  Dory,  Elaine  Garvin, 
Anne  Marie  Graviano,  Denise  McGoldrick 
Seroanf  Guy  Pace 

TIME:  The  1880’s 


Setting:  In  and  arourvd  the  Keller  homestead  in  Tuscumbia,  Alabama;  also 

briefly,  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  Boston. 
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Lorstan  Studios 


PORTRAITS  OF  HELEN  KELLER  AND  ANNE  SULLIVAN  TAKEN  IN  1887 

On  March  3,  1887,  the  date  of  her  arrival  at  the  Keller  plantation  for  the 
first  time,  Anne  Sullivan  was  six  weeks  short  of  her  twenty-first  birthday, 
and  Helen  was  four  months  short  of  herseventh. When  Anne  entered  Perkins 
Institute  six-and-a-half  years  before,  she  was  unable  to  spell  even  her  own 
name. 


The  Miracle  Worker,  presented  on  December  6,7,  |t|,and  15,  1963,  was  the  first 
full  length  drama  performed  by  THE  CARDINAL'S  PLAYERS. 


KATE:  Doctor,  don’t  be  merely  considerate,  will  my  girl  be  all  right? 

DOCTOR:  Oh,  by  morning  she’ll  be  knocking  down  Captain  Keller’s  fences 

again. 
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MARTHA:  What  she  tryin’  do  now? 

PERCY:  She  iryin’  talk  She  gonna  gel  mad.  Eooka  her  tryin  talk. 

(IIELF’IN  is  scowling,  the  lips  under  her  fingertips  moving  in  ghostly  silence, 
growing  more  and  more  frantic,  until  in  a bizarre  rage  she  bites  her  own 
fingers.  ) 


KATE:  Every  day  she  slips  further  away.  And  I don’t  know  how  to  call 

her  back. 


ANAGNOS:  Tfiis  is  my  last  lime  to  counsel  you,  Annie,  and  you  do  hick 

some  - by  some  I mean  all  - what,  tact  or  talent  to  bend.  I’o 
others.  And  what  has  saved  you  on  more  than  one  occasion  here 
at  f^erkins  is  that  there  was  novvhere  to  expel  you  to.  Vour  eyes 
hurt? 

ANNIE:  Mv  ears,  Mr,  Anapnos. 


Charles  Ewen  (4B) 


CHILDREN  (DELIGHTED):  There’s  another  present!  Beatrice!  We  have  a 

present  for  Helen,  loo!  Give  it  to  her,  Beatrice.  Here,  Annie! 
It’s  for  Helen. 


ANNIE  sees  HELEN  on  the  porch,  A moment  of  silence.  Then  ANNIE  begins 
across  the  yard  to  her^  lugging  her  suitcase.  Before  ANNIE  reaches  the  porch 
steps^  she  stopsy  contemplating  HELEN  for  a last  moment  before  entering 

her  world. 


I 


HELEN  unlocks  and  opens  the  suitcase.  The 
voluminous  shawl.  She  fingers  it  until  she 
wraps  it  around  her,  and  acquiring  Annie’s 
well,  dons  the  lot. 


first  thing  she  pulls  out  is  a 
preceives  what  it  is;  then  she 
bonnet  and  smoked  glasses  as 


She  hears  again,  as  do 
head  to  them;  the  BOY’S 
crones  in  a nightmare,  and 


we,  the  faraway  voices,  and  slowly  she  lifts  her 
VOICE  is  the  same,  the  OTHERS  are  cracked  old 
perhaps  we  see  their  shadows. 


ANNIE;  Pity?  For  this  tyrant?  I’ll  tell  you  what  I pity,  that  the  sun  won’t 
rise  and  set  for  her  all  her  life,  and  every  day  you’re  telling  her 
it  will,  what  good  will  your  pity  do  her  when  you’re  under  the  straw- 
berries, Captain  Keller? 


ANNIE  sits  for  a moment  with  eyes  closed,  then  takes  the  pitcher  and  dashes 
its  water  into  HELEN’S  face,  who  gasps  astonished. 


CQ 
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HELEN  stumbles  over  the  box  on  the  floor  and  in  it  discovers  her  doll  and 
other  battered  toys,  is  pleased,  then  becomes  puzzled  and  suddenly  very  wary. 


(ANNIE  makes  the  letters  in  PERCY’S  hand,  and  HELEN  pokes  to  question 
what  they  are  up  to.  Then  HELEN  snatches  1*ERC\  S other  hand,  and  quickly 
spells  four  letters  into  it.  ANNIE  follows  them  aloud.)  C,  a,  k.  e ! She  spoils 
cake,  she  gels  cake. 


I 


JAMES:  She’s  right,  kale’s  right,  I’m  right,  and  you’re  wrong.  If  you  drive 
her  away  from  here  it  will  be  over  my  dead  - chair,  has  it  never 
occurred  to  you  that  on  one  occasion  you  might  be  consummately 
wrong  ? 
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c 
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(HELEN’S  lips  tremble,  trying  to  remember  something  the  muscles  aroun 
once  knew,  till  at  last  it  finds  its  way  out,  painfully,  a baby  sound  bane 
under  the  debris  of  years  of  dumbness.  ) 

HELEN:  Wall.  Wall. 


r 

f 
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(HELEN  drops  to  the  ground,  pats  it  swiftly,  holds  up  her  palm,  imperious. 
ANNIE  spells  into  it:) 

ANNIE:  Ground.  (HELEN  spells  it  back.)  Yes! 


(HELEN  with  her  other  hand  encounters  her  mother’s  skirt;  when  she  throws 
a hand  out,  ANNIE  spells  into  it:) 

Mother 

KELLER  now  seizes  1IELEN\S  h and,  she  touches  him,  gestures  a hand,  and 
ANNIE  again  spells:) 

I’apa  - She  knows! 
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Who’s  Who  In  The  Cast 


Mary  Ann  S’carangello  (Annie  Sullivan)  — 2A  — Ss.  Peter  and  Paul  Parish.  A scholar- 
ship student,  Mary  Ami  coiUriuutcs  to  the  school  newspaper.  She  has  been 
awarded  two  trophies  by  the  Catholic  Forensic  League,  and  is  an  officer  in  the 
Spellman  Forensic  Society.  Mary  Ann  was  a square  dancer  in  last  year’s  pro- 
duction of  The  Devil  and  Daniel  Webster. 

Catherine  Dooney  (Helen  Keller)  — 3A  — Ss.  Philip  and  James  Parish.  Active  in 
Glee  Club,  Library  Guild  and  Photography  Club,  “Tinker”  has  also  been  an 
honor  student.  Ambition:  Actress  (of  coursell) 

Ellen  Carney  (Kate  Keller)  — 3C  — St.  Raymond’s  Parish. 

Remembered  for  her  performance  as  Queen  Elizabeth  in  last  year’s  Mary  Of 
Scotland,  Ellen  is  an  honor  student,  winner  of  a Forensic  trophy,  and  a member 
of  the  French  Club. 

lanErlandsen  (Captain  Keller)  — 4C  — St.  Frances  of  Rome  Parish. 

His  participation  in  Glee  Club  and  Forensics,  and  his  duties  on  the  newspaper 
still  leave  Ian  time  to  develop  his  dramatic  abilities.  He  is  an  honor  student. 

Rudolph  Saviano  (James)  — 2A  — St.  Francis  Xavier  Parish. 

The  Miracle  Worker  marks  Rudy's  second  appearance  on  the  Spellman  stage; 
his  first  role  was  Paul  in  Anastasia.  In-between  the  acts  Rudy  participates  in 
Forensics  having  won  four  trophies.  He  also  helps  out  with  commercials  for 
Vanguard. 

Elaine  Garvin  (Student  Directress)  — 3D  — Holy  Family  Parish.  A veteran  per- 
former having  both  directed  and  acted  in  last  season’s  play,  Elaine  is  an  honor 
student,  Vice-President  of  her  class  and  a member  of  me  Science  Club. 

Guy  Pace  (Student  Director;  Servant)  — 2G  — St.  Frances  de  Chantal  Parish. 

Guy  is  on  the  Pilot,  and  is  an  entliusiast  of  the  Forensic  League  having  earned 
second  place  awards  in  both  Oratory  and  Debating.  lie  is  holder  of  three  con- 
secutive Spellman  scholarships. 

Mary  Petras  (Viney)  — 3A  — St.  Francis  of  Rome  Parish. 

An  honor  student,  and  active  in  the  French  Club,  Mary  has  recently  received  a 
diploma  for  a Journalism  course  taken  at  Cathedral  High  School. 

Cecilia  Reece  (Aunt  Ev)  — 3B  — Ss.  Philip  and  James  ParLsh. 

Recipient  of  three  scholarships  in  recognition  of  her  academic  achievement, 
Cecilia  was  featured  in  last  year’s  production  of  Anastasia,  is  a member  of  the 

Glee  Club,  a participant  in  intramural  Sports  and  Feature  Editor  of  the  Pilot. 

George  Morris  (Mr.  Anagnos)  — 2C  — Sacred  Heart  Parish. 

Vice-President  of  his  class,  cheerleader,  and  member  of  last  year’s  stage  crew, 
George  is  an  honor  student  and  owner  of  four  Forensic  trophies. 

Anna  Marie  Valerio  (Martha)  — 2F  — St.  Anthony’s  Pari.sh. 

Though  only  a sophomore  Anna  Marie  is  now  a veteran  of  two  Spellman 
dramatic  productions;  is  an  honor  student  and  Vice-President  of  her  class.  She 
is  also  an  active  sodalist  both  in  school  and  in  her  parish  where  she  is  a soda- 
lity officer. 

Joseph  Heaton  (Doctor)  — 3E  — St.  Anthony  of  Padua  Parish. 

In  the  future  Joe  looks  forward  to  a career  in  law.  Presently  he  is  kept  busy  by 

his  work  in  the  field  of  dramatics,  his  participation  in  football  and  track,  and 
his  membership  in  the  Spanish  Club. 

Donald  Bernard  (Percy)  — IB  — Sacred  Heart  Parish. 

Donald  began  his  acting  career  early,  having  starred  in  gnunmar  school  pro- 
ductions. He  is  an  altar  boy  and  past  member  of  Forensics. 

Victor  Burolla  (Lighting)  — 3A  — Directed  lighting  arrangements  for  last  year’s 
production.  The  World  of  Theater,  an  honor  student,  top  awards  in  two  science 
fairs,  nominated  to  the  American  Nuclear  Society,  holds  rank  of  Life  Scout  in 
Troop  282. 

Bernard  Clendenin  — 3C  — Sound  director  for  the  World  of  Theater,  Secretary  of 
the  Student  Library  Assistants  Guild. 


BLIND  GIRLS: 


Grace  Anne  Andreassi  — 3A  — St.  Francis  of  Rome  Parish.  Scholarship  student 
previously  played  in  The  Devil  and  Daniel  Webster;  sodalist;  Forensics;  Vanguard 
Staff  member;  French  Club. 

Lucille  Brandolini  — IE  — St.  Benedict’s  Parish.  Intramural  sports;  hopes  to  be 
a permanent  contributor  to  the  Piloi. 

Jean  Marie  Dory  - IE  - St.  John’s  Parish.  Seton  Guild,  Science  Club,  Latin  Club. 

Ann  Marie  Graviano  - 2D  > Ss.  Philip  and  James  Parish.  Honor  student,  cheer- 
leader. 

Denise  McGoldrick  - lA  - St.  John’s  Parish.  Glee  Club,  Seton  Guild,  volunteer 
at  Frances  Shervier  Hospital. 

Clare  Morgan  - 4C  - St.  Francis  of  Rome  Parish  and  Carol  Sacco  - 4B  - Our 
Lady  of  Grace  Parish.  Both  Clare  and  Carol  were  recipients  of  “Oscars”  for  their 
make-up  work  in  last  year’s  production.  Clare,  an  honor  student,  is  on  the  staff  of 
Vanguard,  a member  of  the  Business  Club,  and  dance  committee.  In  her  “spare  time” 
she  participates  in  volleyball  intramurals.  Carol,  also  an  honor  student.  Business  Club 
and  dance  committee  member,  is  active  as  a Student  Councillor  and  contributes  to 
the  year  book. 


PRODUCTION  STAFF 

MAKE-UP  — Clare  Morgan,  Carol  Sacco,  Carol  Boos,  Dorothy  Boye,  Elizabeth 
Bush,  Janet  Salerno,  Yvonne  Turner. 

SCENIC  ARTISTS  — Anthony  Sciacca,  Linda  Antonelli,  Mary  Brennan,  Patricia 
Brennan,  Barbara  Federico,  Angela  Gaetano,  Rosalie  Gaetano,  Irma  Griffiths, 
Joanne  Mocerino,  Susan  Murphy,  Priscilla  Norton,  Barbara  Saunders,  Marianne 
White. 

STAGE  CREW  — Miguel  Banunchi,  Richard  Curasi,  Thomas  Doyle,  Richard  Farino, 
Robert  McPhail,  Adolfo  Montoya,  Robert  O’Hanlon,  Brendan  O’Sullivan,  Thomas 
Pluta,  William  Robinson,  Robert  Siebken,  Thomas  Shanley. 

USHERS  — Constanc'e  Bertino,  Ellen  Bonanno,  Dennis  Brand,  Paul  Braunwart, 
Thomas  Briody,  Ralph  Buxo,  Barbara  Carroll,  Arthur  Corsano,  Diane  Cucolo, 
Barbara  Farrell,  John  Freeman,  Mary  Frey,  Jeannette  Genova,  Joanne  Genova, 
Owen  Grange,  Anne  Hannaway,  Carsten  Maffei,  Francis  Lorusso,  Anthony  Maio, 
Lenore  Pereira,  Cyril  Rodriquez,  Michael  Sanchirico,  Richard  Sheridan,  Ernest 
Thifault,  William  Toth,  James  Verhoff,  Rita  Vitiello,  Katherine  Walotsl^. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


Rev.  George  Valastro,  Brother  Basil  Peter,  F.S.C.,  Rev.  Eugene  Clark,  Mr. 
George  Jenkins,  Mr.  Frank  Lavoia,  Brother  Matthew,  F.S.C.,  Mrs.  Lenka  O’Connor, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Priaulx,  Mr.  Jerry  Levine. 


Explanation  of  the  program  cover  designed  by  Sister  Marie  Mercedes,  S.  C. 
An  indomitable  will  to  break  the  chain  of  silence  wliich  locked  Helen  Keller  in  a 
world  of  darkness  and  frustration  led  “Teacher”  Anne  Sullivan  to  a victory  best 
described  by  Helen  Keller  when  she  wrote  “A/i  The  Best  of  Me  Belongs  To  Her*'. 
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TO;  Mrs.  Henney 

After  talking  to  you  on  the  phone,  I 
read  Miss  Keller's  article,  "My 
Animal  Friends.  " After  reading  it 
and  then  reading  Miss  Applegarth's 
article,  I cannot  help  but  feel  that 
it  is  a highly  exaggerated  accounting 
of  Miss  Keller's  own  story. 

I will  be  interested  in  hearing  from  you. 

Many  thanks  for  taking  the  time  to 
help  me  out. 


Mary  Gallagher 


FROM:  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
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BOSTON  • NEW  YORK  • GENEVA 
DALLAS  • ATLANTA 
PALO  ALTO 


HOUGHTON  MIFFLIN  COMPANY 

2 PARK  STREET • BOSTON  7 


EDUCATIONAL 

DEPARTMENT 


Karch  12,  196^ 


Dear  3ir: 

'Je  are  currenily  preparing  Tor  presn  the  ninth  gr^de  volume  in 
Dr.  Arno  Jewett's  literature  a>ithology  series.  We  would  like 
very  much  to  have  your  permission  to  reproduce  a photograph  from — ^ 
one  of  your  publications. 

The  photograph  is  of  Anne  Sullivan  Itacy  and  it  appears  on  page  llS 
of  A,''IKE  SUIilVA:.'  ?'ACY,  by  "-11a  Draddy,  Doubleday,  Doran  and  Co.,  Inc. 
Carden  City,  1933.  The  bonk  gives  no  source  for  the  photograph,  so 
v/e  hope  that  we  may  have  permission  to  rerroduce  from  the  volume. 

T would  appreciate  it  grea'ly  if  I could  hear  from  you  about  this 
as  soon  as  possible,  as  our  schr.uule  is  tight  at  this  point. 

VJith  thanks  for  your  cooperation,  I an 

Yours  sincerely, 

Mrs.  Delight  Dodyk 
Educational  Art  Department 


Pemissions  Director 
Do able day  and  Company 
r?5  Madison  Ave-iue 
"ew  York  22,  ’Jew  York 


UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORNIA,  LOS  ANGELES 


BERKELEY  • DAVIS  • IRVINE  • LOS  ANGELES  • RIVERSmE  • SAN  DIEGO  • SAN  FRANCISCO 


SANTA  BARBARA  • SANTA  CRUZ 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HISTORY 

LOS  ANGELES,  CALIFORNIA  ^002^^ 


March  21,196U 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  5th  Street 
Garden  City, Long  Island 
Neir  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I am  writing  you  at  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  Gladys  Brooks,  who 
provided  me  -.Tith  your  address, 

I am  the’ author  of  THE  PRCJilSED  CITY  I®!  YORK'S  JEWS  I87O-I91I1 
(Harvard  University  Press,1962),wlrLch  was  nominated  for  a Pulitzer  prize 
and  am  now  at  work  on  a biography  of  Abraham  Cahan(l860-195l),novelist, 
socialist, and  longtime  editor  of  the  world's  greatest  Yiddish  newspaper, 
the  JEWISH  DAILY  FORVIARD.  Cahan  was  a close  friend  of  Lincoln  Steffens, 
Hutchins  Hapgood,Thedore  Dreiser, and  many  others  of  the  literary  and 
refora  worlds  of  the  early  20th  century.  He  had  been  discovered  by 
'William  Dean  Howells  and  Van  Wyck  Brooks  has  a most  discerning  account 
of  his  role  as  novelist  in  THE  CONFIDENT  YEARS, 

John  Macy  wrote  a very  incisive  review  of  Cahan' s major  novel, THE 
RISa  OF  DAVID  LEVTNSKT,for  the  DIAL  in  1917, later  included  in  his  book  of 
literary  criticism,  I have  the  impression  that  Hacy  and  Cahan  knew  one 
anotter-indeed,Macy  -.vrote  an  article  on  American  literature  for  the  English 
section  of  the  JE’.IISK  DAILY  FORWARD  in  April,  1927,  Do  you  have  any  notion 
i[s  to  what  happened  to  IlacY' s papers  and  correspondence  upon  his  death?  If 
you  do  not, might  you  be  able  to  inform  me  whom  I might  query  on  this  matter? 

Any  aid, assistance, or  advice  which  you  may  be  able  to  provide  me 
will  be  much  annreciated.  Incidentally,  I should  like  to  know  more  about 
Macy's  ratter  unusual  and  courageous  role  as  a literary  and  cultural  critic, 
a matter  that  has  escaped  the  attention  of  both  cultural  and  literary 
historians,  I somehow  have  the  impression  that  today  his  name  lives  on  only 
in  its  relation  to  Ann  Sullivan, 


Yours  sincerely. 


Moses  Rischin 


March  2S,  1964 


Mrs.  Dellsht  W.  DodySt 
Educational  Art  Deparlzieat 
Houghton  Mifflin  Coqpaoy 
2 Barh  Street 
Boston  7»  Massachusetts 

Bear  Mrs.  Dodyk: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  March  12th  re- 
questing permlBslon  to  reproduce  the  photo- 
graph of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  vhich  appears  on 
page  118  of  AlCrE  SUIXIVAN  MACY  hy  :?ella 
Braddy  Henney,  In  your  foirthconing  ninth 
grade  volmae. 

As  ve  do  not  have  any  rights  in  the  photb- 
grsqph,  we  have  forwarded  your  letter  to 
Mrs.  Henney  and  I am  sure  you  will  hear  from 
her  directly.  ^ « 

Thank  you  for  cheeking  with  us  and  I am 
sorry  we  were  unable  to  be  of  more  assistance 
to  you. 


Sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs.)  Helen  Schwabe 
PEH4ISSI0NS 


cc:  Mrs.  Hella  Braddy  Henaey 


TO:  Mrs . Henney 

Many  thanks  for  your  reaction  to  Margaret 
Applegarth's  story.  I thought  you  might 
be  interested  in  seeing  what  Mr.  Barnett 
wrote . 

Mary  Gallagher 


FROM:  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BUND 


IIKI.K.V  A.  K KI.r.KI:.  l.t,.cp. 


American  Foiiiidalion  for  Uie  BUad,  Inc 


( liiurmnv,  f'.iinrii  of  TniHtrrn 
JANSKN  NOVKS.  JK. 


(:k()|{{;k  I--.  MKYKi; 


UICMAkl)  M.  MKIKI. 

Srcrrfa  t\i 

J.  P.  MOUfJAN.  H 


The  Mon.  JOHN  F.  KFNNFDY.*  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER.  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN. 
FRANKLIN  D.  ROOSEVELT.*  HEIUIERT  HOOVER.  CALVIN  COOLIDCE* 

Poit  Ilotioranj  Presidents 


Trrnmirrr 

M.  ROMKKT  RAKNP;TT 
K^rriilirr  Pirrrlor 


J5  IVV.9A  JCfth  Street,  Xcw  York  11,  .V.  Y. 
Telephone:  Watkins  /,-04^0 


Cahlc  Addrrim:  Foundtilion,  New  York 


April  6,  1964 


Mrs.  Paul  C.  Rivinius 
2 35  3 E.  Mountain  Street 
Pasadena,  California  91104 

Dear  Mrs . Rivinius: 

This  is  in  response  to  your  letter  of  several  weeks  ago  to  Miss  Helen  Keller.  I 
am  supplying  you  with  a carbon  copy  so  that  you  may  forward  it  to  the  classroom 
teacher  to  whom  you  referred  but  whose  name  you  did  not  provide  . You  will 
remember  you  indicated  that  this  teacher  expressed  — to  the  children  to  whom 
you  teach  religious  instruction  — disagreem.ent  with  your  belief  in  the  story  of 
Miss  Helen  Keller  and  the  lion. 

First,  I should  explain  that  Miss  Keller  due  to  her  advancing  age  is  not  permitted 
by  her  physician  to  undertake  to  answer  the  voluminous  correspondence  which 
she  receives.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  writer  to  assist  her  with  this  chore.. 

The  following  reaction  to  your  letter,  therefore,  is  provided  without  her  knowledge 
but  I assure  you  that  you  can  accept  it  as  dependable. 

I determined  fium  latter  that  yo^:  version  of  the  story  to  your  pupils  was 

based  upon  the  chapter,  "My  Darling  From  the  Lions,  " as  written  and  published 
in  Right  Here  Right  Now.  Without  meaning  any  offense  to  the  author.  Miss 
Margaret  T.  Applegarth,  I believe  that  she  has  revealed  the  tendency  of  many 
writers  to  dramatize  an  incident  in  an  effort  to  make  any  story  readable  and  exciting. 
Essentially,  Miss  Applegarth's  meaning  is  correct  --  that  Miss  Keller  has  on  a 
number  of  occasions  physically  examined  a lion.  She  has  been  permitted  to  touch 
many  ■ /pes  of  animals  at  intervals  during  her  life,  as  I believe  you  will  agree  most 
of  us  ,'e  UL  one  time  or  another.  To  be  exact,  however,  the  other  teacher  is 
correc  .1  disagreeing  with  the  details  as  reported  by  Miss  Applegarth.  Miss  Keller 
herself  never  wrote  about  any  such  incident  and  those  who  have  known  her  for 
years  cannot  confirm  that  there  ever  was  one  of  the  specific  description.  In  short. 


ft.  os. 


o.-  oth.  r mV. 


Mrs.  Paul  C.  Rivinius 


-2- 


April  6,  19  64 


Miss  Keller  has  never,  against  the  instruction  of  caretakers,  entered  a cage  of 
any  wild  animal  that  was  known  to  be  dangerous  and  spent  any  moment  of  time 
unprotecteo . 

I also  am  taking  the  liberty  of  sending  a copy  of  this  letter  to  Harper  & Brothers, 
publishers  of  Miss  Applegarth's  book.  I hope  it  is  clear  that  this  does  not 
constitute  in  anyway  a charge  of  deliberate  falsehood  on  her  part.  It  also  should 
in  no  way  be  taken  as  an  indication  that  we  believe  Miss  Applegarth  to  be  wrong 
in  depicting  Miss  Keller  as  a human  being  possessing  profound  faith  and  virtually 
devoid  of  fear  as  most  of  us  are  plagued  by  it. 

I sincerely  hope  this  letter  has  been  helpful  to  you. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


MRB/g 


M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


cc:  Harper  & Brothers 


CBS  NEWS 


A Dii'ision  of  Columbia  liroadraslinf'  Syslrni.  Inc. 


485  MADISON  AVKNUK.  NKW  YOHk  22,  NKW  YORK  • IM.AZA  1.2.H5 


April  8,  1964 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 

111  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Miss  Naomi  Burton,  of  Doubleday,  has  suggested  that  I write 
to  you. 

The  Public  Affairs  Department  of  CBS  News  presents  a daily 
radio  program,  entitled  ASK  DUfENSION,  on  which  our  corre- 
spondents try  to  answer  questions  posed  by  our  listeners. 

A listener  in  Willow  City,  North  Dakota,  has  asked: 

"’We  have  read  some  of  Helen  Keller's  letters  in  literature 
in  school.  The  question  has  arisen  of  what  has  happened  to 
her.  Is  she  alive,  and  if  so,  where  is  she  living,  and  what 
is  she  doing?" 

We  would  like  to  respond  to  this  question  with  the  information 
coming  from  an  authoritative  source. 

May  we  please  have  this  information? 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 


Sincerely  yours 


Public  Affairs 
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April  12  I96I1 


Dear  Mrs . Henney; 


You  asked  me  the  name  of  the  minister  selected  to  be  in 
charge  ofMiss  Helen  when  needed.  The  follow?.ivg  is  a cony  of  letter  sent 
to  the  New  York  office  by  Mr.  Adams  some  time  ago.  Mary  Kelleher  Ballagher 
sent  this  to  me  on  December  3rd  1963. 

"Memorandum  from  Evelyn  Seide" 

As  per  our  telephone  conversatiBin  of  the  oth  r day,  I am  listing  below 
the  information  you  requested  concerning  Helen  Keller. 

.if ter  Polly's  demise  I asked  Helen  if  she  would  like  to  have  a minister 
come  out  to  the  house  to  give  her  some  spiritual  comfort,  to  which  she 
acquiesced.  I therefore  contacted  a Svredenborgian  mjaiister. 

Dr.  Clayton  Pries tnal 

The  New  Church  (Swedenborgian) 

112  East  35th  Street 
New  York,  N.Y. 

who  visited  Helen  on  a few  occasiona.  Helen  was  greatly  impressed  with  him 
and  informed  me  her  wish  was  for  him  to  officiate  at  the  final  service,  I 
gave  this  information  to  Rev,  Priestnal  and  when  he  visited  Helen  again,  I 
drove  him  over  to  the  two  Congregate o'lal  chvrches  in  Westport.  Helen's 
brother  and  sister  also  accompanied  me  on  an  inspection  of  these  two  churches 
and  the  concensensus  of  opinion  was  that 

The  Green  Fains  Congregational  Church 
72  Hillandale  Road 
Westport,  Conn 

was  preferable  since  it  was  the  larger  of  the  two,  had  a nicer  interior, 
with  plenty  of  parking  space  and  a wamer  atraospher,  although  a little 
farther  away.  When  needed, Rev,  Priestnal  will  contact  the  Minister  of  the 
Greens  Farms  Church  and  make  the  necessary  airangements . 

Helen's  brother  and  sister  visited  with  me  and  appr  oved  the 

Fable  Funeral  Home 
215  West  State  Street 
Westport,  Conn. 

Alist  of  names  of  persona  to  be  notified  has  been  prepared.  A press  release 
will  be  handled  by  the  A.F.B, 

In  January  1962  I sent  for  and  received  from  the  United  States  Cremation 
Co.,  Fresh  Pond  Crematory,  Mid  le  Village,  Long  Island  K.Y.,  the  Urn  which  is 
a duplicate  of  the  one  holding  the  ashes  of  Teacher  in  the  Washington  Cathedral 
Columbarium,  Mount  Saint  Alban,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Rerardin : list  or”  names  sent  me  by  you  - the  following  could  be  notified 
from  here: 

Kessrs  Stilton  and  Hillman 
Mrs  Sandra  Grummon 
Mrs  Jane  Phillips 
lirs  Chas  Lieb 
Mrs  Lawrence  Hoyt 

2irs  Dorothy  V/alker  (old  friend  in  Boston) 

I'j’s  Van  lityck  Brooks 

You  listed  a Nelson  Neff  - I do  not  Imow  him  or  -where  he  resides 

Rebecca  I4ack  - I understand  is  not  well  and  has  become  very  elderly  and  forcetful. 

If  E’/elyn  had  a list  that  she  intended  to  notify  - it  must  be  in  N.Y.  office  - 
as  all  files,  etc  w)(ere  taken  there  last  October, 
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Thiirsday,  July  l6  196k 


Dear  * rs . Henney; 


Thank  you  for  your  interesting 
letter.  It  arrived  ye^sterday  and  even  tho  Miss 
Helen  may  not  retain  it's  conten'bs,  she  enjoyed 
all  of  it  when  I read  it  - so  did  all  of  us. 

Today,  we  received  enclosed  in  duplicate  and 
thought  you  might  enjoy  having  a copy  sinee  it 
ii  from  yoxu*  Garden  City. 


Win  Gorbally 


Your  Ann  sent  Miss  Helen  a ^.oTOly  Birthday 
Greeting. 
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CURRICULUM 

BO^'S  DEPARTMENT 
REQUIRED  COURSES 
Religion  4 years 
English  4 years 
Social  Studies  3 years 
Mathematics  3 years 
Latin  2 years 
Science  1 year 

Healtli  and  Physical  Education y 
ELECTIVE  COURSES 
Latin  III.  Latin  I\' 

French  2 or  3 years 
Spanish  2 or  3 years 
Anjerican  History  II 
Biology.  Chemistry,  Physic:^ 
Twelfth  Year  Math 
College  Preparatory  Typing 
Engineering  Drawing 
Music,  Art 


GIRLS  DEPARTMENT 
REQUIRED  COURSES 
Religion  4 years 
English  4 years 
Social  Studies  3 years 
Mathematics  3 years 
(or  Math  2 years  and 
Modern  Language  2 years) 
Latin  2 years 
Science  1 year 

Health  and  Physical  Education 
ELECTIVE  COURSES 
Latin  III,  Latin  IV 
F rench  2 or  3 years 
Spanish  2 or  3 years 
American  History  II 
Biology,  Chemistry,  Physics 
Twelfth  Year  Math 
College  Preparatory  Typing 
Secretarial  Typing  2 years 
Stenography  2 years 
Music,  Art 


ADVANCED  PLACEM? 
Mathematics,  Biplogy,  ^ 
English,  History' 


ADVANCED  PLACEMENT: 
Mathematics,  Biology, 
English,  History 


FACULTY  — Tlie  /facuky  inckules  priesls  of  the 
Archdiocese  of ANc-w  \'ork  (12),  Brotliers  of  the 
Christian  Schoffllsf(26),  Sisters  of  Charity  of  Mount 
Saint  \'incenti(35)  and  lay  teachers  (15).  Boys  are 
taught  by  pi/iesis  and  Brothers;  girls  by  Sisters. 
Lay  teachers/^r' e in  both  Departments. 

SPIRITUAL  i;hisction  and  religious  activities 

in  botli  Depan’inenls  are  supervised  on  a full-time 
basis  by  priest  counsellor,  assisted  by  the  other 
priests  on  staff. 

GUIDANCE  — Each  De])artment  is  served  by  a full- 
time guidance  director,  responsible  for  educational 
and  vocational  guidance,  inchuling  college  place- 
ment—jvith  scholarshij)  benefits  wherever  possible. 

FORENSICS,  DRAMATICS,  MUSIC  - LJnusual  oppor- 
tunities are  offered  for  partici]ralion  in  forensics 
(including^oratory  and  debate),  dramatics,  glee  club, 
band  aniUn-chestra,  the  last  named  under  the  guid- 
ance of  ajfull-time  director  of  instrumental  music. 
ATHLETICS  - Five  full-time  physical  education  teach- 
ers. plus  several  part-time  coaches  supervise  an  ex- 
tensive |)rogram  of  jthysical  education  and  athletics. 
ADMISSION  — Entrance  to  freshman  year  is  based 
on  achievement  in  the  Cooperative  Entrance  Ex- 
amination for  High  Schools  and  eighth  grade  rank. 
.Vdini.ssion  to  the  upper  grades  is  through  special 
a])plication  and  is  possible  when  places  are  avail- 
able and  wffien  applicants  are  judged  to  be  qualified 
ill  ilie  liglu  of  school  records  and  performance  in 
spcciid  tests. 

TUITION  — A monthly  tuition 'of  fifteen  dollars  is 
(barged.  In  addition  thei^ are  certain  fees  which 
avertige  approximately  twenty  dollars  per  year. 
ADDRESS  - All  c()mInunicatiotii^-.,and  inejuiries 
should  be  direaed  to  Cardinal  SpSllnian  Iligli 
■School,  1!)!)I  Needliam  Avenue,  Bronx,  N.  Y.  10166 
(TII  1 .8000). 
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CARDINAL  SPELLMAN  HIGH  SCHOOL 


CARDINAL  SPELLMAN  HIGH  SCHOOL  is  a Diocesan 
High  School,  dedicated  by  His  Eminence  Cardinal 
Spellman  on  May  27,  1962.  Located  on  a thirteen 
acre  site  of  high  ground  near  the  Bronx-Westchester 
line,  the  building  is  generally  recognized  as  the 
finest  Catholic  high  school  structure  in  America, 
extensive  enough  to  provide  entirely  separate  aca- 
demic areas  for  its  Boys  and  Girls  Departments. 
A student  center  houses  a spacious  double  gym- 
nasium, cafeteria,  auditorium,  little  theatre  and 
music  rooms. 

A HIGH  CALIBER  PROGRAM  OF  STUDIES  is  offered 
at  Cardinal  Spellman.  The  curriculum  is  academic, 
designed  primarily  to  meet  the  needs  of  college- 
bound  students.  In  the  Girls  Department  there  are 
some  exceptions  to  this  during  the  final  two  years 
in  the  form  of  electives  for  those  interested  in  and 
suited  for  secretarial  training.  In  neither  Depart- 
ment does  the  program  stop  at  minimum  standards 
of  study.  Rather,  it  is  intended  to  offer  to  the  su- 
perior student  full  opportunity  for  development  to 
the  extent  of  his  abilities.  To  accomplish  this  it 
encomitasses  both  a standard  college  preparatory 
course  and  an  honors  course. 

STUDENTS  OF  EXCEPTIONAL  ABILITY  will  find  place 
at  Cardinal  Spellman.  Such  students  are  grouped 
.septirately  anil  are  given  a course  of  studies  particu- 
larly suited  to  their  talents.  By  completing  standard 
high  school  work  in  a short  time  they  have  an 
opjtortunity  to  probe  the  traditional  high  school 
subjects  in  greater  depth  or  to  take  courses  during 
senior  year  which  are  college-level  and  recognized 
for  credit  in  colleges.  Demanding  more  than  average 
ability  and  ap|rlication,  the  honors  |)rogram  re])- 
resents  the  best  possible  development  of  the  gifted 
student's  talents. 


INTELLECTUAL  GROWTH  is  achieved  through  cur- 
ricular otferings  in  both  the  arts  and  the  sciences. 
Dedicated  teaching  by  a carefully  selected  faculty 
challenges  the  student  to  his  very  best  effort. 


CULTURAL  ADVANCEMENT  is  served  by  an  unusu- 
ally fine  auditorium,  a little  theatre,  a band  and 
orchestra  room  and  six  music  practice  rooms,  plus 
library  and  art  room.  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  pro- 
grams for  both  boys  and  girls,  intramural  teams, 
school  teams  in  football,  track,  basketball,  baseball 
and  swimming,  and  less  extensive  participation  in 
tennis,  golf  and  other  sports  insure  continuing  use 
of  the  big  gymnasium,  the  fine  athletic  field,  the 
unusual  all-weather  track. 


As  a coinstitutional  school,  to  be  distinguished  from  a 
coeducational  school.  Cardinal  Spellman  High  School 
provides  for  the  enrollment  of  boys  and  girls  in  separate 
Departments,  headed  by  a Brother  Principal  and  a Sister 
Principal.  A Priest  Principal  of  the  school  is  responsible 
for  over  all  direction,  coordination,  public  relations,  and 
financial  management.  This  makes  it  possible  for  boys 
and  girls  to  receive  an  education  specifically  designed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  each,  with  opportunities  for  participa- 
tion in  common  in  some  phases  of  the  extra-curricidar 


program,  such  as  dramatics,  publications,  music  and 
social  activities. 

This  arrangement  is  also  in  keeping  with  the  modern 
trend  to  smaller  school  units  within  the  framework  of  a 
larger  school.  The  capacity  of  Cardinal  Spellman  High 
School  is  two  thousand,  but  the  enrollment  of  students 
in  Departments  of  one  thousand  each  encourages  more 
individual  attention  than  would  otherwise  be  possible. 
At  the  same  time  students  have  available  the  facilities 
of  the  largest  Catholic  secondary  school  building  in  the 
Archdiocese. 


INSTRUCTION  IN  RELIGION  and  the  opportunity  for 
spiritual  growth  are  at  the  heart  of  the  educational 
program.  Daily  Mass,  confessions.  First  Friday  Mass 
and  Communion,  spiritual  counselling,  an  annual 
retreat,  religious  organizations,  are  features  of  the 
official  school  program  for  advancement  in  the 
knowledge  of  and  practice  of  religion. 


SUPERVISED  SOCIAL  ACTIVITIES  sponsored  by  one  or 
another  of  the  many  student  organizations  give  an 
opportunity  for  wholesome  recreation,  the  broad- 
ening of  friendships  and  growth  of  desirable  social 
traits.  EXTRA-CURRICULAR  ACTIVITIES  develop  in- 
itiative, responsibility  and  good  school  spirit. 
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FORRIS  BLECHAM  CHICK.  M.  D. 
171  SPORT  hlLLROAD.  SASTON.  CONN 
P.IONK  37i-7207 


October  10,  1964 


Mr.  Janson  Noyes,  Jr.,  President 
.'■j.Torican  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc, 
i5  Vlcst  16th  Street 
.view  iork  xl.  New  York 

Bear  Mr.  Noyes: 

As  you  know.  Miss  Helen  Keller  was  re- 
cently admitted  to  Bridgeport  Hospital  for  the  pux-pose 
of  having  a root  of  a tooth  removed. 

Dr.  Charles  Kilby  had  been  taking  care 
of  this  matter  and  planned  to  insert  a prothesis  into 
the  root  area  and  he  was  progressing  with  the  shaping 
and  construction  of  the  prothesis.  However,  the  root 
became  abcessed  and  I must  confess  I removed  Miss 
Keller  from  his  immediate  care  in  order  that  she  be 
hospitalized.  Dr.  Martin  Aronson  was  consulted  for 
the  removal  of  this  root. 

While  she  was  hospitalized,  it  seemed 
advisable  to  thoroughly  review  Miss  Keller's  medical 
status.  Her  course  in  the  hospital  was  surprisingly 
uneventful.  I found  nothing  alarming  in  the  results 
of  her  laboratory  tests.  X-rays  and  cardiograph.  Of 
course.  Miss  Keller  is  failing  gradually  with  age. 

She  suffers,  as  before,  with  generalized  arterior- 
sclerosis  and  diabetis.  However,  I do  not  find  any 
reason  for  alarm  over  her  condition  at  the  present 
time . 


With  reference  to  the  services  performed 
by  Dr.  Kilby  - it  is  my  opinion  that  these  services 
were  rendered  in  good  conscience  and  I believe  he  should 
bo  compensated  for  his  efforts.  In  my  opinion,  I be- 
lieve he  should  be  requested  to  manage  Miss  Keller's 
routine  dental  care  as  he  is  situated  close  by  and  is 
able  to  do  routine  dental  work  in  her  home. 

If  you  have  any  further  questions  with 
regard  to  this  matter,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  con- 
tact me. 


Sincerely  yours. 


HKl.KN  A.  KKI.I.Krf.  I,.ii.n„  i 


( niniHf  lor,  \’nllottal  mirl 
I nil  rviilit/tiiil  lit  Inlionti 


A//trric(i/i  Found  at  ion  for  the  Blind,  Inc 


KUSTACK  SKUtIMAN 
Vlunr^nnn,  Hoard  of  Tntxlrrti 
JANSKN  NOYKS.  JU. 

I’rrnidr}it 

cKoRf:K  F.  mp:yku 

Vlrr.prrHidivf 
HICHAHD  il.  MIGEL 
Srrri'ta  ry 
J.  P.  MORGAN,  II 


The  Hon.  JOHN  F KENNEDY.'  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER.  HARRY  S.  TRUMAN. 
FRANKLIN  D,  ROOSEVELT.*  HERBERT  HOOVER.  CALVIN  COOLIDGE* 

Pflsf  Honorary  Presidents 


Trrnsurrr 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 

HrmOivc  Dirrrtor 


J5  nV.sf  }()th  Sfrcct,  Xcw  York  11,  .V.  )\ 
Telephone:  Watkins  J,-0Jt20 


Cable  Addrvns:  Foundation,  New  York 


November  4,  1964 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island,  N.Y. 

Dear  Mrs  . Henney: 

I am  writing  to  you  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr.  to  give  you 
certain  confidential  information  about  Miss  Helen  Keller's  health. 

Some  weeks  ago.  Miss  Keller  had  to  undergo  a brief  period  of  hospitalization 
primarily  for  the  purpose  of  dental  surgery.  During  the  time  of  hospital- 
ization, she  underwent  a thorough  physical  check-up.  Mr.  Noyes  has  asked 
that  I share  with  you  the  attached  copy  of  a report  from  Dr.  F.  B.  Chick. 

About  three  weeks  ago,  I had  the  pleasure  of  spending  a few  minutes  with 
Miss  Keller  in  order  to  deliver  to  her  the  Presidential  Medal  of  Freedom 
which  was  accepted  on  her  behalf  by  Miss  Katharine  Tyson  on  September  14 
at  the  White  House.  She  seemed  content  and  well,  and  no  worse  the  wear 
for  having  been  in  the  hospital. 

Best  regards . 


Very  sincerely  yours 


MRB/g 


Executive  Director 
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Officers 

MRS.  JOHN  DRIGGS 

PRCSI  DENT 

MRS.  CLARENCE  8LUHM 
VICE  PRESIDENT 
MRS.  LAWRENCE  DEETER 

SECRETARY 

JAMES  MOELLER 

ASSISTANT  SECRETARY 
ELZA  BRIDGES 
TREASURER 

MRS.  PATRICIA  L.  BUCHANAN 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Directors 

MICHAEL  BERRY 
WILLIAM  BERRY 
MRS.  CLARENCE  BLUHM 
ELZA  BRIDGES 
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ALBERT  CHOULES 
MRS.  JOHN  COHILL 
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JOHN  FAHEY 
JAMES  FREEMAN 
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UNDATIDN  For 


Blinu  Children 


so.  HINTON  AVE.  • 947-3744 


SCOTTSDALE,  ARIZONA 


November  18,  1964 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henny 
c/o  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc. 

277  Park  Avenue 

New  York,  New  York  10017 

Dear  Mrs.  Henny; 

We  are  a non-profit  agency  whose  purpose  is  to 
help  meet  the  needs  of  the  visually  handicapped 
children  in  the  Phoenix  area.  As  part  of  our 
program  we  try  to  supply  the  necessary  textbooks 
for  the  children  who  attend  public  schools  in 
regular  classrooms. 

Some  of  these  books  are  not  available  in  large 
print,  braille,  records  or  tape  and  it  is  necessary 
for  us  to  ask  volunteers  to  transcribe  the  books 
into  one  of  the  aforementioned  categories.  These 
books  are  used  solely  by  the  blind  and  are  not 
sold  for  profit.  Credits  on  title,  author, 
publisher  and  copyright  date  are  given  on  all  copies. 

May  we  have  permission  to  tape  record  THREE  DAYS 
TO  SEE  by  Helen  Keller  which  appears  in  PROSE  AND 
POETRY  ADVENTURES,  Singer,  c.  1963. 

We  will  appreciate  your  cooperation  and  a reply 
at  your  earliest  convenience. 

Thank  you  very  much. 


Sincerely , 


(Mrs.)  M^y  Baker 
Librarian 
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THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 

57  WILLOUGHBY  STREET 
BROOKLYN  1,  NEW  YORK 


TRUSTEES 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS 

Honorary  President 

HENRY  S.  CONOVER 
President 

JOHN  E.  McKEEN 
Vice-President 

MILTON  T.  VANDER  VEER 
Vice-President 

ANDREW  S.  ROSCOE 
Treasurer 

JOHN  H.  FINN 
Secretary 


DAVID  J.  ASKIN,  JR. 

HENRY  J.  BENISCH 

LEON  W.  BENTLEY 

ROBERT  M.  BURKE 

DUNCAN  CRANFORD 

ADOLPH  GOLDBERG 

ROBERT  L GORDON 

OLIVER  B.  JENNINGS 

MAHHEW  C JONES 

JOSEPH  A.  KAISER 

DR.  JOHN  B.  KING 

MORRIS  KIRSCH 

WILBUR  A.  LEVIN 

HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRICK 

JOHN  H.  NICHOLSON 

WALTER  OBERSTEBRINK 

JOHN  A.  PATERSON 

RABBI  ALVAN  D.  RUBIN 

WILLIAM  H.  SASSO 

HARRY  R.  SOCOLOF 

JOHN  H.  THATCHER 

DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD 

RT.  REV.  MSGR.  WILLIAM  J.  WALSH 

DR.  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON 

COUNSEl. 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  ESQ. 

JOHN  H.  FINN.  ESQ. 


Telephone  MAin  4-5152 


December  l6,  I96I4. 


Mrs . J . K . Henney 
111  5th  Street 
Garden  City,  L.I.,  N.Y. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Mrs.  Scharoff  has  forwarded  to  us  your  very  thoughtful 
and  generous  gift  of  $100.  It  was  good  of  you  to  remember 
us  at  this  time  and  to  offer  this  support  for  the  Anne 
Sullivan  Macy  Service  for  Deaf-Blind  Persons. 

I know  of  your  special  interest  and  warmhearted  concern 
for  deaf-blind  people  through  your  work  with  Helen  Keller, 
and  it  is  good  to  know  that  you  are  aware  of  what  we  are 
doing  at  IHB  for  these  very  lonely  people. 

May  we  extend  to  you  our  heartfelt  thanks,  and  our  wish 
for  a very  joyous  Christmas  and  a happy  and  healthful 
New  Year. 


Faithfully  youra, 

Peter  jV  Salmon 
Executive  director 


PJS :Kaa 


PETER  J.  SALMON 

Executive  Director 


Since  1 893  . . . t h e 0 ^ S t i t U t e for  ...to  Help  Themselves 


IHB  does  not  conduct  house-to-house  canvassing  or  engage  in  telephone  solicitation  for  the  sale  of  goods  or  the  collecting  of  funds. 
IHB  products  sold  through  commercial  channels  at  fair  market  prices. 
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tion  for  (he  Blind,  uiid  ihc  presen- 
tation was  made  by  Culbert  S. 
Strauss,  chairman  of  the  dedi- 
cation committee,  to  Mr.  Bodinc. 

Thomas  D.  Halliwell.  chairman 
of  the  School  building  committee, 
who  received  an  abundant  share 
of  credit  for  the  work  done  by 
the  committee  in  connection  with 
the  school,  acted  as  master  of 
ceremonies  for  the  program. 

He  introduced  the  guests  and 
members  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation nnd  the  Building  commit- 
tee. 

Following  the  .singing  of  t| 
"Star  Spangled  Banner”  by^  Hiel 
girls'  choir,  and  the  invocation] 
by  the  Rev.  Vincent  P.  Cleary,( 
pastor  of  Notre  Dame  of  Easton, 'i 
First  Selectman  Franklin  hJ 
Hubbell  spoke  of  the  school  as 
the  largest  “single  project"  the| 
town  had  undertaken  and  callcdi 
it  “an  investment  in  the  future. 

Letter  Is  Read 

Mr.  Strauss  read  the  follow^ 
Ing  letter,  from  M.  Robert  Bar- 
nett, executive  director  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  on  behalf  of  Miss  Helen 
Keller: 

“It  is  my  privilege  to  address 
you  and  your  colleagues  on  tfei 
day  of  the  dedication  of  an  in- 
stitution of  learning  on  behalf  of 
the  person  for  whom  it  is  namedj 
Your  friend  and  neighbor.  Miss 
Helen  Keller,  has  asked  that  1 
send  you  her  warm  personal 
greetings,  her  humble  thanks  for 
the  tribute  and  also  a word  of 
explanation  of  why  she  cannot 
be  with  you  on  this  occasion. 

“Miss  Keller,  as  you  know^ 
will  be  85  years  old  on  June* 
27.  She  continues  in  good  health, 
but  her  medical  advisors  are 
reluctant  for  her  to  go  abroad  i 
from  hor  house,  Arcan  Ridge,  to  I 
undergo  the  fatigue  of  a public  j 
appearance.  Miss  Keller  herself  I 
is  equally  reluctant  not  to  do  so,  1 
but  has  agreed  to  comply  with  I 
her  doctor’s  orders. 

“For  the  past  several  months. 
Miss  Keller  has  spent  most  of 
her  days  in  resting,  enjoying 
her  home  and  reading.  You  will  1 
recall,  no  doubt,  that  she  has  ( 
been  an  avid  reader  ever  since 
the  day  that  Ann  Sullivan  Macy's  ■ 
.teaching  opened  the  way.  In- 
terestingly enough,  she  is  oneH 
of  the  most  rapid  readers  of  ^ 
Braille,  even  foreign  language  t 
Braille  in  addition  to  English.  ^ 
She  is  thoroughly  enjoying  the 
opportunity  that  retirement  af- 
fords to  read  again  many  of  the 
books  that  she  cherished  as  a 
younger  woman. 

".Since  Miss  Polly  Ihornp^on 

in  ti„.  -i.ritfror  tnAo.  Mis,s 


the  Benediction.'  - ■ . 

Refreshments  were  .served  by 
members  of  the  Parent-Tcachci' 
organization  after  the  progrtu 
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Til  MM*  most  i^matnni  cunillOUT 
ion  is  the  devoted  Mrs.  Winifred 
Corbally.  Also  in  her  household 
are  other  helpers  who,  after 
many  years  of  association,  vir- 
tually are  like  her  own  family. 

All  these  people  can  communi- 
cate with  Miss  Keller  and  help 
her  to  keep  up  with  current 
events.  Her  brother,  a Texan, 
her  sister  and  niece,  Alabamans, 
visit  her  occasionally,  but  other 
than  immediate  close  friends  and 
family  members,  she  has  been 
forced  to  give  up  the  entertain- 
ing of  her  many  friends  which 
she  found  so  stimulating  through- 
out the  years. 

“The  fact  that  the  citizens  of 
Easton  decided  to  name  a school 
tor  her  is  a particular  interest 
in  the  midst  of  her  continued 
concerns  about  domestic  and  in- 
ternational problems.  In  her 
many  writings  and  in  her  hun- 
dreds of  speeches,  there  is  a 
continuing  theme  of  emphasis 
on  the  importance  of  learning. 
She  is  aware  that  her  own  life 
is  considered  by  many  as  a 
striking  example  of  how  a hu- 
man being,  regardless  of  circum- 
stances or  handicap,  can  grow 
through  eduation.  She  hopes  that 
the  young  people  who  will  move 
through  the  halls  of  the  Helen 
Keller  school  will  understand  the 
opportunity  which  it  presents  for 
them  to  do  the  same. 

“Please  accept  on  behalf  oljse 
Miss  Keller  and  through  thisisil 
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Wide  World  of  Entertainment  Q 


Applaud! 


W5P 


THE  SUNDAY  NIGHT  MOVIE  Premiere  9:00  (in  color)  Television’s  most  impressive  array 

of  first-run  movies  comes  to  ABC.  Tonight;  "The  Vikings,”  starring  Kirk  Dougias,  Tony  Curtis,  Ernest  Borgnine,  and  Janet  Leigh. 
Next  Sunday:  "Some  Like  it  Hot,”  starring  Marilyn  Monroe,  Jack  Lemmon,  and  Tony  Curtis.  Coming  soon:  "Facts  of  Life,” 
with  Bob  Hope  and  Lucille  Ball  (Oct.  4th);  and  "The  Miracle  Vi/orker,”  with  Anne  Bancroft  and  Patty  Duke  (Oct.  11th). 


John  Horn 

Mew  York  Herald  Tribune  4/11/65 

A sizaliU-  portion  of  today’s  cntcrtainnu'nt  is  not 
tlu‘  rt’snlt  of  a creative  act.  It  is  the  semi-dijeested  cud 
of  a cannibal  process  that  cuts  across  contemporary  pop 
culture. 

The  fascinating  human  that  was  I'anny  Hrice  is 
now  a one-dimensional  rags-to-riches  Cinderella  Har- 
bra  Streisand  romanticizes  in  Fuiiity  Girl.  Ben  Brank- 
lin  ill  Baris  also  is  a Broadway  musical-comedy  char- 
acter. 

(juentin  Reynolds  and  Westbrook  Pegler,  h'ranklin 
1).  Roosevelt,  Jean  Harlow,  James  Dean,  William  Jen- 
nings Bryan  and  Clarence  Darrow,  Lizzie  Borden, 
.Marilyn  .Monroe,  John  K.  Kennedy,  Jesse  James,  Wyatt 
ICarp,  the  Trapp  family.  Jack  Benny,  Sean  O’Casey  and 
;M  Capone — these  real  persons  arc  the  basis,  although 
resemblance  is  often  purely  coincidental,  for  some  of 
the  best-known  and  cherished  myths  of  our  time,  cele- 
brated in  play,  film,  record,  magazine,  book,  ballet  and 
television. 

Discussing  a play  or  picture,  is  it  FDR  or  Ralph 
Bellamy  we  mean?  Is  it  JFK  or  Cliff  Robertson?  Does 
the  latest  Greatest  Story  Ever  Told,  in  Cinerama,  exalt 
the  story  of  Christ?  Or  is  it  a famous-actor  pageant 
and  peepshow,  a Hollywood  opera  like  a Cecil  R.  De 
Mille  epic? 

.\re  the  facts  true?  It  doesn’t  really  matter.  The 
aim  is  not  to  edify.  It  is  to  c.xploit  our  ignorance  by 
reshaping  reality  into  images  that  please,  flatter  and 
amuse  us. 

Medium  feeds  on  medium.  Musical  remakes  of 
familiar  stories  flourish : Golden  Boy,  Baker  .Streetj 
Fiddler  on  the  Roof,  .V/y  Fair  Lady.  Hello,  Dolly!,  What 
.Makes  .Saiiiiiiy  Runf  Hollywood,  as  always,  relies 
heavily  on  plays  and  books.  Without  vaudeville  and 
radio,  the  form  and  content  of  television  wouldn’t  be. 

.Ml  of  reality  is  devoured.  Social,  medical  and 
moral  problems  are  the  basic  commodity  of  TV  enter- 
tainment series  like  The  Defenders  and  Fey  ton  Place. 
Kverything  becomes  a “shtick,”  a piece  of  show-biz 
business. 

The  cause  of  the  United  Nations  is  "helt)ed” — like 
a hole  in  the  head — by  an  artistically  disastrous  tele- 
vision series.  Its  first  program:  a cannibalization  of 
Charles  Dickens’  Christinas  Carol.  Strange  how  fact 
and  fiction  are  now  popularly  intertwined.  Critics  who 
found  the  U.  N.  programs  esthetically  appalling  were 
abused  by  theoretical  liberals  as  warmongering  enemies 
of  world  peace. 

In  TV  news  programs,  violence  and  bloodshed  of 
the  Congo  and  Viet  Nam,  between  singing  commercials, 
help  sell  headache  remedies  and  beauty  aids. 

.Much  of  this  cultural  cannibalism  seems  harmless 
although  debasing  and  repulsive.  But  there  are  sinister 
aspects.  Is  Cindy  Adams,  unreeling  personal,  informal 
film  of  Sukarno  as  a glamorous  playboy  on  the  Jack 
Paar  program,  using  the  Indonesian  President,  or  is  he 
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Franklin  D.  Roosez'elt;  Ralph  Bellamy  as  F.  D.  R. 


Oliver  li'endell  Holmes;  Alfred  I.unt  as  Justice  Holmes. 


using  her  for  propaganda  purposes?  Futhcr  way  the 
■American  public  is  being  had. 

Take  for  TV  example  the  flallmark  production  of 
The  Magnificent  Yankee,  starring  .Alfred  I.unt  and 
Lynn  b'ontanne  earlier  this  season. 

The  OO-minute  televersion  of  the  Emmet  Lavery 
play,  you  may  remember,  was  devoted  to  public  aspects 
of  the  private  eccentricities  of  Justice  Oliver  Wendell 
Holmes  during  his  Washington  years,  his  love  for  his 
wife,  her  gentle  manipulation  of  him,  his  fathcrliness 
to  young-lawyer  secretaries  and  other  such  piffle. 

The  law  and  the  Supreme  Court  were  scarcely 
mentioned.  Historical  figures  like  Teddy  Roosevelt  and 
Henry  .Adams  were  cut  down  to  cartoons.  The  whole 
soda- fizz  concoction  was  played  like  soap  opera. 

When  a review  ticketl  off  these  obvious  faidts, 
protests  flocked  in — from  Lunt- Fontanne  fans.  Not  a 
word  from  admirers  of  Justice  Holmes,  whose  story  "is 
the  story  of  his  country,"  according  to  t'atherine 
Drinker  Bowen. 

Wrote  the  biographer  of  the  llreat  Dissenter: 

■‘‘Life  is  action  and  passion,’  he  said.  ’I  think  it  is 
required  of  a man  that  he  should  share  the  action  and 
|iassion  of  his  time  at  peril  of  being  jndged  not  to  have 
lived.’  Holmes  shared  his  country’s  action  aiul  passion 
on  the  soldier's  field  ;ind  the  judge’s  bench." 

Here’s  a vote  for  Justice  Holmes,  and  a protest  at 
the  use  of  a great  man,  defamation  really,  for  the  sake 
of  jimusement. 

If  a couple  of  teen-age  idols  ever  .star  in  a riH'k  ’n’ 
roll  musical  based  on  The  Romance  of  Alfred  and  Lynn. 
with  the  principal  roles  rewritten  as  inarticidate  hixnl- 
hun  .ind  tart  to  suit  the  youngsters’  limitations  and  cur- 
rent ))opidar  taste,  I like  to  think  I wcmld  be  among  the 
first  to  shout  .(11  objection.  >l 
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Patty  Duke  as  young  Helen  Keller  learns  her  first  word,  ^‘w'ater/’  from  her  dedicated  teacher,  3 
Annie  Sullivan  (Anne  Bancroft),  in  this  scene  from  “The  Miraele  Worker,”  the  1962  film  adapted 
from  the  Broadway  drama,  to  be  repeated  on  Ch.  7,  Sunday  at  9 p.m. 
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20  Women  Elected  to  Hall  of  Fame 


Helen  Keller,  whose  battle  against  blindness  and  deafness  was  told  in  the  play 
and  movie,  “The  Miracle  Worker,”  and  Eleanor  Roosevelt  were  among  the  20  American 
women  named  yesterday  to  the  Women’s  Hall  of  Fame  at  the  World’s  Fair. 


More  than  200  women’s  editors 
of  the  nation’s  newspapers  and 
magazines  chose  10  living  and  10 
dead  women  from  a list  of  100 
nominees.  Photographs  of  the 
winners  will  be  displayed  in  the 
hall,  in  the  Better  Living  Center. 

Got  Most  Ballots 
Although  officials  did  not  give 
vote  totals,  they  said  Miss  Keller 
and  Mrs.  Roosevelt  received  the 
most  ballots. 

Other  winners  were: 

Living — Singer  Marian  Ander- 
son, photographer-war  correspon- 
dent Margaret  Bourke-White,  au- 
thor Pearl  Buck,  author  Edna 
Ferber,  actress  Helen  Hayes, 
pharmacologist  Dr.  Frances  0. 
Kelsey  (who  as  head  of  the  Pub- 
lic Health  Service  refused  to  dis- 
tribute the  malforming  drug 
thalidomide),  anthropologist  Mar- 
garet Mead,  birth  control  leader 
Margaret  Sanger  and  Sen.  Mar- 
garet Chase  Smith  (R-Maine). 

Dead — Settlement  worker  Jane 
Addams,  actress  Ethel  Barrymore, 
Salvation  Army  chief  Evangeline 
Cory  Booth,  scientist-author  Ra- 
chel Carson;  aviatrix  Amelia  Ear- 
hart,  poet  Edna  St.  Vincent  Mil- 
lay,  painter  Grandma  Moses,  sci- 
entist Dr.  Florence  R.  Sabin  and 
athlete  Babe  Didrikson  Zaharias. 


Helen  Keller  Eleanor  Roosevelt 

Leaders  among  100  nominees,  living  and  dead 


NEWS  POLL  SUMMARY 

This  is  the  tally  of  balloting  at  The  News  World's  Fair  Public 
Opinion  Poll: 
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1.  Should  a girl  marry  her  fiance  before  he  goes  into  service? 
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THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


MEMORANDUM 


for  your  Information  I an  attaching  copy  of  statement  relative  to  the  joint  project 
of  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  and  IHB,  recognising  the  occasion  of  the  100th 
anniversary  ef  the  birth  of  Anne  Sullivan  Maey*  You  will  be  hearing  more  about 
this  as  plans  are  developed  and,  of  course^  ve  will  be  greatly-  interested  in  any 
ideas  that  you  nay  have* 


CU-*AA. 


J.  SALMON 


PJStnd 

enel* 


ANNE  SULLIVAN  CENTENNIAL  COMMEMORATION  - APRIL  14,  1966 


to  honor  the  memory  of  Anne  Sullivan  by 
telling  what  her  life's  work  means  today 
to  deaf-blind  people  the  world  over. 


ANNE  SULLIVAN  - Helen  Keller's  "TEACHER"  1866-1936 


TEACHER  of  one  of  the  most  outstanding  deaf-blind  personages  of  all  time. 

Life  of  selfless  dedication  and  love  to  Helen  Keller. 

The  story  of  her  triumphant  communication  break-through  with  Helen  Keller  was  told 
in  the  motion  picture  "The  Miracle  Worker." 

Anne  Sullivan,  whom  Helen  Keller  always  referred  to  as  TEACHER,  is  one  of  the  very 
few  persons  in  history  whose  life  was  one  of  devoted  service  to  the  deaf-blind. 


* 


Deaf-blind  persons,  both  children  and  adults,  form  what  is  perhaps  the  most  neglected 
group  in  the  United  States.  Through  the  joint  efforts  of  IHB  and  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind,  it  is  hoped  to  draw  attention  to  the  deaf-blind  by  commemorating  on 
April  14,  1966,  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Anne  Sullivan. 


* * * 

PERKINS  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Watertown,  Massachusetts 

Department  for  educating  deaf-blind  children  is  the  largest  in  the  world. 

Teacher  training  program  for  teachers  of  the  deaf-blind  is  the  only  one  in  the  world. 

First  Perkins  director.  Dr.  Samuel  Gridley  Howe,  personally  taught  Laura  Bridgman, 
the  first  deaf-blind  child  to  be  formally  educated. 

Anne  Sullivan  sent  from  Perkins  to  educate  Helen  Keller. 


INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Brooklyn,  New  York 

Leading  organization  in  this  country  in  work  for  deaf-blind  adults. 

Work  with  deaf-blind  goes  back  over  50  years. 

Founded  in  1945  the  Special  Services  for  the  Deaf-Blind. 

In  1962  established  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Service,  a regional  rehabilitation 
service  for  deaf-blind  people,  serving  fifteen  states,  sponsored  by  the 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Administration. 


ANNE  SULLIVAN 


(1866-1936) 


TEACHER  to  Helen  Keller 


(1887-1936) 


The  Legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan 


Few  people  have  the  opportunity  of  affecting  times  in  which  they 
live.  Fewer  still  leave  a legacy  which  inspires  and  challenges  those 
who  follow.  Anne  Sullivan,  Helen  Keller's  beloved  "Teacher,"  is  one 
who  did . 

By  bringing  Helen  out  of  her  prison  of  despair  and  frustration, 
she  accomplished  what  has  been  called  a "miracle."  If  she  had  done 
no  more,  she  would  have  been  assured  a footnote  in  history.  Her  ex- 
ample still  would  have  challenged  others  to  push  into  unknown  areas 
of  reaching  through  deafness  and  blindness  to  understanding  and  com- 
munication . 

Anne  did  more.  She  became  one  of  the  few  people  in  history  whose 
life  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  deaf-blind.  Helen  herself  said 
that  whatever  success  in  life  she  may  have  achieved  in  the  face  of 
severe  physical  disability  really  belonged  to  her  "Teacher."  Anne 
sought  no  credit,  even  denied  it.  For  nearly  sixty  years  her  self- 
less service  to  Helen  Keller  played  its  part  in  the  many  ways  in 
which  Helen  Keller  was  able  to  assist  the  deaf,  the  blind,  and  those 
who  are  both  deaf  and  blind  in  this  country  and  around  the  world . 

Today,  Anne  Sullivan  is  the  inspiration  for  those  who  work  with 
the  deaf-blind  in  any  capacity.  To  read  "Teacher,"  Helen  Keller's 
own  book  about  Anne,  or  Nella  Braddy's  book,  "Anne  Sullivan  Macy," 
is  to  know  that  Anne's  accomplishments  were  not  a "miracle."  They 
were  rather  the  results  of  courage,  determination  and  inspiration 
from  a person  in  whose  being  was  found  a rare  alchemy  of  background, 
personality,  talents,  and  common  sense.  She  was  the  right  person, 
perhaps  the  only  person,  for  the  tough  job  that  needed  to  be  done. 

The  raw  drama  of  how  a twenty-one  year  old  girl  broke  through 
the  barrier  of  deafness  and  blindness  to  the  child  Helen  was  told  in 
the  play  and  movie  "The  Miracle  Worker."  The  drama  is  further 
heightened  when  we  know  she  was  the  product  of  a childhood  of  ab- 
ject poverty  and  stark  terror,  a recent  graduate  of  the  Perkins 
School  for  the  Blind,  and  only  recently  partially  liberated  from 
blindness  by  an  eye  operation.  But  to  read  further  about  Anne  - 
to  know  the  years  that  followed  - is  to  know  that  this  was  a person 
gifted  in  many  ways,  a warm  human  being  whose  vision  of  what  was  to 
be  accomplished  was  always  clear. 

In  Anne  were  the  qualities  sought  today  in  those  who  work  with 
the  deaf-blind.  She  was  a person  with  a deep  sense  of  human  under- 
standing who  observed  people  and  how  they  learned  and  then  applied 
this  knowledge  to  her  special  need.  A person  with  a willingness  to 
experiment.  She  read  everything  she  could  about  what  others  had 
done.  When  these  methods  didn't  work  for  her,  she  looked  for  new 
ways  to  reach  her  goal . 


-2- 


Anne  Sullivan  was  a person  who  recognized  the  importance  of 
the  individual  and  was  determined  that  Helen  would  not  become  a re- 
flection of  herself.  At  the  same  time  she  recognized  the  impor- 
tance of  her  own  individuality.  Although  in  one  sense  Anne  gave  her 
whole  life  to  Helen,  she  never  surrendered  her  own  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  a human  being. 

Anne  Sullivan  was  a person  who  was  thorough.  This  quality  is 
evident  through  her  whole  life.  It  was  more  than  patience,  more 
than  just  Irish  stubbornness.  She  clung  to  a high  standard  of  per- 
formance in  spite  of  easy  ways  which  were  sometimes  offered. 

Anne  was  above  all  an  honest  person.  She  realized  how  easy 
it  is  to  exaggerate  the  accomplishments  of  the  deaf-blind;  but  also 
how  easy  it  is  to  deprive  a deaf-blind  person  and  his  teacher  of 
due  credit  for  what  they  have  accomplished.  Anne  tried  hard  to 
walk  the  middle  line  . She  frequently  saw  to  it  that  people  under- 
stood just  what  Helen  Keller's  accomplishments  were,  but  deplored 
anything  which  she  considered  was  an  exaggeration. 

Anne  Sullivan's  legacy  is  great.  We  honor  her  for  bringing  the 
wonderful  personality  of  Helen  Keller  out  of  despair  and  frustration. 
We  honor  her  for  herself.  The  work  being  accomplished  with  deaf- 
blind  adults  and  children  today  would  not  be  possible  if  it  were  not 
for  the  pioneering  and  inspiration  of  Anne  Sullivan. 

Anne  Sullivan  has  shown  the  way.  Yet,  the  deaf-blind  - 
partly  because  they  are  a small  group  - are  still  terribly  neglected 
in  both  the  United  States  and  overseas . 

If  the  legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan  is  to  be  fully  realized,  it  is 
vitally  necessary  to  educate  the  American  public  concerning  the  prob- 
lems of  the  deaf-blind.  They  must  learn  that  deaf-blind  children 
can  be  educated.  They  must  learn  that  deaf-blind  adults  are  capable 
of  leading  normal  productive  lives . To  bring  hope  to  the  thousands 
still  shut  out  of  the  mainstream  of  life  by  deafness  and  blindness 
would  be  the  realization  of  the  legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan. 


Robert  M.  Campbell 


IHB'S  REASON  FOR  INTEREST,  AFFECTION  AND  GOOD  WILL 
TOWARD  THE  NAME  ANNE  SULLIVAN 


Since  its  earliest  days  of  work  with  and  for  blind  persons,  the 
IHB  has  had  a profound  interest  in  deaf-blindness.  After  working  with 
deaf-blind  persons  at  Perkins  as  a graduate  student.  Dr.  Peter  J.  Salmon, 
now  Executive  Director  of  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  has  spent 
the  past  forty-eight  years  in  a gradual  effort  to  introduce  services  for 
deaf-blind  persons  into  the  IHB  program  and,  in  cooperation  with  the 
World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  throughout  the  world. 

Much  of  the  basic  work  that  made  it  possible  for  IHB  to  render  out- 
standing service  was  begun  by  Anne  Sullivan  in  her  early  work  with  Helen 
Keller.  "Teacher,"  as  she  has  become  known  throughout  the  world,  brought 
to  Helen  Keller  the  vitality  and  meaning  of  the  world  about  her,  and 
served  as  an  example  for  dedicated  workers  and  volunteers  at  IHB. 

After  years  of  experimentation,  the  IHB  established  its  formal  pro- 
gram of  services  to  deaf-blind  men  and  women  on  June  27,  1945,  Helen 
Keller's  sixty-fifth  birthday,  with  Helen  Keller  herself  officiating  at 
the  inauguration  of  the  program.  The  principles  which  Anne  Sullivan  had 
established  were  introduced  into  the  IHB  program  and,  finally  in  1962, 
a grant-in-aid  was  received  from  the  United  States  Vocational  Rehabili- 
tation Administration  to  conduct  special  studies  concerned  with  deaf- 
blindness. The  IHB  named  its  new  service,  which  was  planned  as  a 
regional  program  of  service  to  the  deaf-blind,  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy 
Service  for  Deaf-Blind  Persons.  This  program,  now  the  largest  of  its 
kind  in  the  United  States,  serves  deaf-blind  adults  through  a variety 
of  services  carried  forward  by  specialized  personnel. 

We  believe  that  none  of  this  would  have  been  possible  without  the 
pioneering  work  of  Anne  Sullivan.  We  also  believe  that  she  should  be 
honored  on  the  centennial  anniversary  of  her  birth,  April  14,  1966. 

We  welcome  the  opportunity  to  join  with  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
of  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  in  presenting  Anne  Sullivan  to  the  world 
in  a broad  plan  of  public  education  in  order  to  promote  the  widest 
possible  recognition  of  the  great  contribution  made  by  Anne  Sullivan, 
and  to  put  in  proper  perspective  the  image  of  deaf-blind  persons  and 
their  ability  to  be  brought  into  the  whole  stream  of  community  life. 


George  E.  Keane,  Assistant  Director 
The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 


so  MUCH  FOR  SO  LITTLE  . . 


. . . THAT  MEANS  SO  MUCH 


Even  in  this  age  which  knows  Helen  Keller,  there  are  many  who  are  skeptical 
about  the  value  of  educating  deaf-blind  children.  "What  can  you  possibly 
do,"  people  ask,  "for  children  who  cannot  see  and  cannot  hear?" 

The  answer,  of  course,  is  different  for  every  child;  no  two  are  even  remotely 
alike.  As  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Lantern . some  whom  we 
accept  in  our  Deaf-Blind  Department  have  considerable  hearing  and  vision,  but 
even  those  who  are  alike  in  their  profound  deafness  and  complete  blindness 
differ  widely  in  ability,  personality  and  outlook. 

There  are  some  things,  indeed,  and  important  things  they  are,  that  we  can 
give  all  our  deaf-blind  children.  These  include  a sense  of  belonging,  a hope, 
a pride  of  accomplishment,  however  humble;  some  means  of  communication,  how- 
ever rudimentary.  Everyone  can  be  helped  to  a higher  level  of  self-care. 

Above  this,  most  of  the  children  can  acquire  an  education  of  varying  amounts, 
with  levels  of  communication  to  match.  Many  will  go  as  far  as  the  fifth  or 
sixth  grade--a  level  which  is  considered  a reasonable  goal  for  many  deaf 
pupils,  who  do  not  have  any  additional  handicaps  to  overcome.  Others  proceed 
to  junior  and  senior  high  school.  Virtually  all  are  educationally  retarded; 
that  is,  they  work  at  levels  they  would  have  reached  at  a younger  age  had  it 
not  been  for  the  loss  of  their  senses . 

Among  students  in  our  Deaf-Blind  Department,  only  Helen  Keller  (Radcliffe 
College,  B.A.)  and  Bob  Smithdas  (Saint  John's  University,  B,A.  cum  laude; 

New  York  University,  M.A.)  graduated  from  college. 

The  number  of  deaf-blind  boys  and  girls  who  do  not  proceed  to  college  but  do 
acquire  independence  are  greater,  but  still  a small  minority.  A much  larger 
number  are  partially  self-supporting,  and  there  are  some  who  are  wholly 
dependent  on  relatives  or  public  agencies  for  their  maintenance. 

Financial  independence  is  not  the  only  measure  of  happiness  and  success. 
Everyone  of  our  former  pupils  is  more  closely  in  touch  with  his  family, 
friends  and  community  as  a result  of  being  with  us . In  many  cases  they  have 
been  brought  out  of  a murky  and  silent  loneliness  to  enjoy  rich  contacts  with 
the  world . 
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Every  step  that  each  deaf-blind  child  has  taken  has  been  at  a great  cost. 

With  almost  unbelievable  persistence,  teacher  and  pupil  have  worked  toward  a 
more  meaningful  relationship,  have  struggled  with  each  word's  formation,  each 
word's  sound,  and  each  word's  meaning.  The  meaning  of  words,  the  creation  of 
thoughts,  the  expression  of  emotions,  all  of  them  are  hard  won  in  countless 
hours  of  striving,  frustration,  concentration,  repetition,  disappointment  and 
triumph  in  which  both  teacher  and  student  participate. 

Not  all  our  children  have  the  ability,  the  stamina  or  the  character  to  reach 
full  independence,  but  as  with  all  of  us,  it  is  not  how  far  we  go  that  is  the 
true  measure  of  success  and  satisfaction,  but  how  near  we  approach  to  our 
maximum  potential;  how  well  we  struggle  to  attain  it.  Only  when  it  is  unmis- 
takably clear  that  the  latest  step  forward  that  a child  has  taken  is  truly 
the  highest  step  he  is  capable  of  taking  should  his  education  be  ended. 

In  each  journey  toward  the  summit  with  our  deaf-blind  children,  every  step 
demands  so  much  in  human  effort  and  financial  cost  that  it  is  right  that  it 
should  be  constantly  evaluated.  But  each  step  successfully  taken  brings  a 
new  measure  of  freedom--of  manhood  and  womanhood.  Helen  Keller,  when  writing 
of  her  early  progress,  called  herself  "Phantom,"  an  unreal  being,  until  Anne 
Sullivan  "gave  me  my  soul."  Then  she  became  a real  person,  identifiable 
indeed  as  HELEN.  No  step  which  leads  this  way,  however  short  it  be,  is  a 
small  one,  and  no  price  too  high  to  pay  for  its  accomplishment. 


Edward  J.  Waterhouse,  Director 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 

Reprinted  from  the  Perkins  Lantern 
March  1964 


The  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration 


to  be  jointly  sponsored  by 


The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 
57  Willoughby  Street 
Brooklyn,  New  York  11201 

and 

Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertow,  Massachusetts  02172 
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MEMORANDUM 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 

FROM:  t^(^-  DATE 


: 


SUBJECT: 
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CARDINAL  SPELLMAN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

1991  NEEDHAM  AVENUE,  BRONX,  N.Y.  10466  • TU  1-8000 


RIGHT  REV.  MSGR.  JOHN  P.  BREHENY,  Principal 

BROTHER  CASSIAN  GREGORY,  F.S.C.,  Principal,  Boys  Department 

SISTER  LORETTA  TERESA,  S.C.,  Principal,  Girls  Department 


\Jl  AnuMicyv  H/meM 

i/h-  /m^  Ju^ 

QM'  t5>v  ^ 

^ jMuL  (pt^ 

^^Vvg/  dM^  /fhQy'^i^  &iWl^  yOK 

J^u<^  (ku^  At^  dr  CA4^  /H^  ^ AxMMX' 

/huA<}  (JlMfriA^  ImJL  ^ MnM/ 


CARDINAL  SPELLMAN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

1991  NEEDHAM  AVENUE,  BRONX,  N.Y.  10466  • TU  1-8000 


RIGHT  REV.  MSGR.  JOHN  P.  BREHENY,  Principal 

BROTHER  CASSIAN  GREGORY,  F.S.C.,  Principal,  Boys  Department 

SISTER  LORETTA  TERESA,  S.C.,  Principal,  Girls  Department 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY.  INC.  Publishers 


277  PARK  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK, N.Y.  10017  TEL;212  TA  6-2000 


August  25,  1965 


Dear  Brother  Matthew: 


Thank  you  so  much  for  your  August  21st 
letter  re  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY.  We 
will  study  the  idea  of  a centennial  edition 
very  carefully,  and  I will  get  back  to 
you  as  soon  as  possible. 


Cardinal  Spellman  High  School 
1991  Needham  Avenue 
Bronx,  New  York  10466 

KMcC  / pw 


CARDINAL  SPELLMAN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

1991  NEEDHAM  AVENUE,  BRONX,  N.Y.  10466  • TU  1-8000 


RIGHT  REV.  MSGR.  JOHN  P.  BREHENY.  Principal 

BROTHER  CASSIAN  GREGORY,  F.S.C.,  Principal,  Boys  Department 

SISTER  LORETTA  TERESA,  S.C.,  Principal,  Girls  Department 
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CARDINAL  SPELLMAN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

1991  NEEDHAM  AVENUE,  BRONX,  N.Y.  10466  • TU  1-8000 


RIGHT  REV.  MSGR.  JOHN  P.  BREHENY,  Principal 

BROTHER  CASSIAN  GREGORY,  F.S.C.,  Principal,  Boys  Department 

SISTER  LORETTA  TERESA,  S.C.,  Principal,  Girls  Department 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY.  INC.  Publishers 


277  PARK  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK, N.Y.  10017  TEL:212  TA  6-2000 


Dear  Nella: 


Here's  a quick  acknowledgement  of  your 
August  30th  letter  with  its  interesting  en 
closure.  This  ties  in  with  the  proposals 
we're  studying  , and  comes  at  a good 
moment.  I'll  get  back  to  you  later. 

I had  a perfectly  enchanting  summer  -- 
a month's  vacation  on  Cap  d 'Antibes  and 
then  back  to  New  York  in  August,  when 
my  children,  Dale  and  Kevin,  came  to 
visit  me.  They  are  now  17  and  18  . A 
friend  of  mine  who  went  to  Portugal  lent 
me  her  house  , and  I moved  in  with  them 
So  we  played  house  for  a month,  and  it 
was  fun. 

Very  best  to  you  and  Keith.  Ydu'll  hear 
from  me. 


September  2,  1965 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
Snowville,  N.  H. 


Ken  McCormick 


km  C/pw 

r ^ 


Dear  T^rother  ’Tatthew, 


The  project  described  In  the  Inclosed 
Is  likely  to  be  the  outstanding  feature 
of  the  Anne  Sullivan  •'^acy  Centennial 
Conuenoratlon.  There  Isn't  a better  rmn 
In  the  entire  field  of  work  for  the  blind 
and  the  deaf  blind  than  Dr.  Peter  Salmon. 
I an  very  glad  that  he  Is  head  of  It. 


In  haste,  but  with  all 

good  wishes. 


American  Found  at  ion  for  the  Blind,  Inc 


Vice.-I‘re»idrnt 
KICHAKD  H.  MK;EL 
Secretary 
J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 


Treasurer 

M.  UOHEKT  HARNETT 


Chairman,  Hoard  of  Trustees 
JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 


1‘rrsidrnt 

GEORGE  E.  MEYER 


HELEN  A.  KELLER.  L.H.D..U..O. 
CounM* lor,  Sational  and 
International  HcUitions 
EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 


Hxecative  Director 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10011 
Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 


Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


September  29,  19^5 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keith  Henny 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henny: 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  a reception  at  the  headauarters  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  at  4:00  P.M.  on  Thursday,  October  28,  at  which  time 
presentations  will  be  made  of  the  Migel  Medal  for  Outstanding  Service  to  the 
Blind  for  the  year  1965.  You  will  recall  that  this  annual  event  has  tradi- 
tionally provided  an  occasion  for  us  — meaning  the  Trustees  of  the  Foundation 
and  Miss  Helen  Keller  --  to  recognize  selected  persons  for  their  life  and  work. 

The  two  recipients  of  the  Migel  Medal  this  year  are  Miss  Katharine  Cornell  and 
Miss  Mary  E.  Switzer.  Miss  Cornell,  as  you  know,  is  one  of  the  country's  best- 
loved theatrical  personalities,  but  also  has  quietly  labored  as  an  associate 
of  Miss  Keller  for  the  advancement  of  humanitarian  programs  for  a number  of 
years.  Miss  Switzer,  as  you  also  know,  is  Commissioner  of  the  U.  S.  Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation  Administration;  a person  whose  dedication  to  advancement 
of  professional  services  for  handicapped  persons  transcends  the  normal  require- 
ments for  public  service. 

Mr.  Richard  Migel,  son  of  the  late  Major  M.  C,  Migel,  our  founder  for  whem  the 
medal  is  named,  will  msike  the  presentations  with  the  assistance  of  others  among 
us . 

We  hope  you  will  be  able  to  join  us  in  honoring  these  two  worthy  recipients  on 
this  occasion. 


Sincerely, 


J.  Noyes,  Jr./t 


R.S.V.P 


Ttrn  c !tr--  othe-  ttidr 


Dear  Nella 


You  were  missed,  but  mentioned,  at  the  Migel  Medal 


ceremonies,  as  was  your  donation  to  the  Polly  Thomson  room.  It  was 
a modest  and  moving  occasion,  and  it*s  a good  thing  I and  Anne  Ban- 
croft were  there,  because  the  other  recipient  was  not,  Katherine  Cornell 
was  not,  and  there  would  have  been  something  of  a hole  without  us. 

Annie  and  I came  from  rehearsals  at  Lincoln  Center,  where  I have  a 
play  in  work,  we 're  previewing  now,  open  November  lUth,  and  my  head 
is  full  of  production  matters  and  problems,  so  this  is  in  hast*,  but 
it  was  good  to  find  your  note  here  on  my  day  off.  All  ray  best  to  you 
and  Keith,  and  isn't  the  country  beautiful?  - but  then,  how  would 
you  know,  you  haven't  been  in  city  pento 


Love, 
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Tlie  Industrial  Home  for  tlie  Blind 

57  Willoughby  Street,  Brooklyn,  New  York  1 1201 

MAin  4-5152 


OFFICERS 

Louis  C.  Wills 
Honorary  Pres'idenf 

Henry  S.  Conover 
President 

Dr.  Alfred  Grant  Walton 
Honorary  Vice  President 

John  H.  Finn 
Vice  President 

John  E.  McKeen 
Vice  President 

Milton  T.  Vender  Veer 
Vice  President 

Andrew  S.  Roscoe 
Treasurer 

Williom  H.  Sasso 
Secretory 

TRUSTEES 

David  J.  Askin,  Jr. 

Henry  J.  Benisch 
Leon  W.  Bentley 
Duncan  Cronford 
Norman  Gessley 
Adolph  Goldberg 
Robert  L.  Gordon 
Oliver  B.  Jennings 
Matthew  C.  Jones 
Joseph  A.  Kaiser 
Dr.  John  B.  King 
Morris  Kirsch 
Wilbur  A.  Levin 
Hon.  Joseph  D.  McGoldrick 
John  H.  Nicholson 
Welter  Oberstebrink 
John  A.  Paterson 
Dr.  Alvon  D.  Rubin,  Rabbi 
Harry  R.  Socolof 
John  H.  Thotcher 
Msgr.  William  J.  Walsh 


December  13,  1965 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snowvllle 

New  Hampshire  03877 
Dear  Nella: 

I hasten  to  answer  your  letter  of  December  7.  I 
thank  you  very  much  for  bringing  to  our  attention 
the  name  of  Mr.  Robert  L.  Duffus.  We  will  com- 
municate with  him  very  shortly. 

Nella,  have  no  fear  whatsoever  that  Helen  will  be 
broi;ight  into  the  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemo- 
ration. I saw  her  a few  weeks  ago  and  had  a nice 
visit.  I am  entirely  conscious  of  her  situation 
and  continue  to  do  everything  I can  to  protect  her 
against  any  outside  demands.  This  is  also  true  of 
the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind.  So  please 
don't  have  any  concern  in  this  regard. 

Always  good  to  hear  from  you. 


Cordially, 


Peter  J.  Salmon 
Executive  Director 

P JS  :md 


COUNSEL 

Louis  C.  Wills 
John  H.  Finn 


Peter  J.  Salmon 
Executive  Director 

John  F.  Brady 
Associate  Director 


SINCE  1893  THE  INSTITUTE  FOR  HeIPING  THE  BlIND  HELP  THEMSELVES 


American  Found  at  ion  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 


IIKLKN  A.  KKLLKH.  l.h.d.,  u..d. 
Couniu-lor,  \'ntionaJ  and 
Intt  rnational  lirlationM 

KUSTACE  SELIOMAN 
Chairman,  Hoard  of  Trustrea 
JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 

Hrcaident 

GEORGE  y.  MEYER 
Viee-Hreaident 
RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
Secretary 
J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 
Treasurer 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


New  Outlook  for  the  Bund  is  west  wth  street.  New  York,  n.  y.  won 

Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 


Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


Decemi)er  13,  1965 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville 

New  Hampshire  03877 
Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  December  3 , and  for  your  favor  of 
agreeing  to  prepare  a story  on  Anne  Sullivan  Macy. 

You  are  very  kind  to  suggest  Miss  Bancroft  and  Mr.  Gibson  as 
contributors  to  the  story.  Mr.  Gibson  will  probably  be  quoted  at  some  point 
in  the  composite  story  that  we  are  planning,  aside  from  your  special  one. 

He  has  indicated  to  Dr.  Waterhouse,  I understand,  that  there  is  nothing  tliat 
he  could  add  to  what  he  has  already  said,  and  that  quotes  may  be  taken 
from  what  he  has  already  written,  for  purposes  of  the  commemoration . 

Miss  Bancroft  may  be  asked  for  a short  statement  by  someone  on  the  rather 
informal  committee  that  has  advised  us  on  the  New  Outlock,  but  in  any  case, 
such  a statement  from  her  would  not  affect  the  content  or  the  length  of  your 
contribution. 

Please  be  guided  by  your  own  desires  as  to  the  precise  content  and 
length  of  your  story.  My  previous  letter  outlined  in  a general  way  what  1 
believe  would  make  a valuable  contribution.  For  the  rest  of  the  commemor- 
ative issue  of  the  New  Outlook,  we  are  planning  a presentation  of  the  history 
of  services  to  deaf-blind  people — children  and  adidts — relating  it  to  the  fact 
that  Anne  Sullivan  opened  the  doors  to  such  services  as  teacher  of  Helen  Keller. 
Pictures  will  be  included  in  the  presentation,  pictures  of  Miss  Sullivan  and 
of  Helen,  and  of  deaf-blind  persons  in  various  situations.  Your  story  will  be 
that  part  of  the  book  that  tells  of  Anne  the  person,  the  inspired  teacher,  the 
pioneer. 


As  my  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  subject  I have  become  aware 
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of  an  "under-appreciation"  of  the  true  greatness  of  Miss  Sullivan.  The 
centemii  al  year,  and  our  part  in  it,  should  serve  to  restore  to  her  a de- 
gree of  the  homage  due  her. 

Incidentally,  your  description  of  the  privileges  of  isolation  in 
the  country  arouses  an  old  longing  in  me  for  just  such  a life. 


Cordially  yours. 


Howard  M.  Liechty 
Managing  Editor 
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277  PARK  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK.N.Y.10017  TEL:212  TA  6-2000 


December  28,  1965 


Dear  Nella: 


This  isn’t  much  of  a Christmas  present, 
but  I must  report  back  to  you  after  your 
query  about  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY.  The 
subsidiary  rights  people  have  been  trying 
it  out  for  further  reprint  sales,  and  at  the 
moment,  there  doesn't  seem  to  be  much 
interest. 

I've  checked  out  the  possibility  of  a reissue 
in  hardcover,  ^his  doesn't  seem  to  be 
practical  now. 

This  book  is  very  much  on  my  mind,  and 
if  there's  some  way  that  we  can  bring  it 
back  to  a deserved  reissue,  we  will.  Mean- 
while, I hope  Christmas  was  good,  and 
that  the  New  Year  is  a splendid  one. 

Very  best, 

Ken  McCormick 

Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snowville,  N.  H. 
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ANNE  SULLIVAN 
CENTENNIAL  COMMEMORATION 

^ IS  AN  important  year  in  the  history  of  deaf- 

1^00  persons.  It  is  the  one  hundredth  an- 

niversary of  the  birth  of  Anne  Sullivan.  She  was  bora 
April  14,  1866.  Her  brilliant  success  as  Helen  Keller’s 
“TEACHER”  sets  the  standard  for  all  who  work  with 
the  deaf-blind. 

Two  agencies  with  long  histories  of  service  to  the 
deaf-blind  joined  together  to  organize  this  event.  Perkins 
School  for  the  Blind  has  taught  deaf-blind  children 
since  Laura  Bridgman  was  admitted  in  1837.  Anne 
Sullivan  was  graduated  from  Perkins  in  1886.  The  In- 
dustrial Home  for  the  Blind  has  offered  many  services 
to  deaf-blind  adults  for  over  fifty  years. 

Special  events  were  held  during  the  week  of  April 
12-18  in  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  New  York  City 
and  Washington,  D.  C.  Other  schools  and  agencies 
throughout  the  country  participated. 

The  culminating  events  of  the  week  were  a Memorial 
Service  at  the  Washington  National  Cathedral  on  Sunday 
morning,  April  17th  and  the  presentation  of  Anne 
Sullivan  Gold  Medals  to  eight  outstanding  deaf-blind 
men  and  women. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  sponsoring  agencies  that  by 
honoring  Anne  Sullivan  they  will  help  to  dissipate  some 
of  the  widespread  ignorance  which  exists  concerning 
the  deaf-blind. 


ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY;  WORLD  FIGURE 

By  Nella  Braddy 

IT  WAS  not  under  her  own  name  so  much  as  under  that  of  her  celebrated 
pupil  that  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  became  a world  figure.  She  was  known, 
as  she  wished  to  be  known,  and  she  will  be  remembered,  as  she  wished  to 
be  remembered,  as  Helen  Keller’s  teacher.  She  had  no  other  pupil,  but  her 
achievement  with  this  single  one  has  placed  her,  by  general  acclamation,  in 
the  pantheon  of  great  teachers  of  all  time.  She  was  not  without  forerunners, 
but  her  work  was  original  in  the  way  implied  by  George  Santayana  when 
he  says,  “Originality  and  genius  must  be  largely  fed  and  raised  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  some  old  tradition.”  She  had  the  tradition  (though  it  was  not  old) 
in  the  accomplishment  of  Dr.  Samuel  Gridley  Howe  with  Laura  Bridgman 
and  other  deaf-blind  pupils,  but,  to  use  the  words  of  the  Educational  Insti- 
tute of  Scotland  which  made  her  an  Honorary  Fellow  in  1932,  she  proved 
herself  “to  be  a teacher  of  genius  who  made  discriminate  use  of  all  known 
methods  of  reaching  the  child  mind  and  herself  devised  many  others  which 
anticipated  some  of  the  best  features  in  present-day  teaching  practice.” 
(Mrs.  Macy  would  not  approve  the  word  “genius”  in  this  paragraph;  for 
her  sake  I point  out  that  it  is  in  quotation  marks. ) 

The  words  “liberator,”  “emancipator,”  and  “deliverer,”  applied  to  her 
as  they  have  been  by  Dr.  Maria  Montessori  (who  also  called  her  a pioneer), 
by  Dr.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick,  her  British  publishers,  editorial  writers 
from  San  Francisco  to  Zagreb,  and  others,  are  synonymous  with  the  word 
“teacher.”  Her  task  when  she  went  to  Helen  Keller  nearly  fifty  years  ago 
was  to  liberate  a soul;  it  was  the  kindest  of  all  good  fortunes  that  gave  her 
a soul  worth  liberating.  “I  have  never  thought  that  I deserve  more  praise 
than  other  teachers  who  give  the  best  they  have  to  their  pupils,”  she  said. 
“If  their  earnest  efiorts  have  not  released  an  Ariel  from  the  imprisoning  oak, 
it  is  no  doubt  because  there  has  not  been  an  Ariel  to  release.” 


Modest  to  an  almost  abnormal  degree,  she  never  made  any  claims  for 
herself,  but  educators  like  the  late  Dr.  Alexander  Graham  Bell  2md  the  late 
Dr.  Daniel  Coit  Gilman,  of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  were  quick  to  recog- 
nize the  “wisdom  that  guided  her  methods”  and  the  universality  of  their 
application.  It  was  Dr.  Bell’s  hope  that  after  Helen  Keller’s  education  was 
finished  her  teacher  could  be  persuaded  to  use  her  “brilliant  abilities”  for 
the  benefit  of  other  teachers  of  the  deaf,  but  Helen’s  capacity  for  usefulness 
grew  as  she  grew,  and,  by  the  time  she  was  graduated  from  college,  her 
teacher  had  irrevocably  decided  that  the  best  way  she  could  serve  the  world 
was  to  continue  to  serve  Helen. 

This  was  the  decision  of  a supremely  unselfish  woman,  but  it  was  more 
than  that.  It  was  the  decision  of  an  artist  with  an  instinct  for  perfecting 
what  he  has  created.  She  was  never  so  cruelly  wounded  as  when  it  was  said 
that  Helen  could  not  do  without  her.  She  gave  all  she  had  to  make  Helen 
Keller  a free  and  independent  woman;  her  life  (and  Helen’s,  too,  as  she  saw 
it)  was  a failure  if  Helen  was  not  such  a woman. 

SHE  recognized  that  Miss  Keller’s  afliictions  set  limits.  Always  Miss 
Keller  must  have  a guiding  hand  in  hers,  belonging  to  one  who  can  see 
and  hear,  a hand  that  moves  swiftly  in  finger  spelling,  attached  to  a brain 
that  can  intelligently  transmit  to  her  the  details  of  daily  living  in  a house 
where  daily  living  vibrates  between  the  peace  of  domesticity  and  the  urgency 
of  public  supplications.  Such  a hand,  in  addition  to  her  teacher’s.  Miss  Keller 
has  had  for  twenty-two  years.  The  hand  belongs  to  Miss  Polly  Thomson, 
and  it  is  no  slight  thing  that  in  their  grief  she  and  Helen  have  the  deep 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that,  as  Mrs.  Macy  lay  iU  and  blind  and  helpless, 
they  were  able  to  prove  to  her  that  she  had  not  failed,  that  what  she  had 
wrought  would  live  after  her,  that  Helen  Keller,  alone,  will  continue  to 
fulfill  her  high  destiny. 

It  was  always  difficult  to  drag  Mrs.  Macy  into  the  light  of  public  approba- 
tion; except  among  a few  her  value  was  not  recognized  until  recent  years. 
Twenty-eight  years  after  Miss  Keller  was  formally  admitted  to  the  ranks  of 
educated  women  by  graduating  from  Radcliffe  College,  Temple  University 
in  Philadelphia  crowned  her  teacher  with  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Humane  Letters.  It  was  the  only  college  degree  she  ever  received  (though 
others  were  offered),  but  in  every  distinction  given  to  Helen  she  had  her 
reward.  That  same  year,  when  the  University  of  Glasgow  made  Miss  Keller 
a Doctor  of  Laws,  the  late  Sir  Robert  Rait  spoke  of  it  as  “in  essence,  if 
not  in  form,  a double  honor,”  explaining  that,  in  honoring  Miss  Keller’s 
triumph,  “we  honor  also  the  friend  and  teacher  whose  devotion  and  whose 
genius  rendered  that  triumph  possible.”  In  1931  the  King  of  Yugoslavia 
made  Mrs.  Macy  a member  of  the  Order  of  St.  Sava,  the  saint  who  presides 


over  education  in  that  country.  Her  last  public  award  she  shared  on  equal 
terms  with  her  pupil.  Two  weeks  before  her  death  the  Roosevelt  Memorial 
Association  announced  that  their  annual  medals  were  to  be  given  this  year 
to  Mrs.  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  and  Miss  Helen  Keller  “for  a co-operative 
achievement  of  heroic  character  and  far-reaching  significance.”  Many 
laurels  have  been  laid  at  the  feet  of  that  achievement,  but  a catalog  of  the 
honors  that  Mrs.  Macy  won  is  not  so  important  as  the  qualities  that  made 
her  eligible  for  them. 

These  qualities  never  deserted  her.  The  word  that  pulsates  through  the 
story  of  her  upward  climb  is  “indomitable.”  From  the  context  it  is  obvious 
that  those  who  used  it  meant  “unconquerable,”  but  they  spoke  more  truly 
than  perhaps  they  knew,  for  the  word  is  derived  from  two  Latin  roots  mean- 
ing, respectively,  not  and  to  tame.  Not  to  be  tamed.  Not  ever  to  be  tamed. 
One  of  her  last  plans,  terrifying  to  all  who  loved  her,  was  to  tour  the  United 
States  in  an  automobile  with  a friend  commissioned  to  sound  out  public 
opinion  in  advance  of  the  Presidential  election.  Only  tlie  fact  that  she  had 
to  spend  most  of  the  summer  in  a hospital  kept  her  from  doing  it. 

SHE  HAD  a turbulent  soul,  driven  by  a mind  that  never  gave  her  rest,  but 
she  harbored  a core  of  godlike  patience.  Not  the  dull  patience  of  the 
copybook  maxims  (in  neither  fault  nor  virtue  was  she  ever  dull);  but  with 
imagination  lighting  the  way  to  a distant  goal  she  could  be  patient  beyond 
mortal  belief — and  furiously  impatient  with  whoever  or  whatever  got  in  the 
way. 

Her  imagination  was  a poet’s,  had  much  in  common  with  that  of  the 
self-immured  poet,  Emily  Dickinson: 

“To  make  a prairie  it  takes  a clover  and  one  bee, — 

And  revery. 

The  revery  alone  will  do 
If  bees  are  few.” 

But  it  was  nourished  by  a rich  background  of  living  and  never  lost  con- 
tact with  reality,  though  at  least  two  fairy  stories  can  be  plucked  from  the 
fabric  which  interweaves  her  life  with  Helen  Keller’s. 

The  first  is  that  of  a half-blind  Irish  waif  who  freed  herself  from  con- 
finement in  a state  institution,  secured  an  education,  regained  her  sight,  and 
lived  to  stand  before  kings,  to  win  homage  from  all  the  world,  and  at  the 
last  to  be  received  into  the  great  National  Cathedral  in  Washington,  D.  C., 
the  first  woman  to  be  admitted  on  her  own  merits,  with  the  Bishop  compar- 
ing her  to  Florence  Nightingale  and  declaring  that  her  service  to  Helen  was 
“utterly  reminiscent  of  Him  who  restored  men  and  women  to  the  normal 


ways  and  habits  of  life,  and  in  many  respects  the  nearest  approximation  of 
Divine  service  of  which  this  generation  has  knowledge.” 

If  Mrs.  Macy’s  were  the  familiar  American  success  story  of  overcoming 
material  handicaps  to  reap  rich  material  rewards,  this  would  be  the  place 
to  emphasize  her  early  years  when  the  fight  was  against  squalor  and  neglect, 
but,  splendid  as  that  victory  was,  it  was  dwarfed  by  the  triumphs  that  fol- 
lowed. Overcoming  obstacles  was  not  enough;  it  was  the  building  up  after- 
ward that  counted.  This  was  true  in  her  own  life  and  in  her  work  with 
Helen  Keller.  She  had  only  begun  with  Helen  when  she  had  scaled  the  ram- 
parts of  deafness  and  blindness.  More  vital  was  the  question  of  what  Helen 
should  do  with  her  freedom;  it  has  been  the  way  she  has  used  it,  even  more 
than  the  way  she  gained  it,  that  has  made  the  world  cherish  her. 

The  way  she  gained  it  is  the  second  fairy  story,  a tale  of  magic.  To  have 
it  called  a miracle  became  a commonplace,  and,  before  Helen  was  out  of 
her  ’teens,  she  left  off  being  a child  to  become  not  a woman  but  a legend, 
and  the  legend  was  winging  its  fiight  to  Greece  and  Roumania  and  France, 
to  England  and  Russia  and  Armenia,  to  Japan  and  India  and  Siam,  until 
presently  there  was  no  country  where  it  had  not  been  told.  It  grew  on  a 
foundation  of  drudgery  (lighted  by  a vision,  which  makes  a difference),  but 
it  was  never  earth-bound.  It  belonged  to  a phantom  world,  a place  of  shad- 
ows and  silence  and  darkness,  but  it  carried  a message  of  light,  and  the  two 
women  who  bore  it  became  symbols  of  hope  everywhere  to  the  desolate  and 
lonely,  the  afflicted  and  broken-hearted.  “Those  two  lovely  women,”  Carl 
Sandburg  called  them,  “strange  because  they  have  become  so  intimate  with 
the  structure  of  shadows,  familiar  because  they  speak  a simple  language 
close  to  all  human  stragglers.  Tell  them  that  to  some  of  us  they  are  beauti- 
fully haunting  in  the  way  that  all  great  and  brave  adventurers  are.”  This  was 
a few  years  ago  after  Mrs.  Macy  had  joined  her  pupil  in  the  long  darkness. 

The  home  of  the  two  women,  in  Wrentham,  Massachusetts,  and  later 
in  Forest  Hills,  New  York,  became  an  extraordinary  combination  of  sanc- 
tuary, international  bureau  of  information,  and  house  of  frolic.  Mrs.  Macy 
found  the  world  vivid  and  exciting  and  knew  how  to  make  it  so  for  others, 
even  for  one  deaf  and  blind  who  could  know  its  actuality  only  through 
touch  and  smell.  She  knew  how  to  lure  those  who  came  (and  they  came 
from  everywhere)  into  giving  the  best  they  had  so  she  could  spell  it  into 
Helen’s  hand. 

ONE  WHO  has  never  spelled  a general  conversation  into  Helen's  hand  is 
not  apt  to  know  how  tedious  such  conversations  can  be — how  repeti- 
tious, how  trivial,  how  empty.  James  Boswell  knew,  and  when,  after  the 
publication  of  his  Lije  of  Samuel  Johnson,  he  found  that  people  were  afraid 


to  meet  him  lest  he  write  them  down  in  a book,  he  reminded  them  that  the 
reeording  of  Dr.  Johnson’s  conversation  was  a peculiar  undertaking  and  that 
“the  conversations  of  people  in  general  are  by  no  means  of  that  nature  as 
to  bear  being  registered,  and  that  the  task  of  doing  it  would  be  exceedingly 
irksome  to  me.” 

Mrs.  Macy  saved  herself  from  irksomeness  by  keeping  the  talk  lively  and 
stimulating.  She  did  it  sometimes  by  asking  questions  (never  personal  ques- 
tions; reticent  herself,  she  respected  the  reticences  of  others);  sometimes  by 
challenging  an  established  belief  (for  these  she  had  no  respect);  and  some- 
times, if  all  else  failed,  by  irritating  the  mind  of  her  guest  until  it  responded. 
She  had  an  Irish  flair  for  politics,  she  read  “everything”  or  had  it  read  to 
her.  No  subject  was  taboo,  and  few  vital  subjects  remained  untouched.  She 
was  the  contemporary  of  whatever  group  surrounded  her,  and  while  she 
had  a presence  which  forbade  impertinence,  she  had  a young  resilient  mind 
which  invited  forthrightness.  No  one  ever  felt  that  he  must  “pull  his 
punches”  because  she  was  an  older  woman,  and  many  a person  elsewhere 
drab  in  discourse,  surprised  himself  when  he  was  face  to  face  with  her  by 
suddenly  coming  to  life  and  plunging  vigorously  into  the  scrimmage.  The 
ball  went  high  in  the  air,  not  to  touch  ground  again  until  it  was  time  to  say 
goodnight.  And  goodnights  came  late  in  Forest  Hills. 

“They  told  me,  Heraclitus,  they  told  me  you  were  dead. 

They  brought  me  bitter  news  to  hear  and  bitter  tears  to  shed. 

I wept  as  I remembered  how  often  you  and  I 

Had  tired  the  sun  with  talking  and  sent  him  down  the  sky.” 

Mrs.  Macy  was  ruthless  when  she  had  to  be  and  she  made  enemies,  but 
she  had  an  attribute  which  tempered  everything  she  did.  The  world  recog- 
nized it  because  they  saw  it  shine  upon  Helen  Keller,  but  it  was  not  reserved 
for  Helen.  The  last  person  who  came  into  her  life  was  the  nurse  who  took 
care  of  her  during  those  final  weeks  of  anguish  and  failing  hope,  and  it  was 
to  this  attribute  that  the  nurse  gave  her  praise;  “It  was  not  Mrs.  Macy’s 
greatness  that  made  me  love  her;  it  was  her  sweetness.” 


The  Emergence  of  Anne  Sullivan 


By  Edward  J.  Waterhouse 


iNE  Sullivan  was  bom  on  the  14th  of  April  in  1866.  The  centennial 


of  her  birth  draws  attention  to  her  and  tends  to  bring  her  out  of  the 
shadows  of  obscurity  in  which  she  has  been  hitherto. 

Few  people  have  been  “taken  for  granted”  as  much  as  Anne  Sullivan. 
Throughout  her  entire  adult  life — and  she  lived  to  be  seventy — she  kept 
herself  as  invisible  as  she  could  while  the  world  was  dazzled  by  the  bril- 
liance of  Helen  Keller. 

This  was  entirely  to  Anne’s  liking.  Not  that  she  belittled  her  own  achieve- 
ments; she  was  far  too  honest  a woman  to  do  that.  However,  the  greater  the 
acclamation  granted  her  pupil,  the  greater  her  own  reward.  She  knew  far 
better  than  anyone  else  that  Helen  had  earned  a hundredfold  the  admiration 
the  world  felt.  She  also  knew  as  no  one  else  could  that  Helen  could  have 
done  nothing  if  she  had  not  destroyed  for  Helen  the  barriers  of  blindness 
and  deafness  which  surrounded  her  in  her  childhood.  Anne  was  content 
that  no  one  else  should  remember  this. 

Thirty  years  have  passed  since  Anne  Sullivan  died,  one  hundred  years 
since  she  was  born.  These  thirty  years  Helen  has  continued  on  her  triumphal 
way,  missing  Teacher  every  day,  but  disproving  the  false  notion  widely  held 
at  one  time  that  without  Anne  she  would  be  helpless.  Had  this  been  true — 
as  Aime  knew  only  too  well — Anne’s  life  would,  indeed,  have  been  a 
failure. 

; TIME  lends  perspective  to  the  view,  we  can  see  that  the  very  reasons 


why  the  world  so  rightly  honors  Helen  Keller  demand  our  homage  for 
Anne  today.  It  is  Helen  Keller’s  conquest  of  her  physical  handicaps  that 
inspires  people  all  over  the  world.  It  is  that  in  spite  of  her  handicap  she 
was  able  to  write  remarkable  books,  give  inspiring  lectures  and  carry  out 
many  other  fine  endeavors  that  strikes  everyone  today  as  being  so  re- 
markable. 

Anne  was  also  blind  much  of  her  life  and  she  had  other  handicaps.  As  an 
infant  and  child  she  faced  extremes  of  neglect  and  poverty.  During  this 
same  period  of  her  life  Helen  was,  fortunately,  surrounded  by  a warmth  of 
love  which  Anne  never  knew.  We  are  apt  to  think  of  poverty  and  neglect 
as  negative  conditions,  the  absence  of  life’s  necessities  and  of  human  affec- 
tion, but  poverty,  filth  and  neglect  as  extreme  as  those  which  Anne  experi- 
enced, both  in  her  home  in  Feeding  Hills,  Massachusetts,  and  then  in  the 
State  Hospital  in  Tewksbury,  Massachusetts — where  she  slept  with  the  aged 
and  insane — were  positive  evils  penetrating  body  and  soul. 


Added  to  this  was  the  death  of  her  mother  when  she  was  quite  young, 
and  desertion  by  her  father.  These  were  followed  by  the  death  of  a beloved 
younger  brother  who  suffered  all  his  short  life  from  a tubercular  hip. 

A child  who  could  not  even  spell  her  own  name  when  she  entered  the 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and  who  told  people 
she  was  bom  on  the  4th  of  July  because  no  one  had  told  her  that  her  birth- 
day was  April  14th,  had  social  and  educational  handicaps  sufficient  to 
daunt  all  but  the  bravest.  Many  men  and  women  have  faced  brief  perils 
heroically.  Courage  is  not  rare.  Anne’s  courage  was  of  the  sort  that  was 
challenged  daily  and  hourly  for  much  of  her  life. 

Dr.  Samuel  Gridley  Howe,  the  first  Director  of  Perkins,  frequentiy  used 
the  motto  OBSTACLES  ARE  THINGS  TO  BE  OVERCOME  to  inspire 
his  pupils.  Many  of  his  girls  and  boys  learned  to  overcome  whatever  ob- 
stacles lay  in  their  path.  Anne  not  only  did  this  for  herself,  but  she  had  to 
do  the  same  to  an  even  greater  degree  for  Helen.  For  the  sake  of  Helen,  no 
task  was  too  difficult,  no  obstacle  too  great. 

When  Helen  needed  a teacher,  Anne,  who  had  nothing  but  a high  school 
education,  became  by  her  own  unaided  efforts  one  of  the  foremost  teachers 
of  her  day,  using  methods  well  in  advance  of  her  time. 

When  Helen  needed  to  learn  classical  and  modern  languages,  Anne,  who 
knew  none  of  them,  coached  her  in  Latin,  French,  Greek,  and  German. 
When  braille  texts  were  not  available,  Anne  made  them,  though  she  might 
understand  little  of  their  contents.  Her  weak  and  painful  eyes  absorbed 
millions  of  words  of  text  which  her  tireless  fingers  read  into  Helen’s  hand. 

Through  the  long  tiring  years  of  Helen’s  education,  she  watched  each 
step  to  see  that  it  was  Helen’s  mind  that  was  working,  not  in  reflection  of 
her  teacher’s,  but  independently  and  creatively.  Few  teachers  have  been 
so  self-effacing. 

As  Helen  acquired  national  and  even  international  renown,  Anne  was 
always  there,  inconspicuous,  “taken  for  granted,”  refusing  honors  when 
offered  to  her,  rejecting  any  attempts  to  give  her  credit  for  her  pupil’s 
triumphs. 

' “ ODAY  Anne  emerges  from  the  brilliant  glow  of  her  association  with  one 
of  the  world’s  great  geniuses  as  a woman  worthy  of  honor  in  her  own 
name,  and  a unique  example  to  all  who  follow  in  her  footsteps  as  teachers 
of  handicapped  children  and  as  workers  with  handicapped  men  and  women 
everywhere. 


Anne  Sullivan  Gold  Medals  were  presented  to  outstanding 
deaf-blind  men  and  women  at  the  Anne  Sullivan  Memorial 
Service,  Sunday,  April  17,  in  the  Washington  National 
Cathedral.  Their  citations  are  printed  below. 

Raymond  Boduch  Lackawanna,  New  York 

You  have  proved  conclusively  that  a deaf-blind  person  can  be 
truly  independent,  thereby  serving  as  a constant  source  of  inspira- 
tion to  many  others.  No  less  inspiring  is  the  example  that  you  set 
for  all  of  us  by  your  zest  for  living,  your  warmth,  and  your  desire 
to  be  helpful. 

Miss  Jackie  Coker  Sacramento,  California 

Outstanding  among  deaf-blind  women,  your  ambition  and  deter- 
mination, have  earned  for  you  a Bachelor’s  Degree  at  the  College 
of  the  Pacific  and  full  professional  status  as  Teacher-Counselor 
of  the  blind  by  the  California  Department  of  Rehabilitation. 

You  have  won  the  admiration  and  respect  of  your  associates  and 
are  an  inspiration  to  competent  deaf-blind  people  everywhere. 
Your  happy  determination  to  live  life  to  the  fullest  has  won  you 
the  affection  of  your  friends. 

Leonard  Dowdy  Kansas  City,  Kansas 

Your  strength  of  character  which  has  resulted  in  your  becoming 
an  independent  and  self-supporting  wage  earner  and  family  man; 
your  dynamic  personality  and  exploring  mind,  have  made  you 
outstanding  among  handicapped  persons.  In  the  face  of  your 
courage,  which  of  us  dare  to  be  afraid. 

Mrs.  Helen  Shultz  Hayes  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

In  spite  of  the  loss  of  sight  and  hearing  in  childhood  you  have 
maintained  your  right  to  a normal  life.  With  courage  and  deter- 
mination you  have  been  a worthy  helpmate  to  your  husband  in 
all  his  endeavors,  you  have  established  yourself  among  the  in- 
tellectual leaders  in  your  community. 

Richard  Kinney  Winnctka,  Illinois 

You  have  conquered  much,  agaiitst  almost  insurmountable  odds, 
in  securing  a college  degree  and  then  going  on  to  a most  successful 
career  as  Associate  Director  of  The  Hadley  School  for  the  Blind, 


there  making  notable  contributions  in  administration  as  well  as 
service  to  the  blind  and  deaf-blind  of  the  entire  world.  Your  tact, 
good  humor,  and  forcefulness  are  part  of  a compelling  personality 
that  is  serving  you  well  in  your  work  for  those  to  whom  you  are 
dedicating  your  life. 


Miss  Geraldine  Lawhorn  Long  Island  City,  New  York 

You  have  amply  demonstrated  that  the  life  of  a deaf-blind  person 
need  not  be  mundane.  You  have  blazed  many  trails,  an  example 
being  your  public  performances  of  monologues  and  dancing  that 
have  brought  joy  to  people  whom  you  cannot  see  or  hear.  We 
wish  to  add  a special  tribute  to  your  mother  who  has  played  so 
great  a part  in  your  endeavors  and  attainments. 


Miss  Juanita  Anna  Morgan  Buena  Vista,  Colorado 

You  have  not  allowed  your  extreme  handicaps  to  limit  the  con- 
tribution you  make  to  your  family  and  friends.  We  commend  the 
grace  with  which  you  live  each  day,  bearing  burdens  lightly  as  of 
little  consequence.  Your  life  is  a profound  inspiration  to  all  who 
know  you,  and  a superb  demonstration  of  the  enduring  strength 
of  the  human  spirit. 


Robert  J.  Smithdas  Brooklyn,  New  York 

An  inspiration  to  deaf-blind  people  everywhere,  you  were  the  first 
deaf-blind  person,  after  Helen  Keller,  to  complete  college,  and 
the  first  deaf-blind  person  ever  to  earn  a Master’s  Degree.  This 
unique  example  has  blazed  a trail  for  young  deaf-blind  boys  and 
girls  to  follow.  You  have  made  it  possible  for  them  to  aspire  to 
higher  education. 

Your  intelligence,  your  strength  of  character,  your  growth  toward 
greatness,  your  warm  personality  and  sense  of  humor  and 
especially  your  sensitivity  to  the  deaf-blind  men  and  women  you 
serve  as  Associate  Director  of  the  Deaf-Blind  Department  of  The 
Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  continue  to  call  forth  the  admira- 
tion and  respect  of  all  who  know  you. 


Anne  Sullivan  Gold  Medals  were  also  presented  to  outstanding  teachers 
and  workers  with  the  deaf-blind  in  ceremonies  earlier  in  Watertown, 
Massachusetts  and  New  York. 


ANNE  SULLIVAN 
CENTENNIAL  COMMEMORATION 
1866-1966 


Anne  Sullivan  was  born  on  April  14,  1866.  As  Helen  Keller's 
teacher  she  demonstrated  how  much  can  be  done  when  the  heart 
is  willing  to  help  deaf-blind  persons  to  live  full  lives. 

She  has  left  us  a legacy  of  opportunity  to  do  likewise. 

For  information  about  services  to  deaf-blind  children  write  to  Dr. 
Edward  J.  Waterhouse,  Director,  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind, 
Watertown,  Massachusetts  02172;  for  information  about  services 
to  deaf-blind  adults  write  to  Dr.  Peter  Salmon,  Administrative  Vice 
President,  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  57  Willoughby 
Street,  Brooklyn,  New  York  11201. 
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Anne  Sullivan’s  acooniplishments  as  the  teacher  of  Helen  Keller  left  a legacy  that  today 
is  being  shared  hy  hundreds  of  those  who  are  hoth  deaf  and  blind.  Her  legacy  is  the  real- 
ization that  men  and  women  without  either  sight  or  hearing  can  acquire  a measure  of 
independence  and  become  contributing  members  of  society.  April  14,  1966,  is  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Anne  Sullivan,  and  this  issue  of  the  IHB  Reporter  is  in  honor 

an<l  memory  of  that  great  woman. 
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57  Willoughby  Street 
Brooklyn,  New  York  11201 
David  Newton,  Editor 


Editorial 

Since  its  earliest  days  The  Industrial  Home  tor 
the  Blind  has  had  a profound  interest  in  deat- 
blindness.  After  working  with  deaf-blind  persons 
at  Perkins  as  a graduate  student,  Dr.  Peter  J. 
Salmon,  now  Administrative  Vice  President  of 
The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  has  spent  the 
past  48  years  in  a gradual  effort  to  introduce 
services  for  deaf-blind  persons  into  the  IHB  pro- 
gram and,  in  cooperation  with  the  World  Coun- 
cil for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  throughout  the 
world. 

Much  of  the  basic  work  that  made  it  possible 
for  IHB  to  render  outstanding  service  was  begun 
by  Anne  Sullivan  in  her  early  work  with  Helen 
Keller.  "Teacher,"  as  she  has  become  known 
throughout  the  world,  brought  to  Helen  Keller 
the  vitality  and  meaning  of  the  world  about  her, 
and  served  as  an  example  for  dedicated  workers 
and  volunteers  at  IHB. 

After  years  of  experimentation,  the  IHB  estab- 
lished its  formal  program  of  services  to  deaf- 


blind  men  and  women  on  June  27,  1945,  Helen 
Keller's  sixty-fifth  birthday,  with  Helen  Keller 
herself  officiating  at  the  inauguration  of  the 
program.  The  principles  which  Anne  Sullivan 
had  established  were  introduced  into  the  IHB 
program  and,  finally  in  1962,  a grant-in-aid  was 
received  from  the  United  States  Vocational  Re- 
habilitation Administration  to  conduct  special 
studies  concerned  with  deaf-blindness.  The  IHB 
named  its  new  service,  a regional  program,  the 
Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Service  for  Deaf-Blind  Per- 
sons. This  program,  now  the  largest  of  its  kind  in 
the  United  States,  serves  deaf-blind  adults 
through  a variety  of  services  carried  forward  by 
specialized  personnel. 

We  believe  that  none  of  this  would  have  been 
possible  without  the  pioneering  work  of  Anne 
Sullivan.  We  also  believe  that  she  should  be 
honored  on  the  centennial  anniversary  of  her 
birth,  April  14,  1966.  We  welcome  the  opportu- 
nity to  join  with  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  of 
Watertown,  Massachusetts,  in  presenting  Anne 
Sullivan  to  the  world  in  a broad  plan  of  public 
education  in  order  to  promote  the  widest  pos- 
sible recognition  of  the  great  contribution  made 
by  Anne  Sullivan,  and  to  put  in  proper  perspec- 
tive the  image  of  deaf-blind  persons  and  their 
ability  to  be  brought  into  the  whole  stream  of 
community  life. 

JOHN  F.  BRADY 

Executive  Director 
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EVENTS  IN  THREE  CITIES  TO  HIGHLIGHT 
SULLIVAN  CENTENNIALCOMMEAAORATION 


Calendar  of  Principal  Events 

April  12 — Watertown,  Massachusetts:  Open 
House  at  Department  for  Deaf-Blind 
Children,  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 

April  13 — Watertown,  Massachusetts:  All-day 
seminar  on  “The  Education  of  Deaf- 
Blind  Children,”  at  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind. 

At  8 P.M.  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial 
Awards  will  be  given  to  outstanding 
teachers  of  deaf-blind  children. 

April  14 — New  York  City:  Two  IHB  sessions: 
“A  Report  to  the  Community”  in  the 
morning,  and  “A  Professional  Report” 
in  the  afternoon. 

At  7:30  P.M.  Anne  Sullivan  Cen- 
tennial Commemoration  Banquet, 
Windsor  Ballroom,  Hotel  Commodore. 
Awards  to  be  given  outstanding  deaf- 
blind  men  and  ivomen  and  to  out- 
standing workers  with  deaf-blind 
adults. 

April  15 — New  York  City:  All  day  seminar, 
“Promising  Areas  for  Future  Research 
on  Deaf-Blindness,”  with  20  resource 
persons  taking  part  in  con,junction 
with  selected  workers  in  the  field. 

April  17 — Washington,  D.C.:  Special  Memorial 
Service  for  Anne  Sullivan  at  National 
Cathedral.  Following  service,  to  be 
attended  by  deaf-blind  guests  from  all 
parts  of  the  nation,  flowers  will  be 
placed  at  the  Anne  Sullivan  Shrine 
in  the  cathedral. 

Note:  Other  events  planned  will  be  publicized  when 
their  time  and  place  are  certain.  Although  the 
major  events  of  the  commemoration  will  be  sched- 
uled during  the  week  of  April  14,  1966,  other  ob- 
servances will  be  scheduled  throughout  the  year. 


Editor’s  Note 

This  special  issue  of  The  IHB  Reporter  is 
being  sent  to  many  who  are  not  on  the 
regular  mailing  list.  We  invite  anyone  who 
wishes  to  receive  every  issue  to  let  us 
know.  The  IHB  Reporter  is  published  three 
times  a year,  and  there  is  no  charge  for  it. 


IHB  BANQUET  ON  APRIL  14, 
SUNDAY  MEMORIAL  SERVICE 
APRIL  17  IN  WASHINGTON 

All  of  1966  will  see  activities  commemorating 
the  centennial  of  Anne  Sullivan's  birth,  and  a 
number  of  major  events  are  taking  place  during 
the  week  including  the  birthday  anniversary, 
April  14,  but  the  most  solemn  observance  is  to 
be  a special  memorial  service  at  the  National 
Cathedral,  in  Washington,  the  following  Sunday, 
April  17. 

Anne  Sullivan's  ashes  are  enshrined  at  the 
cathedral,  and  the  service  will  be  concluded  by 
a pilgrimage  of  deaf-blind  men  and  women  to 
the  shrine  itself. 

Delegations  from  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
and  from  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  co- 
sponsors of  the  nationwide  commemoration,  will 
be  among  those  attending  the  service. 

It  was  at  Perkins  that  Anne  Sullivan  studied 
before  going  forth  to  undertake  the  historic  task 
of  "reaching"  and  educating  the  wilful,  unruly 
Keller  child.  At  Perkins  today  deaf-blind  children 
from  all  over  the  country  are,  in  being  taught, 
sharing  the  legacy  established  in  the  course  of 
that  task. 

Also  sharing  it  are  the  many  deaf-blind  adults 
who  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  IHB  Institute  of 
Rehabilitation,  whose  training  there  enables 
them  to  live  more  rewarding  lives. 

On  April  14,  the  birthday  itself,  IHB  is  holding 
a Commemoration  Banquet  at  which  outstanding 
deaf-blind  men  and  women,  as  well  as  those 
who  have  worked  notably  on  behalf  of  the  deaf- 
blind,  will  be  honored. 

Special  medals  and  testimonial  scrolls  to  be 
presented  there  are  similar  to  those  being 
awarded  the  preceding  day  at  Perkins  School  to 
eminent  teachers  of  deaf-blind  children. 

The  week  is  not  to  be  all  celebration,  since 
four  meetings  concerning  work  for  the  deaf-blind 
are  expected  to  further  what  is  being  done  in 
this  area  by  professionals  and  laymen  alike. 


3 


MOVIE  TAKEN  AT 


The  strapping  young  deaf-blind  man  featured  ^ 
in  these  pictures  is  one  of  the  stars  of  a forth- 
coming documentary  movie  on  the  teaching, 
training,  and  rehabilitation  of  deaf-blind  chil- 
dren and  adults.  The  pictures  were  taken  while 
q,  camera  crew  from  Campbell  Films,  tljft  pro- 


ducers,  were  working  at  the  IHB  Institute  pf  Re-  I 
habilitation.  Other  locations  include  the  PHrkirK.'':/c 


School  for  the  Blind  and  Burrwood,  an  IHB 
residence  and  day  center.  The  IHB  "star"Sk-Carl  ‘ ■ 


Browner,  of  Washington,  D.C.,  who  is  at  present 

II  .*  • I .1  I • I . I ' I • 


on  a full-time  job  there,  having  completed^  his 
training  at  the  IHB  Institute.  " 
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CENTENNIAL  CITATION  NEW  NEEDS  BEING  MET 

RECIPIENTS  NAMED  BY  SHIFTS  ANNOUNCED 


Sullivan  Centennial  Awards  for  notable  serv- 
ice or  accomplishment  will  go  to  23  men  and 
women  during  three  ceremonies  scheduled  for 
the  week  of  April  10.  At  Perkins  School  for  the 
Blind,  the  following  will  be  honored:  Mrs.  Enid 
Kelly,  Miss  Joan  Shields,  John  V.  Summers, 
Mrs.  Gertrude  M.  Stenquist,  Leo  Queenan,  and 
Mrs.  Rose  Vivian. 

At  the  IHB  Commemorative  Banquet,  awards 
will  go  to:  Herbert  R.  Brown,  Miss  Annette  B. 
Dinsmore,  Dr.  Leonard  M.  Elstad,  Dr.  Marshall 
S.  Hester,  John  F.  Mungovan,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oscar  Roye,  Arthur  Sculthorpe,  and  J.  M. 
Woolly. 

In  Washington,  a group  of  deaf-blind  men 
and  women  are  to  receive  citations.  They  are: 
Raymond  Boduch,  Miss  Jackie  Coker,  Leonard 
C.  Dowdy,  Mrs.  Helen  Schultz  Hayes,  Richard 
Kinney,  Miss  Geraldine  Lawhorn,  Miss  Juanita 
Anna  Morgan,  and  Robert  J.  Smithdas. 


Two  changes  affecting  IHB  facilities  are  an- 
nounced. The  business  office  at  Riverhead  is 
being  closed,  and  its  operations  will  be  housed 
in  two  IHB  buildings:  that  at  244  E.  Main  Street, 
Patchogue,  and  at  222  Front  Street,  Mineola. 
Present  activities  in  the  buildings  will  not  be 
substantially  affected. 

By  the  end  of  April  all  night-time  activities 
formerly  held  at  the  IHB  Club  will  take  place  at 
the  IHB  Headquarters  building,  57  Willoughby 
Street.  A sizable  portion  of  the  spacious  base- 
ment there  is  being  remodelled  for  the  purpose. 
Other  activities  at  the  IHB  Club  will  continue  at 
its  Greene  Avenue  center. 

A third  change  is  in  the  offing.  The  IHB  Nassau 
Day  Center  is  rapidly  outgrowing  its  present 
quarters  in  Baldwin,  the  enrollment  having  now 
risen  to  68  members.  When  it  was  established, 
this  day  center  had  only  eight  blind  men  and 
women  to  accommodate. 


The  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Service 
for  Deaf-Blind  Persons 
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The  combined  disabilities  of  blindness  and  deaf- 
ness constitute  one  of  the  most  difficult  of  all 
rehabihtation  challenges.  Currently,  many  of  the 
estimated  5,000  deaf-blind  men,  women,  and 
children  in  America  are  potential  candidates 
for  rehabilitation,  but  few  actually  receive  re- 
habilitation services.  In  June  1962,  The  Indus- 
trial Home  for  the  Blind,  in  cooperation  with 
the  U.S.  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Administra- 
tion, launched  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Service 
in  an  attempt  to  make  needed  assistance  more 
accessible  to  deaf-blind  persons. 

This  IHB  project  is  now  helping  15  Eastern 
States  and  the  District  of  Columbia  to  identify, 
evaluate,  counsel,  train,  and  place  deaf-blind 
persons — with  the  ultimate  goal,  wherever  pos- 
sible, of  resettlement  in  their  home  communities. 
Upon  invitation,  the  project  field  staff  enters 
various  communities  and  orients  local  agencies 
to  deaf-blindness  so  that  they  may  work  more 
effectively  with  the  IHB  in  solving  many  of  the 
problems  associated  with  this  disability. 

In  addition  to  field  services  and  an  extensive 
rehabilitation  program,  the  project  is  engaged 
in  a number  of  research  projects  designed  to 
develop  new  knowledge  about  this  complex 
handicap. 
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DEAF-BLIND  IHB  MAN  HONORED  AS 
HANDICAPPED  AMERICAN  OF  YEAR 


COLLECTED  SMITHDAS  POEMS 
DUE  FOR  PUBLICATION 
IN  LATE  SUMMER 

A volume  of  collected  poems  by  Robert  J. 
Smithdas,  entitled  "A  Way  of  Knowing,"  is  due 
for  publication  in  late  summer.  The  sale  price 
has  not  yet  been  finally  determined  by  the  pub- 
lisher, but  it  is  likely  to  be  $3.50. 

The  book  will  be  put  out  and  given  nation- 
wide distribution  by  Taplinger  Publishing  Com- 
pany, with  a first  edition  of  5,000  copies. 

An  Introduction  by  Mary  E.  Switzer,  U.S.  Com- 
missioner of  Vocational  Rehabilitation,  states; 
"What  a remarkable  thing  it  is  for  a person  who 
in  childhood  lost  the  two  important  senses  one 
would  consider  crucial  for  the  creation  of  poetry 
to  be  able  to  express  himself  in  this  form.  . . . 

"These  are,  on  the  whole,  simple  poems;  they 
do  not  need  deep  study  to  reveal  their  meaning. 
They  are  the  expression  of  a soul  full  of  ardor, 
full  of  courage,  humor,  and  rare  insight." 

The  next  issue  of  the  IHB  REPORTER  will  give 
the  date  of  publication  and  further  information 
of  interest  to  those  wishing  to  secure  copies  of 
the  book. 


Robert  J.  8milh(la.s 


ROBERT  SMITHDAS  GEHING 
PRESIDENT’S  TROPHY 
APRIL  28 

On  April  28  Robert  J.  Smithdas,  associate 
director  of  the  IHB  Department  for  the  Deaf- 
Blind,  will,  as  "Handicapped  American  of  the 
Year,"  be  presented  the  President's  Trophy  at  a 
Washington,  D.C.  meeting  of  the  President's 
Committee  on  Employment  of  the  Handicapped. 

Mr.  Smithdas,  40,  has  been  both  deaf  and 
blind  since  early  childhood,  as  a result  of  an 
attack  of  meningitis.  A native  of  Pittsburgh,  he 
studied  at  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  and  had 
an  extensive  course  of  rehabilitation  with  The 
Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind. 

When  he  was  graduated  with  honors  from 
St.  John's  University  in  1950,  he  became  the  first 
deaf-blind  person  after  Helen  Keller  to  receive  a 
college  diploma.  In  1953  Smithdas  earned  a 
Master's  degree  in  education  at  New  York 
University. 

In  his  present  post  at  IHB,  which  he  has  held 
since  1962,  he  counsels  deaf-blind  men  and 
women  on  a variety  of  their  problems  including 
employment  and  social  adjustment.  The  preced- 
ing nine  years,  also  with  IHB,  he  served  in  the 
Community  Relations  Department. 

In  that  capacity  he  worked  to  help  educate 
the  general  public  on  the  problems,  needs,  and 
potentials  of  blind  and  deaf-blind  people.  An 
able  public  speaker,  he  still  makes  valuable 
contributions  to  this  end,  addressing  many  clubs 
and  similar  organizations  in  the  course  of  each 
year. 

Announcing  his  selection  as  "Handicapped 
American  of  the  Year,"  the  president's  committee 
observed:  "His  accomplishments  will  help  open 
many  doors  to  employment  of  the  handicapped." 

John  F.  Brady,  IHB  Executive  Director,  com- 
mented: "We  are  very  proud  to  have  Bob 
Smithdas  chosen  for  this  honor.  Selection  of  a 
deaf-blind  person  this  year  is  most  appropriate, 
this  being  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  Anne  Sullivan,  which  is  being  given  a nation- 
wide observance." 
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ttle  to  you 

The  Dedicated  Heart 


A century  is  not  really  such  a long  period  of 
time  in  the  history  of  our  modern  civilization;  but 
it  represents  a hundred  years  of  change,  evolu- 
tion, and  development  so  profound  that  the 
record  of  its  progress  is  long  and  involved,  and 
this  gives  us  the  feeling  of  living  in  "a  small 
eternity."  The  fields  of  man's  knowledge  in- 
crease, and  in  every  new  field  there  is  a pioneer, 
a gifted  individual,  who  marks  the  path  to  be 
followed,  whose  achievements  pave  the  way  for 
others. 

Anne  Sullivan,  that  remarkable  woman  who 
became  the  teacher  and  companion  of  Helen 
Keller,  was  one  of  those  rare  personalities  whose 
influence  lives  beyond  her  own  lifetime— she  was 
a pioneer  in  the  teaching  of  the  deaf-blind.  I 
often  wonder  what  would  have  happened  to  me, 
and  to  other  deaf-blind  men  and  women  living 
today,  if  Anne  Sullivan  had  not  unlocked  the 
world  of  language  for  Helen  Keller,  encour- 
aged the  young  girl  to  enter  college,  and  finally 
to  devote  her  life  to  a crusade  for  the  welfare  of 
other  handicapped  people. 


Fifty  years  passed  between  the  time  that  Helen 
Keller  entered  Radcliffe  College  and  the  day 
when  I began  my  studies  at  St.  John's  University 
—a  full  half-century  that  spanned  our  lives  and 
made  us  part  of  the  same  period  of  human 
endeavor.  And  in  the  short  span  of  a score  of 
years  since  my  own  graduation  from  college, 
other  deaf-blind  men  and  women  have  gone  for- 
ward to  new  goals  of  achievement— the  flower- 
ing of  the  seed  that  Anne  Sullivan  planted. 

In  the  days  of  flint  and  steel,  a fire  was  hard 
to  kindle  and  our  ancestors  walked  long  miles 
to  borrow  live  embers  to  light  the  warmth  of  their 
hearths.  The  borrowed  fire  warmed  their  lives 
and  gave  them  security.  And  in  the  dedicated 
heart  of  Anne  Sullivan  there  must  have  been 
a torch  aflame,  a fiery  brand  of  zeal  that 
kindled  the  hopes  and  ambitions  of  Helen  Keller, 
and  from  which  others  have  borrowed  the  flame 
to  succeed,  to  achieve. 

Anne  Sullivan  was  a great  teacher  whose 
teachings  live  today  as  an  influence  in  the 
lives  of  others. 


Pfikins  School 


The  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration 

Amir  Sullivmi — Helm  Keller's  “ I'earhcr" — Horn  Ajiril  N,  1866 

To  honor  tlie  memory  of  Anne  Sullivan  by  idling  rvhat  her 
life’s  work  means  today  to  ileaf-blind  people  the  world  over. 

Perkins  School  for  the  Rliiul  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 

175  North  Beacon  Street  til  WillotiRliby  Street 

AVatertown,  Massachusetts  02172  Brooklyn,  New  York  11201 


Founded  1893 


January  7,  1966 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snowville 

New  Hampshire  03877 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

The  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  and  The  Industrial  Home  for 
the  Blind  are  planning  to  commemorate  the  one-hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  birth  of  Anne  Sullivan,  April  14,  1966. 

We  do  this  because  we  are  jointly  concerned  with  the  well  be- 
ing of  the  deaf-blind.  Perkins  has  pioneered  in  the  education  of 
the  deaf-blind  children  since  Laura  Bridgman  came  in  1837;  The  Indus- 
trial Home's  outstanding  program  for  the  care  of  deaf-blind  adults  is 
rooted  in  experience  of  over  fifty  years. 

Our  problem  is  that  the  public  is  so  poorly  informed  of  what 
deaf-blind  people  can  be  expected  to  do  and  how  to  help  them.  We 
hope  the  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration  will  better  inform 
both  those  in  our  own  fields  as  well  as  the  public.  The  theme  of 
the  centennial  celebration  will  be  "the  legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan." 

In  connection  with  the  celebration  we  are  planning  a number  of  events 
to  focus  attention  on  the  deaf-blind. 


One  event  will  be  a memorial  service  in  the  Washington  Nation- 
al Cathedral  where  Anne  Sullivan  is  buried.  The  service  will  be  at 
eleven  o'clock  on  Sunday,  April  17,  1966.  We  hope  you  will  be  able 
to  join  with  us  in  this  service. 

Other  events  include  honoring  several  outstanding  deaf-blind 
people,  hopefully  at  the  White  House,  Outstanding  workers  with  deaf- 
blind  people  will  be  honored  at  affairs  in  Brooklyn  and  Watertown. 

We  are  also  seeking  extensive  press,  radio,  and  TV  Coverage,  and 
producing  a 28-minute  color  film,  "The  Legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan." 

We  will  keep  you  informed  of  our  plans  as  they  develop.  Any 
thoughts  you  may  have  about  our  activities  will  be  most  welcome. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Peter  J,  Salmon 

Director,  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 


Edward  J.  Waterhouse 

Director,  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 


The  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration 

Anne  Sullivan — Helen  Keller’s  "Teacher" — Born  April  14,  IS66 

To  honor  the  memory  of  Anne  Sullivan  by  telling  what  her 
life's  work  means  today  to  deaf-blind  people  the  world  over. 


Jointly  iponsortd  by 


Perkins  School 


Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  Massachusetts  02172 


Founded  1829 


The  Industrial  Home  for  tlie  Blind 
57  Willoughby  Sireet 
Brooklyn,  New  York  11201 


Founded  1893 


Anne  Sullivan's  legacy  shows  us  how  much  can  be 
done  when  the  heart  is  willing  to  help  deaf-blind 
people  to  live  full  lives. 


Anns  SULLIVAN  - Helen  Keller's  "TEACHER" 

1866  - 1986 

TEACHER  of  one  of  the  most  outstanding  deaf-blind 
personages  of  all  time. 

Life  of  selfless  dedication  and  love  to  Helen  Keller. 

Anne  Sullivan,  whom  Helen  Keller  always  referred  to 
as  TEACHER , is  one  of  the  very  few  persons  in  his- 
tory whose  life  was  one  of  devoted  service  to  the 
deaf-blind . 


The  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration 


Deaf-blind  persons,  both  children  and  adults,  form  what  is  perhaps 
the  most  neglected  group  in  the  United  States.  Through  the  joint 
efforts  of  IHB  and  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  it  is  hoped  to 
draw  attention  to  the  deaf-bl  i nd  by  commemorating  on  Apri  I 14  1966 

the  lOOth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Anne  Sullivan. 


Anne  Sullivan  Memorial  Celebration 


Plana  are  progressing  rapidly  for  the  joint  celebration  by  Perkins 
and  the  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  of  the  centennial  of  the  birth  of  Anne 
Sullivan  which  took  place  on  April  14,  1866. 

Although  confirmation  of  some  of  the  details  must  wait  until  later, 
the  following  events  are  now  definitely  scheduled  for  next  April: 

Tuesday  - April  12  - Open  House  9:00  A.M.  - 12:00  noon  and  2:00  P.M.  - 4:00  P.M. 
at  the  Department  for  Deaf-Blind  Children  on  the  Perkins  campus.  Tickets  required. 

Wednesday  - April  13  - An  all-day  Seminar  on  The  Education  of  Deaf-Blind  Children 
at  Perkins.  Invited  guests  will  include  State  Directors  of  Special  Education, 
Superintendents  of  Schools  currently  educating  deaf-blind  children,  and  representa- 
tives of  the  Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare. 

A DEMONSTRATION  BY  DEAF-BUND  CHILDREN  will  be  given  in  Dwight  Hall  at 
8:00  P.M,,  and  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Awards  will  be  given  to  outstanding  teachers 
of  deaf-blind  children. 

Thursday  - April  14  - A seminar  on  Services  for  Deaf-Blind  Adults  will  be  held  for 
rehabilitation  workers  in  the  area  served  by  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Program  for  the 
Deaf-Blind  of  the  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

That  evening  the  CENTENNIAL  DINNER  will  be  held  in  a New  York  hotel, 
with  Anne  Sullivan  Commemoration  Awards  going  to  Workers  with  Deaf-Blind  Adults. 

Friday  - April  15  - An  all-day  Seminar  in  Brooklyn  for  Community  Workers  with 
the  Deaf-Blind. 

Saturday  - April  16  - The  Perkins  Chorus  of  seventy- five  voices,  and  a number  of 
deaf-blind  pupils  will  travel  by  chartered  plane  to  Washington,  D.C.,  to  rehearse 
for  Sunday's  event. 

Sunday  - April  17  - at  eleven  in  the  morning  a MEMORIAL  SERVICE  will  be  held  in 
Washington  National  Cathedral.  The  Perkins  Chorus  will  take  part  in  the  Service, 
after  which  a number  of  deaf-blind  guests  from  throughout  the  country  will  place 
flowers  at  Anne  Sullivan's  Shrine. 

On  Monday  an  event  which  is  still  in  the  planning  stage  will  include  the  presenta- 
tion of  awards  in  Washington  to  outstanding  deaf-blind  adults.  The  details  of  the 
location  will  be  announced  shortly. 

It  is  hoped  that  other  agencies  will  be  interested  in  joining  with 
Perkins  and  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  in  honoring  this  remarkable  woman. 


The  Legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan 


Few  people  have  the  opportunity  of  affecting  times  in  which  they 
live.  Fewer  still  leave  a legacy  which  inspires  and  challenges  those 
who  follow.  Anne  Sullivan,  Helen  Keller's  beloved  "Teacher,"  is  one 
who  did . 

By  bringing  Helen  out  of  her  prison  of  despair  and  frustration, 
she  accomplished  what  has  been  called  a "miracle."  If  she  had  done 
no  more,  she  would  have  been  assured  a footnote  in  history.  Her  ex- 
ample still  would  have  challenged  others  to  push  into  unknown  areas 
of  reaching  through  deafness  and  blindness  to  understanding  and  com- 
munication . 

Anne  did  more.  She  became  one  of  the  few  people  in  history  whose 
life  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  deaf-blind.  Helen  herself  said 
that  whatever  success  in  life  she  may  have  achieved  in  the  face  of 
severe  physical  disability  really  belonged  to  her  "Teacher."  Anne 
sought  no  credit,  even  denied  it.  For  nearly  sixty  years  her  self- 
less service  to  Helen  Keller  played  its  part  in  the  many  ways  in 
which  Helen  Keller  was  able  to  assist  the  deaf,  the  blind,  and  those 
who  are  both  deaf  and  blind  in  this  country  and  around  the  world . 

Today,  Anne  Sullivan  is  the  inspiration  for  those  who  work  with 
the  deaf-blind  in  any  capacity.  To  read  "Teacher,"  Helen  Keller's 
own  book  about  Anne,  or  Nella  Braddy's  book,  "Anne  Sullivan  Macy," 
is  to  know  that  Anne's  accomplishments  were  not  a "miracle."  They 
were  rather  the  results  of  courage,  determination  and  inspiration 
from  a person  in  whose  being  was  found  a rare  alchemy  of  background, 
personality,  talents,  and  common  sense.  She  was  the  right  person, 
perhaps  the  only  person,  for  the  tough  job  that  needed  to  be  done. 

The  raw  drama  of  how  a twenty-one  year  old  girl  broke  through 
the  barrier  of  deafness  and  blindness  to  the  child  Helen  was  told  in 
the  play  and  movie  "The  Miracle  Worker."  The  drama  is  further 
heightened  when  we  know  she  was  the  product  of  a childhood  of  ab- 
ject poverty  and  stark  terror,  a recent  graduate  of  the  Perkins 
School  for  the  Blind,  and  only  recently  partially  liberated  from 
blindness  by  an  eye  operation.  But  to  read  further  about  Anne  - 
to  know  the  years  that  followed  - is  to  know  that  this  was  a person 
gifted  in  many  ways,  a warm  human  being  whose  vision  of  what  was  to 
be  accomplished  was  always  clear. 

In  Anne  were  the  qualities  sought  today  in  those  who  work  with 
the  deaf-blind.  She  was  a person  with  a deep  sense  of  human  under- 
standing who  observed  people  and  how  they  learned  and  then  applied 
this  knowledge  to  her  special  need.  A person  with  a willingness  to 
experiment.  She  read  everything  she  could  about  what  others  had 
done.  When  these  methods  didn't  work  for  her,  she  looked  for  new 
ways  to  reach  her  goal . 


Anne  Sullivan  was  a person  who  recognized  the  importance  of 
the  individual  and  was  determined  that  Helen  would  not  become  a re- 
flection of  herself.  At  the  same  time  she  recognized  the  impor- 
tance of  her  own  individuality.  Although  in  one  sense  Anne  gave  her 
whole  life  to  Helen,  she  never  surrendered  her  own  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  a human  being. 

Anne  Sullivan  was  a person  who  was  thorough.  This  quality  is 
evident  through  her  whole  life.  It  was  more  than  patience,  more 
than  just  Irish  stubbornness.  She  clung  to  a high  standard  of  per- 
formance in  spite  of  easy  ways  which  were  sometimes  offered. 

Anne  was  above  all  an  honest  person.  She  realized  how  easy 
it  is  to  exaggerate  the  accomplishments  of  the  deaf-blind;  but  also 
how  easy  it  is  to  deprive  a deaf-blind  person  and  his  teacher  of 
due  credit  for  what  they  have  accomplished . Anne  tried  hard  to 
walk  the  middle  line  . She  frequently  saw  to  it  that  people  under- 
stood just  what  Helen  Keller's  accomplishments  were,  but  deplored 
anything  which  she  considered  was  an  exaggeration. 

Anne  Sullivan's  legacy  is  great.  We  honor  her  for  bringing  the 
wonderful  personality  of  Helen  Keller  out  of  despair  and  frustration. 
We  honor  her  for  herself.  The  work  being  accomplished  with  deaf- 
blind  adults  and  children  today  would  not  be  possible  if  it  were  not 
for  the  pioneering  and  inspiration  of  Anne  Sullivan. 

Anne  Sullivan  has  shown  the  way.  Yet,  the  deaf-blind  - 
partly  because  they  are  a small  group  - are  still  terribly  neglected 
in  both  the  United  States  and  overseas . 

If  the  legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan  is  to  be  fully  realized,  it  is 
vitally  necessary  to  educate  the  American  public  concerning  the  prob- 
lems of  the  deaf-blind.  They  must  learn  that  deaf-blind  children 
can  be  educated.  They  must  learn  that  deaf-blind  adults  are  capable 
of  leading  normal  productive  lives  . To  bring  hope  to  the  thousands 
still  shut  out  of  the  mainstream  of  life  by  deafness  and  blindness 
would  be  the  realization  of  the  legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan. 


Robert  M.  Campbell 


"She  was  obliged  to  begin  hen  eduoation  at  the 
lowest  and  most  elementary  point;  but  she  showed  from 
the  very  start  that  she  had  in  herself  the  force  and 
capacity  which  insure  success . . . She  has  finally 

reached  the  goal  for  which  she  strove  so  bravely . 

Miss  Sullivan’s  talents  are  of  the  highest  order." 

Mr.  Michael  Anagnos,  Director  of  Verkins, 
in  hi.-  report  of  1887 


EDUCATING  DEAF-BLIND  CHILDREN 


The  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  was  the  first  to  offer  hope 
to  a deaf-blind  child  through  its  admission  in  1837  of  laura 
Bridgman  the  first  deaf-blind  mute  to  be  taught  the  use  of 
language.  In  1880  Anne  Sullivan  was  sent  from  Perkins  to 
Tuscumbia,  Alabama  to  become  Helen  Kellers  beloved  "TEACHER". 
Through  the  years  numerous  deaf-blind  children  were  taught  at 
Perkins.  In  1930  the  work  with  deaf-blind  children  was  organized 
into  a special  department.  Today  there  are  thirty-six  children  in 
the  department.  They  come  from  eighteen  different  States,  as  well 
as  Canada  and  Malaysia. 

At  various  times  since  1936  programs  for  educating  deaf-blind 
children  have  been  established  in  the; 

New  York  Institute  for  the  Blind 
New  York 

The  California  School  for  the  Blind 
Berkeley 

The  Michigan  School  for  the  Blind 
I^nsing 

The  Illinois  Braille  and  Sight  Saving  School 
Jacksonvi 1 le 

The  Washington  State  School  for  the  Blind 
Vancouver 

The  Alabama  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind 
Talladega 

Several  years  ago  Perkins  established  with  Boston  University  the 
only  graduate  level  program  for  training  teachers  of  the  deaf-blind. 
Additional  teachers  are  greatly  needed. 

if. 


SO  MUCH  FOR  SO  LITTLE  . . . 

. . . THAT  MEANS  SO  MUCH 


Even  in  this  age  which  knows  Helen  Keller,  there  are  many  who  are  skeptical 
about  the  value  of  educatin;.  deaf-blind  children.  "What  can  you  possibly 
do,  people  ask,  "for  children  who  cannot  see  and  cannot  hear?" 

The  answer,  of  course,  is  different  for  every  child;  no  two  are  even  remotely 
alike.  As  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Lantern , some  whom  we 
accept  in  our  Deaf-Blind  Department  have  considerable  hearing  and  vision,  but 
even  those  who  are  alike  in  their  profound  deafness  and  complete  blindness 
differ  widely  in  ability,  personality  and  outlook. 

There  are  some  things,  indeed,  and  important  things  they  are,  that  we  can 
give  all  our  deaf-blind  children.  These  include  a sense  of  belonging,  a hope, 
a pride  of  accomp 1 Isliment , however  humble;  some  means  of  communication,  how- 
ever rudimentary.  Everyone  can  be  helped  to  a hlghci'  level  of  self-care. 


Above  this,  most  of  the  children  can  acquire  an  education  of  varying  amounts, 
with  levels  of  communication  to  match.  Many  will  go  as  far  as  the  fifth  or 
sixth  grade--a  level  which  is  considered  a reasonable  goal  for  many  deaf 
pupils,  who  do  not  have  any  additional  handicaps  to  overcome.  Others  proceed 
to  junior  and  senior  high  school.  Virtually  all  are  educationally  retarded; 
that  is,  they  work  at  levels  they  would  have  reached  at  a younger  age  had  it 
not  been  for  the  loss  of  their  senses . 

Among  students  in  our  Deaf-Blind  Department,  only  Helen  Keller  (Radcliffe 
College,  B.A.)  and  Bob  Smithdas  (Saint  John's  University,  B.A.  cum  laude; 

New  York  University,  M.A.)  graduated  from  college. 

The  number  of  deaf-blind  boys  and  girls  who  do  not  proceed  to  college  but  do 
acquire  independence  are  greater,  but  still  a small  minority.  A much  larger 
number  are  partially  self-supporting,  and  there  are  some  who  are  wholly 
dependent  on  relatives  or  public  agencies  for  their  maintenance. 

Financial  independence  is  not  the  only  measure  of  happiness  and  success. 
Everyone  of  our  former  pupils  is  more  closely  in  touch  with  his  family, 
friends  and  community  as  a result  of  being  with  us.  In  many  cases  they  have 
been  brought  out  of  a murky  and  silent  loneliness  to  enjoy  rich  contacts  with 
the  world. 

Every  step  that  each  deaf-blind  child  has  taken  has  been  at  a great  cost. 

With  almost  unbelievable  persistence,  teacher  and  pupil  have  worked  toward  a 
more  meaningful  relationship,  have  struggled  with  each  word's  formation,  each 
word's  sound,  and  each  word's  meaning.  The  meaning  of  words,  the  creation  of 
thoughts,  the  expression  of  emotions,  all  of  them  are  hard  won  in  countless 
hours  of  striving,  frustration,  concentration,  repetition,  disappointment  and 
triumph  in  which  both  teacher  and  student  participate. 

Not  all  our  children  have  the  ability,  the  stamina  or  the  character  to  reach 
full  independence,  but  as  with  all  of  us,  it  is  not  how  far  we  go  that  is  the 
true  measure  of  success  and  satisfaction,  but  how  near  we  approach  to  our 
maximum  potential;  how  well  we  struggle  to  attain  it.  Only  when  it  is  unmis- 
takably clear  that  the  latest  step  forward  that  a child  has  taken  is  truly 
the  highest  step  he  is  capable  of  taking  should  his  education  be  ended. 

In  each  journey  toward  the  summit  with  our  deaf-blind  children,  every  step 
demands  so  much  in  human  effort  and  financial  cost  that  it  is  right  that  it 
should  be  constantly  evaluated.  But  each  step  successfully  taken  brings  a 
new  measure  of  freedom--of  manhood  and  womanhood.  Helen  Keller,  when  writing 
of  her  early  progress,  called  herself  "Phantom,"  an  unreal  being,  until  Anne 
Sullivan  "gave  me  my  soul."  Then  she  became  a real  person,  identifiable 
indeed  as  HELEN.  No  step  which  leads  this  way,  however  short  it  be,  is  a 
small  one,  and  no  price  too  high  to  pay  for  its  accomplishment. 


Edward  J.  Waterhouse,  Director 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 

Reprinted  from  the  Perkins  Lantern 
March  1964 


IHB'S  REASON  FOR  INTEREST,  AFFECTION  AND  GOOD  WILL 
TOWARD  THE  NAME  ANNE  SULLIVAN 


Since  its  earliest  days  of  work  with  and  for  blind  persons,  the 
IHB  has  had  a profound  interest  in  deaf-blindness.  After  working  with 
deaf-blind  persons  at  Perkins  as  a graduate  student.  Dr,  Peter  J.  Salmon, 
now  Executive  Director  of  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  has  spent 
the  past  forty-eight  years  in  a gradual  effort  to  introduce  services  for 
deaf-blind  persons  into  the  IHB  program  and,  in  cooperation  with  the 
World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  throughout  the  world. 

Much  of  the  basic  work  that  made  it  possible  for  IHB  to  render  out- 
standing service  was  begun  by  Anne  Sullivan  in  her  early  work  with  Helen 
Keller.  "Teacher,"  as  she  has  become  known  throughout  the  world,  brought 
to  Helen  Keller  the  vitality  and  meaning  of  the  world  about  her,  and 
served  as  an  example  for  dedicated  workers  and  volunteers  at  IHB. 

After  years  of  experimentation,  the  IHB  established  its  formal  pro- 
gram of  services  to  deaf-blind  men  and  women  on  June  27,  1945,  Helen 
Keller's  sixty-fifth  birthday,  with  Helen  Keller  herself  officiating  at 
the  inauguration  of  the  program.  The  principles  which  Anne  Sullivan  had 
established  were  introduced  into  the  IHB  program  and,  finally  in  1962, 
a grant-in-aid  was  received  from  the  United  States  Vocational  Rehabili- 
tation Administration  to  conduct  special  studies  concerned  with  deaf- 
blindness. The  IHB  named  its  new  service,  which  was  planned  as  a 
regional  program  of  service  to  the  deaf-blind,  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy 
Service  for  Deaf-Blind  Persons.  This  program,  now  the  largest  of  its 
kind  in  the  United  States,  serves  deaf-blind  adults  through  a variety 
of  services  carried  forward  by  specialized  personnel. 

We  believe  that  none  of  this  would  have  been  possible  without  the 
pioneering  work  of  Anne  Sullivan.  We  also  believe  that  she  should  be 
honored  on  the  centennial  anniversary  of  her  birth,  April  14,  1966. 

We  welcome  the  opportunity  to  join  with  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
of  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  in  presenting  Anne  Sullivan  to  the  world 
in  a broad  plan  of  public  education  in  order  to  promote  the  widest 
possible  recognition  of  the  great  contribution  made  by  Anne  Sullivan, 
and  to  put  in  proper  perspective  the  image  of  deaf-blind  persons  and 
their  ability  to  be  brought  into  the  whole  stream  of  community  life. 


George  E.  Keane,  Assistant  Director 
The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 


ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY  SERVICE  FOR  DEAF-BLIND  PERSONS 


The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  has  for  many  years  extended  its 
service  on  an  individual  basis  to  deaf-blind  persons  referred  by  responsible 
agencies  throughout  the  United  States. 

Three  years  ago  the  U.S.  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Administration, 
under  the  direction  of  Commissioner  Mary  E.  Switzer,  made  a grant  to  the  IHB 
for  a pilot  research  and  demonstration  project.  Appropriately  this  program 
is  called  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Service  for  Deaf-Blind  Persons. 

The  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Service  is  the  first  regional  program, 
sponsored  by  VRA  and  IHB,  aimed  at  coordinating  the  services  of  the  State 
agencies  concerned,  largely  by  a setting  of  standards.  This  grant  was  aimed 
at  bringing  the  benefit  of  IHB ' s wide  experience  to  deaf-blind  persons  in  15 
States  along  the  eastern  seaboard.  The  end  results  are  the  programs  which 
better  serve  the  deaf-blind  client. 

Briefly,  the  object  is  to  help  the  deaf-blind  person  attain  as 
"normal"  a life  situation  as  possible.  To  do  this,  deaf-blind  persons  must 
first  be  located  through  contact  with  the  responsible  agencies  in  the  states. 
Wherever  the  need  is  indicated,  IHB  personnel  are  sent  directly  into  the 
community  to  work  with  the  family,  interested  agencies,  and  others  concerned  with 
a plan  of  rehabilitation  for  the  deaf-blind  person. 

There  are,  of  course,  two  cardinal  principles  which  govern  this  goal: 
First,  the  goal  is  not  to  uproot  a deaf-blind  person  from  his  community.  Second, 
the  IHB  works  closely  with  the  state  commission  for  the  blind,  the  vocational 
rehabilitation  agency,  or  any  other  responsible  group  who  have  the  primary  con- 
cern for  dealing  with  a deaf-blind  person. 

In  some  instances,  however,  it  will  be  necessary  to  bring  the  deaf- 
blind  person  to  the  IHB  Institute  of  Rehabilitation.  After  completion  of  this 
program,  hopefully,  the  individual  will  return  to  his  own  home  community  under 
much  more  favorable  circumstances  than  when  he  was  first  located.  In  addition, 
the  IHB  will  assist  in  job  placement  for  deaf-blind  individual,  help  him  with 
his  home  situation,  and  his  relationship  in  the  community. 

In  all  of  these  tasks  communication  plays  a major  role.  To  this  end 
the  IHB  works  not  only  with  the  deaf-blind  person  on  the  necessary  communications 
skills,  but  also  with  the  people  who  will  come  in  contact  with  him  in  his  day- 
to-day  life. 

This  goal  is  not  easily  achieved.  Due  to  the  isolation  in  which  deaf- 
blind  persons  have  been  kept  in  the  past  and  the  many  erroneous  concepts  regard- 
ing problems  in  dealing  with  deaf-blind  persons,  the  task  is  one  which  requires 
cooperation  on  the  highest  possible  level. 


With  the  excellent  cooperation  of  the  various  states,  and  with 
the  support  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  which  for  many  years 
has  carried  forward  a program  of  consultation  and  service  to  the  States 
throughout  the  nation,  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Service  is  moving  steadily 
toward  its  goal  of  locating  deaf-blind  persons  - wherever  they  may  be. 

One  of  the  tragedies  of  this  whole  situation  is  that  IHB  has  found 
deaf-blind  persons  located  in  mental  hospitals  and  in  other  undersirable 
situations  where  they  have  been  placed  because  of  a lack  of  communication 
or  real  understanding  of  the  problems  of  the  deaf-blind  person.  In  several 
instances  IHB  has  been  able  to  demonstrate  that  through  its  services  these 
deaf-blind  clients  can  be  helped  and  the  course  of  their  lives  changed  for 
the  better.  IHB  will  never  consider  this  program  entirely  successful  until 
this  entire  situation  has  been  completely  reversed. 

The  use  of  a number  of  professional  disciplines,  wide  experience 
and  above  all,  a human  approach  on  a one-to-one  basis,  all  have  helped  to 
make  a continuing  success  of  The  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Service. 


^ if.  if. 


"Once,  while  in  India,  I saw  a tree,  the 
banyan,  which  resembles  my  life.  Facing  drought 
and  other  inclemencies  of  the  weather , it  yet 
finds  ways  to  send  out  little  shoots  from  its 
extremities , and  they  drop  into  the  ground,  take 
root  and  put  on  branches , leaves,  flowers  and 
fruit  like  the  parent  tree.  My  Teacher's  indi- 
viduality was  like  the  banyan.  Her  work  for  my 
development  seemed  to  have  no  root  or  seed  in 
human  experience.  Yet,  with  faith  and  courage, 
she  created  me  as  a little  shoot  which  she 
trusted  would  fall  into  good  soil  and  shape  it- 
self under  her  watchful  eye  as  a normal  human 
being.  This  thought  thrills  me  with  a fresh 
sense  of  the  spiritual  resources  which  she  exemp- 
lified and  which  have  the  power  to  reorganize 
life  in  unexpected  forms. " 


From  a statement  by  Helen  Keller 
in  1962  welcoming  the  establish- 
ment of  The  Anne  Sullivan  Macy 
Service  for  Deaf-Blind  Persons 
by  The  I . H . B. 


Sources  of  Material  About  Anne  Sullivan 


Books 

Keller,  Helen  - TEACHER  - Doubleday  & Co.,  1955,  247  pp. 

Keller,  Helen  - STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  - Doubleday,  1903,  441  pp. 

Braddy,  Nella  - ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY  - Doubleday  Doran  & Co.,  1933,  365  pp . 
Gibson,  William  - MIRACLE  WORKER  - Alfred  A.  Knopf  1957,  131  pp. 

Letters 

From  Anne  Sullivan  to  Dr.  Anagnos  - Perkins  Blindiana  Library 

Various  Anne  Sullivan  letters  - American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  Library 

Sources  of  Information  About  The  Deaf-Blind 


A bibliography  of  books  and  pamphlets  concerning  education  of  deaf-blind 
children  is  available  from  The  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  175  North 
Beacon  Street,  Watertown,  Massachusetts  02172. 

A bibliography  of  books  and  pamphlets  concerning  the  rehabilitation  of 
deaf-blind  adults  may  be  obtained  from  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind, 
57  Willoughby  Street,  Brooklyn  1,  New  York. 

The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  West  16th  Street,  New  York, 

New  York  10011,  a national  consultative  volunteer  agency  serves  as  a 
clearing  house  on  all  pertinent  information  about  services  for  deaf-blind 
individuals  and  keeps  a register. 


Films 


COMMUNICATING  WITH  DEAF-BLIND  PEOPLE  is  a 16  mm  color  film  showing  some 
methods  of  communicating  with  deaf-blind  people.  It  is  available  on  loan 
from  The  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  15  West  16th  Street,  New  York, 

New  York  10011.  It  also  can  be  purchased  from  AFB  for  the  price  is  $120.00 
in  color  and  $70.00  black  and  white. 

A film  on  educating  deaf-blind  children  at  The  Perkins  School  is  available 
for  showing  to  service  clubs,  professional  organizations,  schools,  churches 
and  women's  organizations.  CHILDREN  OF  THE  SILENT  NIGHT,  27  minute  color 
may  be  obtained  for  showing  free  of  charge  except  for  transportation.  Prints 
are  available  for  purchase  at  $180.00. 

A new  film  THE  LEGACY  OF  ANNE  SULLIVAN  is  being  produced  by  The  Perkins  School 
for  the  Blind  and  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind.  It  will  be  available  for 
use  by  September  1966. 


An  8x10  glossy  print  of  the  above 
picture  for  publicity  use  may  be 
obtained  free  of  charge  by  writing: 
Coord i nator , 

Anne  Sul  I ivan  Centennial  Commemoration 
Saxtons  River,  Vermont  05154 
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,-inne  Sullivan— Helen  Keller’s  "Teacher”— Horn  April  14,  IS66 


Jan.  31,  1966 


Dear  ;r‘.  SaiV'’. ; 


I nope,  '^o  get  this  article  to  you 
sooner,  put  clrcunstanoor.  have 
been  a.'ala.jx  me.  At  any  rate  here  It  Is. 

I Dhoui  i lijce  to  read  proof  If  possible 
aal  I siioul-'i  ll’:e  to  have  two  or  three 
copies  of  the  NjiW  OUTLOOK  FOR  THE  BLIND 
’•;hen  it  Is  puhllshei. 


/lull  all  good  wishes  for  the 
centennial,  I an 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs,  Keith  Heaney 


•'rs.  Patricia  Smith 
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ANNUAL 
MEETING 
NOTES  & 


PROGRAM 

Washington,  d.  c. 
april  28-29,  i966 


THE  PRESIDENT'S  COMMITTEE  ON 
EMPLOYMENT  OF  THE  HANDICAPPED 


DAYS  TO  REMEMBER 

"What’s  New  For  the  Handicapped?’’  is  the 
theme  of  the  1966  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Pres- 
ident’s Committee,  April  28-29,  at  the  New 
Washington  Hilton  Hotel  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

National  and  international  authorities  will 
concentrate  on  current  developments  opening 
new  doors  of  job  opportunity  to  the  physically 
and  mentally  handicapped. 

Attending  are  volunteers  and  professionals 
from  every  State  and  from  many  foreign  lands. 


INVITATIONS 

Invitations  are  extended  by  the  President  on 
recommendation  of  organizations  and  agencies 
in  the  field  of  the  handicapped.  Travel  and 
other  expenses  are  borne  by  the  individual. 
There  is  no  registration  fee. 


PRE-REGISTRATION 

Invitations  should  be  received  by  early  April. 
Please  respond  in  writing,  giving  name,  ad- 
dress and  organization.  Address  your  response 
to: 

The  Chairman 

The  President’s  Committee  on 
Employment  of  the  Handicapped 
Washington,  D.  C.  20210 


By  return  mail  you  will  receive  an  official 
badge.  It  must  be  worn  the  first  morning  for 
security  reasons.  This  is  yourpre-registration. 
You  will  not  need  to  stand  in  the  registration 
line  at  the  meeting. 

If  you  do  not  pre-register,  you  may  register 
Thursday  morning. 

BANQUETS  AND  LUNCHEONS 

Two  banquets  and  two  luncheons  are  open  to 
the  public.  All  will  be  held  in  the  Washington 
Hilton  Hotel. 

The  Women’s  Committee  banquet  is  Wednes- 
day, April  27,  at  7:30.  The  spotlight  will  be 
on  "Project  Earning  Power’’;  the  nation’s 
leading  designers  will  speak. 

The  International  Banquet  (first  ever  to  be 
held)  is  Thursday,  April  28,  at  7:30.  Column- 
ist Art  Buchwald  is  master  of  ceremonies;  an 
international  authority  on  world  affairs  will 
speak;  Hollywood  stars  will  entertain. 

The  Employer  Luncheon,  Friday  noon,  April 
29,  will  feature  a panel  by  four  top  employers, 
moderated  by  Dr,  G.  Roy  Fugal,  Personnel 
Practices  Manager,  General  Electric  Com- 
pany. 

The  Volunteers  Luncheon,  also  on  Friday, 
will  pay  tribute  to  men  and  women  across  the 
nation  for  dedicated  activities  in  behalf  of 
the  handicapped. 


RETURN  TO:  The  President’s  Committee  on  Employment  of  the  Handicapped, 
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WOMEN'S  COMMITTEE  BANQUET 

Enclosed  is  check  for  J . Please  mail 

ticket(s)  for  April  27  banquet  to: 


Name 


Address 

City State Zip 


Organization  

{Please  make  check  or  money  order  for 
Women’s  Committee  Banquet  payable  to 
The  President's  Committee  on  Employment 
of  the  Handicapped.) 


INTERNATIONAL  BANQUET 


n 

II 


Enclosed  is  check  for  $ . Please  mail 

ticket(s)  for  April  28  banquet  to: 


Name 

Address 

City State Zip_ 

Organization 

(Please  make  check  or  money  order  for 
International  Banquet  payable  to  The 
President* s Committee  on  Employment 
of  the  Handicapped.) 


Make  your  reservations  by  filling  out  the  at- 
tached coupons.  Please  make  SEPARATE 
CHECKS  for  each,  payable  to  the  President’s 
Committee  on  Employment  of  the  Handicapped. 

Space  is  limited,  so  please  submit  reserva- 
tions early.  If  your  check  is  received  in  time, 
tickets  will  be  mailed;  if  not,  you  may  pick 
them  up  at  the  meeting. 


HOTEL  RESERVATIONS 

The  Washington  Hilton  Hotel  has  reserved 
blocks  of  rooms,  for  arrival  April  27,  for  those 
attending  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Special  rates:  $16  for  singles;  $22  for  twins. 


HOW  TO  MAKE 
A RESERVATION 

You  can  make  your  hotel  reservation  by  fill- 
ing out  the  attached  coupon  and  returning  it 
to  the  President’s  Committee.  Please  be  sure 
to  indicate  the  dates  and  hours  of  arrival  and 
departure. 

Reservations  must  be  made  before  April  15, 
which  is  the  cut-off  date. 

If  you  plan  to  arrive  before  April  27,  the  hotel 
has  asked  that  you  make  your  reservation  im- 
mediately. 


If  you  are  handicapped  and  wish  special  ac- 
comodations, please  indicate  this  on  the  cou- 
pon. 


EXHIBITS 

There  will  be  dramatic  'Tive”  exhibits  by  the 
Bulova  Watch  Company,  Minnesota  Mining  & 
Manufacturing  Company,  and  others. 


MESSAGES  & PRESS 

A message  center  in  the  hotel,  adjacent  to 
the  International  Ballroom,  will  handle  in- 
coming messages.  Press  facilities  will  be 
maintained  throughout  the  meeting. 


WASHIISGTON  HILTON 


GPO  90  2-69  0 


WOMEN’S  COMMITTEE  BANQUET 

EMPLOYER  LUNCHEON 

Washington  Hilton  Hotel,  7:30  PM,  April  27,  1966.  $10.00 
[including  tax  and  gratuity). 

Washington  Hilton  Hotel,  Ballroom  West,  12:00,  April  29, 
1966.  $5.00  (including  tax  and  gratuity). 

Featuring:  “Project  Earning  Power." 
Remarks  by  leading  designers. 

Mark  Evans,  TV  commentator,  master  of 
ceremonies. 

(Reservation  form  --  reverse  side) 

Panel:  Industry  and  the  Handicapped. 

(Reservation  form  - reverse  side) 

INTERNATIONAL  BANQUET 

VOLUNTEERS  LUNCHEON 

Washington  Hilton  Hotel,  International  Ballroom,  7:30  PM, 
•April  28,  1966.  $10.00  (including  tax  and  gratuity). 

Art  Buchwald,  master  of  ceremonies. 

Speaker:  authority  on  world  affairs. 

Washington  Hilton  Hotel,  Ballroom  East,  12:00,  April  29 
1966.  $5.00  (including  tax  and  gratuity). 

Entertainment:  Hollywood  stars. 
(Reservation  form  --reverse  side) 

(Reservation  form  - reverse  side) 

ANNUAL  MEETING  PROGRAM 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  28,  1966 

PRESIDING:  Harold  Russell 
Chairman 

8:30  Registration  & exhibits 

9:00  Music:  U.  S,  Marine  Band 

9:45  Roll  Call  of  States 

Esther  Van  Wagoner  Tufty 

Welcome 

Chairman  Russell 

10:30  Address 

Hon.  John  T.  Connor 
Secretary  of  Commerce 

10:50  A Tribute  to  Courage 

Walter  Cronkite,  CBS-TV 

11:00  Introduction  of  the  President 
Hon.  W.  Willard  Wirtz 
Secretary  of  Labor 

The  President  of  the  United 
States  (tentative) 

Presentation  of  awards  to  Handicapped  Amer- 
ican and  to  national  writing  contest  winners. 

11:45  Recess 


2:00  - What’s  New  for  the  Handicapped? 
5:00  (Concurrent  Panel  Groups) 

Vocational  Rehabilitation 
Handicapped  Homemaker 


Arts  & Crafts 
Manpower  Development 
Mentally  Restored 
Mentally  Retarded 
Anti-Poverty  Programs 
Education 

(A  brief  recess  at  3:20  will  allow  persons 
change  panel  groups) 

6:30  Reception 

International  Ballroom  East 

7:30  International  Banquet 

International  Ballroom  Center 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  29,  1966 

8:45  Wheelchair  Sports  Demonstrations 
(races,  weight  lifting,  archety',  etc. 

10:00  How  Science  Aids  Employment 
of  the  Handicapped 
Panel  & Demonstrations 

Mobility:  Electronically-operated 
artificial  limbs;  wheelchair 
devices,  etc. 

Communication:  reading  devices 
for  the  blind,  etc. 

12:00  Employer  Luncheon 
Ballroom  West 

Volunteers  Luncheon 
Ballroom  East 


JOINTLY  SPONSORED  BY 


1866  - cAiuie  S^ulLiaatt  Qammem&tatu%n.  - 1966 


William  Gibson  gathered  his  historical  data  for  The  Miracle  Worker  “almost 
exclusively”  from  the  three  dozen  letters  written  by  Anne  Sullivan  to  Mrs.  Sophia 
Hopkins  at  Perkins  Institution.  The  first  eight  of  these  gave  him  nearly  a daily 
account  of  what  happened  between  .March  3,  1887,  the  day  when  Anne  first  met 
a “very  quick-tempered  and  wilful”  Helen  Keller,  and  April  5,  the  day  when 
Helen  learned  “that  the  manual  alphabet  is  the  key  to  everything  she  wants  to 
know.” 

For  events  in  the  life  of  Anne  before  she  arrived  in  Tuscumbia,  William 
Gibson  opened  what  he  called  a “chest  of  jewels”— Nella  Rraddy’s  Antie  Sullivan 
Mactj.  The  first  ten  years  of  this  biography  are  an  account  of  abject  poverty, 
virtual  blindness,  and  abandonment  by  a shiftless  father.  Its  next  four  years  in 
the  state  almshouse  are  a chronicle  of  stark  horror  and  loneliness  equal  to  any 
episode  in  Oliver  Twist.  Its  following  six  years  at  Perkins  tell  the  story  of  Anne’s 
entire  formal  education  and  the  partial  restoration  of  her  sight. 

The  agony  of  these  twenty  years  was  Anne’s  basic  training  for  that  open 
warfare  so  effectively  recreated  in  The  Miracle  Worker.  Because  she  had  been 
virtually  blind  for  about  nine  years,  she  needed  nobody  to  describe  to  her  that 
world  bounded  by  the  length  of  one’s  arms.  To  enlarge  this  segment  of  reality 
for  Helen,  she  tenaciously  withstood  Helen’s  early  tyrannical  resistance. 

Having  suffered  the  ordeal  of  virtual  blindness,  Anne  had  maximum  incentive 
to  free  Helen  from  a world  of  continuous  night.  Having  read  Dr.  Samuel  Howe’s 
voluminous  report  on  how  he  had  educated  Laura  Bridgman,  Anne  knew  that  a 
deaf-blind  mute  could  be  taught  to  communicate  at  a human  level.  Having  lived 
with  Laura  Bridgman  at  Perkins,  she,  likewise,  knew  that  idiomatic  language  is 
not  learned  through  isolated  vocabulary  and  grammar  drills.  Consequently  she 
used  every  opportunity  to  teach  new  words  to  Helen  whether  she  was  presenting 
a doll  to  her,  or  they  were  eating  in  the  garden-house,  or  they  were  visiting  the 
animals  about  the  farm.  Being  a creative  teacher,  Anne  introduced  each  new 
word  to  Helen  in  a complete  sentence  that  “repeated  many  times  during  the  day, 
must  in  time  impress  itself  upon  tlie  brain  . . .” 

At  the  age  of  seventy-five,  Helen  Keller  wrote,  “.  . . I rejoice  in  the  apprecia- 
tion of  tho.se  who  have  perceived  Annie  Sullivan’s  inventive  endeavor  to  retrieve 
a life  from  triple  disaster  and  give  it  form  and  comeliness.” 
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N Ew  Outlook  for  the  Blind 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  JOOJJ 
Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 
Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


January  10,  1966 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville,  N.  H. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

In  checking  plans  for  the  special  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  issue  of  the  New  Outlook, 

I notice  that  Mr.  Liechty  did  not  give  you  a deadline  for  your  article. 

The  material  will  go  to  the  printer  in  mid- February , so  we  really  ought  to 
havefie  copy  around  the  first  of  February.  I trust  that  this  will  be  satisfactory 
with  you. 

We  have  gotten  together  a number  of  articles  dealing  with  numerous  aspects 
of  the  deaf-blind.  Dr.  Ruselem  did  a brief  analysis  of  Mrs.  Macy's  teaching 
methods.  I thought  I would  tell  you  this  in  case  you  might  want  to  alter  your 
plans. 


work  fo 

your  biography  of  Mrs.  Macy.  I am  sure  that  she  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
women  to  have  worked  in  the  field  of  education,  and  I do  hope  that  your  article 
will  capture  her  qualities  that  you  brought  out  so  well  in  your  book. 

I look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


Patricia  Scherf  Smith 
Editor-designate 


PSS;b 


The  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration 


to  be  jointly  sponsored  by 


The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 
57  Willoughby  Street 
Brooklyn,  New  York  11201 

and 

Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  Massachusetts  02172 


ANNE  SULLIVAN  CENTENNIAL  COMMEMORATION  - APRIL  14,  1966 


to  honor  the  memory  of  Anne  Sullivan  by 
telling  what  her  life's  work  means  today 
to  deaf-blind  people  the  vjorld  over. 


ANNE  SULLIVAN  - Helen  Keller's  "TEACHER"  1866-1936 


TEACHER  of  one  of  the  most  outstanding  deaf-blind  personages  of  all  time. 

Life  of  selfless  dedication  and  love  to  Helen  Keller. 

The  story  of  her  triumphant  communication  break-through  v/ith  Helen  Keller  was  told 
in  the  motion  picture  "The  Miracle  Worker." 

Anne  Sullivan,  whom  Helen  Keller  always  referred  to  as  TEACHER,  is  one  of  the  very 
fevj  persons  in  history  whose  life  was  one  of  devoted  service  to  the  deaf-blind. 


* * * 


Deaf-blind  persons,  both  children  and  adults,  form  what  is  perhaps  the  most  neglected 
group  in  the  United  States.  Through  the  joint  efforts  of  IHB  and  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind,  it  is  hoped  to  draw  attention  to  the  deaf-blind  by  commemorating  on 
April  14,  1966,  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Anne  Sullivan. 


* * * 

PERKINS  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Watertown,  Massachusetts 

Department  for  educating  deaf-blind  children  is  the  largest  in  the  world. 

Teacher  training  program  for  teachers  of  the  deaf-blind  is  the  only  one  in  the  world. 

First  Perkins  director.  Dr.  Samuel  Gridley  Howe,  personally  taught  Laura  Bridgman, 
the  first  deaf-blind  child  to  be  formally  educated. 

Anne  Sullivan  sent  from  Perkins  to  educate  Helen  Keller. 


INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Brooklyn,  New  York 

Leading  organization  in  this  country  in  work  for  deaf-blind  adults. 

Work  with  deaf-blind  goes  back  over  50  years. 

Founded  in  1945  the  Special  Services  for  the  Deaf-Blind. 

In  1962  established  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Service,  a regional  rehabilitation 
service  for  deaf-blind  people,  serving  fifteen  states,  sponsored  by  the 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Administration. 


ANNE  SULLIVAN  (1866-1936) 


TEACHER  to  Helen  Keller  (1887-1936) 


The  Legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan 

Few  people  have  the  opportunity  of  affecting  times  in  which  they 
live.  Fewer  still  leave  a legacy  which  inspires  and  challenges  those 
who  follow.  Anne  Sullivan,  Helen  Keller's  beloved  "Teacher,"  is  one 
who  did . 

By  bringing  Helen  out  of  her  prison  of  despair  and  frustration, 
she  accomplished  what  has  been  called  a "miracle."  If  she  had  done 
no  more,  she  would  have  been  assured  a footnote  in  history.  Her  ex- 
ample still  would  have  challenged  others  to  push  into  unknown  areas 
of  reaching  through  deafness  and  blindness  to  understanding  and  com- 
munication . 

Anne  did  more.  She  became  one  of  the  few  people  in  history  whose 
life  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  deaf-blind.  Helen  herself  said 
that  whatever  success  in  life  she  may  have  achieved  in  the  face  of 
severe  physical  disability  really  belonged  to  her  "Teacher."  Anne 
sought  no  credit,  even  denied  it.  For  nearly  sixty  years  her  self- 
less service  to  Helen  Keller  played  its  part  in  the  many  ways  in 
which  Helen  Keller  was  able  to  assist  the  deaf,  the  blind,  and  those 
who  are  both  deaf  and  blind  in  this  country  and  around  the  world. 

Today,  Anne  Sullivan  is  the  inspiration  for  those  who  work  with 
the  deaf-blind  in  any  capacity.  To  read  "Teacher,"  Helen  Keller's 
own  book  about  Anne,  or  Nella  Braddy's  book,  "Anne  Sullivan  Macy," 
is  to  know  that  Anne's  accomplishments  were  not  a "miracle."  They 
were  rather  the  results  of  courage,  determination  and  inspiration 
from  a person  in  whose  being  was  found  a rare  alchemy  of  background, 
personality,  talents,  and  common  sense.  She  was  the  right  person, 
perhaps  the  only  person,  for  the  tough  job  that  needed  to  be  done. 

The  raw  drama  of  how  a twenty- one  year  old  girl  broke  through 
the  barrier  of  deafness  and  blindness  to  the  child  Helen  was  told  in 
the  play  and  movie  "The  Miracle  Worker."  The  drama  is  further 
heightened  when  we  know  she  was  the  product  of  a childhood  of  ab- 
ject poverty  and  stark  terror,  a recent  graduate  of  the  Perkins 
School  for  the  Blind,  and  only  recently  partially  liberated  from 
blindness  by  an  eye  operation.  But  to  read  further  about  Anne  - 
to  know  the  years  that  followed  - is  to  know  that  this  was  a person 
gifted  in  many  ways,  a warm  human  being  whose  vision  of  what  was  to 
be  accomplished  was  always  clear. 

In  Anne  were  the  qualities  sought  today  in  those  who  work  with 
the  deaf-blind.  She  was  a person  with  a deep  sense  of  human  under- 
standing who  observed  people  and  how  they  learned  and  then  applied 
this  knowledge  to  her  special  need.  A person  with  a willingness  to 
experiment.  She  read  everything  she  could  about  what  others  had 
done.  When  these  methods  didn't  work  for  her,  she  looked  for  new 
ways  to  reach  her  goal . 
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Anne  Sullivan  was  a person  who  recognized  the  importance  of 
the  individual  and  was  determined  that  Helen  would  not  become  a re- 
flection of  herself.  At  the  same  time  she  recognized  the  impor- 
tance of  her  own  individuality.  Although  in  one  sense  Anne  gave  her 
whole  life  to  Helen,  she  never  surrendered  her  own  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  a human  being. 

Anne  Sullivan  was  a person  who  was  thorough.  This  quality  is 
evident  through  her  whole  life.  It  was  more  than  patience,  more 
than  just  Irish  stubbornness . She  clung  to  a high  standard  of  per- 
formance in  spite  of  easy  ways  which  were  sometimes  offered. 

Anne  was  above  all  an  honest  person.  She  realized  how  easy 
it  is  to  exaggerate  the  accomplishments  of  the  deaf-blind;  but  also 
how  easy  it  is  to  deprive  a deaf-blind  person  and  his  teacher  of 
due  credit  for  what  they  have  accomplished.  Anne  tried  hard  to 
walk  the  middle  line  . She  frequently  saw  to  it  that  people  under- 
stood just  what  Helen  Keller's  accomplishments  were,  but  deplored 
anything  which  she  considered  was  an  exaggeration. 

Anne  Sullivan's  legacy  is  great.  We  honor  her  for  bringing  the 
wonderful  personality  of  Helen  Keller  out  of  despair  and  frustration. 
We  honor  her  for  herself.  The  work  being  accomplished  with  deaf- 
blind  adults  and  children  today  would  not  be  possible  if  it  were  not 
for  the  pioneering  and  inspiration  of  Anne  Sullivan. 

Anne  Sullivan  has  shown  the  way.  Yet,  the  deaf-blind  - 
partly  because  they  are  a small  group  - are  still  terribly  neglected 
in  both  the  United  States  and  overseas. 

If  the  legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan  is  to  be  fully  realized,  it  is 
vitally  necessary  to  educate  the  American  public  concerning  the  prob- 
lems of  the  deaf-blind.  They  must  learn  that  deaf-blind  children 
can  be  educated.  They  must  learn  that  deaf-blind  adults  are  capable 
of  leading  normal  productive  lives . To  bring  hope  to  the  thousands 
still  shut  out  of  the  mainstream  of  life  by  deafness  and  blindness 
would  be  the  realization  of  the  legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan. 


Robert  M.  Campbell 


IHB'S  REASON  FOR  INTEREST,  AFFECTION  AND  GOOD  WILL 
TOWARD  THE  NAME  ANNE  SULLIVAN 


Since  its  earliest  days  of  work  with  and  for  blind  persons,  the 
IHB  has  had  a profound  interest  in  deaf-blindness.  After  working  with 
deaf-blind  persons  at  Perkins  as  a graduate  student.  Dr,  Peter  J.  Salmon, 
now  Executive  Director  of  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  has  spent 
the  past  forty-eight  years  in  a gradual  effort  to  introduce  services  for 
deaf-blind  persons  into  the  IHB  program  and,  in  cooperation  with  the 
World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  throughout  the  world. 

Much  of  the  basic  work  that  made  it  possible  for  IHB  to  render  out- 
standing service  was  begun  by  Anne  Sullivan  in  her  early  work  with  Helen 
Keller.  "Teacher,"  as  she  has  become  known  throughout  the  world,  brought 
to  Helen  Keller  the  vitality  and  meaning  of  the  world  about  her,  and 
served  as  an  example  for  dedicated  workers  and  volunteers  at  IHB. 

After  years  of  experimentation,  the  IHB  established  its  formal  pro- 
gram of  services  to  deaf-blind  men  and  women  on  June  27,  1945,  Helen 
Keller's  sixty-fifth  birthday,  with  Helen  Keller  herself  officiating  at 
the  inauguration  of  the  program.  The  principles  which  Anne  Sullivan  had 
established  were  introduced  into  the  IHB  program  and,  finally  in  1962, 
a grant-in-aid  was  received  from  the  United  States  Vocational  Rehabili- 
tation Administration  to  conduct  special  studies  concerned  with  deaf- 
blindness. The  IHB  named  its  new  service,  which  was  planned  as  a 
regional  program  of  service  to  the  deaf-blind,  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy 
Service  for  Deaf-Blind  Persons.  This  program,  now  the  largest  of  its 
kind  in  the  United  States,  serves  deaf-blind  adults  through  a variety 
of  services  carried  forward  by  specialized  personnel. 

We  believe  that  none  of  this  would  have  been  possible  without  the 
pioneering  work  of  Anne  Sullivan.  We  also  believe  that  she  should  be 
honored  on  the  centennial  anniversary  of  her  birth,  April  14,  1966. 

We  welcome  the  opportunity  to  join  with  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
of  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  in  presenting  Anne  Sullivan  to  the  world 
in  a broad  plan  of  public  education  in  order  to  promote  the  widest 
possible  recognition  of  the  great  contribution  made  by  Anne  Sullivan, 
and  to  put  in  proper  perspective  the  image  of  deaf-blind  persons  and 
their  ability  to  be  brought  into  the  whole  stream  of  community  life. 


George  E.  Keane,  Assistant  Director 
The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 


so  MUCH  FOR  SO  LITTLE  . . 


. . . THAT  MEANS  SO  MUCH 


Even  in  this  age  which  knows  Helen  Keller,  there  are  many  who  are  skeptical 
about  the  value  of  educating  deaf-blind  children.  "What  can  you  possibly 
do,"  people  ask,  "for  children  who  cannot  see  and  cannot  hear?" 

The  answer,  of  course,  is  different  for  every  child;  no  two  are  even  remotely 
alike.  As  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Lantern . some  whom  we 
accept  in  our  Deaf-Blind  Department  have  considerable  hearing  and  vision,  but 
even  those  who  are  alike  in  their  profound  deafness  and  complete  blindness 
differ  widely  in  ability,  personality  and  outlook. 

There  are  some  things,  indeed,  and  important  things  they  are,  that  we  can 
give  all  our  deaf-blind  children.  These  include  a sense  of  belonging,  a hope, 
a pride  of  accomplishment,  however  humble;  some  means  of  communication,  how- 
ever rudimentary.  Everyone  can  be  helped  to  a higher  level  of  self-care. 

Above  this,  most  of  the  children  can  acquire  an  education  of  varying  amounts, 
with  levels  of  communication  to  match.  Many  will  go  as  far  as  the  fifth  or 
sixth  grade--a  level  which  is  considered  a reasonable  goal  for  many  deaf 
pupils,  who  do  not  have  any  additional  handicaps  to  overcome.  Others  proceed 
to  junior  and  senior  high  school.  Virtually  all  are  educationally  retarded; 
that  is,  they  work  at  levels  they  would  have  reached  at  a younger  age  had  it 
not  been  for  the  loss  of  their  senses . 

Among  students  in  our  Deaf-Blind  Department,  only  Helen  Keller  (Radcliffe 
College,  B.A.)  and  Bob  Smithdas  (Saint  John's  University,  B.A.  cum  laude ; 

New  York  University,  M.A.)  graduated  from  college. 

The  number  of  deaf-blind  boys  and  girls  who  do  not  proceed  to  college  but  do 
acquire  independence  are  greater,  but  still  a small  minority.  A much  larger 
number  are  partially  self-supporting,  and  there  are  some  who  are  wholly 
dependent  on  relatives  or  public  agencies  for  their  maintenance. 

Financial  independence  is  not  the  only  measure  of  happiness  and  success. 
Everyone  of  our  former  pupils  is  more  closely  in  touch  with  his  family, 
friends  and  community  as  a result  of  being  with  us . In  many  cases  they  have 
been  brought  out  of  a murky  and  silent  loneliness  to  enjoy  rich  contacts  with 
the  world . 
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Every  step  that  each  deaf-blind  child  has  taken  has  been  at  a great  cost. 

With  almost  unbelievable  persistence,  teacher  and  pupil  have  worked  toward  a 
more  meaningful  relationship,  have  struggled  with  each  word's  formation,  each 
word's  sound,  and  each  word's  meaning.  The  meaning  of  words,  the  creation  of 
thoughts,  the  expression  of  emotions,  all  of  them  are  hard  won  in  countless 
hours  of  striving,  frustration,  concentration,  repetition,  disappointment  and 
triumph  in  which  both  teacher  and  student  participate. 

Not  all  our  children  have  the  ability,  the  stamina  or  the  character  to  reach 
full  independence,  but  as  with  all  of  us,  it  is  not  how  far  we  go  that  is  the 
true  measure  of  success  and  satisfaction,  but  how  near  we  approach  to  our 
maximum  potential;  how  well  we  struggle  to  attain  it.  Only  when  it  is  unmis- 
takably clear  that  the  latest  step  forward  that  a child  has  taken  is  truly 
the  highest  step  he  is  capable  of  taking  should  his  education  be  ended. 

In  each  journey  toward  the  summit  with  our  deaf-blind  children,  every  step 
demands  so  much  in  human  effort  and  financial  cost  that  it  is  right  that  it 
should  be  constantly  evaluated.  But  each  step  successfully  taken  brings  a 
new  measure  of  freedom- -of  manhood  and  womanhood.  Helen  Keller,  when  writing 
of  her  early  progress,  called  herself  "Phantom,"  an  unreal  being,  until  Anne 
Sullivan  "gave  me  my  soul."  Then  she  became  a real  person,  identifiable 
indeed  as  HELEN.  No  step  which  leads  this  way,  however  short  it  be,  is  a 
small  one,  and  no  price  too  high  to  pay  for  its  accomplishment. 


Edward  J.  Waterhouse,  Director 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
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TkeAn  ne  SJl  Ivan  Centennial  Commemoration 
invite  you  to  a Specia  IS  ervice 
to  konor  tke  memory  o fA  nne  Sullivan 
on  Sunday,  tke  seventeentk  of  April 
nineteen  kundred  and  sixty-six 
at  eleven  o clock  in  tke  morning 
in  w askington  Catkedral 

For  tickets  in  tke  reserved  section, 
please  write  to: 

Tke  Col  umLia  Ligktkouse  for  inJ 

2021  14tk  Street,  N.W. 

Waskington,  D.  0.  20009 


The  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration  honors 
one  of  America's  outstanding  women.  As  Helen  Keller's 
teacher,  Anne  Sullivan  proved  to  the  world,  once  and  for 
all,  that  those  who  are  both  deaf  and  blind  can  take  their 
respected  place  in  human  affairs.  From  her  inspired  lifetime 
of  devotion,  love,  and  selfless  work  has  come  a legacy  that 
is  finding  its  expression  in  all  work  being  done  with  deaf- 
blind  children  and  adults  today.  This  service  in  the 
Washington  National  Cathedral  is  a tribute,  by  the  deaf- 
blind  and  those  who  work  with  them,  to  Anne  Sullivan  who 
showed  the  way. 


The  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration 

is  sponsored  by 

The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 
Brooklyn,  New  York 
and 

Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 

Watertown,  Massachusetts 


The  address  will  be  given  by 

Judge  Linton  M.  Collins 
United  States  Court  of  Claims 
Vice-Chairman  of  Gallaudet  College 

At  the  close  of  the  memorial  service 
Anne  Sullivan  Awards 
will  be  presented  to  the  following 
deaf-blind  men  and  women 

Raymond  Boduch 

Lackawanna,  New  York 

Jackie  Gennoi  Coker 

Sacramento,  California 

Leonard  C.  Dowdy 

Kansas  City,  Kansas 

Helen  Schultz  Hayes 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Richard  Kinney 

Evanston,  Illinois 

Geraldine  Lawhorn 

Long  Island  City,  New  York 

Juanita  Anna  Morgan 

Buena  Vista,  Colorado 

Robert  J.  Smithdas 

Brooklyn,  New  York 
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Annie  Sullivan 

A Teacher’s  Preparation 

NELLA  BRADDY  HENNEY 


She  was  to  be  known  as  “Teacher”  and  she  was  to 
be  ranked  among  the  great  teachers,  a “Miracle 
Worker,”  but  for  the  first  twenty-one  years  of  her 
life  she  was  Annie  Sullivan,  victim  of  many  sorrows. 
No  parent  would  ever  willingly  allow  his  child  to 
suffer  as  she  suffered.  If  great  teachers  were  made 
this  way,  the  price  was  too  high.  But  these  were  the 
years  that  shaped  Annie  Sullivan’s  life  and  dictated 
her  future.  Every  moment  of  them  was  important. 

Feeding  Hills 

The  years  divide  neatly  into  three  parts.  The 
first  which  lasted  ten  years  was  spent  in  Feeding 
Hills,  Massachusetts,  where  she  was  born  into  a 
tribe  of  Irishmen,  refugees  from  the  Great  Famine, 
brought  over  by  steerage,  prepaid,  to  work  on  the 
big  tobacco  and  dairy  farms.  Three  Sullivan  broth- 
ers and  a half  brother  were  among  them.  Annie’s 
father,  Thomas,  was  typical  of  the  group,  illiterate, 
superstitious,  untrained,  fit  only  for  hard  labor.  The 
Yankees  looked  down  upon  them  as  foreigners  of 
low  grade  and  Annie,  almost  as  soon  as  she  knew 
anything,  knew  that  her  people  were  scorned. 

Some  of  them  hoped,  if  all  went  well,  to  get  back 
to  Ireland,  others  looked  forward  to  buying  land  of 
their  own  in  the  new  country.  Thomas  wanted  to  get 
back  home,  but  almost  nothing  went  well  with  him, 
partly  because  he  had  a sickly  wife  instead  of  one  of 
the  rugged  pioneer  type  which  his  situation  de- 
manded if  he  was  to  prosper.  However  beautiful 
she  was  and  however  much  loved  she  was — and  she 
was  loved  and  she  was  beautiful — Alice  Sullivan  was 
not  equal  to  her  task. 


In  the  I920's  Miss  Nella  Bruddy,  an  editor  for  Double- 
day,  Doran  & Co.  (now  Douhleday  & Co.)  n’«i'  assigned  to 
give  Miss  Helen  Keller  whatever  editorial  aid  she  might 
need.  In  this  line  of  duty  Miss  Braddy  (now  Mrs.  Keith 
Henney)  became  an  intimate  friend  of  Mrs.  Macy  ("Annie 
Sullivan")  as  well  as  of  Miss  Keller.  Out  of  this  close  a.s- 
sociation  came  her  book  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  published  in 
1933.  This  book  stands  today  as  the  atithoritative  biography 
of  Mrs.  Macy. 

Mrs.  Henney  lives  in  Snowville,  New  Hampshire. 


Annie,  their  first  child,  born  in  April  1866,  was  a 
robust,  rambunctious  baby,  perfectly  normal  and 
healthy,  but  the  next  child,  Ellen,  was  not  so  robust 
and  the  third,  Jimmie,  was  born  with  a tubercular 
lump  on  his  hip.  (Their  mother’s  ailment  was  tu- 
berculosis.) It  was  about  the  time  of  Jimmie’s  birth 
when  she  was  three  years  old  that  Annie  began  to 
have  trouble  with  her  eyes — a cloudiness  that  she 
could  not  rub  or  brush  away.  This  malady,  later 
diagnosed  as  trachoma,  marked  the  onset  of  her  life- 
long fight  against  blindness. 

Other  misfortunes  came — Annie  was  not  sure  of 
the  order  in  which  they  arrived.  Her  mother  had  a 
bad  fall  which  put  her  on  crutches,  her  father  acci- 
dentally made  a deep  cut  in  his  leg  with  a scythe. 
Two  more  children  were  born,  Mary  who  incredi- 
bly turned  out  to  be  the  strongest  of  the  lot,  and 
Johnny  who  turned  out  to  be  the  weakest.  By  this 
time  the  mother  was  bedridden  and  the  father  had 
taken  to  the  bottle. 

Annie  remembered  her  mother  as  gentle  and  un- 
complaining, a sweet  presence  always.  Not  so  her 
father.  On  the  one  hand  she  remembered  him  as  a 
quarrelsome  drunk  who  sometimes  beat  her  sav- 
agely; on  the  other  as  a charming  teller  of  Irish 
tales  and  legends  and  as  a singer  of  Irish  songs.  He 
had  a rich,  melodious  voice,  a delight  to  her  ears 
even  when  the  words  were  Gaelic  which  she  did  not 
understand. 

Most  of  the  time  she  hated  him,  but  there  were 
pleasant  memories,  like  the  day  he  drove  her  to 
Westfield  to  have  a doctor  look  at  her  eyes  and 
bought  her  a hat  with  a pink  rose  on  it.  She  remem- 
bered going  out  with  him  to  pick  apples  or  gather 
chestnuts,  but,  better  yet,  she  remembered  escaping 
from  the  house  alone  and  running  barefoot  over  the 
fields  and  through  the  woods,  absorbing  the  beauty 
of  the  spacious  countryside.  Ever  afterwards  con- 
tact with  the  earth  and  growing  things  was  to  give 
her  as  much  peace  as  her  restless  heart  allowed.  It 
is  worth  noting  that  she  chose  the  out  of  doors  as 
Helen  Keller’s  first  schoolroom. 
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Undisciplined  as  she  was  as  a child,  rebelling 
against  the  noise  and  disorder  at  her  squiilid  home, 
Annie — and  mark  this  well — could  discipline  her- 
self when  she  had  a purpose  in  view,  could  hold  so 
still  in  the  grass  or  under  a tree  that  she  could 
catch  a wild  bird  with  her  bare  hands.  This  was  con- 
sidered a remarkable  feat,  though  of  no  use  to  any- 
body. 

Bad  became  worse  at  home.  In  May  1873,  Annie’s 
sister  F.llen  died.  In  June  Johnny  was  born,  in  Aug- 
ust he  died.  Five  months  later  their  mother  died  and 
the  troublesome  Thomas  and  his  troublesome  chil- 
dren became  more  than  ever  a burden  to  the  rest  of 
the  Sullivans.  For  two  years  they  tried  to  hold  what 
was  left  of  the  family  together,  then  gave  up. 
Thomas  could  go  west  to  dig  ditches.  Five-year-old 
Mary,  healthy  and  lovable,  was  easy  to  place;  a cou- 
sin took  her.  But  no  one  wanted  half-blind  ungov- 
ernable Annie  nor  lame  Jimmie  who  was  now  on 
crutches.  The  Sullivans,  with  many  tears,  bundled 
them  up  and  sent  them  across  the  state  to  Tewks- 
bury. Feeding  Hills  was  done  with  them. 

The  two  waifs,  Annie  ten,  Jimmie  seven,  set  out 
on  Washington’s  birthday  1876,  without  family  es- 
cort and  without  knowing  their  destination.  It  was 
exciting  to  be  going  anywhere;  even  if  they  had 
been  told,  they  would  not  have  been  disturbed  to 
know  that  they  were  on  their  way  to  the  poorhouse. 

rewksbiiry 

They  arrived  at  the  Massachusetts  State  Infir- 
mary in  Tewksbury  late  in  the  afternoon  tired  and 
cross,  but  before  they  were  assigned  to  quarters 
Annie  had  a glorious  experience.  The  authorities, 
following  the  rules,  decreed  that  the  children  must 
be  separated.  Jimmie  flung  himself  upon  his  sister 
and  she  tightened  her  arms  around  him.  She  was 
shaken  by  an  emotion  she  had  never  felt  before — 
love.  She  knew  now  the  meaning  of  the  word.  She 
was  capable  of  love.  She  loved  Jimmie  and  with  all 
her  young  strength  and  eloquence  she  begged  that 
he  might  not  be  taken  away  from  her.  The  authori- 
ties gave  in,  on  condition  that  Jimmie  wear  an  apron 
during  the  day  to  hide  the  fact  that  he  was  a boy. 
This  was  humiliating,  but  the  victory  was  Annie’s 
and  she  proved  worthy  of  it.  In  everything  that  ap- 
pertained to  Jimmie  she  became  responsible  and 
dependable. 

The  institution  at  Tewksbury  was  at  that  time  the 
cesspool  of  the  state.  A great  scandal  was  brewing, 
but  the  children  from  Feeding  Hills  were  not  upset 
by  the  conditions  around  them — the  stench,  the 
lilth,  the  groans  and  mutterings  of  the  sick  old 
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women,  the  insane  ramblings,  the  maniacal  attacks, 
and  other  horrors.  They  had  the  run  of  the  ward  and 
the  dead-house  for  a play  pen;  if  a corpse  was 
wheeled  in  they  did  not  mind,  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  death  at  home,  just  as  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  rats,  mice,  and  roaches.  This  happy  inter- 
val— the  happiest  Annie  had  ever  known — lasted 
three  months.  It  came  to  an  end  on  the  last  day  of 
May  when  Jimmie  died.  Annie  had  lost  all  the  fam- 
ily she  had. 

Not  long  after  Jimmie’s  death  (the  doctors  must 
have  waited  until  it  came)  she  had  two  operations 
on  her  eyes,  but  so  far  as  she  could  tell  they  made 
no  dHTcrence.  Then  she  was  sent  to  a hospital  in 
Lowell  which  she  liked  better  than  any  other  place 
she  had  ever  come  upon;  everything  spotlessly 
clean,  everything  running  smoothly  without  fuss,  the 
way  everything  ought  to  be  everywhere.  The  opera- 
tion was  not  successful,  but  evidently  there  was  still 
hope,  for  she  was  carried  off  to  Boston  for  two  more 
operations.  When  these  failed  there  was  nothing  to 
do  but  send  her  back  to  Tewksbury. 


Anne  SiilHvan  Macy 
1887 
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By  this  time  she  knew  that  the  almshouse  was  a 
shameful  place  to  live  and  fought  desperately 
against  the  return.  She  knew  also  that  she  might 
have  to  spend  the  rest  of  her  life  within  its  somber 
walls.  These  thoughts  were  always  in  the  back  of 
her  mind,  but  they  did  not  keep  her  from  enjoying 
the  excitements  around  her. 

She  was  put  in  a ward  where  the  women,  though 
still  derelicts,  were  for  the  most  part  younger  than 
those  in  the  ward  where  she  and  Jimmie  had  lived; 
and  the  maternity  ward  was  just  across  the  hall, 
some  of  the  mothers  even  younger  than  Annie.  She 
drank  in  the  gaudy  tales  the  girls  told  about  how 
they  had  got  where  they  were  and  played  with  their 
babies  when  they  came. 

She  listened  eagerly  to  stories  read  aloud  from 
the  Police  Gazette  of  murder,  rape,  robbery,  and 
mayhem.  The  casual  readers,  all  inmates,  had  a 
fancy  for  the  wild  frontiers  of  invention  and  dis- 
covery and  Annie,  like  the  rest  of  them,  believed 
what  they  read,  even  that  people  would  one  day 
have  electric  lights  in  their  homes  and  that  they 
could  talk  from  house  to  house  through  little  boxes 
caUed  telephones. 

Most  eagerly  of  all  she  listened  to  politics.  She 
was  a good  listener  and  must  already  have  been 
what  she  was  later,  a creative  conversationalist,  flat- 
tering with  her  attention,  asking  unexpected  ques- 
tions, tossing  in  arguments.  She  liked  politics  from 
any  source,  word  of  mouth  or  print,  but  her  favorite 
paper  was  the  Boston  Pilot  whose  editor  was  Irish. 
The  Irish  were  coming  up  fast,  making  themselves 
felt  in  politics,  and  Annie  became  proud  of  her  Irish 
heritage. 

She  had  great  dreams  for  herself,  filled  with 
pretty  clothes,  neatness  and  order,  but  the  master 
dream  always  was  to  get  out  and  go  to  school  so  she 
could  read  for  herself,  but  she  would  have  to  have 
help. 

The  help  came  unexpectly.  The  almshouse  scan- 
dal was  in  the  open  and  by  grapevine  and  newspa- 
pers its  residents  followed  it  to  the  last  grim  detail. 
They  knew  when  the  big  man  was  coming  to  see  for 
himself  what  conditions  were.  They  knew  his  name. 
Frank  B.  Sanborn,  Chairman  of  the  State  Board  of 
Charities  of  Massachusetts.  “Get  to  him,”  the 
women  told  Annie.  “He  might  get  you  out.” 

Timidity  almost  stopped  her.  She  trailed  Mr.  San- 
born and  his  committee  from  the  moment  of  their 
appearance,  but  it  was  not  until  they  were  about  to 
leave,  when  it  was  now  or  never,  that  she  sum- 
moned courage  to  cry  out  “Mr.  Sanborn,  Mr.  San- 
born, I want  to  go  to  school!”  “What  is  the  matter 
with  you?”  “I  can’t  see  very  well.”  No  promises 


were  made,  but  a short  time  afterwards  she  was 
told  to  get  ready  to  leave.  The  Tewksbury  period 
was  over. 

Perkin.s  School  for  (he  Blind 

It  was  her  good  fortune  that  her  school  was  one 
of  the  best,  a leader  in  its  field.  The  Perkins  School 
for  the  Blind  (then  in  South  Boston)  was  famous 
all  over  the  world  because  its  Director,  Dr.  Samuel 
Gridley  Howe,  had  done  something  here  that  had 
never  been  done  before.  He  had  brought  a little 
deaf-blind  girl  into  give-and-take  communication 
with  the  world  around  her.  Dr.  Howe  was  dead, 
but  his  celebrated  pupil,  Laura  Bridgman,  now  mid- 
dle-aged, was  still  living  at  the  institution. 

The  very  name  of  the  school  gave  Annie  a patent 
to  respectability.  Her  companions  were  to  be  girls 
of  the  better  class,  sheltered,  well-brought-up,  and, 
presumably  with  good  manners.  Her  first  contact 
with  them  was  a bitter  experience. 

She  reached  the  school  late  in  the  afternoon  on 
October  7,  1880,  and  was  taken  at  once  to  a singing 
class.  The  teacher  asked  her  name  and  Annie  told 
her,  asked  how  she  spelled  it  and  Annie  said  she 
couldn’t  spell.  The  girls  began  to  giggle.  The  teacher 
asked  Annie  how  old  she  was  and  Annie  said  four- 
teen. A great  big  girl  fourteen  years  old  and  not  able 
to  spell  her  own  name!  Very  funny.  Hysterically 
funny.  Even  the  teacher  thought  so,  the  teacher 
who  was  everything  a teacher  ought  not  to  be. 

This  was  the  only  time  in  Annie’s  life  when  age 
mattered.  She  had  been  accustomed  to  mixed 
groups,  all  ages,  and  had  been  accepted,  quite 
simply,  as  one  of  them.  Now  in  such  classes  as  that 
of  the  singing  teacher  she  was  a comic  figure  be- 
cause she  was  so  terribly  old  to  have  to  begin  away 
back  at  the  beginning  with  the  alphabet.  Luckily, 
she  had  teachers  of  another  stripe  and  she  had  a 
spirit  that  could  not  be  broken.  In  due  time  the  di- 
rector, Mr.  Michael  Anagnos,  arranged  for  her  to 
have  an  hour  a week  of  special  instruction  and  she 
began  to  make  brilliant  progress  where  she  was  in- 
terested, as  in  English;  almost  no  progress  where 
she  was  not  interested,  as  in  mat  weaving. 

She  was  lonelier  than  she  had  ever  been.  The 
girls  around  her  lacked  the  vividness  of  those  at 
Tewksbury.  They  seemed  self-satisfied  and  dull. 
And  she  missed  the  Pilot  and  the  Police  Gazette 
and  the  wild  tales  that  were  told.  She  did  not  retell 
them  to  her  schoolmates,  and  if  she  had  done  so  she 
would  not  have  used  the  language  in  which  she  had 
heard  them— the  foul,  filthy,  and  profane  words  that 
had  been  all  around  her  at  the  almshouse  had  never 
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entered  her  vocabulary.  An  instinct  for  the  best  had 
kept  her  from  debasing  her  mother  tongue. 

She  began  to  make  friends,  especially  among  the 
homesick  and  lonely.  She  learned  the  manual  al- 
phabet so  she  could  talk  with  Laura  Bridgman,  thus 
casually  picking  up  the  ‘‘language”  by  which  she 
was  to  make  her  first  contacts  with  Helen  Keller. 

She  dreaded  vacations  because  she  had  nowhere 
to  go.  but  a schoolmate  took  care  of  the  first  by  in- 
viting Annie  to  her  home  and  for  the  second  a place 
was  found  for  her  to  do  light  work  in  a rooming 
house  in  Boston.  One  of  the  boarders,  a young  man 
who  had  been  struck  by  her  intelligence  and  had 
been  kind  enough  to  read  to  her,  became  interested 
in  her  eyes  and  made  arrangements  for  her  to  visit 
a free  clinic  to  have  them  examined.  This  led  to  two 
more  operations  on  the  long-suflfering  eyes.  They 
were  spaced  a year  apart  with  treatments  in  be- 
tween and  to  follow,  but  when  they  were  over 
.Annie  Sullivan  could  see  to  read. 

No  one  had  to  teach  her  how.  She  learned  by 
herself  and  life  expanded  in  all  directions.  The  eyes 
were  far  from  perfect — she  stayed  on  at  Perkins 
doing  her  school  work  as  before — but  outside  the 
classroom,  and  inside  it  too,  if  the  teacher  was  also 
blind,  she  could  read  what  she  wanted  to — books 
from  the  library  and  newspapers  where  she  sought 
out  the  parts  that  were  never  read  aloud  at  Perkins 
— the  stories  about  the  long-drawn-out  investiga- 
tion at  Tewksbury,  for  example.  She  could  act  as 
guide  to  girls  who  had  not  been  able  to  attend  the 
church  of  their  faith  because  there  were  not  teach- 
ers enough  to  go  around.  She  could  go  with  another 
girl  to  ask  the  editors  of  Boston  newspapers  to  give 
free  publicity  to  the  kindergarten  which  was  to  be 
Mr.  Anagnos’s  great  contribution  to  the  school.  She 
could  go  alone  to  the  hospital  for  treatments  to  her 
eyes  and  she  could  say  she  was  going  there  and  go 
somewhere  else.  Once  it  was  to  the  State  House  to 
listen  to  the  hearings  on  the  Tewksbury  investiga- 
tion, hoping  (vainly  as  it  turned  out)  to  have  news 
of  some  of  her  old  friends. 

A stabilizing  element  entered  her  life  when  Mrs. 
Sophia  Hopkins  became  house  mother  of  the  cot- 
tage in  which  she  lived.  The  following  summer — 
1883 — Mrs.  Hopkins  carried  Annie  with  her  to  her 
home  on  Cape  Cod,  a big  old  house  filled  with  me- 
mentoes of  long  voyages  taken  by  her  father  and 
her  husband,  both  sea  captains.  Annie  would  wan- 
der off  (as  she  had  done  at  Feeding  Hills)  to  explore 
the  dunes  and  was  not  long  in  making  friends  with 


an  old  hermit  of  whom  everyone  else  was  afraid. 
She  had  a gift  for  this  sort  of  thing. 

As  she  grew  older  school  itself  became  more  ex- 
citing. She  was  almost  delirious  with  joy  when  she 
reached  Shakespeare.  Such  language,  such  poetry, 
such  beauty!  Of  this  class  she  said  nearly  fifty  years 
later  that  it  contained  all  that  was  stimulating  and 
fine  in  her  schooldays. 

She  was  graduated  in  June  1886,  valedictorian  of 
her  class.  At  the  commencement  exercises  hers  was 
the  only  address  by  a student.  Many  prominent  Bos- 
tonians were  on  hand  for  the  occasion  and  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts  himself  introduced  her  to 
the  audience.  The  Christian  Register  reported  her 
speech  as  earnest,  sincere,  thoughtful,  full  of  wise 
suggestions,  “and  spoken  in  tones  that  vibrated  with 
true  feeling  and  genuine  refinement.”  So  much  for 
the  little  girl  from  Feeding  Hills  and  Tewksbury! 

The  letdown  was  hard.  No  one  claimed  that  six 
broken  years  at  Perkins  had  prepared  her  for  much 
of  anything.  There  was  talk  of  trying  to  raise  money 
to  send  her  to  normal  school  so  that  she  might  be- 
come a teacher,  but  nothing  was  done.  She  went,  as 
usual,  to  the  Cape  with  Mrs.  Hopkins,  her  future 
vastly  uncertain. 

She  was  with  Mrs.  Hopkins  when  she  received 
from  Mr.  Anagnos  a brief  note  with  which  he  in- 
cluded letters  from  a Mr.  Keller  in  Alabama  who 
was  in  search  of  a governess  for  his  little  deaf  and 
blind  daughter.  Mr.  Anagnos  said  he  knew  nothing 
about  the  man  except  what  his  letters  contained,  but 
it  would  be  easy  to  write  for  more  information.  The 
position  did  not  seem  very  promising,  but  since  this 
was  the  only  offer  she  had  and  no  others  were  likely 
Annie  took  it.  Moreover  she  knew  where  she  could 
get  firsthand  source  material  which  might  be  useful 
to  her.  It  was  characteristic  of  her  to  go  to  the 
source  and  she  asked  Mr.  Anagnos  if  she  might 
come  back  to  Perkins  to  read  the  reports  that  Dr. 
Howe  had  written  about  his  work  with  Laura  Bridg- 
man. Permission  was  granted  and  when  this  task  was 
done  she  was  as  ready  as  she  would  ever  be. 

Everybody  knows  the  “miracle”  that  followed, 
but  everybody  may  not  know  that  it  is  still  alive  and 
active.  What  “Teacher”  did  for  Helen  Keller  and 
what  these  two  great  women  did  together  gave 
space  to  the  horizons  of  the  blind,  the  deaf,  and  the 
deaf-blind  all  over  the  world.  New  generations  have 
carried  on  and  the  horizons  have  kept  expanding. 
The  end  is  not  in  sight,  and  this  is  the  best  part  of 
Annie  Sullivan’s  miracle. 


Reprinted  by  permission  of 
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As  Helen  Keller's  teacher ^ Anne  Sullivan 
demonstrated  how  much  can  be  done 
when  the  heart  is  willing  to  help  deaf- 
blind  persons  to  live  full  lives.  She  has 
left  us  a legacy  of  opportunity  to  do 
likewise. 


The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind  and  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  take  the 
opportunity  of  the  centennial  event  of  Anne  Sullivan’s  birth  to  do  her  honor. 


PERKINS  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Watertown,  Massachusetts 

You  are  invited  to  attend 

SULLIVAN  CENTENNIAL  COMMEMORATION  SEMINAR 

on 

EDUCATING  DEAF-BLIND  CHILDREN 
April  13,  1966 


i;duca  i ing  deai  -blind  children 


PROGRAM 

9:00  - 9:30  a.m. 

REGISTRATION 

9:30  - 9:45  a.m. 

WELCOME  AND  INTRODUCTIONS 

Dr.  Edward  J.  Waterhouse,  Director  of  Perkins 

9:45  - 10:30  a.m. 

ASSESSING  DEAF-BLIND  CHILDREN 

Dr.  Edward  Donlon,  Administrator,  Services  for  the  Blind,  Syracuse  University 
Miss  Nan  Robbins,  Research  Worker,  Perkins  Deaf-Blind  Department 

10:30  - 10:40  a.m. 

REMARKS  BY  Robert  Smithdas,*  (Perkins  ’45)  Associate  Director,  Deaf-Blind  Department  In- 
dustrial Home  for  the  Blind,  Brooklyn,  New  York 

10:40  - 11:00  a.m. 

COFFEE  BREAK 

11:00  - 11:50  a.m. 

RESEARCH  WITH  DEAF-BLIND  CHILDREN 

Carl  J.  Davis,  Head  of  Psychology  and  Guidance  Department  at  Perkins 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Stenquist,  Researcher  with  Deaf-Blind  Children  at  Perkins 

11:50  — 12:00  noon 

REMARKS  BY  Richard  Kinney,*  Associate  Director, Hadley  School  for  the  Blind, 
Winnetka,  Illinois 

12:15-  1:30  p.m. 

LUNCHEON  AT  THE  SCHOOL 

Remarks  by  Juanita  A.  Morgan*  (Perkins  1940-1953) 

1:30  — 2:20  p.m. 

SOCIAL  EDUCATION  OF  DEAF-BLIND  PUPILS 

Miss  Joan  Shields,  Director,  “Pathways,”  Condover,  Shropshire,  England 
Benjamin  F.  Smith,  Principal  of  Perkins 

2:20  — 2:30  p.m. 

REMARKS  BY  Miss  Jackie  G.  Coker* 

2:30  - 3:20  p.m. 

TRAINING  TEACHERS  FOR  DEAF-BLIND  CHILDREN 

Dr.  John  R.  Eichorn,  Coordinator,  Department  of  Special  Education,  Boston  College 
Joel  R.  Hoff,  Head  of  Department  for  Deaf-Blind  Children  at  Perkins 

3:20  — 3:30  p.m. 

REMARKS  BY  Leonard  C.  Dowdy*  (Perkins  1932-1948) 

3:30  — 3:45  p.m. 

COFFEE  BREAK 

3:45  — 4:30  p.m. 

TEACHING  RUBELLA-TYPE  CHILDREN 
Panel  Discussion 

4:30  — 4:45  p.m. 

SUMMING  UP 

6:30  p.m. 

DINNER 

8:00  — 9:30  p.m. 
*DIiAF-BlJND 

A TRIBUTE  TO  THOSE  WHO  TEACH  HIE  DEAF-BLIND 

Note:  Persons  attending  the  seminar  who  wish  to  observe  the  program  at  Perkins  (including  the  Department  for  Deaf-Blind 
children),  may  do  so  by  appointment  on  Tuesday,  April  12  or  Thursday,  April  14 

Copies  of  a booklet  entitled  "THE  PERKINS  PROGRAM"  will  be  mailed  on  request  to  enable  visitors  to  decide  which 
Departments  of  our  School  interest  them. 

Other  Boston  Agencies  for  the  Blind  are  also  willing  to  accept  visitors  by  appointment  on  these  days.  Arrangements  for 
these  visits  should  be  mode  m advance. 

R S V P by  March  21  . 


9)1...  0 <Sca/i 

ONE  CLUB  DRIVE.  WOODMERE,  NEW  YORK 


J»n.l2th,  19b6 


D«»r  Virginia ; 


I h*.d  such  good  intentions  of  writing 
to  you  several  days  ago  but  in  the  rush  of  getting 
rftady  to  leave,  I kept  postponing  it. 

You  know  Pohlin  Chan,  I am  sure, but 
there  is  a great  favor  I have  to  ask  of  you. 

Pohlin,  of  whom  it  has  been  said  in  the 
newspapers,  that  she  is  the  Helen  P.eller  of  the 
Oriental  World,  is  a student  at  Perkins  School  for 
fhe  Blind.  She  is  a nice  yoiing  lady  and  working  very 
hard  for  an  education.  Dr.  Waterhouse  and  Dr. peter 
Salmon  are  truly  interested  in  her  and  feel  that  she 
has  a high  potential. 

I am  not  an  educator.  Oscst  and  I just 
love  her  and  have  been  her  American  parents.  I doubt 
if  anyone  can  ever  reach  the  heights  of  Helen  Heller, 
but  it  is  good  that  Pohlin  is  spurred  on  by  her 
admiration  of  that  wonderful  Lady. 

Now  comes  the  favor  I mentioned.  Pohlin 
keeps  asking  me  if  It  is  possible  for  her  to  have  any 
of  Helen  Kellers  books.  I know  that  there  must  be  many 
that  are  too  valuable  to  give  away.  But  perhaps  as  an 
inspiration  to  the  child,  you  can  find  a way  to  help 
her  get  some  that  may  not  be  too  Important.  That 
sounds  silly  now  that  I said  this  because  anything 
connected  with  Hiinn  Keller  is  important. 

Plsjise,  Darling,  see  if  you  can  help. 
Forgive  this  rush.  We  leave  on  Friday  and  I have  so 
many  unfinished  things  to  do.  Having  been  ill  for  the 
last  seven  weeks  leaves  me  little  time  to  get  ready, 
but  with  Gods  help  and  Oscar’s  will-power,  we  will 


lake  it.  -r  ^ v. 

It  was  so  good  to  see  you.  I do  hope 

hat  Mr. Kean  had  something  to  say  to  you  that  would 

ake  you  happy. 

Have  a good  and  healthy  winter 


Af  f e c 1 1 ona  t e ly 


/' 


SERVICE  BUREAU  FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 

Serving  Kings,  Queens,  Nassau  and  Suffolk 


THUSrifS 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS 

Honorory  President 

HENRY  S.  CONOVER 
President 

JOHN  E.  McKEEN 
Vice-President 

MILTON  T.  VANDER  VEER 
Vice-President 

ANDREW  S.  ROSCOE 
Treasurer 

JOHN  H.  FINN 


57  WILLOUGHBY  STREET 
BROOKLYN  1,  NEW  YORK 


Telephone  AAAin  4-5152 


January  21st,  I966 


Dear  Nella, 

It  has  been  so  long  since  I have  written  you, 
and  so  long  since  I have  heard  from  you.  How  are  you 
and  Mr.  Henney?  Are  you  keeping  busy  or  relaxing 
completely?  How  is  your  new  home?  Are  you  all  settled? 
Are  you  still  active  in  the  Historical  Society? 


Secretary 

DAVID  J.  ASKIN,  JR. 
HENRY  J.  BENISCH 
LEON  W.  BENTLEY 
ROBERT  M.  BURKE 
DUNCAN  CRANFORD 
ADOLPH  GOLDBERG 
ROBERT  L.  GORDON 
OLIVER  B.  JENNINGS 
MAHHEW  C.  JONES 
JOSEPH  A.  KAISER 
DR.  JOHN  B.  KING 


There  has  been  very  little  change  here.  The 
office  is  entering  into  a hectic  session  once  again, 
with  the  onslaught  of  text  books  for  next  September. 
There  is  so  much  to  be  done,  and  always  too  little  time 
in  which  to  do  it.  I'm  becoming  involved  in  a "Teen- 
Age"  program  for  our  youngsters  on  Friday  evenings  - 
and  Miss , Maloney,  my  Immediate  Supervisor,  is  taking 
me  to  task.  It  is  a volunteer  assignment,  and  she 
feels  that  if  I must  drive  myself  - whatever  the 
reason  - I should  go  outside  the  I.H.B. 


MORRIS  KIRSCH 

WILBUR  A.  LEVIN 

HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRICK 

JOHN  H.  NICHOLSON 

WALTER  OBERSTEBRINK 

JOHN  A.  PATERSON 

DR  JACOB  PHILIP  RUDIN,  RABBI 

WILLIAM  H.  SASSO 

HARRY  R SOCOLOF 


Was  out  in  the  field  working  with  Bob  Smithdas 
today.  He  does  so  much  for  me  - his  smile,  his  humor  - 
guess  it's  just  him  and  all  he  stands  for.  Have  you 
heard  his  latest?  He  was  named  "Handicapped  Man  of  the 
Year"  by  the  President's  Commission  on  the  I>mployment 
of  the  Handicapped.  I am  "beaming"  with  him. 


JOHN  H THATCHER 

DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD 

RT.  REV.  MSGR.  WILLIAM  J.  WALSH 

DR  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON 

couNsn 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  ESQ. 

JOHN  H FINN,  ESQ. 


Drove  to  Staten  Island  this  evening  to  bring 
home  my  #1  Son.  It  is  intersession,  and  he  is  bound, 
set  and  determined  to  relax.  He  is  utterly  exhausted 
and  anxious  for  some  good  "home  cooking."  It  will  be 
such  a pleasure  for  me,  to  have  something  around  which 
to  revolve. 


PETER  J.  SALMON 

Fxocutive  Director 


Since  1893 


the  Q 


nstitute 


for  helping  the  0lind 


to  Help  Themselves 


SERVICE  BUREAU  FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 


Serving  Kings,  Queens,  Nassau  and  Suffolk 


TRUSTCIS 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS 

Honorory  President 

HENRY  S.  CONOVER 
President 

JOHN  E.  McKEEN 
Vice-President 

MILTON  T.  VANDER  VEER 
Vice-President 

ANDREW  S.  ROSCOE 
Treasurer 

JOHN  H.  FINN 
Secretary 


57  WILLOUGHBY  STREET 
BROOKLYN  1,  NEW  YORK 
Telephone  MAin  4-5152 


DAVID  J.  ASKIN,  JR. 

HENRY  J.  BENISCH 
LEON  W.  BENTLEY 
ROBERT  M.  BURKE 
DUNCAN  CRANFORD 
ADOLPH  GOLDBERG 
ROBERT  L.  GORDON 
OLIVER  B.  JENNINGS 
MATTHEW  C.  JONES 
JOSEPH  A.  KAISER 
DR.  JOHN  B.  KING 
MORRIS  KIRSCH 
WILBUR  A.  LEVIN 
HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRICK 
JOHN  H.  NICHOLSON 
WALTER  OBERSTEBRINK 
JOHN  A.  PATERSON 
DR.  JACOB  PHILIP  RUDIN,  RABBI 
WILLIAM  H.  SASSO 
HARRY  R.  SOCOLOF 
JOHN  H.  THATCHER 
DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD 
RT.  REV.  MSGR.  WILLIAM  J.  WALSH 
DR.  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON 


Nella,  he  has  turned  into  a fine  young  man, 
and  he  is  a very  good  son  to  me.  Tonight  he  spoke  of 
possibly  transferring  home  next  year.  I could  not 
understand.  He  is  doing  well,  and  for  a "lowly" 
sophraore,  has  certainly  made  his  "mark"  oh  campus.  I 
feared  he  felt  insecurity.  Perhaps  felt  that  he  was 
taxing  me,  financially  - with  6 more  years  to  go  for 
Law  School.  I remained  calm  and  learned  that  he  felt 
I needed  him.  I knew  utter  despair  these  past 
Holiday  weekends,  and  I d id  not  do  a vei'j  good  job  in 
concealing  it  - and  apparently  he  has  since  dwelt  on 
how  many  such  days  I have,  when  he  is  not  home! 


You  know  enough  about  me,  Nella  - to  know 
I have  no  happy  medium!  It’s  "heights  of  ectasy"  or 
"depths  of  despair."  Goodness!  - approaching  the 
ripe  old  age  of  50  this  month  - I should  have 
moderation! 

Aren’t  you  pleased  about  the  Centennial 
plans  for  "Teacher?"  I so  hope  Miss  Keller  is 
completely  aware  of  them!  How  sad,  if  it  can’t  be  so! 
Have  you  been  receiving  the  literature  on  all  the 
planning  that  is  going  on?  I’d  love  to  be  in  Washing- 
ton for  the  occasion  - just  to  listen  and  learn  - but 
am  doubtful. 


COUNSEL 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  ESQ. 
JOHN  H.  FINN,  ESQ. 


I’m  glad  I had  an  important  reason  for 
having  to  write  you,  so  I c ould  give  myself  the 
pleasure  of  saying  "Hello,"  by  mail. 


PETER  J.  SALMON 

Executive  Director 


1893 

the  Qnstitutefor  0elping  the0lind 

to  Help  Themselves 


Since 


SERVICE  BUREAU  FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 

Serving  Kings,  Queens,  Nassau  and  Suffolk 


57  WILLOUGHBY  STREET 


TRUSTttS 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS 

Honorory  President 

HENRY  S.  CONOVER 
President 

JOHN  E,  McKEEN 
Vice-President 

MIITON  T.  VANDER  VEER 

Vice-President 

ANDREW  S.  ROSCOE 
Treosurer 

JOHN  H.  FINN 
Secretory 


A few  weeks  ago,  I was  out  on  I H 3 business 
with  Mr.  Keane,  our  Assistant  Executive  Director. 

A group  is  planning  a Golf  Tournament  for  benefit 
of  I H B and  it  sounds  very  exciting.  I was  only  a 
substitute  for  the  day  - but,  oh,  how  I’d  love  to 
work  on  that  project  - (I  learned  just  yesterday  that 
they  asked  for  me)  but  I could  not  withdraw  from  our 
Library  program.  I told  Mr.  Keane  I’d  work  on  my 
department  at  night,  and  cover  both  - but  he  was 
rather  unreasonable  about  it,  I thought,  when  he  said 


DAVID  J.  ASKIN,  JR. 

HENRY  J.  BENISCH 

LEON  W.  BENTLEY 

ROBERT  M.  BURKE 

DUNCAN  CRANFORD 

ADOLPH  GOLDBERG 

ROBERT  L.  GORDON 

OLIVER  B.  JENNINGS 

MATTHEW  C.  JONES 

JOSEPH  A KAISER 

DR.  JOHN  B.  KING 

MORRIS  KIRSCH 

WILBUR  A.  LEVIN 

HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRICK 

JOHN  H.  NICHOLSON 

WALTER  OBERSTEBRINK 

JOHN  A PATERSON 

DR.  JACOB  PHILIP  RUDIN,  RABBI 

WILLIAM  H.  SASSO 


"No 


It 


One  of  the  backers  of  this  group  is  a Mrs.  Helen 
Roye.  She  and  her  husband,  Oscar,  have  been  wonderful 
to  our  deaf-blind  people  for  many  years  now,  in  giving 
of  themselves  and  their  monies.  More  kind  and  generous 
people  I have  never  known,  and  I’ve  had  the  pleasure  of 
knowing  many  in  ray  field  of  work.  Guess  I’m  fortunate  - 
I meet  only  the  nice,  nice  ones  I 

The  enclosed  letter  is  self-explanatory.  They 
have  been  as  close  as  parents  could  be  to  Pohlin  Chan. 
They  have  given  ithls  young  lady  a "lease  on  life"  - yet, 
I fear  they  might  have  spoiled  her  for  any  return  to 
her  native  land.  (Don’t  quote  me,  pleasel)  I almost 
feel  that  I am  unkind  to  Steven,  by  comparison. 


JOHN  H THATCHER  Nclla,  Can  you  personally  do  anything  to  fulfill  the 

DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD  requost  of  Pohlin?  It  would  mean  so  very  much  to  her. 

RT  REV.  MSGR.  WILLIAM  J.  wALSHlf  you  Can’t,  Can  you  direct  me  to  anyone  who  may  be 

able  to?  I want  to  do  this  for  Pohlin,  primarily, 
’cause  1 know  what  it  would  mean  to  her,  and  secondly, 
to  fulfill  a request  from  the  Royes  who  have  done  so 
much  for  I H B,  and  who  would  derive  such  pleasure  in 
making  Pohlin  happy.  She  has  talked  about  it  so  much 
to  them  - and  this,  Nella,  they  cannot  buy  for  her, 
or  I am  sure  they  would II  ^ 


DR  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON 
COUNSEL 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  ESQ 
JOHN  H.  FINN,  ESQ. 

PETER  J.  SALMON 

Ex«cutlv«  Director 


SERVICE  BUREAU  FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 


Serving  Kings,  Queens,  hlassau  and  Suffolk 


TRUSTtCS 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS 

Honorary  President 

HENRY  S.  CONOVER 
President 
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57  WILLOUGHBY  STREET 
BROOKLYN  1,  NEW  YORK 
Telephone  MAin  4-5152 


JOHN  E.  McKEEN 
Vice-President 

MILTON  T.  VANDER  VEER 
Vice-President 

ANDREW  S.  ROSCOE 
Treasurer 

JOHN  H.  FINN 
Secretory 


I hope  you’ll  understand  my  asking  this 
of  you.  For  myself,  I'd  never  do  it,  Nella,  but 
for  Pohlin,  I had  to  try!  She  is  a most  worthwhile 
young  lady!  One  you  too  would  enjoy  knowing. 


DAVID  J.  ASKIN,  JR. 

HENRY  J.  BENISCH 
LEON  W.  BENTLEY 
ROBERT  M.  BURKE 
DUNCAN  CRANFORD 
ADOLPH  GOLDBERG 
ROBERT  L.  GORDON 
OLIVER  B.  JENNINGS 
MATTHEW  C.  JONES 
JOSEPH  A.  KAISER 
DR.  JOHN  B.  KING 
MORRIS  KIRSCH 
WILBUR  A.  LEVIN 
HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRICK 
JOHN  H.  NICHOLSON 
WALTER  OBERSTEBRINK 
JOHN  A.  PATERSON 
DR.  JACOB  PHILIP  RUDIN,  RABBI 
WILLIAM  H.  SASSO 
HARRY  R.  SOCOLOF 
JOHN  H.  THATCHER 
DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD 
RT.  REV.  MSGR.  WILLIAM  J.  WALSH 
DR.  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON 


You  can  well  imagine 
be  awaiting  your  reply.  Isn't 
Hempshire?  We  ' ve  never  had  a 
to  date. 


how  anxiously  I will 
it  very  cold  in  New 
winter  so  "snowless” 


V/e  could  not  get  Anne  Bancroft  - her 
schedule  in  "The  Devil"  was  in  conflict  with  the 
time  of  our  meeting.  The  play  has  since  closed, 
to  her  illness. 


due 


Speaking  of  "snowless"  weather,  I don't 
believe  you  ever  wrote  whether  or  not  you  enjoyed  the 
copy  of  "Snowflake"  that  I sent  to  you  some  time  ago. 
Have  you  been  able  to  read  it? 


Must  close  and  get  to  some  office 
pondence.  Dear  me,  it  is  already  10  P.M. 

G'Nite 


Fondly, 


corres- 


COUNSCl 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  ESQ. 
JOHN  H.  FINN,  ESQ. 


VS:mim 
Enc . 


PETER  J.  SALMON 

Executive  Director 


Since 


1893 

the  ^nstitutefor  ^elping  the0lind 

to  Help  Themselves 


li  k ()  W N 


I 1\  I ^ providence,  Rhode  Island  • 02912 


THE  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 


27  January  1966 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

Snowville,  New  Hampshire  03877 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Your  letter  of  December  31  together  with 
the  two  Helen  Keller  volumes  addressed  to 
Mr.  Stoddard  has  come  to  my  attention,  as 
Mr.  Stoddard  is  no  longer  on  our  staff, 
having  resigned  to  become  Assistant  Lib- 
rarian of  the  Houghton  Library  at  Harvard 
on  September  1. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  have  these  two  volumes 
for  the  Harris  Collection  and  particularly  to 
find  that  the  Helen  Keller  Anthology  is  auto- 
graphed by  the  compiler. 


Sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs.)  Christine way 

Special  Collections  Librarian 


CDH:kf 


mericau  Foil ndat ion  forfkeBlbid,  Inc 


HKLKN  A.  KKU.ER.  L.it.o..  t.L. 
CoH7\Hclor,  National  and 
Intc.rnalional  Uclationa 
EUSTACE  SKLIGMAN 


Secretary 
J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 


Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 
JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 


Treasurer 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 


/’resident 

GEORGE  F.  MEYER 


Vice-President 
RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 


Executive  Director 


N Ew  Outlook  for  the  Blind 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  iOOJJ 
Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 

Cable  Address:  Foutxdation,  New  York 


February  4,  1966 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  Hermey 
Snowville,  N.H.  03877 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  article  on  Anne  Sullivan  Macy.  Both 
Mr.  Liechty  and  1 are  most  pleased  with  it  and  feel  that  it  is  extremely 
well  done. 

We  will  send  you  proofs  of  it,  probably  about  the  first  of  March. 

All  authors  automatically  receive  two  copies  of  the  journal  and  fifty 
reprints  of  their  articles. 

Again  may  I tell  you  how  much  we  like  the  article  and  how  much  we 
appreciate  it. 


Sincerely  yours, 
^ - 


(Mrs.)  Patricias.  Smith 
Managing  Editor 


SERVICE  BUREAU  FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 

Serving  Kings,  Queens,  Nassau  and  Suffolk 


TkUSTllS 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS 

Honorary  Prosident 

HENRY  S.  CONOVER 
Prosident 


Nella,  dear  Nella: 
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February  7tb,  J966 


JOHN  E.  McKEEN 
Vice-President 

MILTON  T.  VANDER  VEER 
Vice-President 

ANDREW  S.  ROSCOE 
Treosurer 

JOHN  H.  FINN 
Secretary 


DAVID  J.  ASKIN,  JR. 

HENRY  J.  BENISCH 

LEON  W.  BENTLEY 

ROBERT  M.  BURKE 

DUNCAN  CRANFORD 

ADOLPH  GOLDBERG 

ROBERT  L.  GORDON 

OLIVER  B.  JENNINGS 

MAHHEW  C.  JONES 

JOSEPH  A.  KAISER 

DR.  JOHN  B.  KING 

MORRIS  KIRSCH 

WILBUR  A.  LEVIN 

HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRICK 

JOHN  H.  NICHOLSON 

WAITER  OBERSTEBRINK 

JOHN  A.  PATERSON 

DR.  JACOB  PHILIP  RUDIN,  RABBI 

WILLIAM  H.  SASSO 

HARRY  R.  SOCOLOF 

JOHN  H THATCHER 

DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD 

RT  REV.  MSGR  WILLIAM  J.  WALSH 

DR  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON 


I chuckled  when  I opened  your  letter 
and  found  your  check.  It  brought  to  mind  an  incident 
of  several  years  ago.  I made  a decision,  one  morning, 
to  give  up  my  volunteer  work  of  door  to  door  bell- 
ringing  for  "March  of  Dimes,  Cancer,  Heart,  Muscular 
Dystrophy"  etc.  My  reason  for  this  was  that  my 
reputation  for  "collecting"  had  become  so  well  known, 
that  my  neighbors  knew  I "wanted"  something  whenever 
I approached  them. 


So  it  must  be  with  youi  I wanted 
no  money,  Nella  - - I wanted  a "favor." 

Yes,  Pohlin  Chan  is  the  young  lady 
who  had  so  much  publicity  a few  years  back,  I asked 
for  the  favor  on  her  behalf.  There  would  be  ^ 
problem  in  buying  anything  in  ink-  print,  I'd  have 
anything  put  into  braille  that  she  wanted,  so  that 
would  be  no  problem!  But  Nella,  she  yearns  for  some- 
thing of  Helen  Keller's  which  is  now  Helen  Keller's. 
Some  books  Miss  Keller  has  read  and  no  longer  wants  - 
something  that  Helen  Keller  has  owned,  touched  and 
used!  Something  given  to  her  by  Helen  Keller  - her 
ideal  - the  woman  she  wants  most  to  be  like,  when 
she  grows  up! 


My  hope  was  that  perhaps  you,  being 
so  close  to  Miss  Keller,  could  possibly  present  this 
keen  desire  of  Pohlin  Chan  to  her. 


COUNSEL 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  ESQ. 
JOHN  H.  FINN,  ESQ. 

PETER  J.  SALMON 
Executive  Director 


Nella,  I love  hearing  from  you!  You 
bolster  my  confidence  so,  in  my  relationship  to  our 
son  - - in  the  decisions  I have  to  make. 


SERVICE  BUREAU  FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 

Serving  Kings,  Queens,  Nassau  and  Suffolk 


TRUSTCeS 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS 

Honorary  President 

HENRY  S.  CONOVER 
President 

JOHN  E.  McKEEN 
Vice-President 

MILTON  T,  VANDER  VEER 
Vice-President 

ANDREW  S.  ROSCOE 
Treasurer 

JOHN  H.  FINN 
Secretary 


DAVID  J.  ASKIN,  JR. 

HENRY  J.  BENISCH 
LEON  W.  BENTLEY 
ROBERT  M.  BURKE 
DUNCAN  CRANFORD 
ADOLPH  GOLDBERG 
ROBERT  L.  GORDON 
OLIVER  B.  JENNINGS 
MATTHEW  C.  JONES 
JOSEPH  A.  KAISER 
DR.  JOHN  B.  KING 
MORRIS  KIRSCH 
WILBUR  A.  LEVIN 
HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRICK 
JOHN  H.  NICHOLSON 
WALTER  OBERSTEBRINK 
JOHN  A.  PATERSON 
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Only  you  can  write,  ”We  are  living 
in  a fairyland  of  snow  and  ice”  - - all  I think  of 
is  ’’shoveling  myself  out”  to  keep  appointments  for 
I H B.  Perhaps  with  the  passing  of  years  (I)  I too, 
may  arrive  at  your  way  of  thinking. 

Really  love  you  and  your  way  of 

thinking. 


So  much  warmth  and  affection. 


VS:mrm 


7 


Mrs.  Nella  B,  Henney 
Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire  #03877 


P.S.  Am  returning  your  check.  Thank  you. 


DR.  JACOB  PHILIP  RUDIN,  RABBI 

WILLIAM  H.  SASSO 

HARRY  R.  SOCOLOF 

JOHN  H.  THATCHER 

DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD 

RT.  REV.  MSGR.  WILLIAM  J.  WALSH 

DR.  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON 


COUNSEL 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  ESQ. 
JOHN  H.  FINN,  ESQ. 

PETER  J.  SALMON 
Executive  Director 


Since  1893 

the 


0 


nstitute 


for  Qelping  the0lind 


to  Help  Themselves 


THE  MATILDA  ZIEGLER  MAGAZINE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


HOWARD  M.  LIECHTY,  Managing  Editor 


MONSEY,  NEW  YORK  • Areo  Code  914  Elmwood  6^719 


February  17,  1966 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


De-.r  Mrs.  Henney: 

I must  write  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to 
you  for  the  excellent  article  you  prepared,  at  my 
Initial  request,  for  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  com- 
memorative issue  of  the  New  Outlook  for  the  Blind. 
Mrs.  Pat  Smith,  who  is  now  the  editor,  kindly  sent 
me  a copy  to  read. 

Your  choice  of  the  earlier  years  of  Arjiie’s 
life  for  the  subject  of  the  article  is  the  most 
happy  one  I can  imagine.  Mrs.  Smith  plans  to 
use  it  as  the  lead  article — perfect. 

One  never  fails  to  feel  deep  stirrings  of  the 
imagination  when  one  remembers  Annie’s  early 
life,  and  fiction  could  hardly  conjure  up  the  like- 
lihood of  findirg  in  Tewksbury  the  miracle  worker, 
with  her  handicaps,  that  she  was;  and  in  the  pres- 
ent setting,  again,  your  article  serves  superbly. 

I believe  you  will  be  pleased,  when  you  read 
the  commemorative  issue  of  the  New  Outlook,  as  I 
have  done  in  manuscript,  at  the  honor  that  is  done 
to  her  memory. 

Thank  you! 


Publiihvd  monthly  by  lh«  Matilda  ZiagUr  Publiihing  Company  for  th»  Blind,  Inc.  In  thr««  editions;  Broille,  New  York  Point  and  Moon  type. 
Founded  1907,  in  New  York,  by  Mrs.  William  Ziegler  ond  now  maintained  by  her  endowment  for  free  distribution  to  blind  persons  onywhere. 


Very  sincerely. 


Howara  m.  uiecnry 


American  Foundation  for  the  Blind , Inc 


HKKKN  A.  KKLUOU,  l.u.d.,  ll.d. 
Coxit\KvloT,  Nntirnuii  nvd 
/ )itrrnnlioiinl  ICcUiUons 

p:ustack  skmgman 

Chairjnan,  Hoard  of  Truntr.cn 
JANSKN  NOYES.  JR. 


PrcHident 

(JEORGE  V.  MEYER 


Vicr-Presidrnt 
RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
Secretary 
J.  P.  MORfJAN.  II 


Treasurer 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


New  Outlook  for  the  Blind 


J5  West  16th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  iOOJJ 
Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 


Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


March  4,  1966 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville 

New  Hampshire  03877 
Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Enclosed  is  the  galley  of  your  article  for  the  April  issue  of  the  New  Outlook.  The 
mails  were  delayed,  and  I just  got  the  copy  today.  The  galleys  should  be  returned 
as  soon  as  possible.  I have  not  even  read  the  galleys  myself,  yet.  Would  you  look 
it  over  and  call  me  collect  Monday  or  Tuesday  morning. 

Would  you  pay  particular  attention  to  the  italicized  footnote,  which  explains  who 
you  are.  I prepared  this  out  of  information  we  had  here,  and  I have  some  doubts 
about  its  accuracy.  Any  comments  or  changes  will  be  most  welcome. 


Sincerely  yours. 


(Mrs.)  Patricias.  Smith 
Managing  Editor 


PSS:mg 


Enclosures  - 4 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


I 

Mrs.  Nella  Brcddy  Henney  i 

Snowvilie,  New  bampsMre 


I 


PLEASE  MAIL  RESPONSE  TO 
The  President’s  Committee  on  Employment 
of  tlie  Handicapped 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  20210 

Washington  Area  Invitees  May  Telephone 
Government  Code:  110-3402 
Direct  Dial:  961-3402 


BROWN  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 

PROVIDENCE,  RHODE  ISLAND 

Mrs.  Keith  Henney 


On  behalf  of  the  Corporation  of  Brown  University, 
I have  the  honor  to  make  grateful  acknowledgment  of 
your  gift  of 

The  Song  of  the  Stone  Wall,  by  Helen  Keller, 

New  York,  1910;  Double  Blossoms.  Helen  Keller  Anthology. 
compiled  by  Edna  Porter,  New  York,  1931, 
autographed  by  the  compiler. 


to  the  Library  of  the  University, 


March  fourteenth 
19  6 6 

Harr  i Col  lect  i . >n 
of 

American  Poetry  and  Play-. 


MAin  4-5152 


Tke  Industrial  Home  for  tire  Blind 

57  Willoughby  Street,  Brooklyn,  New  York  11201 

John  F.  Brady,  Executive  Director  Pe.er  J.  Salmon,  Administrative  Vice  President 


March  11,  1966 


OFFICERS 

Henry  S.  Conover 
Honorary  President 

Louis  C.  Wills 
Honorary  President 

Dr.  Alfred  Grant  Walton 
Honorary  Vice  President 

John  H.  Finn 
President 

John  E.  McKeen 
Vice  President 

William  H.  Sasso 
Vice  President 

Milton  T.  Vender  Veer 
Vice  President 

Andrew  S.  Roscoe 
Treasurer 

Wilbur  A.  Levin 
Secretory 

TRUSTEES 

David  J.  Askin,  Jr. 

Henry  J.  Benisch 
Leon  W.  Bentley 
Duncan  Cranford 
Norman  Gessley 
Adolph  Goldberg 
Oliver  B.  Jennings 
Matthew  C.  Jones 
Joseph  A.  Kaiser 
Dr.  John  B.  King 
Morris  Kirsch 
Henry  Logan 
Joseph  D.  McGoldrick 
John  H.  Nicholson 
Walter  Oberstebrink 
John  A.  Paterson 
Rabbi  Maurice  H.  Schatz 
Bernard  A.  Schmitt 
Harry  R.  Socolof 
John  H.  Thatcher 
Msgr.  William  J.  Walsh 

COUNSEL 

Corner,  Finn, 

Froeb  & Charles 


Louis  C.  Wills 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Hennay 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  friend  Nella: 

I want  to  be  sure  that  you  know  we  would  love  to  have  you  as  our 
guest  on  the  occasion  of  the  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration 
Memorial  Banquet,  which  will  take  place  at  the  Connnodore  Hotel, 
Lexington  Avenue  & U2nd  Street,  New  York  City,  on  April  lU,  1966,  in 
the  Windsor  Ballroom  at  7:30  P.M.  The  occasion  will  bo  informal  as 
to  dress.  There  will  be  a cocktail  party  at  6:30  P.M. 

I hope  that  you  have  received  from  one  of  our  mailings  the  schedule 
of  events,  particularly  the  one  relating  to  the  Memorial  Service  at 
the  Washington  National  Cathedral,  to  take  place  on  Sunday  morning, 
April  17,  1966,  at  11:00  A.M.  If  you  find  that  you  can  attend,  we 
would  see  that  you  have  a ticket  (or  tickets,  if  you  will  be  accom- 
panied by  friends)  to  the  reserved  section.  This  is  going  to  be  a 
beautiful  ceremony,  and  I think  that  Ed  Wateriiouse  is  probably 
writing  to  you  concerning  it. 

I would  appreciate  knowing  if  we  can  be  of  any  service  to  you  in 
connection  with  your  attendance  at  any  of  the  events.  One  of  the 
most  significant  of  these  will  be  the  presentation  of  an  award  to 
Robert  J.  Smithdas,  Associate  Director  of  the  IHB  Deaf-Blind 
Department.  He  is  being  named  Handicapped  American  of  the  Year 
by  the  President’s  Committee  on  Employment  of  the  Handicapped. 
Usually,  at  this  occasion  either  the  President  or  the  Vice-President 
makes  the  presentation.  The  meeting  starts  at  9^00  A.M.  on  April  28, 
and  usually  the  presentation  ceremony  takes  place  around  11:00  A.M. 

We  are  setting  up  a special  brochure  with  respect  to  your  beautiful 
eulogy  regarding  Anne  Sullivan.  It  is  one  of  the  finest  tributes 
ever  made  to  a human  being. 

This  Joint  educational  project  of  Perkins  and  IHB  is  really  moving 
along  now  and  we  are  having  a wonderful  response  from  all  over 
America  and  many  of  the  foreign  countries.  Many  of  the  Goyemors 
and  others  have  expressed  great  interest,  and  we  are  sure  it  will 
result  in  many  proclamations  made  by  the  various  Governors  on  behalf 
of  Anne  Su3J_ivan  on  the  occasion  of  the  Centennial. 

With  all  good  wishes,  and  hope  we  will  have  the  great  pleasure  of 
greeting  you. 


PJS:md  1866  — Anne  Sullivan  Centenr^dinin£y%ir$!tlVe)i'Viee4Pl5a8ident 

to  honor  the  memory  of  Anne  Sullivan  by  telling  what  her  life's  work  means  today  to  deaf-blind  people  the  world  over 

jointly  sponsored  by 


The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 

Brooklyn,  New  York 


Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 

Watcrlown,  Massachusetts 
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..  A4eiiiiich  Fracnkel 
(Pocket  Book,  75  cents  each); 
Yanks  Don’t  Crt.  by  Martin 
Boyle  (Pocket  Book,  50  cents). 

Reprints.  The  ARCHiTBcrruRi  of 
H.  H.  Richardson  and  His  Times. 
by  Henry-Rus.sell  Hitchcock 
(M.  I.  T.  Press.  Cambridge. 
Mass..  $3.95):  Man's  STSUikUa 

FOR  Shelter  in  an  Urbanizing 
World,  by  Charles  Abrams 
(>I.  I.  T.  Press.  $2.45) : BBiNn 
AND  Nothingness,  by  Jean-Paul 
Sartre,  translated  with  an  In- 
troduction by  Hazel  E.  Barnes 
(Washington  Square  Press,  90 

Anne  SulHv^Award^ (jb^ 
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To  Nine  for  Aid  to  Blind 


Gold  medals  were  awarded  to 
nine  persons  at  a dinner  here 
Thursday  night  commemorat- 
ing the  lOOth  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  Anne  Sullivan,  who  was 
; Helen  Keller’s  teacher, 
j A series  of  commemorative 
’events  is  being  held  this  year 
under  the  joint  sponsorship  of 
■the  Industrial  Home  for  the 
Blind  in  Brooklyn  and  the  Per- 
|kins  School  for  the  Blind  in 
[Watertown,  Mass. 

1 The  awards  presented  la.st 
i night  at  a banquet  at  the  Com- 
imodore  Hotel  honored  individ- 
|uals  for  services  on  behalf  of 
■deaf-blind  adults  and  children. 

I The  Anne  Sullivan  commemo- 
jrative  medals  were  presented  to 
iMiss  Annette  B.  Dinsmore,  Her- 
[bert  R.  Brown,  Dr.  Leonard  M. 
lELstad.  Dr.  Marshall  S.  Hester, 
John  P.  Mungovan,  Arthur  R. 
Sculthorpe.  J.  M.  Wooly  and  Mr. 
,and  Mrs.  Oscar  Roye.  ‘ 


trat 


THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES  4/17/66 


The  Miracle  Worker 


Service  for  Helen  Keller’s  Teacher 
Points  Up  Needs  for  the  Deaf-Blind 


HOWARD  A.  RUSK,  W.D. 


This  morning  at  eleven  o’clock 
a‘  special  service  in  honor  of 
the  memory  of  Anne  Sullivan 
will  be  held  at  Washington 
National  Cathedral. 


iThe  service  is  a part  of  the 
Amie  Sullivan  Centennial  Com- 
memoration being  sponsored  by 
the  Perkins  School  for  the 
Hind,  Watertown,  Mass.,  and 
the  industrial  Home  for  the 
Blind  in  Brooklyn. 

.As  Helen  Keller's  teacher 
from  1866  to  1936,  when  she 
died.  Miss  Sullivan  left  a legacy 
of.-  immeasurable  value  to  the 
loneliest  people  in  the  world 
tfie  5,000  deaf-blind. 

,By  bringing  Miss  Keller  out 
of  her  prison  of  despair  and 
frustration.  Miss  Sullivan,  who 
married  John  A.  Macy,  a liter- 
ary critic,  in  1904,  truly  accom- 
plished a miracle.  This,  however, 
was  not  her  only  achievement 
and  contribution.  She  became 
one  of  the  rare  persons  in  his 
tory  whose  life  was  devoted  to 
the  service  of  the  deaf-blind. 

Lack  of  Diagnosis 
tTnfortunately,  there  are  still: 
niany  people  who,  even  today, 
dft.not  realize  the  potentials  of 
tl^e  tragically  disabled  individ- 
uals. 

As  a result,  deaf-blind  chil- 
dii^n  are  sometimes  diagnosed 
aft,  severely  mentally  retarded 
^.emotionally  disturbed  or  are 


states  and  three  foreign  coun- 
tries enrolled  in  the  program, 
which  goes  back  to  1837. 

Perkins  also  has  the  only 
teacher-training  program  for 
instructors  of  the  deaf-blind  in 
the  world.  This  program  runs  in 
conjunction  vrith  Boston  Univer- 
sity and  has  trainees  from 
throughout  the  world.  Grad- 
uates of  the  program  now  staff 
six  other  schools  for  deaf-blind 
children. 

They  are  the  New  York  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  New  York; 
the  California  School  for  the 
Blind,  Berkeley:  the  Michigan 
School  for  the  Blind,  Lan.sing; 
the  Illinois  Braille  and  Sight 
Saving  School,  Jacksonville;  the 
Washington  State  School  for 
the  Blind,  Vancouver,  and  the 
Alabama  Institute  for  the  Deaf 
and  Blind,  Talledega. 

The  leading  organization 
working  with  deaf-blind  adults 
and  their  problems  is  the  Indus- 
trial Home  for  the  Blind  in 
Brooklyn. 

Dr.  Peter  J.  Salmon,  the 
administrative  vice  president, 
first  became  interested  in  the 
deaf-blind  more  than  50  years 
ago  when  he  was  a student  at 
the  Perkins  School.  After  grad- 
uation, he  stayed  and  worked 
with  deaf-blind  pupils  for  two 
years. 

Later,  with  the  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind,  an  agency 
providing  many  services  to 
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(3]  BIOGRAPHY — Docunnent«]r  > 

Plunged  into  darkness  before  she  j 
was  two  by  an  Illness  which  left  her 
deaf  and  blind,  Helen  Keller  has 
lived  in  a world  of  light  created  by 
her  enthusiasm  for  everything 
around  her.  Mike  Wallace  narrates 
the  story  of  her  life — her  education 
under  her  teacher  and  companion, 
Anne  Sullivan,  and  her  work  as  a lec- 
turer and  a crusader  for  other  handi- 
capped people. 
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FROM:  COMMUNITY  RELATIONS  DEPARTMENT 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 

IMFO'MEMO 

You  supply  the  "Info"  - We  supply  the  "Memo" 


For  Week  Ending  April  10,  1966 


Monday,  h/h  Sundown  today  begins  the  Jewish  Passover,  Happy  Passover  I 

Tuesday,  h/^  MRS.  DANIELS,  Instructor,  and  six  student  nurses  from  Creedmoor 

9:30  A.M.  State  Hospital,  Queens  Village,  will  visit  the  Institute  of  Re- 

Habilitation  in  Jamaica,  and  will  meet  with  M.  DAVID  HAllILTON- 
Jones, 


Thursday,  h/7 
6:00  P.H. 


Fbiday,  U/8 
9:30  A.M. 


1:00  P.M. 


Sunday,  U/lO 


MISS  NAMOY  BOGESS,  Regional  Librarian  at  the  Library  of  Congress 
in  Washington,  will  visit  the  Nassau-Suffolk  Braille  Library  and 
Museum  in  VJest  Hempstead  and  confer  with  MS.  HARRIET  NASH, 

M.  SAiiUEL  R.  COHEN,  of  the  Rebecca  Lerner  Foundation,  will  make 
a well  worthwhile  presentation  of  a Therma  Form  and  Large  Type 
Typewriter  to  the  Braille  Library,  MAJOR  JOHN  F.  BRADY,  MS, 
VIRGINIA  SCHAROFF,  and  members  of  the  Library  will  be  there  to 
accept, 

M.  LOUIS  J.  3ETTICA,  M.  EARL  BRAWNER,  of  IH3,  and  M.  ROBERT 
BRAY,  of  the  Library  of  Congress  in  Washington,  will  be  inter- 
viewed by  M,  BOB  DAULTON  on  Radio  Station  WTOP  in  Washington, 

D.  C. 

M.  BERDELL  H.  WURZBURGER,  Orientation  and  Mobility  Specialist 
at  San  Francisco  State  College,  San  Francisco,  California,  will 
visit  the  Institute  and  observe  our  Mobility  Training  Program 
with  available  personnel, 

GOOD  FRIDAY.  IHB  offices  will  be  closed  at  1:00  p.m.  (no  lunch 
hours ) . 

EASTER,  May  the  promises  and  blessings  of  Easter  be  fulfilled 
for  all. 


During  the  past  week  we  were  pleased  to  have  DR.  SADAKA  IMAMURA  and  M.  SHTMIHA, 
from  Japan,  visit  with  us.  They  conferred  with  DR,  PETER  J.  SALMON,  M,  LOUIS  J. 
BETTICA,  M.  JOHN  SUMMERS,  and  Iffi.  DAVID  HAMILTON- JONES . M.  SHU  JURA  brought  a 
film  on  the  education  and  training  of  deaf-blind  persons  in  Japan,  which  we  enjoyed 
very  much. 


IHB  CLUB 


U/6  Social  Hour,  Game  Room, 
h/ 9 Bingo , 


ACTIVITIES 

RESIDENT  HOME 

U/3  Games,  Hobbies. 
U/7  Games. 


(OVER) 


HESITANT  HOME  COMTIMUED 


h/8  Easter  Show  at  Radio  City, 

Music  Hall. 

U/10  Annual  Easter  Dinner, 

BURRVJOOD  -ACTIVITIES 

h/h  Women's  shuffleboard  tournament  v/ith  the  Cold  Spring  Harbor 
Fire  Department  Ladies'  Auxiliary, 
ii/5  Clipper  Club  Monthly  Meeting. 

h/6  Students  from  the  first  and  second  grades  of  Lloyd  Harbor 
School  will  tour.  Women's  Club  Meeting.  MR.  TOM  STALLONE 
will  present  a musical  program, 

VlO  MISS  THEDA  SHORE  and  MR;  MICHAEL  BASSIN  vd.ll  present  a 
program  of  spiritual  songs. 

CONGRATULATIONS  ' 

Our  congratulations  to  MR.  and  lES . GIORGE  ANDREADIS  on  the  birth  of  a son,  NIKCS 
DAVID,  on  Monday,  March  28th,  weighing  7 pounds  and  h ounces.  Mother  and  baby  are 
doing  fine.  MR.  AI®READIS  is  our  Sales  lianager, 

ANNE  SULLIVAN 

A nniversary  of  a century,  the  time  of  her  parting 

N ame  her  "Savior  of  the  Blind  - The  work  she  was  starting 

N ote,  April  lUth,  and  remember  the  day 

(To  help  the  deaf-blind  - - Anne  Sullivan  did  pray). 

S aintly  trying  to  do  what  she  can 
U ntiring  vjork  for  her  felloxjman 
L ingering  not,  to  live  a life'  of  ease 
L onging  that  Helen  Keller  would  answer  - she'd  tease 
I nterested  in  results  and  the  joy  she  would  get 

V enturing  forth,  to  greet  the  challange  she  met 

A nniversary,  on  April  lUth,.we  shall  -always  keep 
N ever  forgetting  the  pleasures  - her  teachings  do' reap. 

Rev,  Jerry  S,  Nussbaum 

mCOME 

We  are  pleased  to  have  with  us  Iffi.  JOHN  MUtVIHILL,  of  New  Jersey,  who  will  be  doing 
his  field  work  with  the  Community  Relations  Department,  *MR.  MULVIHILL  ccmes  to  us 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  New  Jersey  Commission  for  the  Blind, 

CONVALESCING 

MR.  JOSEPH  KLEIN  is  now  out  of  the  hospital  and  recuperating  at  the  IHB  Residence, 
520  Gates  Avenue,  Brooklyn, 

Our  deepest  sympathy  to  MRS.  CESSIE  BAKER,  Cook  at  our  520  Gates  Avenue  Facility, 
cn  the  loss  of  her  mother,  MRS.  NATTIE  ROBINSON,  on  Saturday,  March  26th.  Funeral 
services  were  held  on  Wednesday,  March  30th.  MRS.  BAKER  resides  at  207  MacDonough 
Street,  Brooklyn, 


/ 
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ANNE  SULLIVAN  CENTENNIAL  COMMEMORATION  - APRIL  14,  1966 


to  honor  the  memory  of  Anne  Sullivan  by 
telling  what  her  life's  work  means  today 
to  deaf-blind  people  the  world  over. 


ANNE  SULLIVAN  - Helen  Keller's  "TEACHER"  1866-1936 


TEACHER  of  one  of  the  most  outstanding  deaf-blind  personages  of  all  time. 

Life  of  selfless  dedication  and  love  to  Helen  Keller. 

The  story  of  her  triumphant  communication  break-through  with  Helen  Keller  was  told 
in  the  motion  picture  "The  Miracle  Worker." 

Anne  Sullivan,  whom  Helen  Keller  always  referred  to  as  TEACHER,  is  one  of  the  very 
few  persons  in  history  whose  life  was  one  of  devoted  service  to  the  deaf-blind. 

* * * 

Deaf-blind  persons,  both  children  and  adults,  form  what  is  perhaps  the  most  neglected 
group  in  the  United  States.  Through  the  joint  efforts  of  IHB  and  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind,  it  is  hoped  to  draw  attention  to  the  deaf-blind  by  commemorating  on 
April  14,  1966,  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Anne  Sullivan. 


* it 

PERKINS  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Watertown,  Massachusetts 

Department  for  educating  deaf-blind  children  is  the  largest  in  the  world. 

Teacher  training  program  for  teachers  of  the  deaf-blind  is  the  only  one  in  the  world. 

First  Perkins  director.  Dr.  Samuel  Gridley  Howe,  personally  taught  Laura  Bridgman, 
the  first  deaf-blind  child  to  be  formally  educated. 

Anne  Sullivan  sent  from  Perkins  to  educate  Helen  Keller. 


INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Brooklyn,  New  York 

Leading  organization  in  this  country  in  work  for  deaf-blind  adults. 

Work  with  deaf-blind  goes  back  over  50  years. 

Founded  in  1945  the  Special  Services  for  the  Deaf-Blind. 

In  1962  established  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Service,  a regional  rehabilitation 
service  for  deaf-blind  people,  serving  fifteen  states,  sponsored  by  the 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  Administration. 


ANNE  SULLIVAN  (1866-1936)  --  TEACHER  to  Helen  Keller  (1887-1936) 


The  Legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan 


Few  people  have  the  opportunity  of  affecting  times  in  which  they 
live.  Fewer  still  leave  a legacy  which  inspires  and  challenges  those 
who  follow.  Anne  Sullivan,  Helen  Keller's  beloved  "Teacher,"  is  one 
who  did . 

By  bringing  Helen  out  of  her  prison  of  despair  and  frustration, 
she  accomplished  what  has  been  called  a "miracle."  If  she  had  done 
no  more,  she  would  have  been  assured  a footnote  in  history.  Her  ex- 
ample still  would  have  challenged  others  to  push  into  unknown  areas 
of  reaching  through  deafness  and  blindness  to  understanding  and  com- 
munication . 

Anne  did  more.  She  became  one  of  the  few  people  in  history  whose 
life  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  deaf-blind.  Helen  herself  said 
that  whatever  success  in  life  she  may  have  achieved  in  the  face  of 
severe  physical  disability  really  belonged  to  her  "Teacher."  Anne 
sought  no  credit,  even  denied  it.  For  nearly  sixty  years  her  self- 
less service  to  Helen  Keller  played  its  part  in  the  many  ways  in 
which  Helen  Keller  was  able  to  assist  the  deaf,  the  blind,  and  those 
who  are  both  deaf  and  blind  in  this  country  and  around  the  world . 

Today,  Anne  Sullivan  is  the  inspiration  for  those  who  work  with 
the  deaf-blind  in  any  capacity.  To  read  "Teacher,"  Helen  Keller's 
own  book  about  Anne,  or  Nella  Braddy's  book,  "Anne  Sullivan  Macy," 
is  to  know  that  Anne's  accomplishments  were  not  a "miracle."  They 
were  rather  the  results  of  courage,  determination  and  inspiration 
from  a person  in  whose  being  was  found  a rare  alchemy  of  background, 
personality,  talents,  and  common  sense.  She  was  the  right  person, 
perhaps  the  only  person,  for  the  tough  job  that  needed  to  be  done. 

The  raw  drama  of  how  a twenty-one  year  old  girl  broke  through 
the  barrier  of  deafness  and  blindness  to  the  child  Helen  was  told  in 
the  play  and  movie  "The  Miracle  Worker."  The  drama  is  further 
heightened  when  we  know  she  was  the  product  of  a childhood  of  ab- 
ject poverty  and  stark  terror,  a recent  graduate  of  the  Perkins 
School  for  the  Blind,  and  only  recently  partially  liberated  from 
blindness  by  an  eye  operation.  But  to  read  further  about  Anne  - 
to  know  the  years  that  followed  - is  to  know  that  this  was  a person 
gifted  in  many  ways,  a warm  human  being  whose  vision  of  what  was  to 
be  accomplished  was  always  clear. 

In  Anne  were  the  qualities  sought  today  in  those  who  work  with 
the  deaf-blind.  She  was  a person  with  a deep  sense  of  human  under- 
standing who  observed  people  and  how  they  learned  and  then  applied 
this  knowledge  to  her  special  need.  A person  with  a willingness  to 
experiment.  She  read  everything  she  could  about  what  others  had 
done.  When  these  methods  didn't  work  for  her,  she  looked  for  new 
ways  to  reach  her  goal . 
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Anne  Sullivan  was  a person  who  recognized  the  importance  of 
the  individual  and  was  determined  that  Helen  would  not  become  a re- 
flection of  herself.  At  the  same  time  she  recognized  the  impor- 
tance of  her  own  individuality.  Although  in  one  sense  Anne  gave  her 
whole  life  to  Helen,  she  never  surrendered  her  own  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  a human  being. 

Anne  Sullivan  was  a person  who  was  thorough.  This  quality  is 
evident  through  her  whole  life.  It  was  more  than  patience,  more 
than  just  Irish  stubbornness . She  clung  to  a high  standard  of  per- 
formance in  spite  of  easy  ways  which  were  sometimes  offered. 

Anne  was  above  all  an  honest  person.  She  realized  how  easy 
it  is  to  exaggerate  the  accomplishments  of  the  deaf-blind;  but  also 
how  easy  it  is  to  deprive  a deaf-blind  person  and  his  teacher  of 
due  credit  for  what  they  have  accomplished.  Anne  tried  hard  to 
walk  the  middle  line . She  frequently  saw  to  it  that  people  under- 
stood just  what  Helen  Keller's  accomplishments  were,  but  deplored 
anything  which  she  considered  was  an  exaggeration. 

Anne  Sullivan's  legacy  is  great.  We  honor  her  for  bringing  the 
wonderful  personality  of  Helen  Keller  out  of  despair  and  frustration. 
We  honor  her  for  herself.  The  work  being  accomplished  with  deaf- 
blind  adults  and  children  today  would  not  be  possible  if  it  were  not 
for  the  pioneering  and  inspiration  of  Anne  Sullivan. 

Anne  Sullivan  has  shown  the  way.  Yet,  the  deaf-blind  - 
partly  because  they  are  a small  group  - are  still  terribly  neglected 
in  both  the  United  States  and  overseas . 

If  the  legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan  is  to  be  fully  realized,  it  is 
vitally  necessary  to  educate  the  American  public  concerning  the  prob- 
lems of  the  deaf-blind.  They  must  learn  that  deaf-blind  children 
can  be  educated.  They  must  learn  that  deaf-blind  adults  are  capable 
of  leading  normal  productive  lives . To  bring  hope  to  the  thousands 
still  shut  out  of  the  mainstream  of  life  by  deafness  and  blindness 
would  be  the  realization  of  the  legacy  of  Anne  Sullivan. 


Robert  M.  Campbell 
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April  lii,  1966 


Miss  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snovrville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella, 

I am  writing  this  letter  particularly  today  because  it  is  the  anni- 
versary of  our  beloved  friend,  Anne  Sullivan-Macy.  I am  doing  so 
just  before  going  to  New  York  to  attend  the  seminar  and  the  banquet 
tonight,  which  is  the  IHB  testimonial  to  Anne  Sullivan, 

We  had  a lovely  day  yesterday  at  Perkins.  The  teachers  of  deaf-blind 
persons  were  duly  honored.  Tonight  we  will  honor  the  administrators 
who  have  contributed  toward  service  to  deaf-blind  persons.  Then,  on 
Sunday,  as  you  know,  we  will  be  heading  for  V/ashington  and  the  memorial 
service  at  the  Cathedral,  Here  we  will  honor  eight  deaf-blind  persons 
who  have  achieved  in  varying  degrees.  They  are  a wonderful  group  of 
fine  individuals.  I am  sure  that  the  memorial  service  will  be  beautiful 
and  a fit  tribute  to  a very  great  lady, 

I am  sending  to  you  several  of  the  pamphlets  which  contain  your  beau- 
tiful eulogy  to  Anne  Sullivan.  You  will  note  that  there  is  a brief 
article  by  Dr.  Waterhouse  relative  to  Anne's  early  days. 

I am  also  sending  a pamphlet  which  has  some  clips  from  THE  MIRACLE 
WORKER.  It  was  donated  to  us  by  the  New  City  Printing  Company,  Union 
City,  New  Jersey.  They  have  furnished  2,000  copies,  a thousand  of 
which  we  have  shared  with  Perkins,  This  was  arranged  by  Brother  Matthew, 
who  is  the  instructor  at  Cardinal  Spellman  High  School  in  New  York  City, 
where  they  have  put  on,  during  the  past  year,  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  as  a 
part  of  their  dramatical  class  work. 

I am  enclosing  a copy  of  the  April  Outlook  and  a copy  of  the  IHB  REPORT- 
ER. These  are  just  scxne  of  the  many  pamphlets  and  publications  that 
have  been  issued  in  connection  with  the  Commemoration, 
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Since  I know  you  are  so  interested,  I am  also  enclosing  a copy  of 
COLl^BIA  which  has  a two  million  circulation.  This  you  will  note 
has  an  article  on  Mr.  Robert  J.  Smithdas  in  connection  with  the 
award  he  is  to  receive  on  April  28. 

Maybe  it  has  been  a long  time  coming,  but  I think  before  the  Centen- 
nial year  is  over  many  millions  of  people  throughout  the  world  are 
going  to  know  better  and  appreciate  more  the  work  of  Anne  Sullivan 
and  her  beloved  pupil  and  devoted  friend,  Helen  Keller.  This  is  a 
whole  lot  different  from  the  situation  which  has  existed  in  the  past. 

My  fondest  hope  is  that  we  will  not  only  be  able  to  give  great  honor 
to  Anne  Sullivan  but  also  to  make  the  public,  and  particularly  agencies 
for  the  blind  and  other  agencies,  aware  of  the  real  potential  that 
deaf-blind  persons  have  for  achievement.  You,  yourself,  have  been  a 
very  important  part  of  all  for  good  that  has  happened  for  deaf-blind 
persons . 

Affectionately, 

Peter  J.  Salmon 
Administrative  Vice-President 
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New  Outlook  for  the  Blind 


IS  West  16th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  1001 1 
Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 

Cable  Address:  F oundation.  New  York 


April  15,  1966 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire  03877 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  your  suggestion  of  sending  copies  of  the  New  Outlook 
to  Miss  Keller.  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  I had  thought  of  the 
idea,  earlier  in  the  day  that  your  letter  arrived. 

Mr.  Barnett  has  sent  copies  of  the  braille  and  inkprint  editions. 

I want  to  express  again  my  thanks  for  doing  the  article,  and  you  will 
be  receiving  the  reprints  in  the  next  couple  of  weeks. 


Sincerely  yours , 


(Mrs.)  Patricia  S.  Smith 
Managing  Editor 
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ARCAN  RIDGE 
WESTPORT,  CONN. 


April  19,  1966 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 


Here  I am  again  - 

Mr.  Milton  T,  Stauffer's  letter  of  April  7th  reached  Arcan 
three  days  a^o  - Inerror,  postman  deposited  at  wrong  house. 
They  were  away  and  as  soon  as  they  check^mail  dropped  it  at 
Arcan. 

Miss  Helen  remembers  him,  but  called  him  Dr.  and  do  you  know 
if  there  wesesoraething  about  their  trip  to  Japan  that  might 
in  some  way  tie  in  with  this  gentlemen.  From  what  Miss  Helen 
told  me  when  I mentioned  this  letter  - gives  me  tlris  reaction. 
Perhaps  you  know  him  and  might  answer,  or  let  me  have  your 
help  on  it 2 

Ian  F.  Scott  Pearson  - Would  you  know  this  man?  There  are 
some  photographs  (small)  taken  before  I came  - they  could 
have  a facsimile  of  Miss  Helen's  autograph  and  sent  if  you 
feel  it  advisable? 

Just  now,  all  is  well  at  Apcan  and  hope  this  is  true  at  N.H. 


Sincerely, 

Vhnnie 


The  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration 


to  be  jointly  sponsored  by 


The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 
57  Willoughby  Street 
Brooklyn,  New  York  11201 

and 

Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Watertown,  Massachusetts  02172 


so  MUCH  FOR  SO  LITTLE  . . 


. . . THAT  MEANS  SO  MUCH 


Even  in  this  age  which  knows  Helen  Keller,  there  are  many  who  are  skeptical 
about  the  value  of  educating  deaf-blind  children.  "What  can  you  possibly 
do,"  people  ask,  "for  children  who  cannot  see  and  cannot  hear?" 

The  answer,  of  course,  is  different  for  every  child;  no  two  are  even  remotely 
alike.  As  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the  Lantern . some  whom  we 
accept  in  our  Deaf-Blind  Department  have  considerable  hearing  and  vision,  but 
even  those  who  are  alike  in  their  profound  deafness  and  complete  blindness 
differ  widely  in  ability,  personality  and  outlook. 

There  are  some  things,  indeed,  and  important  things  they  are,  that  we  can 
give  all  our  deaf-blind  children.  These  include  a sense  of  belonging,  a hope, 
a pride  of  accomplishment,  however  humble;  some  means  of  communication,  how- 
ever rudimentary.  Everyone  can  be  helped  to  a higher  level  of  self-care. 

Above  this,  most  of  the  children  can  acquire  an  education  of  varying  amounts, 
with  levels  of  communication  to  match.  Many  will  go  as  far  as  the  fifth  or 
sixth  grade--a  level  which  is  considered  a reasonable  goal  for  many  deaf 
pupils,  who  do  not  have  any  additional  handicaps  to  overcome.  Others  proceed 
to  junior  and  senior  high  school.  Virtually  all  are  educationally  retarded; 
that  is,  they  work  at  levels  they  would  have  reached  at  a younger  age  had  it 
not  been  for  the  loss  of  their  senses. 

Among  students  in  our  Deaf-Blind  Department,  only  Helen  Keller  (Radcliffe 
College,  B.A.)  and  Bob  Smithdas  (Saint  John's  University,  B.A.  cum  laude; 

New  York  University,  M.A.)  graduated  from  college. 

The  number  of  deaf-blind  boys  and  girls  who  do  not  proceed  to  college  but  do 
acquire  independence  are  greater,  but  still  a small  minority.  A much  larger 
number  are  partially  self-supporting,  and  there  are  some  who  are  wholly 
dependent  on  relatives  or  public  agencies  for  their  maintenance. 

Financial  independence  is  not  the  only  measure  of  happiness  and  success. 
Everyone  of  our  former  pupils  is  more  closely  in  touch  with  his  family, 
friends  and  community  as  a result  of  being  with  us . In  many  cases  they  have 
been  brought  out  of  a murky  and  silent  loneliness  to  enjoy  rich  contacts  with 
the  world . 
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Every  step  that  each  deaf-blind  child  has  taken  has  been  at  a great  cost. 

With  almost  unbelievable  persistence,  teacher  and  pupil  have  worked  toward  a 
more  meaningful  relationship,  have  struggled  with  each  word's  formation,  each 
word's  sound,  and  each  word's  meaning.  The  meaning  of  words,  the  creation  of 
thoughts,  the  expression  of  emotions,  all  of  them  are  hard  won  in  countless 
hours  of  striving,  frustration,  concentration,  repetition,  disappointment  and 
triumph  in  which  both  teacher  and  student  participate. 

Not  all  our  children  have  the  ability,  the  stamina  or  the  character  to  reach 
full  independence,  but  as  with  all  of  us,  it  is  not  how  far  we  go  that  is  the 
true  measure  of  success  and  satisfaction,  but  how  near  we  approach  to  our 
maximum  potential;  how  well  we  struggle  to  attain  it.  Only  when  it  is  unmis- 
takably clear  that  the  latest  step  forward  that  a child  has  taken  is  truly 
the  highest  step  he  is  capable  of  taking  should  his  education  be  ended. 

In  each  journey  toward  the  summit  with  our  deaf-blind  children,  every  step 
demands  so  much  in  human  effort  and  financial  cost  that  it  is  right  that  it 
should  be  constantly  evaluated.  But  each  step  successfully  taken  brings  a 
new  measure  of  freedom--of  manhood  and  womanhood.  Helen  Keller,  when  writing 
of  her  early  progress,  called  herself  "Phantom,"  an  unreal  being,  until  Anne 
Sullivan  "gave  me  my  soul."  Then  she  became  a real  person,  identifiable 
indeed  as  HELEN.  No  step  which  leads  this  way,  however  short  it  be,  is  a 
small  one,  and  no  price  too  high  to  pay  for  its  accomplishment. 


Edward  J.  Waterhouse,  Director 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 

Reprinted  from  the  Perkins  Lantern 
March  1964 


IHB'S  REASON  FOR  INTEREST,  AFFECTION  AND  GOOD  WILL 
TOWARD  THE  NAME  ANNE  SULLIVAN 


Since  its  earliest  days  of  work  with  and  for  blind  persons,  the 
IHB  has  had  a profound  interest  in  deaf-blindness.  After  working  with 
deaf-blind  persons  at  Perkins  as  a graduate  student,  Dr.  Peter  J.  Salmon, 
now  Executive  Director  of  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  has  spent 
the  past  forty-eight  years  in  a gradual  effort  to  introduce  services  for 
deaf-blind  persons  into  the  IHB  program  and,  in  cooperation  with  the 
World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  throughout  the  world. 

Much  of  the  basic  work  that  made  it  possible  for  IHB  to  render  out- 
standing service  was  begun  by  Anne  Sullivan  in  her  early  work  with  Helen 
Keller.  "Teacher,"  as  she  has  become  known  throughout  the  world,  brought 
to  Helen  Keller  the  vitality  and  meaning  of  the  world  about  her,  and 
served  as  an  example  for  dedicated  workers  and  volunteers  at  IHB. 

After  years  of  experimentation,  the  IHB  established  its  formal  pro- 
gram of  services  to  deaf-blind  men  and  women  on  June  27,  1945,  Helen 
Keller's  sixty-fifth  birthday,  with  Helen  Keller  herself  officiating  at 
the  inauguration  of  the  program.  The  principles  which  Anne  Sullivan  had 
established  were  introduced  into  the  IHB  program  and,  finally  in  1962, 
a grant-in-aid  was  received  from  the  United  States  Vocational  Rehabili- 
tation Administration  to  conduct  special  studies  concerned  with  deaf- 
blindness. The  IHB  named  its  new  service,  which  was  planned  as  a 
regional  program  of  service  to  the  deaf-blind,  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy 
Service  for  Deaf-Blind  Persons.  This  program,  now  the  largest  of  its 
kind  in  the  United  States,  serves  deaf-blind  adults  through  a variety 
of  services  carried  forward  by  specialized  personnel. 

We  believe  that  none  of  this  would  have  been  possible  without  the 
pioneering  work  of  Anne  Sullivan.  We  also  believe  that  she  should  be 
honored  on  the  centennial  anniversary  of  her  birth,  April  14,  1966. 

We  welcome  the  opportunity  to  join  with  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
of  Watertown,  Massachusetts,  in  presenting  Anne  Sullivan  to  the  world 
in  a broad  plan  of  public  education  in  order  to  promote  the  widest 
possible  recognition  of  the  great  contribution  made  by  Anne  Sullivan, 
and  to  put  in  proper  perspective  the  image  of  deaf-blind  persons  and 
their  ability  to  be  brought  into  the  whole  stream  of  community  life. 


George  E.  Keane,  Assistant  Director 
The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 


DOUIJI^KUAY  & C'OMPAXY.  IXC.  Publishers 


277  PARK  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK, N.Y.  10017  TEL:212  TA  6-2000 


April  20,  1966 


Dear  Brother  Matthew: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  March  30th  letter. 

We  do  appreciate  your  interest  in  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy.  We  have  investigated  the  possibility  of  re- 
issuing this  book  in  hardcover,  and  it  simply  isn't 
practical.  We  also  have  attempted  to  get  a new 
paperback  edition,  but  that  hasn't  worked  out 
either.  However,  we  will  keep  trying.  Meanwhile, 
thank  you  so  much  for  your  letter. 


Sincerely, 


Ken  McCormick 


Brother  Matthew 
Cardinal  Spellman  H.  S. 
1991  Needham  Avenue 
Bronx,  N.  Y.  10466 
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Today  is  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Anne  Sullivan  whose 
pioneering  enterprise  of  "reaching"  that  wilful,  unruly,  and  untaught  deaf- 
blind  Keller  child  made  history.  What  Anne  Sullivan  did,  those  many  years 
ago  in  Alabama,  not  only  gave  the  world  Helen  Keller  as  a person  of  great 
consequence,  but  left  a legacy  of  hope  and  promise  for  countless  others 
without  sight  and  hearing.  Much  of  what  Is  being  done  these  days  on  behalf 
of  hundreds  of  deaf-blind  men,  women,  and  children  is  based  on  the  brave 
and  successful  undertakings  of  Anne  Sullivan. 

It  is  in  memory  of  that  wonderful  woman  and  in  gratitude  for  her  priceless 
legacy  that  this  anniversary  is  being  celebrated.  Anne  Sullivan  would  not 
approve  of  a series  of  honorory  events,  but  she  would  much  appreciate  the 
true  significance  of  the  centennial  commemoration  in  which  The  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind  has  joined  with  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind.  Its  every 
aspect  is  planned  to  further  the  interests  of  deaf-blind  persons.  One  intention 
is  to  heighten  public  awareness  of  their  presence,  their  problems,  and  their 
potentials.  Another  is  to  promote  professional  understanding  and  attention, 
and  to  further  progressive  work  in  the  field. 


ANNE  SULLIVAN 

CENTENNIAL  AWARDS 

Honoring 

Presenting 

Herbert  R.  Brown 

Annette  B.  Dinsmore 

Dr.  Leonard  M.  Elstad  .... 

Dr.  Marshall  S.  Hester  .... 

John  P.  Mungovan 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oscar  Roye  . . . 

Arthur  R.  Sculthorpe,  M.B.E.  . . 

J.  M.  Woolly 

PROGRAM 

MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES Henry  Viscordi,  Jr. 

Cho/rmon,  Governor'*  Comm»7/ee  on  "Employ  the  Handicapped" 

NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

INVOCATION Rev.  Alfred  J.  Weinlich 

Cof/iofic  Gu//d  for  the  Blind 

WELCOME Dr.  Peter  J.  Salmon 

Administrative  Vice  President, 
The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  MAYOR  . . . 

The  Hon.  William  C.  Moltison 

Commissioner,  Deportment  of  Public  Works 

GUEST  SPEAKERS 

Dr.  Edward  J.  Woterhouse 

Director,  Perfcins  School  for  the  Blind 

Dr.  Mary  E.  Switzer 

Commissioner,  U.S.  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Administration 

PRESENTATION  OF  ANNE  SULLIVAN  CENTENNIAL  AWARDS 


CLOSING  REMARKS  AND  ANNOUNCEMENTS 


John  F.  Brady 

EvecutiVe  Director. 
The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind 
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IS  WEST  ISth  street 
NEW  YORK  II.  N.  Y. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


June  3,  1966 


Mr.  John  C.  Maish 
Volunteer 

Clovernook  Home  and  School  for  the  Blind 
6990  Hamilton  Avenue 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45231 

Dear  Mr.  Maish: 

Your  letter  to  Mr.  Barnett  was  sent  on  to  me  for  answering. 

You  have  the  permission  of  the  New  Outlook  for  the  Blind 
for  exerpting  the  article,  "Annie  Sullivan--A  Teacher's  Preparation. 
However,  I would  be  grateful  if  you  would  ask  Mrs.  Henney  for 
her  permission.  Her  address  is  Snowville,  New  Hampshire. 

Sincerely  yours , 


(Mrs.)  Patricia  S.  Smith 
Managing  Editor 


PSS:  mg 

cc:  Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 

Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


BOARD  or  TRUSTEES 


Clovernook  /Home  and  School  for  the  Blind 

/ 6990  Hamilton  Avenue 

( Cincinnati,  Ohio  45231 

I Telephone  522-3860 

I Area  Code  513 

May  27,  1966 


Mr.  M.  Robert  Barnett, 
Editor-ln-Chlef , 

The  New  Outlook  Magazine 
15  Weot  l6th,  3t. 

New  York,  N,  Y.  10011 


Samuel  Benedict 
Pfevdent 

Murray  Seatongood 
Vice  Prendent 
Mrs  Frank  D.  Conroy 
Vice  President 
Thomas  W.  Earls 
Vico  President 
Henry  P.  Andrews 
Treasurer 


Slarbuck  Smith.  Jr, 

Secretary 
Florence  B.  Trader 
President  Emeritus 
Paxton  and  Seasongood 
Attorneys 

WOMEN  S COOPERATIVE  BOARD 

Mrs.  Frank  D.  Conroy.  Chairmar) 

Mrs.  Marston  Allen 

Mrs.  Roger  W.  Clark 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  P.  Crew 

Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Earls 

Mrs.  John  M.  Garber 

Mrs.  Burton  Garrison 

Mrs,  Frederick  V.  Geier 

Mrs.  Mark  P.  Herschede 

Mrs.  Howard  C.  Ives 

Mrs.  William  McO.  Kite 

Mrs.  Lawrence  M.  Levine 

Mrs.  Edward  S.  Manogue 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Pugh 

Mrs.  Starbuck  Smith 

Mrs.  Starbuck  Smith,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Hulbert'Taft 

Wilmer  M.  Froistad 
Executive  Director 


Dear  Mr.  Barnett: 


Here  at  Clovernook,  as  you  probably  know,  we 
publish  and  print  In  Braille,  a magazine  for  young  people  8-l6 
known  as  Juvenile  Braille  Monthly. 

In  the  May  Issue  of  the  New  Outlook  there  Is 
a splendid  article  by  Nella  Braddy  Henney  on  Annie  Sullivan.  It 
contains  Just  the  things  we  try  to  give  our  young  readers  In 
Juvenile  Braille  Monthly.  As  a volunteer  here  I try  to  get  s short 
biographical  sketch  each  month  for  our  readers  to  encourage  them 
to  go  ahead  with  their  education  and  create  for  themselves  a happy 
and  successful  life. 

We  should  like  permission  to  use  parts  of  this 
article  on  Annie  Sullivan.  We  would  shorten  It  and  simplify  It  a 
little  but  would  certainly  want  to  retain  Its  fine  understanding 
of  this  great  person. 

If  you  can  help  us  we  shall  be  grateful. 


, Sincerely  yours,  . 

( John  C.  Malsh 
^ Volunteer  . 

May 
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Helen  Keller  Week 

Key  Biscay ne.  .May  2j  (Special) 
— Pre.sident  \ixon  today  declared 
Sunday  the  be>rinning  of  'H^en 
Keller  Memorial  Week  “during 
which  we  may  give  special 
thought  to  the  needs  of  our  coun- 
trymen who  are  handicapped  by 
the  loss  of  sight  and  hearing.” 

— Frank  Van  Riper 


news,  FRIDAY.  MAY  30.  1969 


Clovernook  /Home  and  School  for  the  Blind 


6990  Hamilton  Avenue 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  45231 

Telephone  522-3860 
Area  Code  513 


June  9,  1966 


Mrs,  Nella  Braddy  Henney, 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire, 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
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President 
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Vice  President 
Mrs.  Frank  0.  Conroy 
Vice  President 
Thomas  W,  Earls 
Vice  President 
Henry  P.  Andrews 
Treasurer 


Starbuck  Smith.  Jr. 

Secretary 
Florence  B.  Trader 
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Paxton  and  Seasongood 
Attorneys 

WOMEN'S  COOPERATIVE  BOARD 

Mrs.  Frank  D.  Conroy,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Marston  Allen 

Mrs.  Roger  W.  Clark 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  P.  Crew 

Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Earls 

Mrs.  John  M.  Garber 

Mrs.  Burton  Garrison 

Mrs.  Frederick  V.  Geier 

Mrs.  Mark  P.  Herschede 

Mrs.  Howard  C.  Ives 

Mrs.  William  McD.  Kite 

Mrs.  Lawrence  M.  Levine 

Mrs.  Edward  S.  Manogue 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Pugh 

Mrs.  Starbuck  Smith 

Mrs.  Starbuck  Smith,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Hulbert  Taft 

Wilmer  M.  Froistad 
Executive  Director 


Dear  Mrs,  Henney: 


In  the  May  issue  of  the  New  Outlook  you  contributed  a fine  article 
on  "Anne  Sullivan  - A Teacher’s  Preparation”,  ¥e  wrote  to  Mrs, 
Patricia  Smith,  Managing  Editor  and  asked  permission  to  use  this  in 
our  Braille  magazine,  "Juvenile  Braille  Monthly",  She  replied  we 
had  permission  from  the  magazine  but  asked  us  to  get  in  touch  with 
you  and  gert  your  permission  as  well. 

Since  our  magazine  goes  to  children  and  young  people  in  the  8-16 
bracket  we  might  have  to  simplify  some  of  the  phrases  and  words  but 
we  would  certainly  retain  the  spirit  and  understanding  of  your  work. 
We  plan  to  use  it  in  two  installments. 

These  articles  about  blind  people  who  have  had  successful  and  useful 
lives  are  prepared  for  our  young  readers  to  encourage  them  to  keep  on 
with  their  education  and  prepare  themselves  for  worthwhile  work  in  a 
business  or  profession. 

If  you  can  help  us  we  shall  be  grateful, 

.Sinrcer^y  yours,/ 

/John  C,  Maish  (Volunteer) 

ESTABLISHED  IN  1903  BY  GEORGIA  D.  AND  FLORENCE  B.  TRADER 
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AGAWAM.  MASS. 
TEL.  RE  7-080A 


522  SPRINGFIELD  STREET 
FEEDING  HILLS.  MASS. 


Jixne  27,  1966 


1-Iiss  Helen  Keller, 

Arcan  Ricige, 

Easton,  Connecticut. 

1-^  clear  lliss  Keller, 

One  hundred  years  ago  this  past  April  l^h,  Anne  Sulli'van  was  bom  in  FeecJing  Hills 
Masaebusetts  - a town  -whicdi  is  the  location  of  my  church. 

On  the  12th  of  that  month  I recjuested  of  our  board  of  Selecrtmen  that  a suitable 
momument  be  pla.ced  to  her  memory  in  FeecJing  Hills  on  the  site  of  the  Sullivan  homestead. 
The  Selectment  appointed  me  as  Chairman  of  this  caranittee . 

I am  now  recjaesting  of  you  any  information  you  might  have  regarding  Anne  Sullivan 
or  any  material  that  could  be  placed  in  the  memorial  cabinet  'W'hich  •will  probably  be 
located  in  -the  town  hall.  Tour  r^ily  to  this  •will  be  much  appreciated. 

May  I take  this  occasion  to  -wish  you  a Most  Happy  Birthciay  and  to  tell  you  that  I am 
one  of  the  millions  of  persons  ^o  hold  you  in  affection  and  hipest  esteem.  1-Iay  God 
Bless  3TCU  for  the  inspiration  ycu  have  been  to  so  countless  many. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


I 


ST.  DAVID’S  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

AGAWAM,  MASSACHUSETTS 


REV.  JOHN  S.  TYLER,  vicar 


CHURCH 


56  REED  STREET  522  SPRINGFIELD  STREET 

AGAWAM.  MASS.  FEEDING  HILLS.  MASS. 

TEL.  RE  7-980A 


July  Ih,  1966 


Ilrs.  llella  Braddy  Henney, 

Snoirvillo , liew  Hampshire, 

Dear  I-irs.  Henney, 

Thanl^  you  for  your  letter  of  Juljr  6th. 

ive  p’-opose  a cabinet  to  be  attached  to  the  wall  in  our  tomi  hall  - 

in  this  cabinet  Tje  would  like  to  have  aiiy  1-dnd  of  letter  from  Hiss  Keller 

any  piece  of  paper,  book,  manuscriipt  or  etc.  that  ihme  Sullivan  used  in  her 
teaching  method  or  any  articles  that  depicts  the  association  of  these  ti-io  people. 

If  vre  could  have  some  type  of  letter  addressed  to  our  memorials  committee  from 

1'i.ss  Keller,  it  T-rould  be  read  at  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the  monument 

or  placque  to  Anne  Sullivan.  This  would  be  a letter  of  greeting  and  T-rould  be  a 
treasured  momento  of  the  occasion. 

The  Selectmen  of  jlgawam  have  appointed  3 persons  to  sei*ve  on  the  Anne  Sullivan 
memorial  committee;  Rev.  John  S.  Tyler 

I-Ir.  Ricliard  Taylor 
1-Irs,  3dith  LaErancis 

If  I can  be  of  any  further  help,  kindly  adviso.  The  carfimittee  ^.-rould  certainly 
irant  you  present  at  the  dedication  of  the  memorial  aiid  you  -i-jill  be  advised  of  the  date. 


Sincerely, 


CARDINAL  SPELLMAN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

1991  NEEDHAM  AVENUE,  BRONX,  N.Y.  10466 


%!L 


CARDINAL  SPELLMAN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

1991  NEEDHAM  AVENUE,  BRONX,  N.Y.  10466  • TU  1-8000 


RIGHT  REV.  MSGR.  JOHN  P.  BREHENY,  Principal 

BROTHER  CASSIAN  GREGORY,  F.S.C.,  Principal,  Boys  Department 

SISTER  LORETTA  TERESA,  S.C.,  Principal,  Girls  Department 
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THE  HARTFORD  COURANT;  Tu.sd, 


Helen  Keller  Praised  In  Birthday  Wires  jj 


1 EASTON  (AP)  - Helen  Kel- 
ler, who  overcame  the  double 
j handicap  of  deafness  and 
blindness  to  dedicate  her  life  to 
helping  others,  marked  her  86th 
'birthday  quietly  and  happily 
I Monday. 

! A small  birthday  dinner  party 
attended  by  Miss  Keller’s  im- 
mediate family  and  a few 
friends  was  planned  at  Arcan 
Ridge,  her  home  in  rural  west- 
ern Connecticut. 

' Congratulatory  telegrams  and 
letters  were  received  from 
. friends  and  well-wishers 
throughout  the  nation. 

I Among  them  was  a letter 
ifrom  the  nation’s  First  Lady. 


I “A  long  time  ago  you  re- 
minded us  ‘Life  is  an  exciting 
business,  and  most  exciting 
when  it  is  lived  for  others,’  ” 
Mrs.  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  wrote.. 

“Your  life  could  hardly  be 
more  exciting,  for  over  all  its 
busy  decades  you  have  lived 
for  others  with  courage,  vigor, 
'and  endless  sparkling  shafts  of 
insight. 

“It  must  give  you  enormous 
satisfaction  to  be  able  to  look 
back  on  what  you  have  achieved 
which  iis  nothing  less  than  a 
Magna 'Carta  of  opportunity  for 
the  handicapped  in  America  and 
in  many  other  countries.’’ 

A birthday  cake  with  candles  | 


jwas  prepared  by  Miss  Keller’s 
cook  for  the  dinner  party.  Miss 
Keller,  as  in  previous  years, 
was  to  blow  out  the  cake’s 
candles. 

It’s  a Happy  Day 
“She’s  having  a lovely  day,” 
Mrs.  Winifrid  Corbally,  her  com- 
panion, said.  “She’s  just  very 
happy.  It’s  a happy  day.” 

Miss  Keller  was  bom  86  years 
ago  in  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  and 
became  deaf  and  blind  at  the 
age  of  19  months. 

Her  triumph  over  these  handi- 
caps brought  her  international 
renown  and  gave  inspiration  and 
hope  to  others  who  were  simi- 
larly afflicted. 


I Her  many  books,  as  well  as  ' 
the  movies  and  plays  based  i 
jujjon  her  life,  have  made  her', 
a symbol  of  the  achievements  * 
possible  to  a handicapped  per-  ^ 
son  in  the  face  of  great  odds.  F 
After  a long  and  active  career  c 
working  to  better  conditions  for  j 
the  blind  and  deaf.  Miss  Keller  j 
retired  to  her  home  in  the 
country.  ^ 

Her  brother,  Phillips  Brooks  j 
Keller,  and  his  wife  of  Dallas,  j 
Texas,  attended  the  birthday  j 
gathering.  s 

Mrs.  L.  Warren  Tyson  of 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  Miss  Keller's  s 
sister,  will  visit  her  later  In  the  \ 
year.  c 
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The  Miracle  Worker 


Service  for  Helen  Keller’s  Teacher 
Points  Up  Needs  for  the  Deaf-Blind 

noWABD  A.  KtJSK,  M.D.  i 

This  morning  at  eleven  o’clock  ^states  and  three  foreign  coun' 


a fT>eclal  service  In  honor  of 
the  memory  of  Anne  Sullivan 
will  be  held  at  Washington 
National  Cathedral. 


tries  enrolled  in  the  program, 
which  goes  back  to  1837. 

Perkins  also  has  the  only 
teacher-training  program  for 
instructors  of  the  deaf-blind  in 


The  service  is  a part  of  the  the  world.  This  program  runs  in 
Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Com-jconJimctionwithBo.stonUniver- 
memoration  being  sponsored  by] and  has  trainws  J^om 
the  Perkins  School  for  the ‘J»^o“ehout  the  world.  Grad- 
Blind.  Watertown.  Mass..  andiUat«so^  the  program  novv  staff 
the  Industrial  Home  for  the!S|x,?thcr  schools  for  deaf-blmd 


Blind  in  Brooklyn 

As  Helen  Keller’s  teacher 
from  1866  to  1936,  when  she 
died.  Miss  Sullivan  left  a legacy 
of  immeasurable  value  to  the 
loneliest  people  in  the  world — 
the  5,000  deaf-blind. 

By  bringing  Miss  Keller  out 
of  her  prison  of  despair  and 
frustration.  Miss  Sullivan,  who 
married  John  A.  Macy,  a liter- 
ary critic,  in  1904,  truly  accom- 
pli.shed  a miracle.  This,  however, 
was  not  her  only  achievement 
and  contribution.  She  became 
one  of  the  rare  persons  in  his- 
tory whose  life  was  devoted  to 
the  service  of  the  deaf-blind. 

Lack  of  Diagnosis 

Unfortunately,  there  are  still 
many  people  who,  even  today, 
do  not  realize  the  potentials  of 
thc.se  tragically  disabled  Individ- 
uals. 

As  a result,  deaf-blind  chil- 
dren are  sometimes  diagnosed 
as  severely  mentally  retarded 
or  emotionally  disturbed  or  are 
sent  to  institutions  that  have 
. none  of  the  specialized  services 
such  children  need. 

These  children,  however,  can 
be  educated.  They  can  be  taught 
to  care  for  themselves.  They 
can  learn  to  communicate,  and 
to  read  and  wiite  braille.  Some 
can  learn  to  speak. 

Adults  can  be  rehabilitated. 
Through  communication  tech- 
niques such  as  braille  and  the 
manual  alphabet,  they  can  be 
a part  of  the  world,  not  locked 
•i  out.  Many  can  also  learn  to 
use  special  devices  that  have 
been  developed  for  their  aid. 
Devices  such  as  a special  tele- 
phone enable  a deaf-blind  per- 
son to  “hear”  by  feeling  the 
vibration  of  Morse  code  that 
the  sender  uses.  The  deaf-blind 
person  can  then  respond  with 
speech.  Many  can  learn  new 
skills  and  become  self-sufficient, 
self-supporting,  respected  mem- 
bers of  society. 

Rubella  a Factor 

Because  of  the  large  number 
of  births  of  children  with 
rubella,  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease in  our  nation  of  young 
children  who  have  hearing  and 
seeing  defects.  The.se  are  chil- 
dren whose  mothers  contracted 
nibella,  popularly  known  as 
German  measles,  during  the 
first  three  months  of  pregnancy. 

With  an  increase  In  older 
population,  the  number  of  our 
aged  citizens  who  develop  the 
double  handicap  of  both  dcaf- 
ne.ss  and  blindne.ss  is  also  In- 
crca.slng. 

The  two  sponsoring  organifA- 
tlons  of  the  Anne  Sullivan 
Centennial  Commemoration  are 
tho  two  national  leaders  in 
services  for  the  deaf-blind. 

The  Perkins  School  for  the 
Blind  has  the  large.st  program 
for  educating  deaf-blind  chil- 
dren in  the  world.  Currently 


.there  arc  36  atudent*  from  18 1 and 


children. 

They  are  the  New  York  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind,  New  York; 
the  California  School  for  the 
Blind,  Berkeley:  the  Michigan 
School  for  the  Blind,  Lansing: 
the  Illinois  Braille  and  Sight 
Saving  School.  Jacksonville:  the 
Washington  State  School  for 
the  Blind,  Vancouver,  and  the 
Alabama  Institute  for  the  Deaf 
and  Blind,  Talledega. 

’The  leading  organization 
working  with  deaf-blind  adu’’ 
and  their  problems  is  the  Inou. 
trial  Home  for  the  Blind  in 
Brooklyn. 

Dr.  Peter  J.  Salmon,  the 
administrative  vice  president, 
first  became  interested  in  the 
deaf-blind  more  than  50  years 
ago  when  he  was  a student  at 
the  Perkins  School.  After  grad- 
uation, he  stayed  and  worked 
with  deaf-blind  pupils  for  two 
years. 

Later,  with  the  Industrial 
Home  for  tlie  Blind,  an  agency 
providing  many  seiwices  to 
more  than  6.000  blind  in 
Brooklyn,  Queens  and  Long 
Island,  he  realized  the  need  for 
services  to  adult  deaf-blind  a' 
well  as  children.  The  home,  wi. 
the  aid  of  a grant  from  the 
United  States  Vocational  Re- 
habilitation Administration,  now 
reaches  out  into  15  states  along 
the  Eastern  Coast. 

8 to  Be  Honored 

One  of  tile  highlights  of  tlie 
memorial  service  in  Washington 
this  morning  will  be  the  Anne 
Sullivan  Gold  Medal  Awards  to 
eight  deaf-blind  men  and  women 
who  have  become  self-support- 
ing, responsible  members  of 
their  communities. 

Among  tho.se  being  honored 
Is  Robert  J.  Smithdas  of  Brook 
lyn.  Last  year  Mr.  Smithdas 
was  named  “the  handicapped 
American  of  the  year”  by  the 
President’s  Committee  on  Em- 
ployment of  the  Handicapped. 

Mr.  Smithda.s,  who  received 
a ma.ster  of  arts  degree  in 
education  from  New’  York  Uni- 
versity in  19.'>3,  is  the  first 
deaf-blind  person  to  earn  a 
college  degree  since  Helen 
Keller. 

Just  as  Mi.ss  Sullivan  and 
Ml.ss  Keller  were  an  Inspiration 
to  others,  the.'e  eight  men  and 
women  are  both  In.splrations 
and  examples  to  other  deaf- 
blind. 

The  world  has  come  to  know 
M1.S.S  Sullivan  through  the  mag- 
nificent pl.ay  and  movie  “The 
Mlrarle  Worker.”  Her  accom- 
plishments were  not  a miracle. 
They  were  the  result.s  of  cour- 
age. determination,  In.spiration. 
personality,  talent.s  and  common 
sense. 

To  find  all  of  the.se  qualitie.s 
in  one  person  l.s,  in  a sense,  a 
miracle.  They  are  the  qualitie.s, 
however,  that  must  be  present 
to  some  degree  In  the  deaf-blind 


3n  owl  lie,  Nev  Ha^np  shire 
July  31,  1966 


Dear  Brother  Matthew, 


Thank  you  for  the  foto  copies  of  the  clippings. 

I had  not  seen  the  one  from  the  Hartford  Courant. 
It  Is  always  nice  to  hear  from  you. 

You  will  be  happy  to  know  that  the  toim  of  Agawam 
in  Mass.,  which  Includes  the  hamlet  of  Feeding 
Hllls^ls  working  on  a parnanent  memorial  to 
Annie  Sullivan.  It  Is  taking  the  form  of  a 
cabinet  In  the  Town  Hall,  filled  with  books,  etc. 
about  her  and  with  other  memorabilia.  It  cannot 
be  very  elaborate— Agawam  is  a small  town,  total 
population  a little  above  15,000— but  I think  It 
will  be  appropriate.  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
In  charge  Is  the  Rev.  John  S.  Tyler,  Vicar  of 
St.  David’s  Episcopal  Church  In  Agawam. 

This  has  been  an  extraordinarily  busy  summer. 

Our  little  town  (population  1311)  Is  celebrating 
Its  200th  birthday;  the  "summer  people"  vtio 
bring  our  population  up  to  about  300  have  J'^ined 
in  the  festivities  and  we  have  had  a number  of 
small,  but  very  satisfying  events. 

I hope  this  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  a 
happy  summer  for  you. 


Sincerely  yours. 


ST.  DAVID’S  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

AGAWAM.  MASSACHUSETTS 


REV.  JOHN  S.  TYLER,  vicar 


CHURCH 


56  REED  STREET 
AGAWAM.  MASS. 
TEL.  RE  7-9604 


S2a  SPRINGFIELD  STREET 
FEEDING  HILLS.  MASS. 


August  2,  1966 


dear  >Jrs.  Henney, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  July  20th.  Ibre  especially  our  thanks 
for  the  3 books:  one,  1-Iidstream  two.  Teacher  ( the  Introduction  of  this  book  being 
ESPECIAII.Y  vjeU  i-jritten  ) , three  Anne  Sullivan  1-Iacy.  They  are  an  invaluable  so-urce 
material.  I am  also  sending  for  the  brochure  material  mentioned  in  jrour  letter, 

Tb  would  especially  treasure  a letter  from  Helen  Kellecr  herself  - any  kind  of  letter 
that  mentions  Anne  Sullivan.  It  is  this  letter  that  we  plan  to  encase  in  our  tovm  hall. 
Frankly,  I would  greatly  treasure  a letter  frcan  Helen  Keller  myself,  but  do  not  w^nt  to 
overdo  our  asking. 

We  will  keep  you  informed  of  all  our  "doings."  Right  now  we  are  making  arrangements 
to  solicit  public  funds  for  our  memorial  placque. 

Again  thank  you  for  your  kindness. 


Sincerely  yours 


CARDINAL  SPELLMAN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

1991  NEEDHAM  AVENUE,  BRONX,  N.  Y.  10466  • TU  1-8000 


RIGHT  REV.  MSGR.  JOHN  P.  BREHENY,  Principal 

BROTHER  CASSIAN  GREGORY.  F.S.C.,  Principal,  Boys  Department 

SISTER  LORETTA  TERESA,  S.C.,  Principal,  Girls  Department 
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CARDINAL  SPELLMAN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

1991  NEEDHAM  AVENUE,  BRONX,  N.Y.  10466  • TU  1-8000 


RIGHT  REV.  MSGR.  JOHN  P.  BREHENY,  Principal 

BROTHER  CASSIAN  GREGORY.  F.S.C.,  Principal,  Boys  Department 

SISTER  LORETTA  TERESA.  S.C..  Principal.  Girls  Department 


\JL  tevdJi  ^ dfijA4^ 
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CxiaUX  Mwt^  S/iSAKcn*^, 
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id^iOAX^  ^ ^ 

MaJL  ^JIUm  Ci4yjb 

"VAUiaJ^  X, 

/(ric^ 

Mls^  Q/^  cJa^xiz  maM  -4^ 


One  of  the  most  memorable  of  Douglas’s  shows 
included  the  appearance  of  students  from  the 
Perkins  Institution  for  the  blind,  at  Watertown,  Mass. 
Observing  is  actress  Anne  Bancroft,  who 
starred  in  a play,  later  a movie,  about  the  teaching 
of  the  blind  and  deaf.  The  Miracle  Worker. 


END 
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AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 
15  WEST  16th  street,  NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y. 


TO 
FROM 
SUBJECT 


INTER-OFFICE  CORRESPONDENCE 


DATE 


/ / L 


SUBJECT  / (L-£J<1^ /^tTW-I  ' 

Ki_cl-V  Tv'-  Chl^u,  ^ ^ ia<sA^ 


^ ^ Lct>6-«i2  ^ ^ ^ 


SITc.  SfL-eji'/ciU^J  Or, Sin6,.^A 

^UrUe,r<o 


4.  60/^ 


- (jk4u  ui?  c.  Ti 


l-fvJb 


ifec-c  u-^,^  (aiM^cjl  ^ fSi 


(T 


tc»^i  Ts 


Wrvi/L^i/^ 


August  1966 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Some  time  ago  a doll  received  from  Ravis  Heller  to 
Miss  Helen  was  sent  to  Lady  Eleanor  M.  Baumgardner  for  her  famous 
doll  collection,  Mr  and  Mrs  Keller  were  here  at  the  time,  aaaix  the 
letteer  asking  for  a doll  was  received  by  Miss  Helen,  They  had  sent 
Miss  Helen  a doll  from  Texas  (Cowgirl  made  of  handerchiefs  and  very 
nice)  they  thought  it  would  be  nice  to  send  it  to  this  collection 
■jdiich  I did.  Now  Miss  Bumgardner  wants 

"in  writing  up  the  celebrities  for  my  doll  collection  book,  I should 
like  to  write  something  about  Miss  Helen  to  accompary  the  doll.  Would 
Miss  Corbally  be  able  to  send  me  some  material  containing  some  of  the 
many  higrlights  in  your  career?  I would  be  glad  to  return  anything  sent 
to  me  if  requested  to  do  so," 

that 

Can  you  give  me  a resume  XM  might  be  used  - signing  your  name  to  it? 


Winnie 


X 
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MINE  TO  KESP(HSNSN  KELLER) 


They  took  away  what  should  have  been  ray  eyes, 

(But  I remembered  Milton's  Paradise.) 

They  took  away  what  should  have  been  my  ears, 
(Beethoven  came  and  wiped  away  my  tears.) 

They  took  away  what  should  have  been  my  tongue, 
(But  I had  talked  to  God  when  I was  young.) 

He  would  not  let  them  take  away  ray  soul, 

^ a 

Posessing  that, I still  posess  the  whole. 

(From  the  Bible  Society  Record,) 

( Guideposts, September, 1964  ) 

MINE  TO  SHARE.  (BESSIE  A, THURSTON) 

The  gift  of  sight  was  mine  from  babyhood. 

Plus  both  the  power  of  hearing  bad  and  good. 

With  gift  of  speech  to  freely  use  at  will; 

They  all  met  challenges  of  hope  and  skill. . 

I was  one  more  in  God's  remembered  whole. 

To  gain  the  the  grant  of  His  eternal  soul.. 

My  thanks, Dear  God, that  you  have  given  me 
This  challenge  from  a sightless  one  to  see 

<2X\- 

'ifhat  I have  missed  in  searchi»i;  for  goal 

/ 

This  handl-capped-one  reached  through  dauntless  SOUL. 


BLANCHE  LEONARD 


September  3,  1966 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire  03877 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  August  23. 

I am  so  sorry  that  Miss  Keller  is  not  well,  and  that  I did  not  write 
sooner. 

I made  reference  to  a statement  in  the  Reader’s  Digest  (March,  1960), 
on  the  subject  of  immortality,  by  Miss  Keller.  I am  enclosing  a copy 
for  you. 

You  wrote:  “She  has  made  so  many  references  to  immortality  in  her 
writings...” 

Could  you  please  give  me  more  information  on  these,  since  I cannot 
get  a fresh  statement  from  her?  If  you  cannot  give  me  specific 
page  numbers  or  the  quotations  themselves  (which  would  be  wonderful), 
could  you  give  me  the  names  of  her  books  or  the  writings  to  which  you 
refer?  The  most  information  you  could  give  would  be  greatly  appre- 
ciated. 

Thank  you  so  much.  I will  look  foi^ward  to  your  reply. 


Sincprplv  voiirs 


Blanche  Leonard 
(Mrs.  Paul  Leonard) 


V. 


I Believe  in 


■2/’^..  ■=.  A./.'- 


Immortality 


A Symposium  compiled  by  Doron  K.  Antrim 


^ clen  Keller,  author;  lec- 
^ turer;  counselor,  Ameri- 

f can  Foundation  for  the 
QJ  \D  Blind: 

Being  blind  and  deaf  to  the  ma- 
terial world  has  helped  me  develop 
an  awareness  to  the  invisible,  spir- 
itual world.  I know  my  friends  not 
by  their  physical  appearance,  but  by 
their  spirit.  Consequently  death  docs 
not  separate  me  from  my  loved  ones. 
.\t  any  moment  I can  bring  them 
around,  me  to  cheer  my  loneliness. 
Therefore,  to  me,  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  death  in  the  sense  that  life 
has  ceased,  i*.'.:, 

Those  with  sight  so  often  put 
their  entire  trust  in  what  they  see. 
They  believe  that  only  material 
things  arc  real.  When  a loved  one 
dies  and  is  no  longer  seen,  they  lose 
their  contact.  Their  sense  of  the  un- 
seen is  tindevelopqd,  whereas  the 


inner  or  “mystic”  sense,  if  you  will, 
gives  me  vision  of  the  unseen. 

As  1 wander  through  the  dark,  en- 
countering difficulties,  I am  aware 
of  encouraging  voices  that  murmur 
from  the  spirit  realm.  I sense  the 
holy  passion  pouring  down  from 
the  springs  of  infinity^  Here,  in  the 
midst  of  everyday  air,  I sense  the 
rush  of  ethereal  rains.  I am  con- 
scious of  the  splendor  that  binds  all 
things  of  earth  to  all  things  of 
heaven.  Immured  by  silence  and 
darkness,  I possess  the  light  which 
shall  give  me  vision  a thousandfold  i 
• when  death'  sets  ' > /f"  ’ ' 


William  Dairadr,  MJP'V  iuie  de<Mi  ~ 
of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  Columbia  University: 

T^c  continued  influence  of  those 
departed  this  life,  and  the  sense  of 
reality  of  the  continuing  existence  of 


Reader’s  Digest,  March  1960. 


f ^ 1 


I 

I 


^ear  Ivlrs.  Henney  ; 

I 0.U  enclosine  an  added  extension  to  -ly  project  vhich 
you  a.d  your  friends  ^ay  exJoy  reading.  They  have  received 
a highly  favorable  and  a very  strong  historical  reaction 
ir-^i  Lie.  acustun  Jal-at,  nieoico’s  Lati^nal  director  of 

Tourisa. 

I hope  :ass  Keller  is  feelli.f  better,  ai.c  is  r.ov.  enjoying 
better  health. 

IC  yoe  do  enjoy  reedltr  the  ei  closed  v.orlc.  I =on  send 
you  30.10  ,uore  copies  for  distribution  to  your  friends. 

Cordially  Y-iurs, 


s . AjdJu  .L. 


I 


Louis  V.  Cutino 


TI£UANA 

(A  program  of  International  goodwill  and  understanding) 


Spring  Valley,  California 
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.Gtfi’ioTlInO  ,v‘'XXi*V 


DEDICATION 


TO  THE  ivIEMORY  OF  MY  FATHER  - A GENIUS 
i\aULTI-FORM  mOSE  SPIRIT  OF 
UNIVERSAL  LO’/E  V^'ILL  SATIATE 
THE  STARVING  HEARTS  OF  MEN 


All  rights  reserved  including  the  right  of 
reproduction  in  whole,  or  in  part,  in  any  form 


Copyright,  1966,  by  Louis  V.  Cutino 
36Z».L  S,  Bonita  St.,  Spring  Valley,  Calif 
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15  West  16th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10011 
Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 


Cable  Address:  Foutuiation,  Sew  York 


October  6 . 1966 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
Frost  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella: 

During  recent  weeks,  Jan  Noyes,  Jim  Adams,  and  Dick  Migel  have  reviewed 
again  the  details  of  planning  what  to  do  in  the  event  that  Helen  should  pass 
away.  So  far  as  I understand  her  present  condition,  this  is  not  in  any  way 
to  be  taken  as  meaning  that  such  a thing  is  imminent,  but  since  I know  you 
keep  in  touch  with  Winnie  Corbally  every  few  days,  I am  sure  you  are  as 
well  informed  as  anyone  about  the  situation. 

Over  the  next  few  days  I will  carry  out  Jan  Noyes'  reqaest,  based  on  his 
talk  with  the  other  men,  to  update  our  planning,  meaning  confirm  that  such 
matters  as  the  church  and  the  funeral  home  are  still  available  and  appropri- 
ate. In  going  over  our  various  outlines  of  agreement,  much  of  which  you 
had  a hand  in  developing,  we  brought  up  again  the  draft  of  an  obituary.  It 
was  revised  in  this  office  about  a year  ago,  and  is,  therefore,  essentially 
accurate  and  up  to  date.  I'm  not  sure  whether  you  saw  this  latest  editing 
and  Jan  and  I would  like  you  to  go  over  it  again.  I wonder,  for  example, 
whether  references  to  AFB  and  AFOB  are  a little  over  done,  and  you  might 
read  it  with  that  particularly  in  mind. 

I hope  this  finds  you  well  and  that  the  weather  in  your  mountain  country  is 
to  your  liking.  If  it  is  easier  for  you  to  react  by  telephone  than  by  writing, 
please  call  me.  Best  personal  regards. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


MRB/t 


M . Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


enclosure 

cc;  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 


James  S . Adams 
Richard  H.  Migel 


(over) 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
October  6 , 19  66 


2 . 


P.S.  Incidentally,  Jan,  Jim  and  Dick  believe  that  there  should  be  no 
honorary  pallbearers.  Their  opinion  reflects  that  which  I understand  was 
Helen's  herself  at  the  time  Polly's  death,  growing  out  of  the  feeling  that 
choosing  among  so  many  possible  ones  would  be  too  difficult  a task.  MRB 
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October  25 , 1966 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
Frost  Mountain 

Snowville,  New  Hampshire  9 38  77 
Dear  Nella: 

I have  just  discussed  the  question  raised  in  your  last  letter  with  Jan 
Noyes . 

It  is  his  feeling  that  a funeral  in  Westport  is  still  warranted  because 
of  Helen's  personal  friends  in  the  Connecticut  area  and,  in  addition, 
he  believes  this  question  was  already  discussed  by  her  family  and  it 
was  their  own  wish.  We  both  understand  the  point  you  made,  but  do 
not  feel  we  should  attempt  to  change  the  plan.  We  will  keep  you  in- 
formed about  details. 

Thank  you  for  the  editing  job  — the  amendments  you  suggested  have 
been  made  and  I now  have  a supply  of  the  updated  version  available 
in  my  office. 

Best  personal  regards. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRB/t 
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MORRIS  KIRSCH 
WILBUR  A.  LEVIN 


57  WILLOUGHBY  STREET 
BROOKLYN  1,  NEW  YORK 
Telephone  MAin  4-5152 

November  28th,  I966 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 


Dear  Nella: 


It’s  been  so  very  long  since  I have  written  you, 
and  believe  me,  it  was  not  because  you  have  not 
been  in  my  thoughts  - 'cause  you  had  to  be, 
since  your  name  has  been  on  my  tongue  so  frequently 
of  late. 


I want  to  know,  Nella  - how  are  you  feeling?  How  is 
Mr.  Henney?  Are  you  happy  that  you  made  the  move 
from  Garden  City?  Do  you  hear  from  Bertha?  Do  you 
see  the  young  man  to  whom  you  gave  the  '’2nd  house" 
(or  garage  - can’t  remember)  - to  make  into  a home? 

I miss  so  much  hearing  (even  so  lightly  covered)  of 
the  wonderfully  kind  things  the  Henney’ s do,  as  a 
matter  of  every-day  living. 


HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRICK 
JOHN  H.  NICHOLSON 
WALTER  OBERSTEBRINK 
JOHN  A.  PATERSON 
DR.  JACOB  PHILIP  RUDIN,  RABBI 
WILLIAM  H.  SASSO 
HARRY  R.  SOCOLOF 


I was  so  pleased  with  the  new  format  of  our  Reporter 
when  I s aw  its  content,  I Just  wanted  to  share  it 
with  you.  I have  asked  the  office  to  send  you  a copy 
of  Bob’s  new  book.  It  will  reach  you  in  due  time,  as 
it  Just  came  off  the  press. 


JOHN  H.  THATCHER 

DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD  We  have  been  so  very  busy  here  at  the  Libr  ary.  Do  you 

RT.  REV.  MSGR.  WILLIAM  J.  WALSH  remember  hovf  it  was  when  I first  met  you,  Nella?  In 
DR.  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON  retrospect,  it  was  so  small,  and  I then  thought  it  was 
couNscL  large.  Our  needs  seem  to  become  more  diverse  each 

day. 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  ESQ. 

JOHN  H.  FINN,  ESQ. 


PETER  J.  SALMON 

Executive  Director 


SERVICE  BUREAU  FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 

Serving  Kings,  Queens,  Nassau  and  Suffolk 


57  WILLOUGHBY  STREET 


BROOKLYN  1,  NEW  YORK 
Telephone  AAAin  4-5152 


JOHN  E.  McKEEN 
Vice-President 

MIITON  T.  VANDER  VEER 
Vice-President 

ANDREW  S.  ROSCOE 
Treasurer 

JOHN  H.  FINN 
Secretary 


DAVID  J.  ASKIN,  JR. 
HENRY  J.  BENISCH 
lEON  W.  BENTLEY 
ROBERT  M.  BURKE 
DUNCAN  CRANFORD 
ADOLPH  GOLDBERG 
ROBERT  L.  GORDON 
OLIVER  B.  JENNINGS 
MATTHEW  C.  JONES 
JOSEPH  A KAISER 
DR.  JOHN  B.  KING 
MORRIS  KIRSCH 
WILBUR  A.  LEVIN 


My  son,  in  his  3rd  year  at  school,  is  doing  nicely 
and  working  hard.  He  was  given  the  Job  of 
"I^resident  Dorn"  assistant,  and  it  keeps  him 
hopping.  It  was  a feather  in  his  cap  to  be  selected 
for  this  job  in  his  Junior  year,  and  he  receives 
$2^0  per  semester  on  his  room  and  board.  If  he  does 
his  work  well,  he  will  have  it  for  the  semester, 
and  we  will  be  pleased  if  it  works  out  this  way, 
’cause  after  this,  it  is  still  3 years  of  Law  School, 
which  still  is  his  choice.  I gave  him  a car  for  his 
20th  birthday,  and  I had  no  idea  of  the  pressure 
under  which  I had  worked,  without  it  - and  he  uses 
it  with  good  self-discipline,  so  I am  grateful. 

I was  to  have  taken  a trip  abroad  this  past  month, 
but  my  "one  and  only"  sister-in-law  (my  husband’s 
brother’s  wife)  took  ill,  and  we  are  losing  her  at 
the  age  of  44  - and  I have  no  desire  left  to  do  much 
but  work. 


HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRICK 

JOHN  H NICHOLSON 

WALTER  OBERSTEBRINK 

JOHN  A.  PATERSON 

DR  JACOB  PHILIP  RUDIN,  RABBI 

WILLIAM  H.  SASSO 

HARRY  R.  SOCOLOF 

JOHN  H.  THATCHER 

DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD 

RT  REV.  MSGR.  WILLIAM  J.  WALSH 

DR  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON 


I spent  2 days  with  my  husband’s  family  in  Syracuse 
and  the  balance  of  the  week  in  Rochester,  being 
enveloped  in  the  warmth  and  affection  of  my  family. 
Never  knew  how  much  I really  needed  this  - and 
thrived  on  it.  However,  by  the  end  of  the  week,  I 
was  "straining  at  the  leash"  to  get  back  to  New  York. 
Now  here,  I of  course,  do  not  know  why.  There  has 
not  been  a moment’s  respite  since  my  return. 


COUNSEL 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  ESQ. 
JOHN  H FINN,  ESQ 


I have  yet  2 weeks  to  take  before  the  1st  of  the 
year,  or  I will  los^  it.  Am  planning  to  go  to 
Boston  for  a few  days  for  sight-seeing. 


PETER  J.  SALMON 

Exacutiv*  Director 


Since  1893 

the 


0 


nstitute 


for  Qelping  theQlind 


to  Help  Themselves 


SERVICE  BUREAU  FOR  BLIND  CHILDREN 

Serving  Kings,  Queens,  Nassau  and  Suffolk 


57  WILLOUGHBY  STREET 
BROOKLYN  1,  NEW  YORK 
Telephone  AAAin  4-5152 


JOHN  E.  McKEEN 
Vice-President 

MILTON  T.  VANDER  VEER 
Vice-President 

ANDREW  S.  ROSCOE 
Treosurer 

JOHN  H.  FINN 
Secretary 


I was  there  about  10  days  ago  to  visit  the 
National  Braille  Press  and  2 Penal  Institutions  - 
to  see  how  our  work  could  be  used  as  rehabilitation 
for  the  Inmates  as  well  as  benefit  us.  Our  Committee 
will  meet  in  New  York  again  very  soon  and  discuss  our 
findings  with  the  others. 


DAVID  J.  ASKIN,  JR. 

HENRY  J.  BENISCH 

LEON  W,  BENTLEY 

ROBERT  M.  BURKE 

DUNCAN  CRANFORD 

ADOLPH  GOLDBERG 

ROBERT  L.  GORDON 

OLIVER  B.  JENNINGS 

MATTHEW  C.  JONES 

JOSEPH  A.  KAISER 

DR.  JOHN  B.  KING 

MORRIS  KIRSCH 

WILBUR  A.  LEVIN 

HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRICK 

JOHN  H.  NICHOLSON 

WALTER  OBERSTEBRINK 

JOHN  A.  PATERSON 

DR.  JACOB  PHILIP  RUDIN,  RABBI 

WILLIAM  H.  SASSO 

HARRY  R.  SOCOLOF 

JOHN  H.  THATCHER 

DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD 

RT.  REV.  MSGR.  WILLIAM  J.  WALSH 

DR.  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON 

COUNSEL 


We  are  in  the  process  of  converting  from  discs  to 
tape,  which  is  a definite  improvement  for  our  students. 
Our  large-type  program  (remember!)  has  expanded  to  the 
extent  that  it  is  outweighing  our  braille  work,  I am 
on  the  "lookout"  to  replace  the  old  machines  and  add 
new  ones.  My  friends,  the  Rebecca  Lerner  Braille 
PoLindation,  are  now  raising  funds  to  buy  us  the 
"Jioveable  Monster"  - a new  model  machine  to  reproduce 
a better  copy  of  our  large-type  books. 

There  is  never  a dull  moment,  Nella.  Life  is  filled 
with  challenge  and  purpose,  and  work  to  be  done.  We 
must  do  more  to  help  the  college  student, 

I will  have  to  move  up  from  1st  Vice  to  President  of 
the  Soroptomist  Club,  in  June  - and  I joined  this 
organization  in  order  to  relax  - but  it  is  a business 
and  professional  service  group  - and  I must  do  my 
part.  So  why,  my  friend,  am  I still  counting  the 
months  since  my  husband's  passing?  Sunday  was  3 
years,  4 months,  and  they  say  this  shouldn’t  be  any 
more.  Perhaps  you,  with  your  wisdom  and  age,  have  an 
answer  for  me. 


LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  ESQ. 

JOHN  H.  FINN.  ESQ.  With  waiTOest  wishes. 


PETER  J.  SALMON 
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THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


Mrs.  Me  11a  Braady  Heriney 
Snowille,  Mew  Hampstiire  03877 


THE  PRESIDENT'S  COMMITTEE 


ON  Employment  of  the  handicapped 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  20210 


THE  PRESIDENT’S  COMMITTEE  ON  EMPLOYMENT 
OF  THE  HANDICAPPED 

I will  will  not  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
President’s  Committee  on  April  27  and  28,  1967,  in  Washington,  D.C. 


NAME  

ADDRESS 


PLEASE  PRINT 


ORGANIZATION 
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Miss  Rebecca  Mack, 

798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVE..  APT.  4, 
CINCINNATI.  OHIO,  45229. 


April  30,  1967. 


Dear  Nella: 

I have  been  so  angrj'  at  rr.'  cousin ^ 

Millard  MacJf,  for  writing  to  Helen,  and  h^ae  to 

see  me  this  afternoon,  and  said  he  is  going  to  rite 

to^you  t'ornoL-row.  I told  him  I am  writing  tonight,  ..nd 

I've  alreauy  w;iLten  to  Winnie.  I have  Icnown  of 

Helen's  true  conditicm  frees  the  start,  from  Mildred  ^nd 

Katijj^^ie,  but  ^obably  a^ve  kept  the  secret  too  well. 

/>nyhow.  This  J^-'ung  m.m  had  no  right  to  f*ite  to  Helen 

without  tolling  roe  BEFORE,  instead  of  AFTER,  doing  it. 

The  whAle  idea  is  craz^;-,  anr^rhow,  I think.  His 

father  is  going  to  be  seventy  in  Jvaie,  and  I was  .^venty 

in  March.  But  I didn't  make  such  a fuss  of  it,  and 

iiis  father  does  not  deserve  nsr  need  the  kind  of  thing 

thery  tr-ying  to  do  for  him.  At  first,  I told  him  that 
I would  write  out  Helen's  philosophy.  7 j could  easily 


do  it,  having  every  t.,ing  she  h .3  aver-  .Titten  or 
tnt  nas  be.'n  written  about  her— and  the  de.:.f-bllnd— 
seven  book  cas  .s  of  itJ  Then,  when  I found  out  that 
they  Ar^eoing,  instead  of  J»blishing  it,  to  just 
make  a , ortf olio  of  all  the  letters,  I said  I 
wo-jldn't  do  anything  about  it,  -.3  it  would  not 
be  a letter  from  her.  They  sent  out  about  <6^  let  -ers 
in  tnis  country,  and  have  had  about  one  hundred 
ans«-ers  so  far,  and  about  one  hundred  abroad,  and 
so  lar  have  haa  only  a few  answers.  If  you  iajew  m3' 
cousin  as  well  as  I do,  you«d  realise  how  silly 
the  whole  thing  is.  Anyhow,  T«ll  have  no  ,.rt  in  it, 
and  cim  glad  neither  you  nor  I tried  to  write  anytiung. 
Please  understand,  Nella,  thaj  i i^ew  nothing  of 
his  writing  or  even  of  the  scl.e,  until  it  was  done, 
and  I know  you  wo-ld  not  have  bothered  to  ..nswer  if 
his  hame  h-  dn't  been  Mack. 


a 


I hive  h 

very  lorjg  time,  and  have 


grieved  about  Helen  for 
wisiied  it  were  ossible 


f 


r 


MISS  Rebecca  Mack, 

798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVE.,  APT.  4. 
CINCINNATI.  OHIO.  4S229. 


me  to  go  to  see  her  once  more.  But  Mildred  said 
it  would  only  break  m^,^  li-art,  as  she  wouldn't  loeow  me, 
and  I'm  not  able  to  go  anywhere,  anyhow. 


I Ce  no  better,  and  there  is  no  hope  of  my  ever 
being  so,  but  I can  live  for  years  as  I am,  only  I 
don't  .:ant  to.  I'm  tenribly  housed  in,  tho  I do  get 
otft  a little.  I am  keeping  up  my  callectiQn  of 
eveiy tiling  about  Helen  and  the  deaf-blind,  and  try 
to  do  a little  for  the  few  deaf-bl.ind  who  live  here, 
but  otherwise,  I am  just  not  able  to  do  anything. 


I have  no  happy  news  to  tall  '-ou 


Much  love  to  you,  my  dear. 


from 


Millakd  Henky  Mack 


May  1,  1967 


Mrso  Nella  B,  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire  03877 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  April  26  in  answer 
to  my  letter  of  April  8 to  your  sister. 

I am  sorry  to  hear  that  she  has  been  sick  the 
last  few  years  and  I appreciate  your  takin7 
time  to  answer. 

I spoke  to  Rebecca  yesterday  passing  on  your 
message  to  her  and  she  indicated  that  she  would 
write  you  shortly. 


Sincerely, 


Millard  H.  Mack 


MHMrveh 


— TO  OPEN  CUT  HERR 


The  Librarian, 


Sender’s  name  and  addrcs^c 

University  of  Malaya, 

Pantai  Valley, 

Kiiala  Lumpur, 

Malaysia^ 

AN  AIR  LETTER  SHOULD  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY 
ENCLOSURE;  IF  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 


The  ‘APSLEY’  Air  Letter 

A John  Dickinson  Product 


Ifes.  Rella  Braddy  Henney, 
Snowville, 

New  Hampshire, 


Mf/LC.1228 


U.  S.  A 


TELEPHONE  EXTENSIONS 


THE  LIBRARY 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MALAYA 

Fantai  Valley 
Kuala  Lumpur 

CABLE  ADDRESS  UNIVSEL 
TELEPHONE  54361 


Reader  Services  Division  259 


Acquisitions  Division  231 
Serials  Division  276 
Chinese  Library  277 


Cataloguing  Division  269 


Librarian's  Office  230 


Iff/LC.  1223 


4th  May,  196? 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Hermey, 
Snowville, 

New  Hampshire, 

U.  S . A. 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney, 

We  are  smxious  to  obtain  a microfilm  of  your 
wor k , Anne  Sullivan  Macy;  the  story  behind  Helen  Keller. 
N.Y. , Doubleday,  1933.  However,  we  have  been  informed 
by  the  Hiotoduplioation  Service,  Library  of  Congress, 
that  your  written  permission  must  be  obtained. 

It  would  be  greatly  appreciated  if  you  would 
agree  to  our  having  a microfilm  of  your  book.  In  order 
to  save  time,  we  should  be  grateful  if,  assuming  you  are 
agreeable,  you  would  send  your  written  permission  to:- 


Photoduplioation  Service, 
Librsuy  of  Congress, 

Washington,  D.C.  20540, 

U.  S.  A. 


Yosors  sincerely, 


for  Beda  Lim, 
Librarian. 


0.0.  Libratry  of  Congress. 


JP/no 


Miss  Rebecca  Mack, 

798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVE..  APT.  4. 
CINCINNATI.  OHIO.  45229. 


Dear  Nella: 


May  14,  196  7. 


Thtink  you  fov  your  letter.  I an  seDuiug 

you  by  separate  covef^ a copy  of  the  new  boolc  by  and 

about  Helen.  I dcsn't  know  whether  or  not  y'Xi  ioiow 

about  it.  I got  three  copies,  and  then  hated  it  so, 

I do  not  want  to  keep  them  all,  so  am  sending  you  of 

theiD,  wh-ich  unf ortxinateiy  had  Bjy  book  mark  in  it. 

Just  disregard  this,  and  consider  the  book  yours,  if 

you  want  it.  It  is  called,  ’’Helen  Keller,  Her 

Socialist  Years,”,  writings  and  speeches  edited 

with  an  introduction  by  Philip  S.  Foner,  and 

published  bj'-  International  Publishers,  New  York. 

I can’t  iiaagine  that  you  knew  about  it,  for  if  you 

did,  I dr.ubt  that  you  would  ever  have  ['ynnitted  it 

to  be  written  or  coiipiled.  Unfortunately,  I sent  a -aup; 
to  Mildred,  before  reading  it.  ^ every 


copy 


word  of  it,  fof,  wMle  it  the  way  she  felt  at 
the  time,  I*m  sure  she  changed  her  mind  during  the 
last  years,  and  think  it  is  horrible  th<-t  they  dug 
up  dll  this  rot  now.  And  on  page  18,  you  will  find  to 
what  I most  object.  I wish  Helen’s  publishers  or  fasilj 
or  somebody  would  sue  these  people  for  getting  out 
such  a book.  Well,  let  me  know  your  reactions  when 
you  have  r^d  it,  if  you  have  n^t  already  done  so.  If 
you  have,  just  give  this  copy,  if  you  don’t  want  it 
yoursdlf,  to  somebody  else,  w1k»  might  t^ant  it.  I have 
enough  with  twoJ 

There  is  nothing  to  write  you  about 


myself,  for  I am  so  ill,  that  I’m  sure  Helen  will 
outlive  me.  I really  nope  so,  for  I do  want  to  go. 


With  love,  always. 


Miss  Rebecca  Mack. 

798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVE..  APT.  4. 
CINCINNATI.  OHIO.  45229. 


May  26,  1967. 

Dear  Nella: 

Thank  you  for  yo'r  letter.  Tt  made  me 
feel  a little  better.  Unfortunately,  I had  sent  Mildred 
a copy  before  reading  it  itr^self,  so  I can’t  spare  her. 
The  thing  that  saddened  me  most  was  the  last  tiny 
paragraph  of  the  introduction,  ’’Helen  Keller  lies  at 
the  point  of  death”.  I thot  had  kept  her  secret 
better  than  that,  and  now  he  has  let  the  oat  out  of 
the  bag,  tho  I don’t  feel  she  is  actually’-  ”at  the 
point  of  death”  at  this  moment. 

I had  a letter  frcm  Winnie,  in  which 
she  s,oke  of  roy  collation  of  everything  b:/  and 
about  Helen  and  the  deaf-blind  since  her  tfee.  It  is 
growing  dally  by  leaps  and  bounds,  and  is  now 
contained  in  seven  b xiccases,  which  are  buldging.  Only 
orje  of  them  has  booics  abo-t  guide  dogs,  the  rest  are 


all  about  Helen  and  the  deaf-blind.  I go  to  the 
library  every  month,  and  lotic  up  these  subjects  in 


every  possible  source,  and  then  said  for  any  I do 


This  is  no  small  job,  especiall^r  at  nr*  age  of  VOJ 
But  it  has  been  a labor  of  love  for  fifty  years,  -jid 
will  cantinue  as  long  as  I live.  I have  been 


by  Arturo  Giovannitti,  contain  xi  in  his  "Collected 
Poeias  of  Arturo  Giovannitti",  and  published  in  196 S 
in  Chicago.  It  seems  incrA^Iible  that  it  is  already 


nand  copy,  which  is  no  small  ^ our  library  here  is 
writing  to  the  Kew  York  library,  and  the  Lij^rar:.'  of 
Congress,  to  see  if  they  hive  a copy,  and  if  ch^  do 
to  hive  it  .photostatted  for  me.  I hope  the:’  ^ire 
successful,  fOT  it  is  a terrible  job  to  find  a 
second-hand  copy,  and  takes  daj-s  and  aays.  I'm  just 
too  ill  to  attempt  it,  but  I wilr  if  I have  to. 


n 


i 


stymied  by  oni;/  one  tMnfr^-a  ?■>«»  "To  Helen  Keller", 


out  of  print,  but  it  is.  Eeof 


tr:’’  to  get  a second- 


MISS  REBECCA  MACK, 

798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVE..  APT.  4, 
CINCINNATI.  OHIO.  45229. 


I hi-ve  seen  no  reviews  of  the  hori’itale  book,  and  hope 
I won't,  but  I'm  watching  thru  the  library.  I worked 
so  hard  theC:  this  rorning,  and  am  really  very  tired, 
so  will  stop. 

Thank  3V0U  ..igain  f jt  your  reassurance, 
and  ver^-  much  love. 
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HELEN  KELLER 


Horn  in  i,Mu  al  Tnscamhia,  Alabama,  ilw  has  as  a result  of 
illness  been  completely  blind  and  deaf  since  the  ape  of 
nineteen  months.  On  behalf  of  the  blind  has  lectured 
extensively  all  over  the  world  and  holds  many  awards  for  her 
work  in  relief  of  the  handicapped.  Her  hooks  include  Helen 
Keller’s  Journal  (lojx)  and  Let  Us  Have  Faith  (lo-i.y. 


Portraits  of  Greatness  by  Yousuf  Karsh,  1959 


On  lirst  looking  into  the  blind  but  seeing  eyes  of  perhaps  the  greatest 
woman  in  our  world,  1 said  to  myself:  ‘The  light  comes  from  within.’  And 
what  a light  of  courage  shines  through  the  lace  from  the  dauntless  soul  of 
Helen  Keller!  ~ Katharine  Cornell,  her  devoted  friend,  had  taken  me  to 
Mi.ss  Keller’s  apartment  in  New  York,  in  i94'S,  and  explained  the  ritual  of 
our  meeting.  The  woman  who  has  no  sight  or  hearing  shook  my  hand  and 
then  placed  her  marvellously  sensitive  fingers  on  my  face.  In  her  mind’s 
eve,  I knew,  she  already  had  me  completely  photographed.  We  were  eii 
rapport  and  I could  make  my  portrait.  Although  1 could  speak  to  Miss  Keller 
only  through  Miss  Polly  Thomson,  her  faithful  companion,  who  dials 
braille  into  Miss  Keller’s  palm,  we  soon  developed  a code  of  our  own.  At 
the  slightest  pre.ssure  of  my  fingers  on  her  hand,  she  knew  at  once  exactly 
which  way  I wished  her  to  turn  and  at  what  angle  I wanted  her  head.  Her 
extreme  sensitivity,  her  alert  mind,  her  kindne.ss  and  understanding,  but 
most  of  all  her  cinietv  kept  me  amazed  th.rou2hout  the  whole  sitting-  ' 
Sight  and  hearing  had  passed  into  her  hands.  Therefore  a portraitof  the 
hands  was  as  important  as  a portrait  of  her  face — hands  that  create  light 
out  of  darkness,  sound  out  of  perpetual  silence,  and  alone  bring  this 
woman  into  communion  with  nature  and  her  own  kind.  So  I photo- 
graphed those  hands  and  as  1 looked  at  the  result  I repeated  my  first 
observation  of  Miss  Keller:  the  light  did  indeed  come  from  within.  ~ Our 
sitting  finished,  I said  to  her,  ‘You  wouldn’t  know,  but  this  is  not  the  first 
time  1 have  met  you.  One  of  my  earliest  attempts  to  read  English,  years  ago, 
was  an  article  in  the  Reader's  Digest  called  ‘Lktw  to  Appreciate  the  Beauties 
of  Sunset.’  You  wrote  it.  Now,  having  met  \'ou  in  person  I shall  no  longer 
think  of  you  in  terms  of  sunset  but  of  sunrise!’  ‘Howl  wish,’ she  quickly 
replied,  ‘that  all  men  would  take  sunrise  for  their  slogan  and  leave  the 
shadows  of  sunset  behind  them.’  That  chance  remark,  it  seemed  to  me, 
told  the  story  of  Helen  Keller  better  than  a library  of  books.  By  her  in- 
credible victory  over  the  flesh  she  had  left  the  shadows  behind  her.  Blind, 
she  had  seen  the  sunrise;  deaf,  she  had  heard  the  music  of  the  spheres. 

1 left  her  with  a new  .sense  of  our  human  possibilities. 
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Sep+.,ember  22,  196? 

Brother  Matthew,  F.3.C. 

Cardinal  Spellman  High  School 
1991  Needham  Avenue 
Bronx,  New  York  10U66 

Dear  Brother  Matthew: 

I have  gotten  to  feel  quite  lonesome  not  having  heard  from  70U,  so  I 
was  more  than  pleased  to  have  your  nice  newsy  letter  of  September  2. 

I am  pleased  also  to  be  able  to  give  you  some  real  good  news.  The 
House  of  Representatives  passed  the  bill  to  set  up  a national  center 
for  ileaf-blind  youths  and  adults.  This  occurred  on  August  21,  and  this 
week,  on  September  20,  the  Senate  passed  a similar  bill.  In  both  cases 
the  vote  was  unanimous.  The  signature  of  the  President  is  assured,  and 
the  bill  should  become  an  Act  within  the  next  couple  of  weeks.  In  a 
very  real  sense,  this  bill  has  been  one  of  the  many  fortunate  results 
of  the  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Commemoration,  with  which  you  helped  us 
so  much.  The  interest  aroused  made  it  possible  for  us  to  get  the  legis- 
lation set  up  as  an  administration  bill,  and  the  movement  of  the  bill 
both  in  the  House  and  the  Senate  was  rapid. 

Robert  Smithdas  made  a very  great  impression  on  the  committees  that 
studied  the  bill  and  was  highly  complimented  for  his  testimony.  Indeed, 
he  probably  made  the  greatest  single  contribution  toward  the  passage  of 
the  bills  in  the  House  and  Senate. 

The  audience  with  Pope  Paul  VI  has  also  had  a very  significant  impact 
on  work  for  the  deaf-blind,  occurring  as  it  did  on  April  15,  1967, 

Just  the  day  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Anne  Sullivan  Centennial  Com- 
memoration. We  shall  always  remain  grateful  to  Father  Clark  and  to 
you  and,  of  course,  to  His  Eminence,  Cardinal  Spellman,  for  the  help 
you  gave  us  in  connection  with  the  audience.  The  final  announcement 
of  the  date  made  it  difficult  for  us  to  pet  together  as  many  of  the 
representatives  of  Uie  World  Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind  as 
we  would  have  liked,  but  we  think  the  showing  of  the  representatives 
from  15  countries  with  80  persons  was  very  good,  indeed,  when  it  is 
remembered  that  we  had  only  three  weeks  to  notify  these  people  and  to 
conclude  tlie  arrangements . 

I trust  that  one  o£  these  days  you  will  have  some  free  time  so  that 
we  can  have  the  pleasure  of  a visit  from  you.  You  will  be  most  welcome. 
In  the  meantime,  I trust  you  are  not  woricing  too  hard. 

All  of  us  here  send  our  warm  greetings  to  you,  and  if  you  see  Father^ 
Clark,  give  him  my  best  wishes,  especially  in  his  new,  exalted  position. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Peter  J.. Salmon 
Administrative  Vice  President 
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llrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire  03877 

Dear  Nella: 

I have  just  returned  from  Washington  where  we  were  having  meetings 
of  the  workshops  for  the  blind  affiliated  with  National  Industries 
for  the  Blind,  and  where  I made  a special  appeal  on  behalf  of  deaf- 
blind  persons.  Since  I was  talking  to  many  long-time  friends,  as 
well  as  some  new  ones,  I hope  that  some  real  good  will  come  from 
the  appeal. 

Then  I received  this  morning  your  very  lovely  letter  telling  us  of 
the  check  in  the  amount  of  $1*00.  which  you  enclosed  and  which  we 
hereby  gratefully  acknowledge.  In  doing  so,  we  express  our  deep 
appreciation,  not  only  for  the  gift  itself,  but  particularly  for 
the  fact  that  this  is  a gift  of  love,  as  it  represents  a payment 
to  you  for  certain  readings  from  your  book  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY  by 
the  British  Broadcasting  Corporation.  As  you  indicate,  we  do 
accept  it  as  a gift  from  ’’Teacher, " and  it  will  be  used  as  you 
suggest  in  the  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  Service  for  Deaf-Blind  Persons. 

Incidentally,  Lilyan  and  I stopped  in  a week  ago  today  and  visited 
Helen  Keller.  She  was  asleep  and,  of  course,  we  did  not  disturb 
her.  She  is  about  the  same,  but  the  days  are  taking  their  toll. 

She  has  nothing  but  devotion  and  love  from  Winnie  Corbally  and 
the  others  who  have  the  privilege,  as  they  see  it,  of  being  near 
her  and  attending  to  her  every  need.  I left  a letter  for  Helen, 
which  we  had  put  in  braille,  from  Senator  Hill,  >rtio  sent  his 
warm  and  affectionate  greetings  to  Helen.  I had  met  him  recently 
during  the  hearings  on  the  proposed  National  Center  for  Deaf-Blind 
Youths  and  Adults. 

This  proposal  is  now  to  be  implemented  through  a Public  Law  known 
as  90-99,  which  was  signed  by  the  President  on  October  3,  1967. 

It  is  part  of  the  1967  Amendments  to  the  Vocational  Rehabilitation 
Act.  In  due  time,  a voluntary  agency  will  be  selected  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
it  will  be  The  Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind.  In  the  meantime,  a 
bill  has  been  drafted  relating  to  the  needs  of  deaf-blind  children, 
and  Dr.  Edward  J.  Waterhouse,  Director  of  Perkins  School  for  the 
Blind,  has  been  working  closely  with  the  government  on  this  and, 
of  course,  we  have  lent  every  support  possible. 


COUNSEL 

Corner,  Finn, 
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we  are  al.i  very  grateful  that  Helen  is  still  with  us  as,  really, 
a new  day  looms  very  definitely  for  deaf-blind  children  and  adults 
throu.'.hout  the  nation. 


Louis  C.  wills 
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10-20-67 


With  every  good  wish  to  you  and  lir.  Henney, 

Cordially  yours. 


PJS  :md 


Peter  J.  Salmon 
Administrative  Vice  President 


TELEPHONE: 

522-2122 


Tlie  Industrial  Home  (or  tke  Blind 

57  Willoughby  Street,  Brooklyn,  New  York  11201 

John  F.  Brady,  Executive  Director  Peter  J.  Salmon,  Administrative  Vice  President 


November  16,  196? 


OFFICERS 

John  H.  Finn 
President 

John  E.  McKeen 
Vice  President 

William  H.  Sasso 
Vice  President 

Milton  T.  Vander  Veer 
Vice  President 

Andrew  S.  Roscoe 
Treasurer 

Wilbur  A.  Levin 
Secretary 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snovrville,  New  Hampshire  03877 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I count  it  a real  privilege  to  be  able  to  write  this 
letter.  I read  to  the  Trustees  of  The  Industrial  Home 
for  the  Blind  at  their  annual  meeting  held  on  November  15, 
1967,  your  very  kind  letter  to  Dr.  Salmon  of  October  18, 
1967. 


TRUSTEES 

David  J.  Askin,  Jr. 

Henry  J.  Benisch 
Henry  S.  Conover 
Duncan  Cranford 
Norman  Gessley 
Adolph  Goldberg 
Oliver  B.  Jennings 
Matthew  C.  Jones 
Joseph  A.  Kaiser 
Dr.  John  B.  King 
Morris  Kirsch 
Henry  Logan 
Edward  R.  McAulifte 
Joseph  D.  McGoldrick 
John  H.  Nicholson 
John  A.  Paterson 
George  H.  Roberts,  M.D. 
Oscar  Roye 

Rabbi  Maurice  H,  Schatz 
Bernard  A,  Schmitt 
John  H.  Thatcher 
Msgr.  William  J.  Walsh 
Allred  Grant  Walton,  D.D, 
Louis  C.  Wills 


This  letter  made  a deep  impression  on  the  Trustees  because 
of  the  long-time  involvement  of  The  Industrial  Horae  for 
the  Blind  in  work  for  the  deaf-blind,  and  this  was  par- 
ticularly so  because  of  the  reference  to  "Teacher. “ 

Your  gift  of  $U00.,  dedicated  to  Anne  Sullivan  is  grate- 
fully acknowledged  and  deeply  appreciated. 

May  I add  my  personal  appreciation  to  one  who  has  been 
such  a long-time  friend  of  both  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  and 
our  beloved  Helen  Keller. 


Sincerely  yours, 

ljUuJ)L  0 

Wilbur  A.  Levin 
Secretary 


WAL:md 


COUNSEL 

Corner,  Finn, 
Cuomo  & Charles 


Louis  C.  Wills 
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Mrs,  Keith  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 


Dear  Hella 


you. 


What  a marvellous  letter. 


T thank 


SON??? 


And  WHAT  ABOUT  THAT  BLACKSMITH'S 
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Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire  03877 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I was  saddened  to  read  of  Helen  Keller's  death.  We  will 
all  miss  her.  Fine,  courageous  people  are  always  a 
source  of  comfort  and  encouragement,  especially  during 
periods  of  great  turmoil. 

I know  that  you  will  miss  her  very  much.  I am  so  glad 
that  I did  write  to  her  while  she  was  living,  and  hope 
that  my  letter  gave  her  some  pleasure. 
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Contact  f.niTp'  PT  P) 

57/68  Release  - June  27th 

Since  the  death  of  Helen  Keller  on  June  1,  1968,  a renewed 

INTEREST  HAS  BEEN  EXPRESSED  BY  MANY  MEMBERS  OE  THE  CONGRESS  IN 
SETTING  UP  A NATIONAL  CENTER  FOR  BeaF-BlIND  YoUTHS  AND  AdULTS  AS 
A LIVING  MEMORIAL  TO  THOSE  WHOM  HeLEN  KeLLER  HERSELF  HAS 
DESCRIBED  AS  "tHE  MOST  LONELY  ' PEOPLE  IN  THE  WORLD,"  - THE  DEAF- 

BLIND^-  The  provision  for  such  a Center  was  contained  in  the 
Amendments  to  the  1967  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Act,  passed 

UNANIMOUSLY  BY  THE  CONGRESS , WITH  THE  FULL  SUPPORT  OF  WORK  FOR 
THE  BLIND  AND  OTHER  GROUPS  OF  THE  HANDICAPPED,  PRESIDENT  IyNDON 

B.  Johnson  signed  the  bill  into  law  on  October  1967, 

Thus  far,  funding  for  the  Center  has  not  been  provided.  An 
amount  of  $600,000,  was  scheduled,  but  it  was  not  included  in  the 
House  Appropriations  bill.  The  Senate  is  still  to  consider  this 
matter,-  AND  Senator  Lister  Hill,  a long-time  friend  of  Helen 
Keller  and  representing  the  State  of  Alabama  where  Helen  Keller 

WAS  BORN,  HAS  TAKEN  A GREAT  INTEREST  IN  THE  IDEA  OF  A LIVING 

memorial  to  Helen  Keller,  who  spent  her  life  in  service  to  the 
BLIND  and  the  DEAF-BLIND, 

In  'testimony  before  the  Committees  of  the  House  and  Senate 
IN  1967,  IT  WAS  INDICATED  THAT  THERE  ARE  BETWEEN  5,000  AND  7,500 
deaf-blind  adults  in  the  United  States,  One  agency.  The 
Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  of  Brooklyn , New  York,  which  has 

(more) 


The  Industrial  Home  for  the  ^lind  - ^age  2 

PIONEERED  IN  SERVICE  TO  THE  DEAF-BLIND , HAS  TAKEN  EIGHT  DEAF- 
BLIND  PERSONS  FROM  MENTAL  INSTITUTIONS  WHERE  THEY  NEVER  SHOULD 
HAVE  BEEN  IN  THE  FIRST  PLACE  EXCEPT  FOR  LACK  OF  COMMUNICATION 

and  lack  of  understanding  by  the  staffs.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  there  are  not  six  psychiatrists  in  the  United  States  who 
CAN  deal  with  deaf-blind  PERSONS,  On  THE  OTHER  HAND,  THERE 
HAVE  BEEN  A NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  BOTH  DEAF  AND  BLIND  WHO  HAVE 

attained  success  as  professional  people,  a very  small  number 
are  employed  in  I ndustry , and  a lap.ger  number  in  sheltered 
WORKSHOPS , 

"Enough  has  been  learned,"  said  Dr.  ^eter  J.  Salmon, 
Administrative  Vice-President  of  The  Industrial  Home  for  the 
Blind,  who  has  worked  closely  with  Helen  Keller  over  the' 
years,  "to  indicate  that  with  proper  understanding  and 

SERVICE  and  with  PATIENCE  AND  DEDICATION , DEAF-BLIND  PERSONS 
CAN  BE  rehabilitated  TO  LIVE  A NORMAL  LIFE,  AND  MANY  OF  THEM 

can  become  self-supporting," 

These  are  the  silent  men  and  women, " Dr,  Salmon  said, 

ft 

AND  THEY  CAN  EASILY  BE  EORGOTTEN , ThEY  ARE  NOT  ORGANIZED ; 
THEY  HAVE  JUST  LOST  THEIR  GREATEST  LEADER.  If  NOTHING  IS 
DONE  FOR  THEM  THEY  WILL  BE  NO  WORSE  OFF  THAN  'T'H'^Y  ARF  NOW, 
WHICH  IS  NOTHING  SHORT  OF  A TRAGIC  SITUATION." 


July  1,  19  6« 
10:30  A.M. 


Dear  Mrs.  Heniiey: 

It  was  Tjonderful  talking  xd.th 
you  yesterday.  We  are  enjoying 
a beautiful  sunny  day,at  the  mo- 
ment, but  nexiTScast  warns  temp- 
erature will  be  in  upper  90s. 

Windows  are  closed,  blinds  drawn 
against  sun  - and  it  is  my  hope 
the  hot  sunsline  dry  out  the  sev- 
eral marshy  areas  on  the  property. 

Today,  I am  planning  to  reread 
your  fine  letters  to  Miss  Helen 
and  I shall  relive  the  pleasure 
I experienced  as  I sat  spelling 
their  news  and  your  warm  affection 
into  her  hand,  seems  a long  time 
ago.  I have  these  letters  in  a 
speedily  marked  folder* 

Attached  are  for  you. 


Lpve  always, 
Winnie' 
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1697  Michael  William  Road,  Merrick,  N.  Y.  11566 

J\ily  9,  1968 


My  very  dear  Nella, 

After  riuch  thought,  I decidedthat  the  lesser  of  two  evils,  was 
to  subject  you  to  my  typing  rather  than  my  hand  writing.  Also,  for 
all  I plan  to  share  with  you  tonight,  my  arm  would  not  hold  out,  by 
hand.  It  is  now  11:30  P.M.  I must  proof  read  for  2 pupils  before 
morning,  so  here  goes  I 

Nella,  if  only  you  knew  the  number  of  times  my  thoughts  are  with 
you;  if  only  you  Inew  how  many  times  I have  v/anted  just  a visit  with 
you,  like  in  Garden  City;  if  you  knew  how  many  times  I have  needed 
"your  ear",  the  feeling  of  warmth,  your  confidence  in  what  I was 
doing;  oh  Nella,  you  will  never  know. 

Before  I tell  you  all  that  has  been  going  on  here,  let  me  ask 
about  you,  and  Keith. What  are  your  days  like?  Busy?Do  you  like  New 
Hampshire?  Do  you  miss  Garden  City?  Do  you  have  any  guests  from 
"home"?  Are  the  people  in  New'  Hampshire  still  as  nice  as  you  foiind 
them  to  be  in  the  beginning?  Do  you  ever  come  to  N.Y? 

We  were  all  saddened  by  the  loss  of  Helen  Keller.  I v/anted  to 
v/rite  you,  but  did  not  know  "how"  to  v/rite;  not  v/hat  to  say,  but 
"hov/to  say  it".  I clipped  the  write-iip  from  the  Times  for  you,  and 
still  have  it.  I do  believe  that  even  now,  this  would  have  meaning 
for  you: 

If  you  love  the  memory  of  those  you  lose — 

You  never  lose  those  you  love. 

Steven  and  I have  fotind  this  to  be  a great  comfort. This  coming  Sat. 
will  be  exactly  5 years  that  my  husband  is  gone  and  on  that  day  o^lr 
son  will  also  be  22  years  oldl  He  graduated  Wagner  College  on  June 
9th  and  has  been  accepted  at  Brooklyn  Law  School.  We  are  waiting  to 
zee  who  "wins  out"  — Brooklyn  or  Uncle  Sam?I  speak  in  a light  vein, 
but  my  heart  is  heavy — for  myself,  for  my  son,  and  for  the  world. 

I am  enclosing  a snap  of  Steven.  He  is  indeed  a fine  young 
man  and  a great  comfort  for/to  me.  His  standards  are  high;  he  is 
ambitious  and  eager  to  take  his  place  in  society.  At  the  present, 
he  is  adding  to  the  Ed.  courses  he  began  in  his  last  semester  at 
Wagner,  at  Hofstra  from  9-12:30and  is  at  work  in  Oceq.nside 

by  l:30''xo  t'^ke  on  his  duties  as  Lst  Aid  Attendant  for  the  Town 
of  Hempstead ... If  very  fortunate,  he  may  be  teadhing  in  the  fall 
and  going  to  L-aw  School  at  nite . Uncle  Sam  will  have  the  say! 

Hov/  far  back  can  I possibly  go  in  one  night,  Nella?  Let's 
begin  with  the  fact  thfit  I become  Piesident  of  the  N ti  nal  Br  ille 
Association  in  May  of  67.  I did  not  realize  that  it  wt\s  a 2 year 
term,  but  it  is,  and  it  is  exciting!  It  is  a challenge!  I hrive  and 
am  learning  so  very  much!  Had  I the  choice,  I would  succeed  myself 
for  another  2 ye  rs,  but  o\rr  by-laws  do  not  perm.it;  yet  I would 
choose  this  over  again,  taking  of  my  very  limited  time  s it  does! 

I turned  dovm  the  iresidency  of  my  Soroptimist  Club  ngain  this  year- 
and  I w^nt  no  more  iresidencies — none  can  equal  this! I'm  le  ming 
to  write  papers — to  prepire  applications  for  grants-and  oh  my  good- 
ness, so  very  many  things .. .Only  problem,  less  time!  for  Virginia != 
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Along  with  all  of  this,  last  Jan, 29,  1 was  operated  on  for 
cataracts!  Shocking  yes,  at  my  age!  It  was  bi-lateral,  and  surgery 
was  performed  on  both  eyes  within  3 days  of  each  other.  I had,  thru 
our  office,  a magnificent  surgeon,  and  w^as  out  of  the  hospital  within 
10  days,  back  to  work  (tho  I really  hadn't  stopped;  my  office  felt 
that  they  were  practicing  subterfuge,  having  mj?  on  disability  when  I 
was  putting  in  14  hrs.  per  day  at  home)  in  2 months... and  driving 
within  6 weeks ..  .rather  unusual ...  but  I coizld  see  no  other  way,  re- 
ally. (At  the  same  time  our  Librarian  had  fallen  and  broken  her  hip- 
two  of  us  out  at  the  same  time,  at  the  beginning  of  the  "season".) 

I had  discovered  this  cataract  situation,  Nella,  just  a year  after 
my  husband  passed  away,  and  I never  thought  I would  pick  up  the  peices 
again!  Surgery  was  nothing;  the  aloneness  was  horrible.  I seldom  ex- 
perience resentment  as  an  emotion — but  then  I did... Why  now,  when 
Jerry  was  not  by  my  side!  You  know  I am  blessed  in  friends  and 
family — but  at  the  time  it  mattered  not! 

Just  a week  ago  Friday,  I began  to  wear  contct  lenses.  I am  now 
up  to  7 hrs.  per  day,  but  I never  thought  I would  "make  the  Grade." 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  after  surgery  such  as  I had... and  I often 
despaired!  It  was  weeks  of  being  in  Jamaica  at  8:30  ayem  so  I could 
"practice"  till  my  lids  became  swollen;  then  a rush  back  to  the  of- 
fice... and  now  I am  so  glad  I tried  so  hard!  I feel  like  a new 
woman  without  the  thick  lenses,, and  apparently  I am  showing  my 
happiness  outside  as  well  as  in!  Don't  seem  to  be  able  to  control 
it . 

Now,  to  my  1st  love — I.H.B.  We  have  been  chosen  to  administer 
a National  Ins.  for  the  Deaf-Blind.  (Read  enclosed;  I kept  that  for 
you  too,  for  v/hen  I would  write.  You  see,  I have  been  thinking  of 
you.)On  Helen  K!eller's  birthday,  a dinner  for  our  deaf-blind  people 
v/as  held  in  Brookl3m.  A sighted  volunteer,  familiar  with  the  manual 
alphabet  (such  as  I)  was rlnvited  for  each  deaf-blind  person,  to 
interpret  and  relay  a newf'film  shown  that  evening,  on  work  for  the 
deaf-blind. 

Our  Library  service  has  grown  tremendously.  I do  not  know  how 
we  can  continue ; ;not  in  space,  not  in  help,  not  in,  not  in!We  do  so 
much  out  of  tovm  work,  for  students  in  other  areas,  and  I fear  we 
will  have  to  cha.nge  our  policy  thBre....I  personally  have,  thru 
NBA  become  av.a.re  of  the  need  of  the  college  students.  So  little  is 
done  for  them,  by  comparison. . .and  I have  launched  a "full-scale" 
campaign.  (To  go  back  to  N.BA.  a moment — we  have  an  arm  called 
"Br'^ille  Book  Bank".  It  supplies,  by  means  of  grants,  college  texts 
for  the  approximate  cost  of  the  ink  print.  A bbaille  book  of  20  vol., 
2000  pages,  can  cost  100. 00.... it  has  to... Braille  Book  Bank,  if  it 
has  the  master  copy,  supplies  a Thermoform,  for  ink-print  cost.)  My 
campaign  is  to  expand  this  facility!  I pray  it  will  be  done  in  ray 
term  of  office!  I would  be  so  very  very  proud!)  I want  I.H.B.  to 
expand  their  service  to  college  students  too but,  but,  bujr! 

Just  today  I opened  a "Tape  Bank"  for  I.H.B.  Several  years  ago 
I began  the  "Baper  Bank"... the  needs  are  so  many,  so  great!  Nella, 
remember  v/hen  you  were  tyning  for  us?  We  now  have  80  such  machines 
in  the  field.... and  remembering  the  Virginia  of  old,  you  will  know 
we  did  not  b:  y one  of  them!  (I  wonder  if  my  office  realizes  it!# 

The  request  for  texts  are  so  numerous,  so  m ny  for  each  child  today, 
ths-t  we  hatie  gone  into  tape  recording  in  a big  way,  in  order  to  get 


National  Braille  Association,  Inc. 


an  organization  for  the  advancement  of  volunteer  service  for  blind  people 
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the  books  ready  on  time,  and  then  it  seems  almost  impossible.  I re- 
port to  work  at  8 ayem,  rather  than  9,  and  this  evening  I left  at 
10  P.M.,  cause  Steven  was  working  until  then.  If  I go  down,  it  won't 
be  for  not  trying. 

Our  Bob  is  wonderful I I do  believe  you  received  his  book  of  poems, 
did  you  not?Dr.  Salmon  was  to  have  sent  it  to  you.  Do  your  remember 
our  Mr.  Keane,  Associ  te  Directore?  Ha  is  a bling  man,  losing  his 
hearing... he  lost  his  wife  recently,  He  has  been  a dear  friend  to  me 
these  many  years,  and  I am  now  trying  to  help  him  in  all  v/ays  that  I 
can . . . 

There  is  no  free  time,  Nella,  not  for  me.  I do  not  say  it  is 
right,  but  it  is  wonderful.  At  the  end  of  each  day,  something  has 
been  accomplished! 

As  you  can  see,  my  typing  is  getting  "worster" . . .well , it  should- 
it ' s 20  to  1 . . . . 

Am  enclosing  an  envelope  for  you  to  return  the  cliping  (newspaper 
on  Steven,  and  the  snap?  Then,  you  will  write  when  you  can.  I had  been 
thinking — I am  due  at  very  dear  friends  who  have  taken  a place  in 
Bennington,  Vermont  for  the  summer — promised  a week  end  with  them — 
and  wanted  to  work  in  a visit  with  you — en  route — but  the  map  doesnit 
indicate  that  it's  a simple  task. . .am  I reading  it  properly?  I read 
braille  dots  better.... 

And  so  I will  close,  v/ijrh  warmest  of  wishes.  If  it  takes  you 
3 days  to  read  and  to  assimilate  all  that  I have  written,  I could 
understand  it . . .and  I have  left  so  much  untold — the  jojBs,  the  happi- 
ness of  seeing  our  students  c ollege -bound ; the  records  they  leaisre 
behind — the  futures  ahead-the  new  "job  placements"  e.tfi'  Agency  has 
been  instrumental  in  ' orking  out — 

Oh  ray  goodness,  I almost  forgot — how  avstfiiil — Poh  Lin  would  be 
absolutely  thrilled,  delighted,  estatic,  with  your  thoughtfulness... 
may  I share  the  part  of  your  letter  with  her,  pertaining  to  Miss 
Keller's  joy  of  the  item?  If  it  would  be  easier,  I can  send  you 
her  address,  with  a note  in  it,  from  you — or  I can  give  it  to  her 
here,  very  easily ....  just  advise.... 

I have  recently  been  offered  3 different  positions — one  in 
another  country — and  I don't  seem  to  want  nor  be  able  to  leave  I.H.B. 
I/tust  be  my  age;  my  sentimentality,  my  "whatever",  but  certainly  not 

intelligence  when  I am  a self-supporting  woman! d.on't  think  I 

would  stop  working  if  I could,  or  could  if  I would! 

And  so,  good  night,  with  a v/ish  for  "Happiness  Alv/ays." 

Fondly 

Virginia 
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nierlcaii  FoiuHlation  for  the  Blind , Inc. 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10011 
Telephone:  (212)  924-0420 


Cable  Address:  Fomxdation,  Nexv  York 


HELEN  A.  KELLER,  l.h.d..  ll.d. 
Counselor,  National  and 
International  Relations 
EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 
Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 
JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 

President 
J.  M.  WOOLLY 
Vice-President 
J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 
Treasurer 

RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
Secretary 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


July  17,  1968 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
Snowville,  N.  H.  03877 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 


Mr.  M.  R.  Barnett  has  asked  us  to  forward  to  you  the  encolsed 
taped  copy  of  the  services  for  Helen  Keller  at  National  Cathedral  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 


Sincerely  yours. 


J.  W.’Br^-el,  Directcri 
Manufacturing  and  Sales  Department 


JWB/rer 
enc . 


FIELD  OFFICES 

71 1 Fourteevtli  Street,  N.W.,  Wti'ihinqton,  D.  C.  20005 
127  Peachtree  Street.  N.E.,  Atlanta,  Georgia  30303 
821  Market  Street,  San  Francisco,  California  94/03 
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JAMES  S.  ADAMS 
Now  York.  N.  Y. 

STEWART  E ARMSTRONG 
Prooldom  Amoriciin  Auocioiion 
of  InMrucinr«  of  the  Blind, 
Brantford  Ontario.  Canada 

ROBERT  S.  BRAY 
Washington,  D C 

KATHARINE  CORNELL 
New  York.  N Y. 

J KENNETH  CO/.IER 
Cleveland.  Ohio 

JOHN  8.  CROWI.EY 
New  York,  N.  Y 

EN08  CURTIN 

President,  National  Sorlety 
for  Ihe  Prevention  of  Blindness 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

WINTIIROP  K.  HOWE,  JR 
Rochester,  N Y 
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Board 


A.  N.  MACILL 

President.  American  Association 
of  Workers  for  the  Blind 
Toronto.  Ontario,  Canada 

ROBERT  E.  McCORMICK 
New  York,  N Y. 

GARFIELD  D MERNKR 
San  Francisco.  Calif 

RICHARD  H MIGEI. 

New  York.  N Y 

J P MORGAN,  II 
New  York.  N,  Y 

JANSEN  NOYES,  JR 
Now  York.  N Y 

STEPHEN  L PORTER 
Greenwii  h.  Conn 

HAZARD  REEVES 
New  York.  N Y 


/ 

of  Trustees 


DR.  JOHN  W.  RILEY.  JR 
New  York.  N Y 

PKTER  J SAI.MON 

AdministraUvr  Vioc-Prealdenc, 
InduRtrial  Home  for  the  Blind, 
Brooklyn.  N Y 

STEWART  SANDERS 
Bo»ron.  Mam 

EUSTACE  SFLIGMAN 
New  York.N  Y. 

BYRON  M.  SMITH 
Tuoon.  AHx. 

HELEN  /.lECl.Kn  HTKINKRAUS 
Prealdcnt,  MmilriN  /Jeglor  Publluhfnit 
C ompany  for  the  Blind.  Inc  , 

New  York.  N Y 

KHKOKRICK  G S^POREY 

AtUnia  CU. 

NATHAN  A-  TURKIIEIMER 
New  York.  N Y 
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UR.  JEROME  B WIESNER 
Cambridfe,  M«a» 

H A WOOD 
Raleigh.  N.  C. 

J M WOOLLY 

Supl..  Arkansas  School  for  the  Blind. 
iJttlc  Rock.  Ark 


TKl'BTKIS  RMMin 

COL  E A.  BAKER.  M C . O.B  E 
CftnadUn  NAttonal  Insiimir 
for  Ike  BUikI. 

Toronto.  Omiuio.  Canada 

DR  GAHRlEt  EARREiX 
Cambridgr.  Masa 

GEORGE  f MEYER 
Lafayert*.  N J 

F.HER  L PAI.MIR 
C'lithorall.  Mtim 


x:he  heLeN  keLLen  MeMORiAL  puNt) 


/n  response  to  the  wishes  of  countless  people, 
the  Helen  Keller  Memorial  Fund  has  been  estab- 
lished as  a means  through  which  all  who  loved 
and  admired  Helen  Keller  and  the  spirit  of  faith  and 
courage  which  she  exemplified  may  help  carry  on  and 
expand  her  work  in  the  United  States  and  throughout 
the  world.  The  Fund  will  support  the  programs  of  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the  Helen  Keller 
World  Crusade  for  the  Blind,  the  two  organizations  with 
which  she  worked  for  so  many  years  to  help  her  fellow 
blind  and  deaf-blind. 

Soon  after  the  founding  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind  in  1921,  Miss  Keller  joined  its  staff  as  Coun- 
selor on  National  and  International  Relations.  She  gave 
of  herself  unceasingly  — speaking,  writing,  traveling, 
working  constantly.  She  raised  money  to  support  the 
Foundation's  programs,  she  spoke  before  state  legisla- 
tures and  the  Congress  to  press  for  needed  laws  in  behalf 
of  the  blind,  she  lectured  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other  to  alleviate  the  living  and  working  condi- 
tions of  the  blind  and  to  insure  an  education  for  blind 
children. 

Her  concern  for  the  blind  extended  to  every  corner  of 
the  globe.  In  1916  she  served  as  a member  of  the  first 
board  of  directors  of  the  organization  that  was  the  gene- 
sis of  the  Helen  Keller  World  Crusade  for  the  Blind.  In 
later  years,  as  Counselor,  she  provided  guidance  and 
inspiration  to  its  entire  program  of  services  in  70  nations. 
She  traveled  to  five  continents,  discussing  on  the  spot 
conditions  and  needs  of  blind  people  and  stimulating 
the  development  of  new  services. 

The  force  of  her  personality,  the  strength  of  her  argu- 
ments, and  the  example  of  her  own  life  were  primary 
factors  in  effecting  great  changes  in  services  for  blind 
people  everywhere  during  the  past  half  century. 


Through  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  the  Helen 
Keller  Memorial  Fund  will  support 

I extensive  research  projects  in  services  for  the  blind  in  the 
United  States 

► the  development  of  aids  and  appliances  to  assist  blind 
people  in  schools,  at  home  and  at  work 

► the  expansion  of  opportunities  for  jobs  which  the  visually 
handicapped  can  perform 

► the  improvement  of  methods  to  teach  blind  children  and 
rehabilitate  blind  adults 

► technological  research  to  improve  methods  of  recording 
literature  for  blind  readers 

► the  advancement  of  techniques  to  help  those  who,  like 
Miss  Keller,  are  both  deaf  and  blind 

► and  the  many  other  projects  of  this  unique  national 
agency  for  the  blind  in  this  country 

Through  the  Helen  Keller  World  Crusade  for  the  Blind,  the  Fund 
will  aid 

► projects  to  give  blind  children  in  developing  countries 
the  chance  to  go  to  school 

^ the  creation  of  rehabilitation  centers  for  blind  adults  to 
learn  to  travel  independently,  to  become  proficient  at  a 
trade,  to  make  their  own  living 

► the  establishment  of  braille  presses  and  talking  book  fa- 
cilities for  textbooks  and  literature  in  the  world's  many 
languages 

► the  training  of  teachers  in  the  specialized  techniques  of 
teaching  the  blind  and  deaf-blind 

► the  prevention  of  blindness  in  those  areas  of  the  globe 
where  its  incidence  is  so  tragically  high 

► all  the  broad  programs  of  material  support  and  profes- 
sional guidance  given  by  the  world's  only  specialized 
agency  serving  the  world's  blind  people  regardless  of  na- 
tionality, race  or  creed 


The  Helen  Keller  Memorial  Fund  is  composed  of  con- 
tributions and  bequests  of  all  those  who  wish  to  honor 
Miss  Keller's  memory  by  aiding  in  the  fulfillment  of  her 
dreams  and  goals.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to 
the  Helen  Keller  Memorial  Fund.  All  contributions  are 
tax  deductible. 


For  those  who  may  wish  to  remember  the  Helen  Keller 
Memorial  Fund  in  the  drawing  of  their  wills,  the  follow- 
ing form  is  suggested: 

I give,  devise  and  bequeath  to  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  a corporation 
organized  under  the  membership  corporation 
law  of  the  State  of  New  York,  having  its  prin- 
cipal office  at  15  West  16th  Street,  New  York, 

New  York  10011,  the  sum  of  Dollars 

($  ),  to  be  placed  in  the  HELEN 

KELLER  MEMORIAL  FUND  for  the  support  of 
the  Helen  Keller  World  Crusade  for  the  Blind 
and  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind. 


beLe  ’ keLLcR  MeMOui^'L 

15  West  16th  Street/New  York,  New  York  10011 
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FUNERAL  SERVICE 


for 


HELEN  KELLER 


+ 


Wednesday,  June  Fifth 
A.  D.  1968 
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THE  CATHEDRAL  CHURCH 
OF  SAINT  PETER  AND  SAINT  PAUL 
IN  THE  CITY  AND  DIOCESE  OF  WASHINGTON 


ORDER  OF  SERVICE 


ORGAN  PRELUDE 


HYMN  479  Love  divine,  all  loves  excelling  "Beecher" 


THE  OPENING  SENTENCES 

The  Right  Reverend  William  Creighton 
Bishop  of  Washington 


PSALM  121  (read  responsivety ) 


I will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills;  from  whence 
cometh  my  help? 

My  help  cometh  from  the  Lord,  who  hath  made  heaven 
and  earth. 

He  will  not  suffer  thy  foot  to  be  moved;  and  he  that 
keepeth  thee  will  not  sleep. 

Behold,  he  that  keepeth  Israel  shall  neither  slwnber 
nor  sleep. 

The  Lord  himself  is  thy  keeper;  the  Lord  is  thy  de- 
fence upon  thy  right  hand; 

So  that  the  sun  shall  not  burn  thee  by  day,  neither 
the  moon  by  night. 

The  Lord  shall  preserve  thee  from  all  evil;  yea,  it 
is  even  he  that  shall  keep  thy  soul. 

The  Lord  shall  preserve  thy  going  out,  and  thy  coming 
in,  from  this  time  forth  for  evermore. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the 
Holy  Ghost; 

As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever  shall  be, 
world  without  end.  Amen. 


ANTHEM 


Wolfgang  Amadeus  Mozart 


Lacr i mosa  dies  ilia, 

Qua  resurget  ex  favilla 
Judicandus  homo  reus: 

Huic  ergo  parce  Deus. 

Pie  Jesu  Domine, 

Dona  eis  requiem.  Amen. 

Ah!  that  day  of  tears  and  mourning ! 
From  the  dust  of  earth  returning , 

Man  for  judgment  must  prepare  him; 
Spare,,  0 God,  in  meray  spare  him! 
Lord,  atl^pitying,  Jesus  blest. 

Grant  them  thine  eternal  rest.  Amen. 


THE  LESSONS;  Isaiah  35,  St.  John  l4:)-6 

The  Very  Reverend  Francis  B.  Sayre,  Jr. 

Dean  of  Washington  Cathedral 


ANTHEM  Johannes  Brahms 

How  lovely  is  thy  dwelling  place,  0 Lord  of  Hosts! 

For  my  soul,  it  longeth,  yea  fainteth  for  the  courts 
of  the  Lord: 

My  soul  and  body  crieth  out,  yea  for  the  living  God. 

0 blest  are  they  that  dwell  within  thy  house; 

They  praise  thy  Name  evermore! 

from  Psalm  84 


TRIBUTE 


The  Honorable  Lister  Hill 
United  States  Senator 


THE  APOSTLES'  CREED  (Prayer  Book,  p.  IS,  said  by  all) 


The  Lord  be  with  you. 

And  with  thy  spirit. 

Let  us  pray. 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  be  thy  Name. 
Thy  Kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done.  On  earth  as  it 
is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread. 

And  forgive  us  our  trespasses.  As  we  forgive  those 
who  trespass  against  us.  And  lead  us  not  into 
temptation.  But  deliver  us  from  evil.  For  thine 
is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for 
ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  PRAYERS 
THE  BLESSING 

HYMN  458  0 love  that  wilt  not  let  me  go  "St.  Margaret" 

ORGAN  POSTLUDE 


+ 


The  music  for  this  service  is  sung  by  the  choir  of  the 
Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Watertown,  Massachusetts, 
directed  by  Paul  R.  Bauguss. 


+ 

After  the  congregation  has  departed  private  interment  of 
the  ashes  will  be  held  in  the  columbarium  of  St.  Joseph's 
Chape  1 . 
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FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 


FROM: 

WASHINGTON  CATHEDRAL 
Mount  Saint  Alban 
Washington,  D.C.  20016 

John  C,  Chapin 
Communications  Warden 
(202)  966-3500  ext.  248 

Washington,  D.C Funeral  services  for  the  late  Helen  Keller,  who 

overcame  the  twin  handicaps  of  blindness  and  deafness  to  become  one  of  the 
world's  most  admired  women,  will  be  at  2 p.m..  in  Washington  Cathedral, 
Wednesday,  June  5.  Miss  Keller,  who  would  have  been  88  years  old  on 
June  27th  died  last  Saturday,  June  1st. 

Officiating  at  the  service  will  be  the  Very  Rev.  Francis  B.  Sayre,  Jr., 
Dean  of  the  Cathedral,  with  the  benediction  given  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  William 
F.  Creighton,  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Washington.  Senator  Lister  Hill 
of  Alabama,  a family  friend  and  former  classmate  of  Miss  Keller's  brother, 
will  deliver  the  eulogy. 

As  final  tribute  to  Miss  Keller's  lifelong  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  handicap,  the  fifty  voice  choir  from  the  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
will  sing  at  the  service. 

The  veiled  urn  containing  her  ashes  will  rest  on  the  High  Altar  during 
the  public  service.  It  will  be  followed  by  a private  serivce  of  interment 
of  the  ashes  in  the  Columbarium  of  the  Cathedral  beside  her  friend  and 
teacher,  Mrs.  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  in  accordance  with  the  long-held  wishes 
of  the  deceased. 

Special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  convenience  of  handicapped 
persons  attending  the  service.  A special  reserved  section  will  be  available 
for  blind  persons  attending  with  seeing-eye  dogs  and  the  entire  service  will 
be  translated  into  sign,  language  by  volunteers  from  Gallaudet  College  for 
the  Deaf. 


(more) 


The  family  of  the  deceased  has  requested  that  in  lieu  of  flowers, 
memorial  gifts  be  made  to  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind. 

***NOTE  - media  representatives  attending  the  funeral  service  are  requested  to 
enter  the  Cathedral  by  the  North  Transept  entrance.  The  writing  press  will 
be  seated  in  the  North  Transept  on  the  main  floor.  Photographers  will  be 
placed  in  the  North  Transept  balcony.  No  flash  equipment  may  be  used 
during  the  service  in  the  Cathedral. 

Photographs  of  the  urn  on  the  High  Altar  may  be  taken  between  the 
time  of  1 p.m.  and  1:30  p.m.  only. 

In  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  family,  it  will  not  be  possible 
to  add  extra  lighting  or  scaffolding  to  accomodate  television  or  motion 
picture  coverage.  Space,  however,  will  be  reserved  outside  the  Cathedral 
at  the  North  Transept  roadway  entrance. 
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Eulogy  Delivered  by  Senator  Eister  Hill 
at  the  Memorial  Service  for  Miss  Helen  Keller 
Washington  Cathedral,  Washington,  D.  C. 
June  5,  1968 


May  I say  how  privileged  I feel  to  pay  tribute  at  this  hour  to 
Helen  Keller.  I would  that  all  the  world  could  know  the  deep  sense 
of  pride  which  we  of  Helen  Keller's  native  State,  Alabama,  feel  in 
this  remarkable  and  gentle  lady. 

On  her  father's  side.  Miss  Keller  was  descended  from 
Alexander  Spotswood,  a Colonial  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  was 
related  to  the  Lee  family  and  other  distinguished  Southern  families.  On 
her  maternal  side,  she  was  connected  with  the  Hales  and  Everetts  of 
New  England,  and  her  mother  was  an  Adams.  Her  family  has  long  been 
prominent  and  has  rendered  distinguished  service  in  Alabama. 

We  call  to  mind  at  this  hour  the  story  of  the  infant  girl  made 
blind  and  deaf  by  disease,  imprisoned  at  the  very  early  age  of  1 9 months 
imprisoned,  as  she  called  it,  in  a "no  world".  All  of  us  remember  the 
challenging  story  of  how  this  pitiful  child,  with  the  help  of  her  devoted 
teacher,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  --  who,  as  we  know,  was  partially  blind 


herself  --  emerged  from  hopeless  childhood  into  a remarkable 
womanhood;  how,  through  her  own  determination  and  faith,  and  through 
the  patience  and  understanding  of  Anne  Sullivan  --  who  to  Miss  Keller 
was  "eyes  to  the  blind  and  feet  to  the  lame"  --  she  won  her  magnificent 
victory  over  darkness  and  defeat. 

After  learning  the  first  hand  signals  at  the  age  of  8,  she  soon 
became  fluent  in  using  the  sign  language,  and  mastered  the  Braille 
alphabet.  In  writing  of  those  first  stammering  starts  at  the  sign 
language,  she  said,  "There  was  a strange  stir  within  me.  When 
I understood  that  it  was  possible  for  me  to  communicate  with  other 
people  by  these  signs,  a delicious  sensation  rippled  through  me,  and 
sweet,  strange  things  that  were  locked  up  in  my  heart  began  to  sing.  " 
And  then,  through  almost  miraculous  efforts,  she  learned  to  speak. 

In  considering  this  miraculous  achievement,  we  must  remember 
that  Miss  Keller  deeply  felt  her  handicaps.  In  her  earlier  years, 
she  wrote: 

"Sometimes,  it  is  true,  a sense  of  isolation  enfolds 
me  like  a cold  mist  as  I sit  alone  and  wait  at  life's 
shut  gate.  Fate,  silent,  pitiless,  bars  the  way. 

Fain  would  I question  his  imperious  decree;  for  my 
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heart  is  still  undisciplined  and  passionate;  but  my 
tongue  will  not  utter  the  bitter,  futile  words  that  rise' 
to  my  lips,  and  then  fall  back  into  my  heart  like 
unshed  tears.  Silence  sits  immense  upon  my  soul.  " 

She  attended  the  Horace  Mann  School  for  the  Deaf  in  Boston, 
and  then  she  entered  the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind.  She  told 
her  teacher  she  wanted  to  go  to  college,  and  she  entered  Radcliffe  in 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  where,  in  1904,  she  graduated  cum  laude. 
At  Radcliffe,  Helen  Keller  wrote  her  first  book,  her  autobiography 
entitled  "The  Story  of  My  Bife".  The  book  became  standard  reading 
in  schools  throughout  the  country.  Before  her  writing  career  was 
over.  Miss  Keller  wrote  eleven  books,  the  last  of  which  was  "Bet 
Us  Have  Faith". 

Miss  Keller's  personal  victory  over  darkness  and  despair  turned 
her  life  and  ambitions  to  the  service  of  others.  With  energy  and 
stamina  that  were  almost  limitless,  she  dedicated  her  life  to  others. 

She  gave  of  herself  unceasingly  --  speaking,  writing,  traveling,  working 
constantly  to  improve  the  conditions  of  deaf  and  blind  people.  She  was 
the  moving  spirit  which  led  to  a new  era  of  work  for  the  blind  of  the 
world.  Tirelessly  she  strove  to  fulfill  her  dream,  "that  every  blind 
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child  have  an  opportunity  to  receive  an  education  . . . and  every 


blind  adult,  a chance  for  training  and  useful  employment.  " 

As  she  has  written: 

"Many  persons  have  a wrong  idea  of  what  constitutes 
true  happiness.  It  is  not  attained  through  self 
gratification  but  through  fidelity  to  a worthy  purpose. 
Happiness  should  be  a means  of  accomplishment  not  an 
end  in  itself.  The  more  we  try  to  help  each  other  and 
make  life  brighter,  the  happier  we  shall  be.  " 

With  this  guiding  philosophy,  Helen  Keller,  for  more  than  half 
a century,  employed  the  symbol  of  her  own  courage  and  faith  to  the 
benefit  of  millions  of  her  fellow  handicapped  in  America  and  throughout 
the  world.  As  counsellor  to  the  American  Federation  of  the  Blind, 
she  guided  programs  to  advance  economic,  cultural  and  social 
opportunities  of  deaf  and  blind  persons  throughout  the  United  States. 
Through  the  Helen  Keller  World  Crusade  for  the  Blind,  she  inspired 
programs  for  the  education  and  rehabilitation  of  blind  persons  around 
the  globe.  She  learned  to  speak  seven  languages  and  she  lectured  in 
35  countries  on  all  five  continents.  In  her  75th  year.  Miss  Keller 
embarked  on  a 40,000  mile  journey  to  promote  services  for  the  blind 
throughout  Asia.  Two  years  later,  she  made  a similar  mission  to  the 
Scandanavian  countries. 
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Wherever  she  went,  she  was  received  with  a massive  outpouring 
of  love  and  admiration;  she  was  honored  by  heads  of  state;  she  was 
acclaimed  by  all.  She  was  decorated  in  almost  as  many  countries  as 
she  visited.  She  received  the  Order  of  St.  Sava  of  Yugoslavia  in  1931, 
and  an  honorary  doctor  of  laws  degree  in  Glasgow  in  1932.  She  was 
named  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  of  France  in  1952,  and  received 
the  Southern  Cross  of  Brazil  in  1953.  The  great  warmth  of  her 
personality  particularly  attracted  children  whom  she  loved  deeply 
and  by  whom  she  was  constantly  surrounded. 

Famous  and  important  people  thronged  to  meet  her  and  enjoy 
her  company.  They  found  her  a witty  and  interesting  conversationalist, 
well  informed  on  matters  of  interest  at  the  time.  She  was  truly  a 
citizen  of  the  world.  She  came  to  know  famous  men  such  as  Oliver 
Wendell  Holmes,  Mark  Twain,  Albert  Einstein,  John  Greenleaf  Whittier, 
Andrew  Carnegie,  and  Alexander  Graham  Bell,  who  did  much  to  counsel 
and  help  her. 

Helen  Keller  has  truly  "lighted  a candle  of  understanding  in  our 
hearts  which  shall  not  be  put  out.  " She  will  live  on,  one  of  the  few, 
the  immortal  names  not  born  to  die.  Her  spirit  will  endure  as  long 
as  man  can  read  and  stories  can  be  told  of  the  woman  who  showed  the 
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Helen  Keller  died  on  June  1, 1968, 
at  the  age  of  87.  This  publication 
is  issued  by  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the 
Helen  Keller  World  Crusade  for 
the  Blind  as  a memorial  to  the  life 
of  this  extraordinary  woman. 

The  text  is  taken  from  the  New 
York  Times  of  June  2,  1968, 
supplemented  with  quotations 
and  with  photographs  taken  from 
the  archives  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the 
Helen  Keller  World  Crusade 
for  the  Blind. 

O 1968  by  iho  New  York  Times  Company 
Keprinted  by  permission. 


by  Alden  Whitman 


"Her  spirit  will  endure 
as  long  as  man  can  read 
and  stories  can  be 
told  of  the  woman  who 
showed  the  world  that 
there  are  no  boundaries 
to  courage  and  faith." 

— Senator  Lister  Hill, 
Washington  Cathedral 
June  5,  1968 


"The  two  most  interesting 
characters  of  the  19th 
century  were  Napoleon 
and  Helen  Keller." 

— Mark  Twain 


HELEN  KELLER  WORLD  CRUSADE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


15  West  loth  Street 
New  ^ork,  N.^.  1001 1 
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An  unofficial  quarterly  of  the  residents  of  Burnrood,  a facility  of  the 
Industrial  Home  for  the  Blind,  Cold  Spring  Harbor,  New  York  11?24 
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Alice  Murray  and  her  senior  students 
at  the  Grace  Downs  Air  Career  School 
Glen  Cove,  New  York 


We  are  deeply  indebted  to  I'’h*s.  Dorothy  Borges.  Director  of  the  Grace  Downs  Air 
Career  School  in  Glen  Cove  for  sponsoring  the  printing,  collating  and  preparation 
for  mailing  of  BURRWOOD  TOPICS  as  a school  project  under  the  supervision  of 
Mrs.  Alice  Murray. 

I“faes.  Helen  Brush  and  Bess  Hudes  who  ordinarily  typo  our  copy  have  been  unable  to 
work  on  this  issue.  Mrs.  Rosemarie  Stiehler  has  graciously  carried  on  in  their 
absence. 


Tins  ISSUE  COVERS  miS  BETWEEN  APRIL  i AND  JULY  1 . 


Timely  and  appropriate  is  Robert  W.  Blinn' s choice  of  subject  for  this  issue's 
cover.  On  tho  wall  of  our  Gold  Room  is  a large  photograph  of  Helen  Keller  vrith 
Dr.  Peter  J.  Salmon,  then  Executive  Director  of  the  IHB,  standing  next  to  a 
bronze  placa^ue  at  the  entrance  to  our  siinkon  garden.  The  placque  reads: 

"HELEN  KELLER  GARDEI.'  - DEDICATED  JULY  29,  195^." 

In  recent  weeks  we  have  been  saddened  by  several  losses  — that  of  our  oim  Peter 
Donahue  and  of  fo>  ^r  residents  Mrs.  Edna  Safarik  and  Charles  Matthias.  The  vihole 
world  mourned  the  death  of  Helen  Keller  on  June  1,  but  we  at  Burrwood  felt  her  loss 
in  a very  special  way  and  she  was  a personal  friend  of  some  of  our  'deaf-blind  resi- 
dents. 

On  May  18,  Mir.  01iv<^'*"  B'urr  Jennings  died  in  New  York.  It  was  he  who  had  sold  part 
of  his  parents'  beautiful  estate  to  the  IHB  in  1950  to  be  used  as  their  facility 
to  provide  a home  for  the  aging  blind  — Burrwood,  He  was  a former  president  of 
the  Institute  for  the  Crippled  and  Disabled,  a benefactor  of  the  Cold  Spring 
Harbor  Library  and  the  I'Jhaling  Museum,  and  a trustee  of  tho  IHB, 

On  June  19.  Margot  Keane,  wife  of  Mr.  George  E.  Keane,  Assistant  Executive  Dir- 
ector of  the  DIB,  died  ■».  ter  a long  illness.  According  to  her  husband,  it  was 
she  more  than  anyone  else  who  was  responsible  for  Burrwood.  It  was  she  who  had 
recognized  in  the  Jennings  estate  the  possibility  of  its  becoming  the  facility 
the  IHB  had  dreamed  of  creating;  she  who  took  personal  supervision  of  the  con- 
version of  tho  mansion  into  a residence  to  house  and  care  for  fifty-five  blind 
people.  Out  debt  to  her  is  'immeasurable. 

* * * TO  A DEPARTED  FRIEND  * * * 

Your  fragile  -raft  is  moored  at  last  in  the  celestial  realm. 

The  Master  Pilot  was  on  board.  His  hand  upon  the  holm. 

We'll  all  drop  anchor,  lower  sails,  leave  stormy  seas  behind 

V/hen  tranquil  waters  have  been  reached,  as  planned  by  the  Master  Mind. 

' Edvrard  Sadelc 
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UNDER  THE  JOINT  AUSPICES  OF 
AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 
HELEN  KELLER  WORLD  CRUSADE  FOR  THE  BLIND 
15  WEST  16TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y 10011 


1S6 


Jar c ary  6,  196S 


f!rs.  J.  K.  Penney 


Srcwville,  K.H.  03677 


Dear  Prs.  Henney: 

The  death  cf  Helen  Keller  has  left  a vcid  vhich  can  never  be 
filled.  However,  her  faith,  her  strength,  her  courage  in  the 
face  of  o ver w he  1 IT ing  obstacles  provide  us  with  an  example 
and  a way  of  life  that  can  never  be  erased. 

Many  people  have  come  to  me,  ard  to  others  who  were  also 
close  friends  cf  Miss  Keller,  to  ask  what  they  could  do  to 
honor  the  memory  of  this  great  woman.  In  response  to  these 
requests,  the  Helen  Keller  Memorial  Fund  is  being  estab- 
lished, and  I feel  both  prcud  and  humble  that  I have  been 
asked  to  serve  as  its  honorary  chairman. 

The  work  that  Helen  Keller  inspired  and  led  through  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the  Helen  Keller  World 
Crusade  for  the  Blind  already  stands  as  a living  iremctial, 
and  as  long  as  this  work  continues,  the  spirit  cf  Helen 
Keller  will  live  on. 

I hope  that  you  will  join  us  in  this  tribute  to  Miss  Keller 
by  making  a generous  gift  to  the  Memorial  Fund,  in  support 
of  the  services  which  were  her  life  work. 

With  anticipated  gratitude  and  appreciation,  I am. 


P.S.  In  cur  effort  to  assure  you  an  opportunity  to  partici- 
pate in  this  memorial,  we  may  have  inadvertently  mailed  you 
more  than  one  copy.  If  sc,  please  give  this  material  to  a 
friend  who  would  be  interested  in  this  keepsake,  and  might 
make  a gift  to  the  Memorial  Fund. 

MEMORIAL  FUND  COMMITTFF  MISS  KATHARINE  CORNELL,  HONORARY  CHAIRMAN:  JAMES  ADAMS: 

REV  HARRY  f Ml  RSON  FOSDICK,  SENATOR  LISTER  D HILL:  MRS  LYNDON  B JOHNSON,  ALEXANDER  LAUGHLIN, 
MRS  JOHN  DAVIS  LODGE,  RICHARD  H MIGEL:  J P MORGAN,  II:  JANSEN  NOYES,  JR  : PETER  J SALMON, 
EUSTACI  SELIGMAN:  ,1  M WOOLLY,  M ROBERT  BARNETT,  ixlcutivi  omicTOn 


Sincerely , 


Katharine  Cornell 
Honorary  Chairman 


Pi  f AS!  Of  TACH  AT  Pf  m ORATtON  AND  Rf  TURN  UPPf  R PORTION  AL  ONll  WITH  VOUR  CHI  Ck 

Rl  Ml  n UNOI  R Tm  DISTRICT  OI  COl  UMBIA  CHARIT AHl  I SOLICIT ATlONS  AC.T  Rt  GISTRATlON  NOS  H 0>  T^.J  AND  6 07 
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Januarjr  19,  1969 


Desp  Nellct  Hsnney: 


I am  asking  your  help, again.  Will 
you  please  i-jrite  to  Beabe  Hahn?  I recil 
mterial  regarding  old-fashioned  gardens 
bei^  sent  someone,  but  there  is  nothing 
in  file  at  Arcan.  Polly  was  alive  at  time, 

rr,T  person  who 

might  be  aware  if  Mss  Helen  wrote  about 
gardens  or  gardening.  i wonder  why  MM 
iLss  Hahn  did  not  write  her  letter  while 
at  Wolfeboro?  Thank  you  for  your  good- 
n© s s "to  171©  • 

. ^ being  given  a 100$g  indoctrination 

in  art  of  "Matching  Real  Estate  Brokersii— ?' 
operate.  There  have  been  several -"thra^  w 

house  and  while  they  are  dilighted  with 
Its  chara  etc.  they  all  find  something 
not  suited  to  their  needs.  However,  one 
^11  come  who  wants  it  and  then  it  shall 
be  purchased.  Is  it  not  a unique  exper- 
ience -selling  a beautiful  estate? 

n longer  here.  Said  good  bye 

^ darling 

Black  Poodle-"Candy"  who  became  my  shadow. 

Thomsor\^S'^f'  received  a letter  from  Margaret 
inomson,  telling  me  sne  is  receovering  from  a 
nervous  breakdo.^  (6  months)  Is  no  J^ngS  a? 

s a Rest  Home.  She  did  not  say. 

too  we^f  ^he  is  not 

too  well.  General  is  very  well,  sister  is 

wi.h  me  at  Arcan  and  icgc  twice  a week  I have  a 
domestic  woman  to  do  laundry-general  cleaning 
here  at  Arcan.  It  xrorks  out  well. 


About  a week  ago  Miis  Kataerine  Cornell  and 
Nancy  were  on  the  telephone.  They  are  at  New 
York  house  for  the  winter.  liss  K's  voice 
sounded  so  tired  on  the  telephone. 

From  weather  reports  you  are  having  a severe 
winter  with  plenty  of  snow  and  low  tempera- 
ture readings.  Please  be  carefvil  and  with 
much  love  and  best  1969  wishes. 


January  21,  1969 


Dear  Mias  Hahn: 

Your  letter  of  January  9 has  been  referred  to 
ne  for  reply.  In  Helen  Keller's  "The  Story  of  Aj  Life," 
ahe  speaks  of  her  nother'a  old-fashioned  garden  as 
the  paradise  of  her  childhood.  After  tnls  whenever  she 
had  a hone  she  had  a garden,  so  arranged  that  she  could 
wander  througfi  It  alone.  She  helped  plant  these 
various  garden  and  all  her  books  are  permeated  with  her 
love  of  nature.  No  doubt  you  have  access  to  some  of  her 
books,  but  perhaps  you  do  not  have  "The  Song  of  the 
Stone  Wall,"  written  soon  after  she  left  college,  while 
ahe  was  helping  rebuild  the  old  stone  walls  around  her 
home  In  Wrentham,  Massachusetts.  This  book  was 
reprinted  In  honor  of  her  75th  birthday.  I am  sending 
you  a copy  because  I think  It  shows  how  strongly  ahe 
was  dedicated  to  nature  In  Its  various  aspects. 


With  all  good  wishes,  I am 


Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 


KUSTACK  SKUflMAN 
Chairman.  Board  of  Triuteea 


JANSEN  NOYES.  JFi. 
President 


Amencan  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc 


J.  M.  WOOLLY 
V ice-Presiden  t 


J.  V.  MORGAN.  11 
T reasurer 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10011 
Telephone:  (212)  924-0420 


RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
Secretary 

M.  ROBEEtT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


Office  of  the  President 
8 Hanover  Street 
New  York  , N.  Y. 


February  28,  1969 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville 

New  Hampshire  03877 
Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

It  is  my  privilege  to  acknowledge  your  generous  gift  to  the  Helen 
Keller  Memorial  Fund.  As  you  know,  contributions  to  the  Memorial 
Fund  will  serve  to  support  the  work  of  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind  and  the  Helen  Keller  World  Crusade  for  the  Blind,  the 
two  agencies  to  which  Helen  Keller  devoted  most  of  her  life. 

In  a real  sense,  you  have  made  a contribution  to  global  efforts  for 
the  blind.  Through  AFB  programs  and  services  for  the  education  and 
rehabilitation  of  blind  people  are  advanced  in  the  United  States, 
and  through  the  Crusade  similar  programs  are  developed  in  more  than 
seventy  other  countries. 

For  all  of  us  who  are  associated  with  the  Memorial  Fund  and  for  the 
many  blind  people  who  will  benefit  from  your  interest  and  support, 

I extend  thanks  and  appreciation. 


Sincerely 


JNjr: JGS 
Enel . 


/ 


h lEIJ)  OFFICES 


711  Fourteenth  Street.  N VV'  . D.  C.  2(HX)5 


127  l*rachtree  Street.  N F.  . Atlanta,  deorgia  HO.W^i 
M2l  Market  Street.  San  Franrisro.  California  !*4lO.'i 


I57h  Sherman  Street . Denrer.  Colorado  SO20,'i 


127  North  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  lllinotn 


Mr,  Withe  and  Friends j, 

I Cl0»  with  affectionate  *ride  as  I thank  you  for  this  token  of  your 
apprecaation  and  that  of  the  Connecticut  Chapter  of  the  National 
Socaety  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness.  Words  cannot  „.asure  dasap- 

poant„ent  and  regret  *t  not  being  able  to  cone  to  Hartford,  but  I shall 

follow  with  fervent  interest  your  effnrfc  +r,  • 

y ur  efforts  to  increase  the  conservation  of 

sight  among  the  people. 


A.  k. 

'H.V.  cssn 


silent  night 


UtstSo^, 

^ IDlO^ 


MoWflA, 


may  the  joy 
of  that 

fiRSt  chRistmas 
fill  yoLiR  home 
with  happiness 


